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Situation Eji I'm- s. Inslrncta to oernmnniente 
subsjlurtL’c of No. 2 to Minister for 
Foreign Affairs i'utiltivo eipodiliois tmiy 
be neccmry untesa advance can bu mjule 
at once (ace No, SI) .. 

Pond gnnnis lei Souti^rp PerHin. Pefera io 
Part XX, Nil. I7<J, TmiiginiEs Part XX, 
No, tftljlX und No. IC 

Road ^ungda irj SonHieris Persia, Refers to, 
Pan XX. No. 17b. hifarjpn (if titniiilicA- 
tLLMi of ntlitude of lli* XSisjt'fify's Govarii' 
nmiiT. in view nf projwsuii Lid\'Alice Uj 

I Vrsi: 111 i-i ovj_Tninc j n t, r i'i tm nmi E-a Pa rc X X, 
Nos. fp and S!Jfl 

‘‘[‘[Sjjipi^risjiliK al snrroy in Woslom Perm. 
Tinnsmii-i copy nf tdugra|4itc i-orn'- 
sjv.uideneQ with Hovni-nuiont of India 
nespeeJing (sec Xo. $ 7 } 

A lien it 1 on ■ I" viglila of Pot-man Cover inn 17 ait 
in l/Aroy oil doncc^]o]i, Ac know [edges 
1'art XX ? N<i. A If Li. Asks for further I 
iufonnation ,. .. *, ,, I 

KelElIih KIi&ti* Kefer4 to Puri XX, No. ,"305, 
nnd N". Ji, lic-jHirEn Uabfm trying to 
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miiirnl r,p oiLjlturu film (peu No, iS'l) 

Ciu^iilnr gu ml at Punder Abluin. Entjuircii 
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AliemLilon of riglus a 1 . 3'urgEjin Uovuhmnmi 
in P'Arey oil oiHM-i'MioiP, Hefei's hi 
I'm 1 XX, No, HOG, InlAmry of Nu. n.r^--ii 

•• .. .. 

Ailvance t-p Persiati Got-emmoni, KcptirLs 
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Minister for Foreign Affairs ul| locating 
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lan-Ei i.f Mr. Sow lo Perduu TnlegrApTi 
Ik 1 1 .,ii l.menl, I? 'fnoro Part XX'. No. IJU-t*, 
Ku<|uires if liu sbmitil jiKcmtiiiu views of 
Minis! .r for Foreign Affaire Ntt t!f) t 


P*g« 


if 


II 


IS 


12 


U! 


Hi 


14 


I l 


I J 


H 


1ft 


I ft 


1 r. 

































IV' 


TABLE OF CONTESTS, 


Xu, 


Name. 


No, 


Date, 


aa 


Kir A. N i col ton 




ISO 


::i Judin Office? 


G Tel. 


TeE. 


Jan, & t ]M[0 


3IS it' ir.l pf Trndi- 


AI l'i ■ Sir A. NlouUun ., 


55 


SO 


8 Tul. 


!"■ Si" U, Barclay .. ii IV1 


Th I. 


IS? To India Ofliin* 


Art ’I' ' ViLghi-Pmsinti Cil 
1J uuputiy 


Sit SirQ. Ihrclnv .. k TH 


■lit Sie A. Nii'ihlrttim 


■11 India Officii 


It 


t'- Kir r i-H 1'ujvlnv 


IE TvJ. 


D, 


Gt 




a, 


8, 




a. 


SL 


G, 


8, 


10, 




a^ujEUT. 


Advance to Persian. Ouvermnenf. Ref-ora 
< tj N i Jn 21 n H)» cflmmubic&tad i o XE mister 

far Foreign AFFoErw memorandum bused 
on No. 2. Reports couverRalioii vrElb 
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Im^rt'iiHo consular gilftn] nt Rnnrtcr Abbas. 
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disouMiSoii Eietwwo M inUters fur lSili 
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mi tb' esiei intention with regard to the 
commisdi hi miJ (o ratCntion of M, Bizot , 
(sea No, 02) „ * .. *. .,; 

Hoad gajards in Soul born FenjEu, Nia 3tl 
will be borne ia mind .. , + ., 
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ItinMin^p.if cohniilar gunrd at Bumfer Abba^. 
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Viceroy approving V f Ofwai 
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No. ;5Et. Beporfe further defeat of Kom- 
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ni lining stiort 

Sllnation irt Easltrn Awrbaijun. Repntl-i 
diHjiutaij at" 200 Riissiun tnH.ipa to recen- 
iidtitE near AIiiliv M, PohlcWski txun- 
plaina of independent am ion uf inilUuiy 
anUioritiesi, Commetils 

Ihiail guards in Smithorn SkTsio, Ifep'irts 
Bubyilaiiiia of moniemtLdnni communicated 
by Minister for Foreign AfFuiis, giving 
vr&'wsof Russian 1 toverj linen t on prijpn.ftiilH 
for. \'icns nf Rmmimt Oin'miinsent on 
EmtiLediate nec^sity forffinjEgu inauucior-i 
for gfiidarmerio ami army (aen Nu^. 51, 
50, and 73) ,, ,, ., 
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NoS. lit, TS, and 11113) , , ., 

Joi 11 f Load, HoVrs lo N'n, 52, I'lnquiren 
wlivtimr Im may nub Russian OoveriumEt 
i.'undiiioitH ci >*y would dmniLinl in mb 

Valib'ing Inalt. Supfuiunu tU‘y would only 
dpmnn.J sHiiiiLi f Jiitn>l oviT cspotiditura ,. 

Tri|Mi.u r riL|diiciil httrviiy in Soufli - tVoHtem 
l’t'rwa Refers Io No. iM Pin[llircs if r- ply 
linn l"i’ii nfeeivL'd, ntul sugge.ht.-s ernpairy 
ns [ri wU-n Mr. Scott will sail for Persia 
(wo No. rti)., 

ltou. 1 1 gai n dn in SoLiiimrrk iVfhiit. Enquired 
views on No. 52, Inforiiis of |vtoiiosjl t of 
ihipic] pf Trnda rlmt surtax, niiatl bu 
L'ontiiLti 1 in ti-uHliiri' (sto No. 74) 

Advance to iVroikm IjoveniEnenf and road 
gaenfi, lie furs to No. ud, l']n.ptii> 
vtnwrt as to fiftjlumncnt of part of advance 
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VI 



TAULK OP 

1 ■ 

con iins. 


m 

Name, 

| No. 

I>uto. 

Siriijj'r:!. 

Page 

« 

To Sit- A. N'icoltuii . 

1H Tuf. 

Jroi, 13 1 VMQ 

Advance to Persian ffoverjimerit. InNtrncEs 
to ri'cj nest. Minister for l-'nreig'ii Affsdrs to 
Aiitlaoribo M, INjkietuKkt lo eoDaull with 
Sir G* Ikircby on ooriditicn# io Im attached 
to Hirst advenico of 2UU r ftft0f. Nos, 57. 

GS, und 8 ej) .. 


59 

I radtit. Oflitjei , 


E' 3 i 

l-'enbnl Pcmti toiogniph Iliio. Refers |y 
f'tirt. XX, S". 193. Tl'iUi.-lniLM t-wxi lie- 
■ omits nf LiX]nL-rtrliil.iir-o, with copy of noto 
l>y Piietlor-m-cMef, Imid*E@rapeaiL Tele. 
(Ef-mph UepurtmeiHr liL^mN-ts 1 rausenifusion 
io iiiri MnjpiiivN Minister at Tyliran fnr 
LJticscnts] i<uj to Pei^iAn GuTerumetn (set) 





i 

NP,aftn .. 

fly 

CEf 

Mtv % (A fffxfcjz 


I3 t 

Ilormuw "idde, Refers U> N\>, t. Trans- 
iitir.'. further ruiographi^ oorruS{Hni:hnii;(s 
wElh Eijirvair. nt 'Pajnnu t^tc No. loft) 

31 

flL 

Sir fj, liaivtay 

11 To!. 

M, 
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7 -H To Bir < 1 . Batchy , * 1 U Tel. 


HO , To Indio Office 


ft, 1910 Rond belwmn 1 Sunder Abb-ts mid Konnari. 

and Mrehedpita'knbail Railway, Discusses 
riHiin'iMbm between liar* two Schemes, 
l>e] u Oi-rt tvs ri mu'pieious atlitwdo on y<art 
of Ills Mnjeaty'rt Government townrg* 
realisation of mdiemos m Itmoiiuri sphere 
(«e No* 120) 

L1 p Loon of A[r, New to Ptrsinn Telegmpb 

Drpaitmenl. lifers lo No* 'AL Traits- 

1))![S tllilf "tu ivtfOlYf flNDM EllSSW'iin (jOYlTJI- 

aaaent ijtiiling tin (alajiM-liem to k * 

Id, Advance 1o Jkr.sian GoYcnLinciiti Rcpmta 

I tOJlVL.'i'.-itl.iini with M, tsmonnET, Itmui- 
iiH Kctu sccvptnllt-if uf llUf^Ertn ■'blvelffinulSl's 
Offer to eutvniiuet HmviniOJ. limned lately. 
uQiisdnii (ji I ii L‘gf r Iuaii . * ,. 

12, Ehunl guards In Southern Poroin, Trtnflinih 

Mlc morn ml mu viMn mu ideated i y XtiuiHUT 
i n- Foreign AiTiirii giving view* uf 
lliipahn t-iovernaiemt on .■■utaMisliini 1 n t of. 
No ulrjH'tLiHIH likely to lih' s.Ito Purl 
NN, No, ID?, Reform to Part NX, No, 2&y, 
Qml.nCL i_:ti oE I ir[j,jiii;ii;Lii'.iii of gCftdiQtmerje , r 

l7 f Persianadvance, mad modgiwrtbinSouthern 

Persia. Rohrs to Net, «t} h Jhprecate:- 

CKiiisuthr control of priiptwad, snrlm;, J.md 
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[jitwfil HndeAiriibLe. Only renieily Slv. in 
unking advmuw (" Rofsiitn ..I .. 
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IjMsdom oi hirger ]uatt (seo No* 511) 




















Name, 

No 

Rate. 

^fDBJECl 


JOA Memorandum o uimntt- 
nieated by Count 
IfmickvJidcjrfr 


Jam 24, IS LO 


ioa Sir G. Marchy 


.« &0Tui. 


.. SlTi-l. 


.. 3* Tel. 2; 


113 To heiit Ofljeg 


113 Anglo - rei-rijgn nil Ponfiiii'jAial 
flgin^ny tip Mr, 

Mullet 


l (fi Sir (?, Ileur^luy J Mol. 


J3“ To Sir Oh Ush," lay I 13 Tel, 


31s Tu riir .1. Sieoltjdn .J 35 Tell. 25, 


13 ! J T\j Hit' 1!, BibicUy .. Id 


|M s-L, iorim iJ l iUi ■ 
InlLntcairit (i ■ L'O-Uiqt 
IlciJvlIv'HljiHSt 




L2I IchIEjl Officii 


Ad v n11eg io Feiuian GtuvorniutmL Proposes 
advance of conditional on 

nudeilakitfg by I’tr&imt Gorertmient to 
-ii 'J 'I J < went u'slJ jr F<>r \u rgc?r lojln, Hubrm fs 
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.v;!.■ ■.■■ I ■ i?“, 111 -of rlin.:L! d i 5 tbDS-H.ilRem's 
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(pf OoTtnnercfl 


bln 8ir G. Ilurday ., Mil 1VL 




StlkrqCT, 



Advance Persian fJovermmmi. ilefera to 
Xr>s | tl and Till, Fovni'd umEe^rakiug.aij 
tb applrcrkt loil for larger lonn nniirH/L'tsary. 
HLiyj^e^:* bridging into force article 5 q£ 
Auglo-HusHiAn ronveutitm in favour of a 
Inaii. l louditton ne in litissiun tnstructiffna 
landissinilnte. llufecs to No. 10EL « , 


.ilW^H by 
i Id No. 10U. 


Governor of Jiqjfllmu. INTit-i 

TraTi.Hinitii Ny. 117 


I’iEumeiil n'ewtn of Permit; Tnmamifi stta- 
micry nr' ttrlidu Lu M NA vul, Vrutaya hl ili*- 
euflsiiig ,, ,. .. «. 

:HiLualiuii in Aisorlinijait, Itifonunof iinlrlgims 
^F Turkb-li consinbp'inM'aL at Tabrenit vvirli 
Unliiiu Rhftn, and of mprcsmilationa mmlo 
id Turkiidi Ambub^iulor nt, Tobnan 

I lormutf ostilo. Infers <o No. S(k Infomti 
linn EFGlifr^iniui" will ehtIvo 1st Fobrtmry. 
i!es|UPHtfl ilmt Sir G, Jtnreluy nmy bu ra- 
formed by cable 

Ea$(uni Azerbaijan. KoforBloNo, 104. hi^ 
nit Mels lu join with Russian AmbasHaiJnr 
in repnesontfltions m tn conduct of Tiukidi 
i: UJitibg'iiiLer.Ll at Talra'uil (sen No. 1 M J .. 

Pali mu Kluii, Transmit* mcmyiaiidnm com- 
muiik'aud by Hcerotary of PeLsIan lango- 
i i- -n, dra wing attention to ufi'ded raljtl Lfcy of 
l;n--i;m proieskion. being jjraniod to. 1 
TvangftiLtH als.-j rejply uf Mis Majestyh 
OoveruffiijLtLt (aim xNm. 131) ,. ,. 

Ib'iiil between Ibmdnr Athiih mid KiTtmin. 
lifers to No. 70. Concurs Lu remarks 
reUiivy rn AskaLiatl-.M.^I ilJ Railway, In- 
ntruela iMht in iiicntiiin i|iiestioTi of pm* 
riKul L'.i Husain u Govertimmit 

tioiLc] gnord in goiiLlmni Persia, Refomy. 

Nhp, 17, Informs bf Itiisu-1 liy 

Hiv i t lliifclny ivi nefili'iclh uof LO jrtrwnl. 
surtax to 1 Eilainn:. Urgea otensi'i’tt of 
surtax to all Gulf port^ ►, ., 

Hitu-i1a.ili in RasloTri Ajiurbuijau. Kafrrs to 
No. 12 H, lafortns ui No. L03. In view of 
a.:: linn of Rush an I JtLVetliniCTli, II i* Ma- 
jesiy’s ('JovermicuL cannot intern al' at 
51 reteniliurgli , * ,, ,. 

SEttirea of jtjikliti.ui kltati* iii Anglo-Persian 
tfil i uqjpnHy, Trifin'iiEs uf N".,, Nil. Hu; 
»uats eonijiiLuiitu (see Ny, 1,77).. 

Rikiidu III Soulltcrn Ik.Tsia. Tvaimmlis l> I■ > 
from jMllhsis. [Hxtm a<nl Go,, giving |mi - 
Tttmlarri of LUefral exaeit'mn levied on 
Muleleem(weo Nns, I<1.3 and 227) 

Pool gnardw in HomLmrn P'T-iin, liiiptlriM 

i any ... cnii now In* givum 

answer I u furjm'r eompluints as [jp hNiIu > I 
rmdit Xt", I7dj .. 

ISushlre-HliiwiK road, iVi-Un Guvei'iira -.n 
Intve acerjiU'd msjnni Ability b r roatl 
miming lo .brreb 
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Advance: Ui FVrdan Govcriitneul. 3 Us 

li-inilnd l i■ Mi11i?1 er For Foreign Affair- 
rtltiv-juCmifirr in .4CHHU Of No. 122, ;l]k 1 [old 
EtEni th-at Min Maj^t/a Government do 
not wish to uveiburikn ndvnuco with 
cemdiLbi i n (we No*. 1 36 &m( 115 ) .. 7A 

Hovtuus o*ide. fu Forms of intended ship¬ 
ment of, Ijy Messrs lillmger ,, .. 78 

Joint- advance. Refer? to So. fSfi. Retain 
Mi-Itiscer I'arUnnly iekjgrjpliCtl cCiiwIitioiFM. 
fou&'uLti Minister ior Foreign Afoiw must 
b* under same raiaundcni Landing ,, 7 p 

Turkwb consul-genctnl m Tjibrees, TurF; ’rsh 
Ambassador (Buies intrigues of.. , , 79 

ib-odi'rdingrt nf Turkiah consuLgoneytil m 
Tabreoi, Minister for Foreign Affair? luw , 
wnMdegrum to Count lii-nckcu lorff, sli-- 

Keeling action by the two Atuhnssstiliifs i.i? 

(SojflfcLaiitiiitjpSi’. Refer* to No, : L6 7E3 

J’renrFi linanefal ndvi^s to [lie Persia n 
1 =ovvriiuienr, Rejwrtii com mu lueaiiLm 
made by Genua rt ArnLicu*snj3!c»r do '[tnfsu-r 
Au- t-VjpeiKu Affairs pretextiii^r against tlm 
as^rrifui 17 Franco of tiny upeciid 

JXaiation in Persia . „ l . _ 7ft 

Advance (0 E'creian Government. Exports 
eon volution wiili IVlinisder for Foreign 
AfFsiirs w\lh regJird 1-. [irojK^uj ;3s;,l 3Us 
ilnjwuy’H Government shoiihE udvmieo 
1 lurk full siture at Emgo, Minister for 

l-Woiyri Affaire avurso hi prx>[K ■.<-:» I. 

Hukn1zj» ttfU'ONMiicnt unwilling tfi di(|vBtu:i! 
ilieh full quota until Persian Goveratiieut 
l«LVe applied f or a Joan „, ., m 

Tti rood'i'reinn frontier, Refum to Nth 980. 

Heporl* reMesemiuioj] rmulo by liim§ciF 
111 id Russian imik-iurnu to A 3 inai^tcr |A> r 
Foreign Affaire mill Grand Vj-rkr, nigl tltuir 
I'ufjl !E!rS (fil'u Nqs. 22-1 Mild 315 ) .. Si 

Fn^ioni Azerbaijan, Itefers tn N“o. 157 , 
lte[Mr1n indli iiotii'iis yimi by Turkish 
A ni! 'u 'i-.wl rw ,il \. Tehran (1 :■ Turk i-.l l a nmu I - 
iti Tal<ree« mut assidrauteM of 

Mitiidrler far FerefgJi Affatrs r . ^2 

AI ty. Li I ee Ert Pri-.Miiir, Govt'rn!i 1 ent. [; efers t. > 

^>ii. CS|p B thjiiKidtirt 1 inn si \ jiditicms 

should Eta malfttBiifed ., ,, T . 

Advn,ru-(i tii< IVtmUh GiPverninoEiE. liifurmH 
ot i i'inesL'miiLi.iiiH luiidi- by l 'er-i.Ki chargd 
TaT7ELi.re.Hj urging iimruulib^> ih^kluu 
132 J , p ^. fe bb # 

l-nrrlitr n^uniiLrEjpi dcsiied by Bhriliii of 

Moluirjimni'ab, ‘Irun^miis ivrf XX, No, 

1 S 3 . iJUtiUBsea {see No. 23,81 ■* go 

Tapugraiilitcnl survey in W^Ah-ni PcTsk, 

K'ijJit;- n> No. 3D. PioMtiuo* that iustniu- 
(imie ly th\ Si-iitt to [,r. vno.1 [uitup (N]Uiu- 
meni in Ihiliij mi; bi neeorElnuqcu with 

mmjnny'a ivi»he.i («eu No, 1C3) 

1 Ei'iid beUi-vu ISuuder A1 p1«m and Korijiail, 

Pufeu, to Ni,', 1H, CtiHeiiM in So, H -E „, M l. 
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Afr, P. C. Suiuk 

*, 

Jun. 31, 1-910 

Hormuz otcide. Refers to No. CO. Tiana- 
iniks further telegia^hic eoi're.Hpondeiice 
TA-ith: Telitan uguni 

04 

ME 

Sir (r. Ha^elny ,, 

A l Tel. 

Feb, i t 

Huhlltrc-Skim?, road. ltefern, to No. 135. 
Ueportii Pur.iian Governmeitt liuve on-! 
copied reapansibility- far Jirrcli roule 

65 

i;>^! 

Sir A. Niiutlttm 

35 Tel. 

1 5 

Advance lf> I'lU'Kian Govf-rnrrieut. Um in- 
for [Lied Minister for PoroSgil A (Taira of 
substance oF No. L-IS P Jind naked early 
answer from Russian Gtivennnont f j ' 

pLXi[Kmuh r , .. ,. ,, 

85 

Jail 

la India OlAifif 


1, 

Ruii^aiL tjuaraiiMo cordon in Nortli-Eastern 
Portia. Refers to So, D5. Glvesre-i^ni ' 
far not rwit-ing-que^liou , . ,, 

80 

IM 

T - Angkj-l^raiaEi Oil 
Cuuipnliy 

■ * 

1, 

Disterliani'C! between EakhtEnri gunrd-j at 
Mftldati-t-Naftun. Auknowledge-i N(f. 115, 
Meusuro of 3-^iikuaCe In ljo given by 111s 

Majesty’* imiisul nt Alixvay, ||l|Li1 ke loft In 

lbs* dldCru-Liun (see No, 1J2) 

m 

loo 

lob 

Courtl'.-J v d|-nfL of Kl> 
[dy aiiilrt'SMd (<.► 
Ueinmn Govern' 
melit by M. Fsvuhiiy 
Mr. I 1 ’, ('. Slrlek 

ConfidenUfl) 

2t 

h 

Financial advLsora to Fersloiti Govnrmnent-, 

Expluina [XMiittoTl of aEFuird 

iforimiz osble, Tijaunmits tejegram from 
Tehran agent, ruspeotiug Musih-u l-Tu jjeu-’is 
coapesaijQli .. 

at 

a" 

t:?7 

Anglo - l J erkiati Oil 
Comirwny 


2, 

Delivery ui. Baklitlari khans of share* duo 
to iln■m, Ack 11 ow]L. 1 1 1 .ltos No. 132, PutiUe 
out (tiaj. slinro* noli ddlivorable till oil lnir ; 
passed lb rough (bo IrtForms of 

reporls ish to intent iiui of kbaua to wll 
tliL-ir shares, ll&rpiost^ iiis]'ntcli cf ivk-,- 
Eniiii in 1 iti* tmum; (huy No, 177) ,, 

S7 

I.W 

Sir A. Siuolsim 

yj Tel. 

2- 

Advance to IVrsiim Governmant. Quo-Htlou 
w ill IjO decided skoilly nr. Eauuvci] 

85 

m 

Hell-f Sul,tun *, 

>P m 

.Tun, '27, 

Protection for /elle Sulbm'H kntiily and pro 
IHirtv. TrutiHruitu letter M His Majesty 
the King, requesting (see NX> f 

m 


L1 1 lLlil Ibli-L'o 

B " 

Peb. 2, 

'i'ojirigrailllical survoy In Hi null - \Ve*t 01 -fi 
Ik'inia, Refefft lo No. 121. "I'liUn-imit* 
tolegoaiu tmiLL Viioroy reporting da(e: of 
Air, Scott's (leprlure (see No. l^k) 

m 

1(31 

Sir G. Rarelay 

A2 Trip 


Advtnvci 1 (■> Persian (ku'emeht. Reports 
iH'prtMihlalioiiM inmlr by NicHr-iil'Mulk, 
|i--tiltout dlnastrous effeci of delay in 
grunting 

60 

133 

51 M r 

43 Tel, 

;s ? 

Shares of Buklitinu kluinH tn Airglu-Persian 
Oil Otnnpany, Refers to No, 110. Pro- 
jmWM [hat Ills Map -.ty"h consul should kn- 
uuido i lian 1 iu| 1 'r leh very wbene w r i t takuH 
placu (sue No. 1031 ., 

HI* 


To Sir 0, Unrclny ,, 

Te|. 

3 , 

SluireH (if Jtakktiari kliltlts ill AllgkvPenniau 
Oil (kimpanyi (kuitjiiiviy u]iih:al'-J toprie 
posidsin Noa, 110 aiiil 102. Enquires as t-. 
inteudod sal" cjf [iiuir flbarcs by khans (sue 
Noa. 170 and 1"7> ., ., 

DO 

lft4 

To Board Trade *. 

■* a 

3, 

Raid guards in Southern E-i-rsiu, S jifoninul 
No. Mi 

-JO 

1G5 

p >* (* 

1 

[171)1] 

B -fl 

2, 

lioada in Snuilirm ik-rsin. Adtunwlcdgea 
No, 133. Pi-r^Ean GovertiuunH iiowgrb-^- 
to prevent illegal exam loll*, and 11 l-? 
MujnilyV (Joveruineiit n>h.Hider it UtfdeKi 
tti renew rrt(UH^uuUttion» ,, 

' ’ d 

1 90 
























TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


No. 

Njlliifr, 

No. 

Rate. 

Si'hjkct. 

Pago 

ICG 
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Henckoitdorlf 
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l'Vd>. 9, liUO 

Finutieial adviser* to Persian Gdyornmenb 
Itefera to No, 155, Concurs 

91 

367 

To Aii.lAo-]' i-r.dart OIK 
Ouiih[u tty 


Si, 

Topographimi -uvvu.y in South - VXeitern 
Poraik. Ui.dyrs io No, l5i. Informa of 
No. m 

91 

108 

Truflsury ,, 


9p 

liWirdwe of cronsulju' gnurd nl Hnntlftr Abba.t. 
SaTietiuns chiirge on Imperial fimilti fur 
three* months 

91 

169 

Anglo - Persian [lit 
Company 

a m 

=f, 

Toixjgmpliicnl survey in SohUj - Western 
iVn-Wi. lkfuL-4 to Nrk 148. Cndenitiinds 
fi'Arn No. 99 Ltiat Mia Mii]eaty'SHc:eii?iul nt 
Miifiamiuerali luut already given .Mr. Scott 
full Lne;lrucriur3ft 

91 

17(1 

Sir (!, linrcl iv 

A 1 Til 

1, 

Flitinjii "f Fukhliai i khans=.in Angle-PprsLan 
Uil Coiri|inny. Uef^r: 1o No. Hhf. Khaim 
do ^iut wi^l l L> diajpcfte of sinu'es in {.sen 
No. 177) 

92 

171 

Sir A. Nieiilson 

■14 Tel. 

'■ 

AilvjuKje cj Ptnsuui Gov'Cft-Jujiorit, 
pi'j^.wd n3l 3b3me Miui^tet- urg&riry uf .. 

93 

172 

To Siv a. Nicolji(j.ii ., 

fill 


Proceudiiigft hT Turkish con&Lil-jrenural at. 
Tabi-owe. TnuifttiuiH No. 125, Jluft shown 
Ciuml IjoEiuhentlnrf]' No. l)K, Informs of 
Nn. 127 .. . 

92 

179 

Acting Canaii.KIcne' 
hl! Truvor 

1 

jC funnier dnl 

Jan, 19, 

MeUOpotAtnliiiL iiTtgftiloii, TronsQll^ 1 utter 
I'rmn Sir IV, WEllcricks 

99 

171 

Sir <1. Han-fay 

15 Tel 

Feb 5, 

ICibim Khan. l!e|k>i'ta defuat of and flight 
towards Ittiswlan frontier ,, 

97 

ITT 

J] o - * 

'1C Tel, 

5, 

TolegL-apli:^ Kefure to Puil X. No. Ua.ftiid 

Part VU. No, 22, I'jnjutrus an to agree- 
tiuiiit mnnttcittecl 1»> Kirk, whnreby, tailitig 
reinwviL] of Indo-l'hirofM>CLtL Tulegraph 
to 1 1munt 'h coriccasiLiti, 'I'dirn 11 -iinsl 11 ro line 
Injiseii iej Indo Comply 

97 

176 

To Munelutdiij Cham- 
IftT of r'lmnii^rt'o 

► i 

5, 

lb mil gisnrds in Si ml hem Purp-ia. Aeknow- 
tedge* No. Ink Ijiforoiji no tlueiaqn yet 
hjrrivbd nt .. 

97 

177 

178 

179 

To Anghi-Peiraian Oil 
Company 

Sir LX [inrelay 

is Tel. 

5, 

IS. 

DuUvury to ISakhtinri khans of ulihfrin dim to 

tin.. liefers to No. 157. Infohus ef 

No. i.LlU. Enquires it nmijiarty has any 
objevlinu tftt'e No, 282) JP* J V'j 1 

Hahim Khan. UeporM has cro»sei] imnlier. 
Mi a-a:es cikeii by Viceroy of Cjim.-asiis 
(ram Nu, 181) .. 

n 

9A 



-Id Tul, 


Humiatt fr ■ '-ji.-i in, Fl'J-.C i. lEepirth debate tu 
■Metljlifts mid red;:, mu ion of Minister for 
Fmdgn Affairs, I'ml .ilijlity nf reprc- 
■■oLtliuiot^ i’loiij l'ursi:in ... to 

lin^tiiiLSi Mtnklur (sun Ne>, JmI and it) 1 ) 

98 

18ii 

M PI i + 

s r HJ TeL 

- 1 

Pu^bui li.iejH in Persia. Ilefers to Nr>. 1713, 
tbwsiun Mini Mur de-Trus to iiodlpmic with- 

ilrriwid |if 

99 

181 

M H i. 

51 Tot. 

7n 

Unkittt Khan, Ibftui'o io No, 179, Uq-Kntft 
li n.wLan t In veronnmt 1ms ref Li sc'.1 n pplicn- 
t i ■ ii for okI radii thin >>f t h-i l u No. f8iij 

9!l 

1.W2 

i"ll A. Nfindsnu 

m Tel. 

”i 

Ibihia! kioiii. Keports appliunliun madi; by 
Feiftian tlovenmiopt lor L'Sthiiblion of, 
ML'LvstlW* (alien by lEnH.Htfui' Lb,VeriiUlelir 
(flue No. MM) ,, ,, f< 

99 
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To Anglo-IWsian Oil 
Company 

To Mr. T. W. rii.mi- 
fopl-Amlrevra 


idr <:, lJu relay 


52 Tel. 


ssTei, 

r.i Tel. 


Anglo - Persian Oil 
Company 


Sir & Dercluy 


131 i. „ .* 

! 

E LI 11 Sir A, Nirndon ,, 


■ I iJ L L'I i 

17 Tel, 


13 ; 


Ilia) 


199 


Jiiiiln: QOmi 


Mi-. T. W, S < r.i l fi ml - 
Andrew's 


Sir CL lEistduy 


M 


5fl TtiL 


a, 


*p 

s* 

o, 

St. 

0, 


3, 


10 , 


SmuKcr. 
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Rusiiu n 1 rmipo i a P&wta RepofU' eorti nieiii* 
made by Minister for Fbreign All airy on 
nttUntlo of Metljliw towards 

Russian troop ht Persia. Refers Io No. 

13 0. lEL^ Majesty*** Government consider 
it imulvisablu io aihiveem protest U> RujistftEt 
Government {H£ti Mo. 191) 

Re no mil of Jndo-Euroimii Telegraph 0c- 
piiiKrmiii’ii c»»inter-" in Persia. Hefm to 
Part X, No. IE 7. TttuHnlifS No. 175, and 
nsksi that infornutinii may bw supplied to 
SirC. Ihirday, Kuhn* (o Part VJI, No. 
ifi (bos iCti. 205) 

TopographicAl survey in South-Western 
Perl* IHofnri? to No, 3 21, Informs ut 
No 1(8. Transmit-- Nr., 1G9. tiuggente 
no act inn possible in view of No. HiC (we 

No. jgffij 

HllBTCft of lS:ikl|lian kliftli-H ill Anglo-PoraLftn 
Oil CfnniBciy, 1 rlfonne of Nol i"0 (hiq 
Ni i, 302) .. t , .. 

Road bctwooti Bunder Abba 8 and Kerman. 
No, 138. Pihi i XX, under eoiuidvmmn. 
Points out tllfH country loo disturbed to 
allow ef survey by nil engineer (yea 
No. 1.38) .. + ■ - «. * ■ 

lLilitfu IClian'ii plunder. Refers i« No. 181. 

I l^vt urged mi [{unman Min in ter diFftirnli dUy 
of CiUilisonJjnjf (fiOO Nos. 1.30 and 201) , . 

Ifotrim Khan. H,$ers tv No 189. ICepwta 
o3i di-ns nihility of removing ns for from 
frontier lift possible ,. .. . 

KusWui l“00ps ill PcoiiL Refers to No. 181. 
Ibis made verbid emiimumCattou to Prime 
.Minister, who Is about uy make repress Lla- 
lions nl Lonrlon and Hb Potcrftimr^li, 
Attitude tif Hiisaian Minisier (atv No. IeiA) 

Xsd.inruT to be. jjiven to oil conii-miy by [lift 
Mnje.ity's urnund Hi Aluviw, At knowledges 
No. Job Uominuul-s i+ ,■ 


Topo^rapSiica! survey in Smith - tvi-si itii 
Persiu, AckaOwlodges Nif, 3 ' 57 , lh> 
ndvls#d Porainn ogenlft . ■ -. 

llahito, \\hiM. lioffr" In N<>. _I89. ^ H.im- 
luelils on I'ei^lfftt for ['xErnOinimi of 

tVitbdrawnl Kits-hui irxjdpK. Hofom i > 
No, im. M. 3V>kSeivaki is relievedi n* h> i 
no iiign elitnigu i>i uttttudfl of 
Prime Minister 

llnssum «■ r.-»ri[5i.s in liVrjdn, 1 lives anlisruneo 
of reply in 'Mlm**" i<j uritclo in " Daily 
Nows iiroie^lieg aijainst jh-i-m-ih'o of 
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KkJ 


l'rr-ventrim of Ssirtftili.-i in North- 
Porsm. Poueuna in No. 118 

lltKid bofcw^tn Hu mler Abboft uii-I Ki-rnun. 
tirfors t” No. I S. A]i|i: 0 'ent!y iv-v 
j!b.\:ii-iit to ili:.p.iiidili i tpgineer nt present . . 

Hl-eft-Su lian. Uefurft bi No, 117. M.ls in- 
HtrHi'O-d Ills MiijealyV itousul ul IsimIuui 
[lifC to nJloLL- liis fucnily to Like Imsl, i"n- 
i o ll i l 11 L iwtiull would tl'. 1 LLwdeSH .. 
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Sii-G, Purdny- 

00 Tel. 

Fell. 10, If 10 

WjUtwlrAWil of Russian troops. Reports 

interview with Minister of Interior, wfcto ' 
Says jsrRSOHi?e of troops. UMesdlattm 
ar-.Ei of Cabinet (a«o Xu. 203) 

103 

T-i JSir A. Nitotaou ., 

73 Td. 

10, 

Ifaliitn Khan. Instructs to inform Miqiislor 
for Foreign Affairs of last paragraph of 
N(i„ I?!), [Mid Id i!tn[tlirt' if Itah 2 j. 1 i hibs 
brought any plubdcr so Ilunoian totrUnry 
(rtc No. 229) 

105 

Allg bn - Fttslfin Oil 
f.'omjrany 



Shares of Bakhtinrj kb^rm iu Vnglo-PerHuiL ■ 
Oil Company. Refer* ioNo=. 177 mid 1*7. ' 
Com(UL»y willing tp efiner. delivery m' 
flliaios through fik Majesty's consul nt 

A Ins an, bm desire n li.it tEunir agent* 
nliOLiEd, bo prompt; 

103 

►nrHaieby , , 

^'1 Tol. 
Very C(utr r 

it* 

Husurn ami Persia. Reform m Xo, 2fi0. 
Uommojita on attitude of Russia, mid 
growing exasperation Lit Persia, JV-sb 
Entity of Cabinet crisis (sec Nos. 209 mid 
212} 

10G 

IN IN ■ , 

<53 Tel. 

u» 

r -'bllin1 I.':],'i-. L ! i i.tno MlniMer lists tOliifLTiriL 
hi a resignation (sou No. 2y?} , „ 

l Cl G 

1 lidin. Uflici) 

* i 

n. 

Rouowul of halo - European Telegraph 
Dwf.KU'tiniinHV contracts in PetsC-l. Jiofois 
til Ni... 1ft,i, Trau&initd copy If if unto on 
rhn sul.ji'N-r. by Ltir^ttOr-in-cIucfp llido- 
Mbropeari Telegraph iJuj^fEmmit 

10$ 

Sir G. JlarCky 

<;.t To). 


RjjjisHmi ironic in Persia. Report* diacwxi 

Sion* nil tW tHinsdcm betWMU Russian 
Miuistt'r mid Persian Goviunniahl. WiHi- 
dlrJiw;il of troops condition it on KiAtleinoTit 
of ciiftnitv 'dm#' .. 

110 

PI O * * 

Go Tub 

is. 

Cubing! cri*!*, Refers lo No. 20-1, Prime 
Mimuk-t Jiuu withdniwn resignation ,, 

no 

£\i A, N kelson , „ 

.T-V / V: ’ k . 

i* 

Advance lo Peri-iflii Oo^fi'niaout. CNhin 





iiiiii too on Persian, uffmrs Isas accupfetj 
jirojr^fils of liiii SltijoslyH (jovonmiGiit in 
lirtiw:L[.le .. .. ,, . t 

110 

To Mir- i }. lWulay ,, 

i'ri Tul, 

t-- 

tbis-biiti inn jpg in Pi.Tflin, and ltd v.t m-n ( ■ 
I'uisimi (Jovuriimcnl. IMeo to Ntv 2fl3, 
('ufiviij'.-uiliou bb'Uli 3fus!»inii Ambftssadeu'. 

J ln?i uracil iieci^dh til ;n.h ijii('o i ■ 
rO|iftbL'ni(;[ i«^ iC: lS ion "f.H' withdrawal of 
troop 

110 

o t? ** 

17 

is; 

Nl nnltr -ti-f IsmoiliiL at Xishttpur, Rufora to 
Nn. (Fit, ,a |tjiTnv(-: net ton, nml iuHtntsit-H 
to pj i'Hri fur punishment t-f offundorK 

111 

^]|- A. NicoiKoti 

e l Tel. 

it 

Advance to Persian (jovurittnnnl. liiies 
sulMtatiLVi of memorandum from UussLoi 
fbtvenaincut n^pcetiug eondittnjis m l*u 
utlncliod io .. *, 

111 

i i i> ii 

7>u Tel, 


IviitisUn froopu in t’erain, Procou.liu^s in 
Mcdjli^i Lb-fora I" No, 2W;b lii'i-rih 
mtitwlN that Mia AlnjnstyA Itiivi^niuQiit 
hIh-liM nvnld uppeai-iLiica ol MupportiiiB' 
t’urnian ifnvormniniL ,, 

in 

Sir iL Burcluy , , 

2a 

-lab, 19* 

I, jiTo 1' ru 11 ija, Lionel- wifl u. ] t ■ u t& ml Vt N X, 

No- 11 i. TLvuismits dcaptttefi froiiu ItL^ 
MiLjysly's tkilin^ mtisiil - general at 
Tiduvex, n'portirtj? iibortleu uc^oiintlouH 
will! Uu.Kr.irtu Kond ibmipniiy. lJ;n iLgiat-d 
to iimko ooucoKiirtii ;i I'y^diltun for sul- 
viun\? h Reform to No, 87 
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Sir (>. Ifarelay 
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situation lei Para EinftL^ to No. 3, Tram- 
mi.es de>i|>itdo from Elis Majesty r actiuj; 
coaHnl at Shirax regarding, infers to 
No. 2 
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215 

‘I ■■ # ' 
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23 p 

UeorganifintLOii of Ministry ol Financoi 
Traibsusiln rwpurt by XT, Ifisiot, rcconi- 
mending eagngcmfitit of fi>rcigti treasarer- 
general sicllL .-is ollsur Foreign fisjK-rtJ ., 
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23, 

Cocidiliona Eh Kurdistan. Transmit deit- 
piLieb ]" rum Hi* Mujeety’fj acting coaBOl- 
^acml at Tabreca, reporting un 
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217 ' 
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rut ii-i lion in Persia. Roportswi poBition of 
Ministry (refers to No. lf)9) .md on situa¬ 
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27. 

A lie Hit ion oF rifirttn of FcTMiin ■[jovcruromit 
jalVArcy oil concession. Bfiforrtd Fart 
XN, Ny’ 303, Reports depnum d ^r. 
jllalro. lias told Miniffijr for 1'orcign 
Affairs tbit 11 is Majesty f a i iovnrnmetu 
OKfmrb-d to be LnfuniiL'd of similar offers 
in future ., .. ■ - *■ 

129 

210 

pp n ■* 
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27, 

Raltiiti Kinui and Russian flciirm in Awr- 
Iftiijaii. Refer* to Pmf N\„ No. 
Transinits rtapateh from Majesty's 

acting cnugul-gmietal nr. TaH«. i«- 
garditig misrepro*L L tnntinna of Itidnm Khan 
iis lo llusaian nctifin , * 

vs 

220 
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3S, 

Mnntbly BtimtHAty of events in Persia, 
'iraniti ,, ,, ,, 

132 
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Sir A. NkolKott 
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Pel). A, 

Advjisn'o to Persinu ilovctnmcmt. TIsw 
itupiessetl m Prime Miniater urgency ef,, 
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PP HI " k 
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A, 

Advance to Persian bovornmeHi. TfniiHmiti 
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lVnn.ui GowriurtciiL [itr vilrauitliui oj 17:' 

VViHulrj.Wttl of Iau s ill 111 triMi|fN fr.nn H iZUil. 

Jlu . Lktgnd wi foi Fdfrtigu Altftii - 

ilnairaUlUy uf, Vn.-z oJ M(uUt«r lot 
f'orvigLL Affuiiw <♦ *1 IWk 
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Pcige 

SftU 

SteGi Ikrday 

37 TuL 

Fdir 5ft, 1010 

Advance m PcFSiithi GovPrmaontv Heard! 
lK.Lt jiojJtiiar ikiiionstrations nni hdn« 
O^fiiBwC ngfein&fc Poisitio]] of Si[iu,Kdir 
alid HaftJar A*::md , t r , 

ISO 

530 

To Mr. J’, (.', Slric-V.. 

*■ 

5ft, 

MustTK, I'rvoin. Stutkcii and Co. Ackntm- 
liid^.F.H No, 51111, Identity uf it t'rr I.Uto- 

imP . * . , . | 

ISI. 

501 

Sir G. Harelay 

an m. 

Mar; l h 

Crowi l jewels/ Ji(*[hDj tt iuioption of Gflvern- 
iiiiiii in sell before siding in regnrd to joint 
m 1 v in uro and probabEn ni'i'jval of Ptirin 
juwdler to valuo 

isi 

205 

Sir l;, Lots!, bur ,, 

3ft Tel. 

t, 

Ott iuimlei [.KiMHEikgpnenvl at Talireex lEeFcn? 
l" No, £7L Jins >npjiuiceil Htifssian Aifi- 
'i ;i -jicSnr. lieply of M mister for Ford ft ii 
Affll j I’N ., ., t . 

IftE 

s>p:s 

J's)' N, IJiijrliiy 

b:i TuL 

2t 

M-iisni' of InroinurV m 1 .. i. n.ii i i lit - Details 
.is Eft CU1130 Of (sou No, 301 j 

135 

5 U J 

1 ■: ■ Si r iFai'ctav ■.. 

15 Td. 

A 

Mini 1 ‘ontruci fti Hank. ltojJW in 

X''. 5'fiV Commanicfiticm to Hu^aimi 

^nvrmnioht uiiitOLieiaiiry {■•-.uv No. £35) .. 

JHi 

5135 

Sis' A. \ii'!;■!:-.m 

7'i TuL 

5 

Siti‘n.!"on in TuUwn. (.‘inivtimutioti tvilli 

Minisi-r fin* FoiwijfJi AfTnSj'^ wpciEtinl,,', 
lvl|i> F'ftiJsidrM's sjHiJLiiF'ii liy nq irlUiills 
siilE^frvi'lftEy (iMte Nft. S303> 

135 

50- 

Sir EG Hnotrljiy .J 

S"L‘ 'I'd. 

3 f 

1 Iftji Cbil itjl] ftf silvi'r, Ri.^h to Nil. Sil-L 
J’ nil: Lijivp |jnd Uoc« iliLi* 

■ !:>-r ye.'vi' l'\|.■!■>-(.■ .1 ht ti refevreil 

(fide No. JlCI) . P + . 

1@0 

Lf.li'i 

'i'i i Sir i i. Mns< lay ,. 

31.( ‘M. 

3, 

iitK.si:iii i onf-fli. ]■>! j i.i ires (nii.li i>f repiLl 

i turn ilfcy-i " 1 Kudina luivp li^n-n 

sfenric to lliiykirg ,. „ „ t 

\M 

2S17 

Admhiliy.. 

'ftiilidi U£::i1 

‘i 

*■ s 

N r, ,1 ... el riiiL‘,- 1 ^. Cmjijurs in 

Xn j.si. Imi igi|iirstd that ilitLiidimput 
liciy 1 ■ ii■StiH'rcl (iy ftidiim ir<Ki]KiaH f-ii"-. 
jh foaHlSilft .. 

l«3 

2llft 

U^ln-l'-<r>LLi:i {nil 

*- \ im^my 

.4 

it. 

iiJLj.i‘1 i.i! L ■ lSEiurs-ssi.itLor ftf oil eonijiiitjy, 

'I’ii.'mks Km- Nm. 57>i ., .. ,. 

13:1 

sun 

Sii' * l. Sturdjy 

01 T-L 

‘“P 

1 nttnia naviftition Gimsnfrir ng<*nr Iu,h 
nk;'iL -B i!i iLtrn-i wilK IniiOH KuImo su]J|i|y 
bnr^ft-. Ilii-siu will tactkij trn-tiait nt' 
liinEi'tial a* liitlitnEi ut ^Ks^itiKt .. 

134 

:i[H» 

« 

05 Tul, 

■it 

fr.iivii jt'wvK FXtii'ri jewdltT cijitif'tftLl .. 

131 

SiH 

i> ti i . 

!W Td. 

f, 

Mijjist.'i 1 11 crista, liefors to Xu. 20&. ItepoNa 
fnttlmr ., .. ,, 

I 13-S 

:ni2 

■’ ip t - 

o i 'I d. 

lr 

l-‘ in: l■..•■ ,! ii|vi-n>, lmlmiihy roinj: In 

|)r.-U-st iijjfi,in ^,'0 No. !tl!l) 

131 

;so;s 

IS ti i - 

n:i Til. 

'■f 

S ■ ■: i ■' :■ r, i nl 1S:;.: 1 .(■ r F1 ia,u 1 Icfm ti e ft Nft, JA7- 

PrjiaiEiEm. Lif Will th'ltMf nkiftLiE f’oIIujish nl 
Ii'O.l-. IJi-fi'rs In Xft. ’JLEj, I'iall-L'l'tgrt 

iiigideisl (litti No. IlM) . ,. „ 

m 

2501 

To Si. G, H.L-dity . . 

4:: id. 

: 

4, 

I 

G;.i l i! , pltEinli'ri 1 by tGiiiim Khliu, In- 

hU'd'ih in Rii}i|^rt rlniui iA l.msk'Jlin nwnt 
[.Hie Xfts. mid i’tirl) , „ <t | 

I3ft 

i M 

ft |F 

■1 l Ti’l. 


Naval diOachliimn n(, Slmnw, SnssunT- i>. 

«i‘ t'ir| Mj.li .1 „-11 iH i! is pftSHKte (n i'i- 

|jo Vft, Iti'fi'ih [II Nil. 5i37 , . - . 

13ft 

:s'.m 

ft 11 

■1". Ti’L 

1 

! - ■. 

f:tr| n !'li:]'IrrL i by Rtiim. If 

Hi 6 ’ 1 ' 5 'ii .‘."His I k'ltisrlin Hunk, Nif. "in 
Ici IMJ VCNM-HltTHHl . . . fSL-nNy. 1UH.K . ' 

IfSft 





Nu. 

XilfEIV- 

Jftlfr 

Da (o. 

Sum ect. ! 

307 

To lrdiii Ofligy 

m ■ 

Mar. 4, 1910 

Propound ielu(rn)phs COllvUiitioO. Transmits 

No* 3a*|. Aaks for views of India Onive 
mi nlternativo draft conveaEtoit (we Nu. 
440)* 

JlOS 

I'ft Treasury 


4, 

Anjlo-lnilian lonn 1" Durban Uoi-onmicni, 
1 IHIS-If Adjiatinciil on i d ii Hi'l^. Trans* 
mils No. 57'i, f!t>i]Ln;sts llnr vigwtf "f 
India Olliou nmy Lm complied witli 

300 

Aii^te-ror^hn Oil 

C'cnnparty 

■« + 

If 

Jj^Liiiidi Lind liar;?o*ou l : t i por Karim, liofms 
fin No, 577. Dim Persian Govern¬ 

ment iiro bbmid by terms rif TOmpesjiwt lo 
ft rant | cTmi^ion £oi- {sea No, KU'i) ,, 

3H) 

Tn I3ir (2. [Jari-lny .. 

n; Tel. 


7.[Lntcoii!vjif:l.r.f lmpoml Hank. No. a-By'docs 
ll(j| rillrtl ui El is .Mujetty's Otyorii* 

■ ‘ Hi , , .. 

3 1 E 

ft IF +4 

^55 

5, 

Sjihr-rMl.LKiivIdi. [nforMis of i-ftr[m'st. of 

I'nir-i.Li, J.i';fifciftii l,hft| |i<‘ ^imniEit Jiu-1 isi 

ri.:;eivi..|J by Ilk* I’nnuiftlt Ofli'IP. Flaseo]]- 
min .■ 1. tiiiziriiitt Atnfifisiiiulor will ptirsuv 
s.ione eounte ,, 

im 

Sir G. Hard ay 

y« ToS. 


Ixiixn of land L?n Karmi to THLssknjj, Hi-sT-r.s 
]'■ Hurt XX, Nik StfjlJ, His Majoslgt^ pi n- 
Riii.ir 1‘ilii'L'rs at AKwak nnd MnlNmmotnji 
(“ui obtain no etmlirmation, S'.i^.L'ests 
ttuit niuUfir miglit drop 

nil) 

Sir A, XicohMu 

31 Tul 

11, 

1 \■ rala and I V.-in :3i dmndnl ndvi m-\ a, Ei,*For - 
n> No; H<)5. AJintsIfr fur I'Vrri^li Ali . ii;s 
"^ln-ct-R that (Airman AmUi^-vidor will 
!■■!.'i broncEt ^lusstton, M. fsvolskyV 
opinion 

"M 

1! St ■ ■ 

8ii j'e!, 

Of 

lliiKdAii [roopn lit JV'i-siit. LUlin.T nioiiiitllnol 
in X.F, 3tl& Eulh iufjvi'd m St, Petei^bni'f'li, 
Miuisl/T for Fiijvyn AFFoFrs, IiO^hv toivitll- 
dtii.iv frotn Kioivin 

ttlft 

Sir tf. Tjoivtlmi- 

115 

Fck 57, 

Tiirin>-I*i‘r«um fvctiliir, Nnforfl in No. E13, 
Jic:j> irts inti'iiilisl ovininntinn r;f SukiK. and 
[kTlltifi* iiIwf nf NiL^liide nrnE Aliinuuiliir ■ iv 

I'urkiuh titKips. .. „, ’. 

:i10 

■ liiftrnmilimit(trirni il 
SyridlniKitoMt^srs. 
SaiBneL and in. 

*' 

Mar. 0, 

IritvntatiiJiinf syndicate. rnnsiuits nolo 
icsj:4‘i’tiii^ wmirUy uffcmJ by t'erslnti 
laovorumem J or loan t . 

:11C* 

Sir t;. Hare lay 

st7 m 


\ d\ aik V 1 11 Pfi 1 pi il 11 £ i iiV^JilllLt <nr, ] gl (F r v k iw.i 
“i Min is l' *'■ of Finn ms: wllli Hrilkli .md 
ijii-^iiiri AEinintor^. Full doiaits of di^-u-- 
: i i)l. l-laLLitnt is entirely in favour ftt 

advance .. 4r 

317 

To Sir fl. Barclay , + 

33 

i-i 

doint nlv io.iv.v. Pi*Fcj -h> Xo, JK9. l-'urfl.i i 
dyU nlsof diss-ift-mn willi tho Miuitftov fur 
lAift'i a Affairs on iMMidilmiiH ri^uirod 

Gift 

To Sir E. iloKtiliiyi ,. 

An- 

i-t- 

U 

ift'imimy and J’cista, Inforitm of ttouvethn- 
Lion will Germ (in AinUtuvnd'br rt»a[»i:Liri!^ 

14 Mil ioit [|F 1 j 1'!'[ 11 ii ny p Wii It n j icn’ia 1 reft■ n ■ i uns 
tbUtrman IlimnolMl olnimHOiiid tfnj o-ngAjfo* 
"tmnt nf I'VotLohineu i<,r MiuL-try '<■( 
Fi r uliu:o (see No. 4b J) ,. , ¥ 

3L& 

Tu Xil-nn-Slltlau 

i 

7, 

Smitim* itf ^iE-it- Snltmid vilJii^v.i by FJor 
vomer 1 •£ 1 'jjuhni, AukiiowMgcm Sft. J J"s 

32(5 

To fir <r. Hurt-lay .. 

{ 

■IT Ti-If 

y, 

litinndi is ilt! Inn ftn,H for An^lo-Penaiwn Oil 
Coiupiuiy on l : p[»r Karun. HcsVrn io No, 
iittSK Sio.s Forili jLrjfUElientH uf (Ims L'qjirt- 
juny em tuv(i*ir of. Sltnid 1 m iki> rui)t omou* 
in«ions i f Fe-'-md Govijnititont m (hi 

1 rivmn il thought Jit (lito No, 318*) 
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StHJKOT. 

Pl»£ft 

"S3 

Imponid Karik of 
rer-siu 

* ■ 

Mar. 8, ID 10 

+ 

Jiiinri, 1 a cj-ri Persian Govern ment d<*1 •! to 
Jnijii-jLij] Bunk. Informs of present js.*.-L- 
liuii of jjiiyuietits for (spy No, 432) 

U>2 


Hlielkli J liitr.il* ,. 1 

i ■ 


Eliuwiftn trwps in I’ei-sisi. Transmit:; rmiis- 
liilk-.ii of rupL't^nlaiiou received from Old 
]woplo of TuLucf tf pnot^tlng: against 
fhinHwjfins of .. 



SirG. Hit relay 

&a TuIj 

!»* 

Interna Norm] syndicate. Con-nociion nf 
0cborne with 

IH 

nr 

►i ■» ■■ ■ 

‘m Tor. 

»> 

Oil company, lldforsln No. 33fk riim hmi 

ur^in^ G-ovor, m allow Eauiidi on 

Upper Koran, nirl nulttKsj ilmt. [Kmii wij, 
now of pnitiiitf 11 boat* 11 ' Hi river. 

];■= unwilling Co demand further of Govum- 
mental present +4 

101 

:t£l 

Vo Fir Cl. ISmrbiy ., 

VJ Teh 

3, 

bran by Messrs. Samueb Refers to Nm 3£8. 
Sni iL r "i ion nb%wjr unlil liii^in l'i'; -lL>■ ■-. 
Wixiff in -i member df fins syndicate 

1 LI L 

rr* 

Vi i Ill’ll!! OflllHJ ,. 


k. 

Nil vial (tulacbirn-iiL ait SJliraft. TraitfplLb; 
Nih5._2fl7 iiincJ 3t)fa that wi.di or' 

Admiralty may be Imran in eu Leu! (doe 
No. SK I) 

m 

;i:x 

Hit 1 A, Niixihoti 

B@ m; 


1 »bl r-rjjM: ioiml i-yiEiltc.Lto. Reports (1ki( In 

hits handed ttidc-ttii'rntnir [*j .M inkier t'm 

Foreign Aftuil*^. Gijiivci-iicioia will. 

Mini -S. i fur Kh j■<-1 ^11 Adairs ro.fjmcti 

of ajf&ut of Ifuiiisoliu Ibink to 
‘relirnn (ndb N<x 3i?U) .. 

iflo 

:bf7 

i 

*i u *- 

M7 Tub 

l'b 

Sicmrli..n Hi T&hrto’X, lioporlfi ilijvinietinja; 
ftc.xxnintof.FEMI'Ni'd 1 iyA]ii.ii-oi■ i ft i-1 ireijjM 
A iiiii] h . wIje i t : 11 r, ter n pi liter- rei3ifi iretnii en i- 
of i ronjuj ait TiilnooK. (-so No. 338) 

m 

JW.f 

Sir ii, tamlluT 

’ii m 


Por-iiin Anibasdtniua' nc C '■ nnst jl u t i i:ll>jiUv. 
ltofeiu co Nlj, 27y\ ] Vr^inii Aml.ui^rnJur 

Inis lu.n'ii inform i cE uccordin^Jy. lic-^xmcp 
action Inkun by his flxnti-llonny .. 

Itfti 

:SrfL^ 

1 o 8 j A. Nino' ■ i]i , H 

121 Tel* 

H>* 

riilermlionnl syndieule, Hcfers to No,Jl2fl 4 
Kurly reply from Kiusscui (lovetnmi-iji 
degiinl'lo + , .► 

ilk; 

;wu 

To Sir 4: ESatetny h . 

(ill 

10, 

Mint vonnruei of imperinl Ifnisk. Ib-fors to 

No. Si LI*. VraiiHiJills [JIIJU'O! i nn . . 

Sly Sil '!'. AjKikf.M! iiimI Sir (i, NlsLLiki-iixis-. 
Not noei'i^-Jtry Cm JH - Mnjerily'H Guvc-j-]]- 
ment to mien inilMivc 

ISO 

:■ ,i 

Sir A. Xiilolwni 


lip 

An^io-Tin^ii-m ftfjreuucnit i-i I'd-r-in, fiivos 
rilil)s[hins'> of Jirtiuly i)i Mon’iVi ” 

CuiUhLuiilEi]^ inh'crsi-ly un , . h 

Elf7 

ih s’. ,i 

ij|3 mL 

ltun.nl of Tridu 


fb 

Itunil munril.4 in SoulluTti I’rmn. Licplkint 
No. S7i. 

107 

pi i i 

*p-i-p 

Sir G. IkiruEuy ,, 

1410 Tel, 

n> 

Ambiitnri coiivi-nlion. lEcferit to Nip. 7!' 

-MiiiJhlLi nf Tdcjifl'fipl'l* h: ... . lo 

J iy [iKi'netui’iit befoim Misljh^ once.. 

• tj'di'suuo of ealnbliehmoiiil »Jiui'jrf. (m>(' 
Joi. f 4'!] . i , ■ .. , L 

198 

L 

PP 1* ■ ■ 

III 

m tyi. 

: ■: 

n. 

‘iftliof l J iirtlil-i-kuli mi] Slunkji of Moll .- 

Tiler: lb, ]SoEh- l-j lo No.Ai 118, L11 - .11 .lj.^e y' . 
eonenl nt ALwak rupons inm eiubsnry nf 
viili in eom;lut3iuy .. xnh thrjl(!i 
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■ 

SlIujfcCT. 


Sir A, NieoUcEi 

its Tel. 

Mur* 11, lUlO 

Situntiun nt Tatijn Miui^Ucr fur Fornijfn 
AfTuitH Htncs-i tliac ^etioiifa nowa Ilih boon 
reccivi'il, uml that relnforectnentti urn 
liein^ lietd in loadtitess ;it Jnlfn 


J 

— 



3 98 

Vo Sir G. lltrrel^y .. 

m Tcii 

«j 

Buss! sm 1 mops nt Tsdim^, Text, of cohp- 
isnmiLAvtiou made hy (Jonm Honekendorff 
jumpertmjf jhitsililc necessity of rein¬ 
forcing, and reply of Hiu Majesty’s 
GinTi-timcFii iw to Q!ip|jitrtinfj iliis «tep 
fsl'e Nik. ij|3) . l H , 

IUf> 

J J eriintt Trjiunpert 

4 'ouipmty 


El, 

Uepir-. o: Goifai- Po'id^e* 'I'ninsmits loll or 
itdduvJiflcd i'h their Tell mil ii^nik ami 
WjjieK "f Gnctasnreti referred lo ihoretn .. 

iuu 

Sir G. iiaictiy 

10S To!. 


SiEimLltsn nt Tji1>3os:t- lEofers to No, 327. 
Givey telegram from 11 in MAjuat-yV 

nmsnt Satlai and ikfflLiv :iro ..ing to 

TtiUhwi ,, ,, „ 

SCh 1 ! 

11 95 * 5 

m Ti-i. 

ll>, 

Lieeteimiii Wilson oel Sliniir ]!■ vcr. Ikiinn- 
iii>n nf MO-WftM ln)tiig rcixuniuonded jiy 
Government of Iisdk {.mui Mm. -n8) ’ . 

SO? 

Sir A. N'icnhmi 

8L'i Tot 

n. 

ELlr niLitionill nyinli. -at< L . ltofoiA to N'..u 40LV, 
MilainCoJ lor J’oftnfrn Affail'R and MiniatiT 
of Finance agree, utui imvi* instrLio’cd M. 
I’olduuski iy join with Ilk Majeypy'n 
rujii'ostntativo * . .. T . L 

s«7 

O hi h" 

0>0 TV-1. 

it?. 

Germany und Tlthu. I j spoils comEiutni* 

sstiim from Goramn Ambaannilcir to 
Minlsier for l-'or-igei AfTnlra cmULeriiing 
.i|iiioiEitifiuiit of Froimh ft^Hiaitidbs, hs- 
ciiiK. koiumiiiiiuadicH] menttemi dj&paicli 
mi nect-adio Ifcmt: :i-.^'iil Lu Tehmn yw 
Ny* :TVS) 

2r>7 

IP 1+ * i 

J J Tol, 

IS, 

Advaiil'O til f'crniini Goemimuiit. Nis 

ri'ceivctl nieteoiniitlnm from itiiaoititii 
(‘DiTnintt'iil m rtiibjyet of internal ionnl 
HjEubcnlo, Gives [Virtlonlar^ .* 


i 'j Sir f j. ilnrclmy .. 

4S Tol. 

12, 

IrilcrnnilLOJiiiUyiidl sale. ] ir.-fors m No, d-id. 
Rl,fsn:r| jipiiL with Uiu,hili,i uollnagug. in 

iviiroirij- .. nt in sense of Nu. <fm> 

<«ue Nu, ;;aj 


To liEniird of TimEe .. 

OoiaCidfinEiid 


fulornaEiuhnl symiii-ate* Maijiiircii if nny- 
'lilntf known uf, or of Xfuyra* Woolf eu'hI 
Gaborrm (kcc No. 4GO) 

2438 

To director nf Mill- 
tnry Opcniliorw 

OonlidoEitial 


Iniernatioiuil ayii liuiie, Inirpiinxi if .my- 
tEiiit^ known uf Mr. Woolf ,. ,. 

m 

'To Aii^-Io-Pit.hIsui Oil 
L'oinpiuiy 


«! 

Kan noli and lurgM on Upper Karim fin- 
Ari-Ln-Porfliaii Uil GtHJlJKiny, l»ft‘rs 0 - 
Nit. :.ty-'. J iiFornifi nf Nog, JlSff and 

11 ipi's tluit fiamtuisiy may give effout to 

Sir (j. Ibirelayk vrislice .. 

St)L> 

To M-ossru. ,\| L >:ujlill.'I 
ii ud Go, 


15, 

In t'rn-itiorial Hymllc.itn. rnfaritw of oorn- 
in,;ni'.:iiliMH m 1m madii i - Tersiaii Goeei'it- 
ifteiit Uy two MinUUint at Tebrnci faint 
No. 37?). .. 

SHO 

Sir G, Hnnrlny t . 

101 Tel, 

is. 

f?ak:ir and fSn^lier Kltmes, Refers to \o. 
KKii, Elas fMeNr-niml ntity H-Lrp^rj-j-tlliur 

M. PokltKiVbiki'd dimmid 

SLW 


m Tot 

13. 

. 

Satc.ir anil iSvylmr Klnicih, Rcfi:].-i tu Nn. 
33-13* SUaatiijai at Tubievi/, ., +J 

2 til 

n tr '4 

toil Tel, 

ia* 

Situation at Taha-n -k, ItyfiSfa 4o Nip, :i 1 
EVobibln reluforenintrat of Riiiakn in, i[n 
(rfee Nb* U41) ,, 11 

Sid 


r non 
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create lind impression. In- informing iins- 
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n id. 

43, 

Germany and Persia. Refers to No, itil. 
PertietilarH concerning Gentian nommitm- 
cntion. Minister for JAiruijjai Affairs lakes 
fverions view. Detmtif (if conversation 
with him eje: the subject iscc Nos. fttJi uml 
EU7) 

Sltt* 

To Sir ti* Rj-rekiy 

53 Tel. 

13* 

SiieiMi hiT Mohamnnenih and VaU of Fnslit-i- 
kuli. Buffet* m No. 33 !. Suggcsia that 
Elis Majealy^ consm at Mqbamincinh 
»Jwuld want aladJiFi ., 

£11 

Sir U. Hardily 

£0 Foil. 

1G, 

Proposed imndgnitWi nf FTamEdioh Kurds 
into iKigltbburitobd (if Makui Transmits 
despatch from Mr. Smart concerning 

211 

» T* 

21 

10, 

(; crniaFi activity in AnurEmijo-n. Transmits 
despatch freni 1 lls Mw-jcsiy's jsc:1 i11;^ consul- 

general at Tahreez, on,. 

m 

M tP * - 

£2 . 

is h 

Advance lo EVrsi.m fjov^rnment. Trans l 
miU joint note communicated io Acting 
MinishT i'ru' Foreign As'EHif-s, ^Bming- erm- 
ditious. Regrets ihuf two GovermuetiE* 
have not re plied ear hur to Persian Oovorih 

IliH'l.l 

£17 

» It * ■ ! 

£3 

17. 

■Ionmey by Mr. Gbk:k in Rtidliilln distnut, 
Transmit* with d mmu-uls report n( fnr- 
wnided 3y acting: cgelhuI - ggtiwrd at 
liushirf , ... 1( 


.i 

SB 


M u k Ei 1 j< 'j'-cs- 5 ill i am .-IPsg<w-emorsE up of Aw ■.■ - 
haijim, Tiim*niit* dcsfuitdi from Acting 
Gouanl-GeimiaE Sumrt oonoorning 

m ’ 

M 11 •■ ’' 

£0 

24, 

Affairs in Persia. Reports on increase of 
onti-iSnssiiin feeling and on situation in 
Anerlftijfin and Kars .. 

2S4 

o h + - ■ 

£7 

£■% 

K emits in Persia, Transmit * UlOntELly num¬ 
mary tip to date ,. , , 

m 

O ir ■ < 

S!> 

£5+ 

Navigation of Like Tin mis, Trun-nust-i 

(leapatclj fii-m Mr. Smart, tv ill. |»‘tier from 
Mr. t". Stevens dinint-i.-LV.’itm# hitusidf of ,. 

i-w 

Hit A* Nitmleou 

' 

i i7 Mur. 


Affairs of IV-i-iu. Rt'jidrth convonia!ion 
wiili Minister for ]- , >in , i l gii Altai™ on 1'iia* 
■.■kn fni'ip^, advance iy Pdraiim 13oi-erei 
ment, mid rUEiimle of lieriuany, t 

£31 

‘Sirtl, Barclay 

108 Tel. 

H* 

SlUijiIioii in SomLierti I'orain, ELcfers to 
No. :kl!4. 1 -ardiU' jW:nl in nwai'O id negrn, 

1 iatious SicIW'imEL SuidoE end other chief- 
mias and Sms assimsd Ivmsel^ilj deputy 
a hut Sonh‘i will n<-i ioag hia |as..*,iiioFt. 
lIc.-ataK's tn bflog forward litis sidy of 
■ In: Iiucsikni (SCI’ No. li^7> 

:>3£- 

Tl it <8 ■ 

m Tel. 

li* 

l-.Litru'h on 1-piftT Knrnu. Eluftn-a to No.£Hf3*. 
tiovLMiirm'ai will allow laiaaich ternnororily. 
Acting Minhster for ['Virt'ign \ffri: -. 

^Oht.i for a yea r. 1 iri« agreed E n (ti is ow i 
lourgyiioj ljC toatEor (mio No, 3(3^) 

wr 

M If "* 

1 

l in Td. 

11. 

^.'a-iclli, Refers to N,e: :t0ii nncl SJi'Cl. Umde, 
not TiiEitdli, in ujfgnt of Deutsche JSunk „, 

£32- 
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Nnar. 

No. 

I>aie, 

SVEIJECT, 1 


3Gj 

Sir A. Nicylson 

aa Tei. 

Mar. 1-1, 1310 

ter many and Pyrdn. Itefers to No. ^7,5, 
Minister fur l'arrl^u AlfairpfearH ih-ulsdie 
itiinkIHQV detain promise (drailway cono?a- 
sion. Tliinka MiniaUT For [>'oreign AJTairiH 
may be forced to Bagdad Rntlway 

(we Non. and j 

£33 

SGG 

?J ]T ■ * 

H Tel, 1 

Hr 

Situation ai TaSneui!. lEoporfes dtsnuioting 
new - recoiced hy Minister for Foreign 
jfcffbjra (see No. 378) ,, 

233 


To Sir A, NieolsiLUL ,, 

]£G Td. 

M. 

(Jumiljjhy hehE Porsiu. liolern to No, iG2. 
Uuhuls i-hiLiiLH put forward hy Ooimt 
Meltondoli ns in eun4jtioissof loan which 
shaiiltl provide for [xjHliion of (jerm.ui 
SLllijects mid rights of tJemnniW. ltequoste 
informal i nn m lo )aiw M. i.^vofsky will 
aiufwer German Amhosaodor (ecu Nm 875) 

£33 

isos 

0 0 ■< ■ 

127 Tut 

11* 

tiermuuy -ml Persia, Re fern to No. 3&£. 

Suggeats iliLKi withdrawal uF Kusiviti force 
might help 1.0 avert (3orman interfon'iict 1 ! 

QuwiriotL 01 (3 L-ruinn complaitit an ts ioart 
conditkona .. . * ,. *. 

£34 


It tJ a ■ 

128 M 

U t 

Germany and Persia, J^efers to No. 3GA, 
EfliiibiiHiiment of good relations bcdWocn 
Rtiftsia niLiJ E^erda i^ aeceasary to overt 
German interference .. ,, 

£34 

im 

Sir Low n her 

I-IG 

ln p 

AfFaE™ in I'yrsin. Refers to No. ^70, Re- 
ports eonviMwitEorL with Per.-inn Aodms- 
Nadnr resjuiol ing Ena pr(.iponcLl (uEss-icn to 
Lrudrm end Slv E’eterabgrgEi, genemt 
mdiiteal dtnation in Fertna, imd Tureo- 
Perwian frontier (lueation 


371 

Sir fi. Du relay 

111 Tel. 

l^i 

FjOqu eondilionfc Refcm to No. 34 H. 
UdPS-iau ^finisier and 1 mm presenting 
nole.n an msimcled. MinisO'f of Ednunce 
.■-tates tilftl, OEher ofTora n-f nsdutanco tiavn 
EjhmUi made Ltaitk'S tlmt. Ol internalinnaE 
flj'julEunte. Goiumonti (yen No. A77*l 

£35 

m 

■? 3f B ■ 

E L£ 1«l, 

15» 

Sit nation nt Tahi'ftss. 'I'tanstui la (olegram 
from Eli?- Majesty's emu til. rep mting move- 
nieiLts of ltiis^iasi troo|ia (see Ni?, A7:l) ., 

1 £35 

:st;s 

.9 0 + ■ 

4 Hi Td. 

l.% 

Situation at Tahre;-/, Refers to No. :l7£ 
Reports furlImr concerning movemetiiw or 
ltiisslun Lniops ,, .. 


■fc“ ■ 

si p >1 

Sir A. XicoPon 

% TuL 

1 A- 

Germ a ay and Perdu. Slluaiion at Tabi a- ok. 
lU j l>orEs crniveisaEisui with Mi li Eater for 
Foreign AEfnirs eouceraillg (avn No. MHO).. 

£3d 

A 7.7 

'fn Sir A. NieolHon .. 

8ft 

I A, 

Germany nnd E J (-rh i>i. HusaicEi Einopa, lhi- 
Kiiin v-f cmivcrfal ion with Count HoncTten- 
dorff. who U ijifnrined of ronvermniiui] 
with i Jotiiu MotternicEi (see No. 11 LIT'), uml 
urged as to wilinllniWiil oF tl'noph 

m 

31 1. 

Sir A, Nicoltton 

131 

13, 

fntematiimnl pyudiciiite* Transmits reply 
of Minister for IWigu Adairs to nitlt- 

PJrtJrfCidf , „ 4 ■ 

, £37 

377 

.Messrs, Samuel and 
I'o. 

h fa 

n„ 

hUi-rn.vlioiiiLl sytMlinite, Ifh-fera No. 5-47, 
^'iil not uiinlertuku Eiiianeitd buuLEtajEt for 
Forman iiovominEoii, tmt would wish to 
linow it i i is Map-sty's '■ i 1 weri 1 men! H u objee- 
tioun alnmitl iii the futurv be removed 

£3* 

377 1 

* Sir 6. Unrclay 

1 L| Tol. 

i*t 

1 nlerruitiimal ay nd ira to. He forft e . ( No. 4"1. 
Ilepcj Eh handing of note* to Prune Minister 
uml reply nt i’rime Mininter (see N«. :>'Jn 
Btid 437*) *. ,. 

1 1 
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Sir C. Barclay ,, 

11 h TgI, 

Mar. Ilf, I[iio 

C EjVflJtior-Oeberd of KbnruiH^aij, 
No. Sfld. ippgjftu All lifter 

Hefera to 
lus nuule 



S'3 Sir .A. Nicolion .. itj TcL 


J5SJ To Sir 0‘ ( Itairluy „. JJTTel. 1^ 


SliJ To Sir A, Nicclsoii , + l Si. Tel, Ei', 


.. mm u. 


4 sij M. l-rt-v«ilwlvy in (.gtinl So , r-i , ot i {[71 

[SenckcndflrlT Talegraphiu 


IIH* India OfHco 


3 ”4* Sir Cl. Itorday , t | i(j id. l7 


m aj 

S80 „ 


.. 117 Td, 

I IS Tut. 


11 If . .' 1! Dyful, [7, 


iMf A* Niimlson lift 1VI. i; h 

C'oidEdcjuiiu! 


389 To Kir O, Ikicliiy . „ ui Tel. 


Oily To sir \lmolMti .. IJM'IVI. 17, 


aai To iiflko 


TF2 To Anp-lEePerstaii UEl 

(bjuimuy 

;m imib (jjiiw ..; 


I - --- - | “- imn 

tinuccltod ., ,. .. ti o-fta 

luTinmiy tail! Persia. (tcjiorLs: further oOm- 
MUIftjwtttHJ with M iiikstui far Foreign 
iTfiitH, djid augijjustEtm that troops should 
by recalled from Ka*vlu (see Nu. 401 ) ., aas 

SUurt&a ^t. Tabi&& Refers to \ T o, $74. 

’■■■iy important iluLt Sattar and (higher 
biutiLs should leave Tubreez ( aeo N fjS . a&fj 

«*aa80) .. . 2 $$ 

rfcrimtey nnd Persia. ITas told Russian 
liuWuder ih.il. there would be no objee- 
■ Sou ro comnitiiiieamig eondilions of 
ndvsiiieo U> I ■ L j p titlti j fko'erjirrjvut. rj H(rc 
J.)ii. thill latter would jmdublv 
™T*J ebjfcetio.iw .. .. . . ^jy 

IEu«m 3 q.pi rraptK ill Perils. I laa joointed out 
i. iinsHian Airilxi^Jidoi' undesirability cn‘ 
meteasiiig force m Tjibreoi! t . .. 33^1 

Ocrii)nn.Y and Persia Transmit* ftiiriraiiii 
iiiviiiLHviudinn uetmniiiitcotcd to EittssEuu 
1 iovcrmuont, Ktupii!^ views of His 
Maji.>l y w (iovi:niinciit ns to a, mover Eo bv 
rcLimiufl ,, ^ 2$*} 

N.ivd dciadiuumtat Shifty* Refers to No. 

42 .1, iMncLujieril will hu relieveit dh soon 
as jioshiblcf Itsi ]Vi r hut 11 may be jiossj|,] e 
to ’iflthcfruw alttigetTor g.iy 

FitiHiii'jiil A<ivibior 4 Ifnferfl to N T o r i;2. Period 

iO' vontnivi !i:is e^ttindcd l»v three 

iuouth^ UujninHitrt .. ,. ^.j 1 

lin^iiui nnd .Saitu- Klidja. Refers 1 ,j No. 

Uave TnlM-eea to-dsiv (ace No. :ty|) ' zn 

Offer iT riniindal hy CoriKmn-y. 

He nr- I. So. iJSO. Prime MiHi»leL' ill'll It'S 
lepui t, ui. I'oimnetiK . ,. .. 

Adviince In FVrsiii. AiiiiHler nf h'inaneu sjlvs 
0:nr t i f)rcs(.jjt onr comlitiooi in Vledjlr^ 

:lI pni-^elit would 11 - ipiiU^ imeh'Ks ., yi| 

Oennativ mnl IVrsbi, UeferH to No. 

Ndlllinnrises mull' ini|KH - kiut tif 

OiTnirmi'i.ijj 3 ]nMnicntliin .. 0^2 

rV^slstmits in IVu-.diuj finmuNj di!)arlnL™|, 

I'.m 11 ui jh's whether M. itiKipf or fiO sue censor 
^.juEJ work with tiiitftah w Itussian 
w-MslJM!i1s. ofr whal other Way |hoi« is nut 
d iho difficulty (lice No- 3 )DC) .. , . 3.10 

1 ‘' Oin-emtiiwal, llefera to N T a 

4 1 . N HiVt.'H tn\pn I'.Hhrd opiv In I J I■ r.si ,1 rt 

. .. hiranbiiLE^iyn In M, J.n oMcv 

(sOO \e. 8U7} >H , h ; ^ 

CiujU'-lI I'ftsii relv^rajdl line, Ceiem In 
Noh 41 > ivlld 7 l> (tieu 5fd. fJ7) 14 .. 

J-iiii],.!, and Uh-h,-h .-ii I'f.-M- Kanin, Rcfeis 

tv \<J. d-H.p. liikirnis ,|J NiJ. SGS* rr OJH 

Naval i \-t itdiijionr U [ Shiraz. Trausiull^ 
ivlejpmtn to V^k’ergy h4 uj j 


i 
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Date, 

StriJJ WT„ 

Page 


5ir Ii. liarehy , * 

mm 

Mar. iS f 1910 

Sattamud riugher Khans. Refers to No 3S5. 
iVnii “iriitH [elegmm cenconiing nepydiii- 
for their do|]urtuiro from J fsurtnjK 
(wee Nos, 3^ and 402) 

211 

SSfj 

■S fl< » ■ 

1£1 Tol- 

IS. 

SttLhLr mini Ra^llCr 3\ lians, Hefehs to No. 3D L 
Tnu^mlts message from H5s Majesty 3 
Lcmaul atTobreei to effect. tliatSnttar and 
Hasher are eh leave Tabreess on th& lOlii 
hlarch + h 

2U 


1 ? tl * ■ 

m Td. 

is t 

Foreign advi^rs. Hcfeiu to No, OSD, M, 
H&ot would prefer Fronulmneii (( ,, 

24 r) 

:t&7 

Sir ,H Nienlson 

ICO Td. 

IS. 

Persian Itimnee?. Refers to No. 3DC. 2 f n- 
given Minister for Foreign Affnira a 

1 lien] 11 rn iid un 1 etu ttodyiij,ur iimpcwnl^ ol 13 in 
Miijiwiv's lioverEUftont iu event uT JVrwiau ' 
lloveniinent asking conditions for large 
loan. Reports conversation on tbo snbjjyct 

m 

sun 

«n 3 * + * 

lot Td. 

is, 

Si runt ion at ToIitvok, 1 Lears tlml Sat tor and 
Humber lefnsts to leave. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs iliinks lie will ba com¬ 
pel led to reinforce tiroo|M+. View d 

Alii lister for Foreign Atliiirw as to wl[nation 

24A 

Ann 

*ta Sir tin lSunclay 

i;s Tol 

> 

Slii-Ibs .lie! mud guards. Refers to No. 10 ?, 
ttonrd of Trada have isccepted pro^jtej 
Should wrgw PerHtatj ffovcruinent to ugreu 

2 id 

m 

To Sir A. NindsoJl 

1 is m 

I 

a. 

[ntormiiunnJ fiyndlcate. Stntea offer madu 
by for loan ts» HovorflmSJnb Oive^fjnr- 
licnlani 110 losucuritv and cominviHe f.-h'u 
Nt>. 310) .. 

■m 

4(11 

tj 11 * ■ 

tSd Teb 

ta. 

Rnssijiii true im in Persia. A p 7 roves Ianguage 
used in No. 379 ., .. 

m 

402 


1S7 Td. 

aa P 

Pcpaftuni tif S.ilriir .md Rag her. liefcrs tit 
N i t :3lM. 11 open 1:1 aw in n 1 > ov 0 mme 111 w i 11 
allow iluiQ for iti%oliation as to 

217 

404 

m h 

99 

\a. 

Germany and PbhIUf TmiLHIrtitS No. 101 . 
InForniK oF [sHivurgLllon willl tfolUlt 
Uejjekentlorrf (sue No. 434) 

247 

404 

Muiiinmndinn eoni- 
iiiiiiLicu.i'd in' t uni, 1 

IkuieltetuLorir 

.. 

18, 

(leruiany ami Ferjiia, Ri.tfms to No, 418. 

{Jives outline of rujiSy which might h_’ 
itmde to ijetiitaiL Government .. 

217 

m 

To Sir t ; r Iktrdcy .. 

till Till. 

3 0 , 

Disturhanues ut. Shiras. Rcpons (see No. 
J34f) 

m 

40C 

Sir Li. itarday 

m TeF, 

20 * 

SnU-ir and Raghi r Khans, iieparls deiur- 
turn frem Tabnee? . + 

2-18 

4117 

Sir A. Nicolstm 

m Td. 

20, 

JtufrviLn irmips. UetnchirLDni Met to Julfn 
ims been wltliilrrnyu to HrlviiUj mid with- 
dtowsLl from KiHtyiii 3io,s 1m decided 011 
In principle *. . * M . * 

249 

m 

Sir (I, btvtbr . . 

ua 

13, 

Tuteo-Fersifui fronUer. TrAiinmite traiu- 
lition of nole ziddic^scd b> 3'orEo by 
Fensian Amljassador .. +. 

219 

Ks:i 

Sic A. Nlcol^on 

137 

17. 

JjgssUu irvKjfH iii Persia. Traustnlts article 
from e llitiHt 1 ’ on ,, ** f, 

2 Eh 

4 HI 

Menn.4'.nnliiiu vgiji- 
mUnlcKlL'd to l^vr- 
man Aitiljasaador 
by M. Iiii'e^iiy 

■ 1 

S1 T 

Germany and persui. Repliti^ to com plaint* 
id 1 iijrniun [lovunuuvnl si'speviicig trade 
in E^ersia, iinnticial asiHiHlurLld for Pemiact 
Gdvcrticftent, and Ifagdud Kail way (^ee 
No. 404) 

2, r ill 
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411 

Hoard of Trade 

■ i 

Muir. 13, IDIO 

Rond guards in S<Jiithrrn Fet.iia, TrunMltits , 
copy nf Inter from Altjwra, Dixon and Co, 
concerning necessity for ,. ,, 

411* 

Sir G. Barclay 

124 Tel. 

Si, 

New Minister for Foreign AiTuirH. Reports 
epixiintuitmt of Jitouvici'cd'Do'wldi 

lilt 

fh ff ** 

125 Tel. 

2), 

K-ftVrb Kliari, lo-pcats Lulegrnm rc-fKirting 
lllSit GoverttoMimjcrnl of Ispahan i:i rornU 
mg troops against .. ., *. 

ui 

Sir A. Nkutauti 

11.1 A Tej. 

* 

21 s 

Germany nud Portia, If. Involriky lias read 
rinkfr ,.f projioscd reply id German Aijjjfons- 
*3 dor, fttid ashed for uupport mf Ilia 
ftru.iiBflty’e Govermnenl. May (banian 
.\silI uis^ftiSor k' informed verbally? isem 
No.lli) 

4i n 

Ti 1 ! Sir A. NidjE^oil .. 

MI) 'JV!. 

sill 

Germany and I'oraia. keporfs ramarkra by 
Nittinun A mhnftsador upon conditions 
exacted for loan to Persian (Jovemmout, 
and discussion concerning them. His 
Eixi :■ '11 1 » i icty'fi version of tlermmda oF 
Eujjland cLrul Rnienn o mi! icons (see No, -123} 

414 

hi ji 

HI Ti;l 

SU 

French assistants, Has given Gorman 

Anil'iflHS .1 Jor vsjilnpnitioli I'mjKwtjd by M. 
]svi>|.-liy, 11 ii Kneel tency’s romnrks i here- 
u£Km .. . . .. .. 

415 

1 Y T h ■* 

M2 'I'd. 

si. 

Germany mid Persia, Approves No. Hi, 

IIns n■, objection to informing Germim 
Ainbiuiandpr verbally, Should assure 
Minister f i ir ['Ainiij^li Affair* of IIU 
Majesty’s Government's support 

■11 >- 

Ti> Sir l'I, i iruichcn .. 
,, Sir A. Niuolsuii 

64 

2i, 

GoMilsUV mid Peri-in. [nfufrms oF protest 
mode by Gorman Ambassador against 
eontlitiqiiH of joint ndvanw* Inaccurate 
vereiou of ^udittoiiK slate j : Jl>y Ambassador 

417 

To Sir K, F/OM-diSn . „ 

(k> 

21, 

Gennnny and Persia. Inform-: of nonverna- 
lion kviUj Genmm A m Liadov resecting 
Jlmissh rhuliil ill Perak ami French 
financial nsslatniiTH .. ., .. 

■tlti 

To 3 j i'll:; Ollicn: « 4 

»■ 

*1. 

Evuiorl for Lieatmiaiit, Wilson. Transmits 
No. TiJpi. Quest bum' Lieutenant. w ilnou's 
invest i^a< Sort ami eipen^oF ,, 

■IIU 

Kir Ah ShnjI.hoii 

M2 


I'aMelli. Proposes to tnTio no farther action 
imtiL instructed. Gi^em-reasaiut 

■ISO 

■ | Hi HH 

JOT Tnl. 

22, 

fief many and LVrsSa. lfear.sLEiat M. hvolaky 
Jiili Imivii ansuri'd by Liermati Ambassador 
that kr m iany liaa mti n lout ion . <i apply i nx 
ftjr railway eoliteSsiOELi, oinl I'neo^tlke? 
s|wciiL [lositloji ni tlio Lwo Poweis . 4 

-121 

To Sir G, Ritxeky ., 

lit; Tul. 

22, 

t'rHjeorsEoLi of loan, .should einpiiro i-it'ws 
or bank iiEumi^er ns to [tltornatiee pru- 
P'wtk fiT t^erhiftii Oovevnmcnt fseo Ni>. 

Ail 

To Kir A, Nicnlrtnn ,. 

Mil Ttil. 

22, 

(iermany and Persia, llejmrts ‘interview 
wltli i 'l'LiiLt Mi'trui nivli, in whirh ubridged 
shim nary ihf etfndltmiw to joint aih'jniCe 
worn cioi'unuilirntetl tn bk Kiedleticy 

i iii 

1’ |l s s 

HI ToL 


1 immuny ni l I'iJisiia, liofnrs to Nn, 4111, 
lias rihceiverl same version of Joan 
imtulll iljijm frcmi Austiiui Aiulmyador (m- 
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42-1 

To Sir H. Gosolien 

G7 j 

Mar 1310 

.. “ 1 

Gcimany Jintl i’er-da* luformn of conversa¬ 
tion with Count. Moltemlcli. H^h bi- 
futmed Ins L-lxeeUency of substance ef 
euiiditiinis of jdnl adduce 


■125 

r IA Kir [■’. i’.u-i wj'igrht 

SI 

n* 

CoutHtiops art veiled to mlvniK-o to Pewian 
Govern tnent. Rvtw.rfr protest, nrade tiy 
Austrian Ambn^adorogaiu^knncl reply.. 

253- 

4L>& 

'Co India Otlmn 

r if 

22, 

ConverttDii linn. Tmufimiiv teSegmna firmi 
Telimti manii^LT nf Uvtik, gidti^ terms of 
aUernnl ive oflerfi. Uir: Majesty’s rvpro- : 

sent alive at Tehran kiu heLii asked fur 
pn viuMB (see ftc; 4ii} , + 


121 

India Office 

n i 

n. 

Gentfnl Pf.'rehr lejcgraph line. Replies to 
No. 331. Troiwmts note by LMi-ector-in- 
cilef of lmfE>-Cn|iJ]Jv:i:i Ti'le^Taph Injure- 
ir.ent , + 

2.'pD 

427* 

Sir IT Uordiiy 

IBIS Tel. 

•i\\ 

fultH’daWonalsyiudkalr 1 . If of to Nr*» 371*. 

iii-|Ay id ITiyimi S lovertimeiH, RlIBHiilU 
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Part XXI. 


[03] *- 

Mr. F. C. Struh to Foreign Office.—[Received January 1, 1910.) 

Baltic House , Leaden hall Street* London^ 

gj r December 31, 1900* 

REFERRING to my previous letters, I now beg to enclose copies of further 
cablegrams exchanged between my firm and its Dvorak house, and its Hwinra and 
Tehran agents, on the subject of Eormuss oxide, 

I have, &c, 

FRANK G. STRICK 


Enclosure In No. 1; 

Copies of Cablegrams received and by Frank C. SiTi'ciV and Oft., Limited* in 
cormeeftfart with Hormuz Oxide Business. 

RECEIVED from IX Brown, Tehran, the 24th December:— 

“ Your telegram to band. The understanding is that any shipments will alter 
terms offer,’’ 

Received from 1L G. Strict and Co,, Limited, Bussorah* the 20th December:— 

“ Memin-ut-Tujjar replies offering Ids. one shipment, Reis states West Hartlepool 
Steam Navigation Company, Limited, quoted, same/" 

Sent to F. C, Strict and Co, T Limited, Bussoral, the 2Sth December :— 

" Mouin-ut-Tiijjar, beg to decline the oiler, A, Weir and Co, offering 20s. per too 

(2,240 lba.y’ 

Received from A. and T. J, Malcolm, Bushire, the 2 ilk December: 

11 \V e have a telegram from Motfn-ut-Tujjnr informing us he will supply a full 
and complete cargo Hornum oxide, January shipment, 16*. per ton of 2,240 lbs,* to be 
discharged at two ports only, Europe. Telegraph if you accept. Telegraph name of 
steamer. Telegraph wll&t dale you expect to be ready. We are informed by 
Mafin-ut-Tujiar have offers from other houses* but much prefer te try to do the business 
with ua. 1H 

Received from A. and T. J, Malcolm, Bush ire, the 27 th December:— 

iH Please reply to this and our previous telegram immediately, Immediate reply 
r mini red ao that we get if to-dav. Two porta of discharge to be named on signing 
[not] B 














2 

bills of Jading, probably Norden, Avcnmouth, Morsnn-ufrTujjar promises try to do the 
business with you." 

Sent to A. and T. J. Malcolm, Bnshire^ the £3th December — 

“ Mouin-utpTujjar, beg to decline the offer, A. Weir anti Co* offering 20s. per ton 
(2,240 lbs.)." 

Received from A, and T* J. Malcolm, Buehire, the 20th December;— 
ir Mouin-ul-Tujjar, what is the lowest rate you can accept ? *' 

Sent to A. and T. J. Malcolm, Buehire, the 20th December 
“ We must decline, MouiiHut-TujjEtr humbugging." 


[128] No. 3. 

Sir A. Nicotian to Sir lidmtrd Grey.—[Heceired January 1.) 

(Mo. 2k) 

(Telegraph iffl j P* Si. Petershurgk, January 1, IQlO, 

! Vv AS told' to-day by M. Is vo laky that he had had mvHut^factory news from 
the Ardehil district, to the effect tliat Sarah was threatened and sLlactt brigands were 
infesting the trade rentes, He did not know to which party those brigands belonged 
Ho had also heard that rebel tribes had surrounded Epkrom and that his position waa 
precarious, I'reaa telegrams from Tehran, on the other hand, reported that Rahim 
Khan bad been defeated by Ephrem. These conflicting reports mode it difficult to 
ascertain the true state of affairs. 


ITT-, f 












Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ticcchrd January 1.) 

(No. 1.) 

(Telegraphic,) lb Tehran, January 1 „ 1 .bit). 

IN continuation of’ my telegram No. 813 of the 15th December, 1 have the honour 
to report that I have received from Ills Majesty's acting consul at. Shiraz an able and 
comprehensive despatch dealing with the situation created oil the Ispahan-Bush ire lmd 
by the recent depredations of the Bori-Ahmad! tribesmen. 

This tribe, thanks to its successful operations, and above all to its recent attack on 
M, Pasaek, has gained far-reaching prestige and a formidable power, and Mr. Bill is of 
opinion that Its punishment La urgently demanded. He believes that the only Persian 
troops capable of undertaking such measures would be fl joint force of Kn&hgais and 
Bakndans, a combination which aeems thwarted bv the jealousy of the two chiefs, so 
that the time when mere abstention on our part will fail to meet the pressing necessities 
of the case cannot of necessity be far distant, it 1 it is not already at hand, tie advocates 
the punishment of the tribe by a British expedition. 

Although deprecating such a atop at the present moment, it is hard to avoid the 
conviction that we shall be forcer! at no distant date to consider the necessity of depart¬ 
ing from oui* policy as formulated in your telegram to Sir A, Nicof&m of the 3rd 
February unless the Persian Government are promptly supplied with funds, [t is 
impossible indefinitely to tolerate the present state of things, which is so at*rtons that 
the Russian consul -general is unable to proceed on his journey from Shiraz to 
Bush try. 

It is clear that Mr. Bill does not believe that Persian Government are able to 
punish these Outlaws Be that as it. may, prompt financial help crus alone give them a 
chftneo of restoring order, and as the dele at of Rahim Kbnn'a three in the north, reported 
yesterday, will naturally add to (love rn men l.'s prestige, tl ic present in mi H?nt. is especially 
opportune for the granting of an advance* 

The severe cold lias lately forced the tribesmen to abandon the road, but this 
improvement cannot necessarily be lasting. 


[ 121 ) 


No. 2. 
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[2] No- * 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

gi r Foreign Office^ January 1, 1910. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit, to you herewith copy of 
a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran/ reporting the desire of the Persian 
Government for the loan, of a telegraph officer for a period of si* months, to assist in 
the reorganisation of the Persian Telegraph Department, and strongly recommending 
that this wish should In? complied with by the select Eon of Mr, New for the duty. 

ft will bo within Viscount MorWs recollection that when in the course of last 
summer it was proposed to [dace Mr. New’s services at the temporary disposal of the 
game administration to undertake the duty of corresponding with foreign telegraph 
depivi'i [Hunts and certain other work, the Russian Government raised objections on the 
ground that the holder of the post would have control over all messages passing oyer 
Persian wires, and that he ought not therefore to be either ot British or of Ruafdan 
nationality, The proposal was therefore dropped (see correspondence ending .frith 
Sir A. Godbys letter of the 14th August last). 

In view, however, of the considerations advanced by Sir G. Barclay, and of the 
facL that the purpose for which Mr, Now’s services are required is not the same as on 
the former occasion, anil may therefore not be open to the same objection from die 
Russian point of view, Sir E* Grey is disposed, if Lord Motley concurs, to instruct His 
Majesty’s Ambassador at St, Petersburg!! to express to the Russian Government the 
hope that they will consent to the proposed arrangement, 

I am, &c, 

LOUIS MALLET* 


[125] No, 5* 

Sir G , Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .—(2? eceivcd January 2.) 

(NV 2,) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran. January 2, 1910, 

ARMS traffic. 

His .Majesty's acting consul-general at Bushire lias been instructed by Government 
of India to enquire my views regarding his proposal that the consular escort at Bunder 
Abbas, in view of possible danger of attack from Afghan gun-runners, should be 
temporarily increased from sergeant and fifteen men to native officer and thirty men, 
Already over ISOO Afghans have arrived at Bunder Abbas, bud consulate is situated 
in a most exposed position* 

in view of t hese facta I have replied that I concur in the temporary increaae of the 
consular guard and shall inform Portion Government in duo course. 


[126.1 No* G. 

Sir a Bmday to Sir Edward Grey.—(IhccmA January 2.) 

(No. 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tchm^ ^ntwy 2, 1(110, 

OIL company* 

In reply to your telegram No. 511 of the 30th December, 1 have the honour to 
report that Mr. Blake informs me ho has no hope of succeeding in his object* 

E have etramdy diHSuadcd Minister for Foreign Affairs from entering Into proposed 
transact on, and Tie confirms the above. III the event ol the negotiations taking a 
more ihvcurably turn, which is extremely unlikely, he baa promised to coxatmimude 
with me. 


* Sir tf, Barclay, No. 822, Tdegrajjhk, Pee^iilwr 31, 190H. 
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[124] No. 7* 

Sir /J, IViroJiGfi fo Sir EdWrd £?rey.“CRfeehj*d January 2.) 

{No. 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) F, Si, Pe^rs&iir<jfAj January 2 b 1910. 

PROPOSED advance to Persia, 

I am informed by M* Isvolsky that lie hop<?B very shortly to let me have a reply ia 
writing to the tifflonrowrfcfttioa which 1 made to him, He stales that Russia wifi be 
ready to contribute 100,000/, to the advance. They cannot put down a larger sum 
without obtaining the consent of the Duma, and the Government are unwilling to ask 
for the consent of that assembly, as such a course would probably render a debate 
inevitable, Moreover, for about a month from now the Duma will not be sitting. 

M, Isvolsky asked whether it would not be possible to avoid mentioning the 
exact sums provided by each Government, so as not to reveal the fact that the stun 
put down by His Majesty’s Government was so much larger than that contributed by 
Russia- lie is a till of opinion that cons id oration should be given to the question of a 
large loan, but the written communication which he promises may contain proposals on 
that point, and it would be well to await it. 


[1643 No. 8. 

Sir G , Barclay to Sir Edwurd Grey,—“{Received January 3, 1G10.) 

(No, 220,) 

Sir, TehrW i, December 17, 1009. 

1 HAVE the honour l.u transmit to you herewith copy of it weekly diary which X 
have received From Mi\ Hill, His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, reporting on the 
recent attack by trllni&ineii OX) the cumvjm of M, Possek and M. Kadloubovsky on the 
Shittus-Bushlro load, and on the present position of Sahftm-ed'Dowleh, the governor- 
general of Fare. 

Mr. Bill oonsidons, and his opinion ia shared by M. Passck, that wu should urge 
the Persian Government to take a strong line against Hpu{|t-edH Jowleh, the chief of the 
Kushgais, whose insubordinate attitude has Itcli 1 the effect of weakening the. authority of 
the gj ivortlor-goneml, 

Yon will have seen from my telegrams Nos. 803 and 813 of the uth and 
I()th instant respectively that, although when wc made representations m the sense 
desired by the two consuls, the Persian Government expressed their entire agreement, 
they have evidently thought it better to temporise with this powerful chief; and 
however litt-li- this course may recommend itself to Mr. Bill and M, Posse k, my Russian 
colleague and 1, as I have nlreudy reported by telegram, have thought it wiser not to 
press the Persian Government to take measures which* in their present condition, they 
apparently think imprudent, 

When again making representations to the Persian Government yesterday* 
therefore, my Russian colleague and l instructed our dragomans merely to urge upon 
the Minister of the Interior the imperative uKCosaaty of taking effective and prompt 
measures in Pars lor the purpose of restoring order in the province and opening the 
trade routes, 

Sardar Assad declared that the governor had been given categorical instructions in 
this sense, and that measures were being taken by the Rukhtiaris to keep the road open 
and treeura north of Shirax. If the present governor of Shiraz was unable to keep the 
Bush ire road open, he would have to he dismissed, and another and stronger man Found 
to replace him, 

I gather that. Suhaui-od-Dowleh is likely to be replaced at no distant date, and 
that there is no present intention of pressing matter* with Sou let-ed-Do with, the 
Kush gai leader. 

I have, &e. 

G, BARCLAY. 
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Enclosure in No, 8, 

Memorandum by Acting Gpnsul Bill respecting Shiraz News far week ending 

December l s 1909. 

THE week has been a very eventful otic. At 6 p.m, on the 24th a telephone 
message was received from -the telegraph gliolam at ftistaijin to the effect that the 
caravans accompanying the Russian consul-general had been attacked and the whole 
party carried off While Mr, Hill was writing this news to the karguziu - * a gholartl of 
the Russian consulate arrived, together with a Persian Cossack from KWieh Zinian 
with a pencilled notes froj&i M. Pussck, and a letter from the kargusuir. M. Passok 
stated that lie had had a sharp light with robbers, and had one Cossack killed and live 
iiienyvminded. (This was a slip; the number of wounded was three.) He sisked for 
medical assNtrtmn;* After arranging with Dr. Woollntt to leave as soon ns a sufficient 
eacnrt should bo provided, Mr. Bill wont, to so a the governor-general and told him the 
new*, asking at the same time that orders should be immediately issued for all the 
available Cossacks to accompany him and the doctor to Khaneli Zinian at once. This 
was at once arranged, and the Governor also telegraphed to Knzerun directing that a 
force of 300 tuiaugchif? from (here, 300 from Kumailj, 300 from Khist and Shabancara.* 
aiifl 200 scldiere of Mansur-es-Sultuiitdfs and the Mamaecnni detachment should be 
collected at once to surround the robbers. The party escorting the doctor left about 
midnight, with the object of reaching Khaneh Zinian as soon as it should be light 
enougp to approach Hie place with proper precautions. 11 consisted of His Majesty's 
consul. Dr. Woollutt, a volunteer in the person of Mr. Livingstone, twelve so wars 
of the consular escort, and twenty Persian Cossacks under two officers, The behaviour 
of the sowars through this trying uud extremely cold march was excellent. At 
Kbaneh Zinian ((1,301) fectj the cold was so severe that a running rivulet outside the 
caravanserai was frozen over, hut the men continued scouting energetically all the way, 
The liehiiviour of the Persian Cossacks also was good, but they complained a good deal 
of the cold and wore inclined to kg a little. No sign of robbers was seen on the road, 
and on arrival at Khsumli Zinian it was found that Limy had gone apparently Straight 
off with their booty. The caravanserai was lull id" pilgrims, vailing oyfltheir losses, 
and cursing the Persian <lovurnniutit and the local authorities, They Surrounded 
Mr. Bill, begging him to get their goods back, and several asked why wo did not 
take the road into our own hands and inaku it, ns one traveller observed, 14 like 

Bombay." 

The wounded were found able to travel, after surgical attention, and a telephone 
message wus scru to Shiraz for u kajawahs" and everything necessary. The whola 
party was brought in on the 29th, the inarch being made with great caution and the 
country well scouted. No sign of robbers was seen. 

The scene of the attack was :i section of the road lying in the wide and stony 
bed of the Kara Agntcb River, about 2 mill's 1 rum Khaueh Zinian, Thu caravan was 
a very large one, estimated by M. Possek u> contain 200 mules, There was n good 
deal of merehuuili.se-—chieily carpet*, tlj|gacuiilh, and opium—and a. large crowd of 
pi]gibus, who hud been waiting the opportunity to travel, as they thought, in safety. 
At. the moment of tho first attack tlio bead of the caravan had nearly reached the 
point where the read leaves the river bed, about 4 miles from Khaneb Zmiau, and the 
extreme rear, which was brought up by the Russian, party* was just reaching 
tho bridge, about 2 miles out. The whole of the intervening space was crowded 
with in Liles, donkey*, and travellers pti foot. The first volley was fired by cuuceahul 
robbers at the head of the caravan, which was guarded by Hnji Klmimllah, the 
kuclkhuduof Kbaneh Zinian, with fifteen tufiragehis and six iWsinn infantry &oldkm 
Haji Kind ml lull was well known for courage, and it was the evident object of tho 
robber* to get him out, of the way at tho first. discharge. They were successful, for ho 
fell at the first shot, and htH tufnngchis took no further part in the lighting. The next 
object was to cut off the Russian party in the rear mid prevent them from coming to 
the assistance of the caravan. The robbers consequently concent l';lI it] their lire on 
M. Passek s parly, firing on them from IwtU sides of tho river. For several minutes 
they were under u very hot, fire and were forced to take cover undor the overhanging 
hank of lho uetiled watercourse of ilm Kara Agafcdi. Abandoning the read, they 
worked their way gradually lunik to Khaimh Zinian, under fire all the timo. Two 
horses wove killed on the road, and one uinn killed and one wounded as they wove 
descending into tlio river, 

[not] O 






0 


At the time of the first attack a pilgrim said, in the hearing of the Russian 
consulate gholam, that he saw Mohamed All -Khan Kasbguii, 

The four Persian Cossacks fell hack on the Russian party fighting bravely; two 
of them "were wounded close by the bridge. 

The Cossacks were Bent out after everything Ijccamc quiet and brought lei the 
dead body. £io satisfactory evidence of the perpetrators was obtainable i ei Khaneh 
Ziuian. r \'he villagers declared unanimoualy that the robbers were Boir Ahmadi, but 
this is discounted by the fact that this tribe fa a distant one, and the tribe itself is of 
much less importance than this Kashgar. The governor-geuend's opinion fa that the 
robbers came from various tribes, including the. Kashgult, 

The force Gumrrioned by the governor-general amounted at the end of the weak to 
about SJOO men and one gun, collected at Minn Khotal, and urgently demanding tuotiov 
and instructions* One body, from Kamarij, was stajrtiug when they had to divert 
their attention to ons of their own villages, which was attacked by Kashgai, Latest 
nowgstates that their leader, MullaEi Khursidj, is hesfaged by Kashgai in Kanin rij, In 
any case, there can be no doubt that if frouiet-t d-Dgjwleti did not actively instig&te the 
it had his gym patby and support owing to the friendship of Nasr-ed-DowHeh 
with the Russians. 

I 'm? body of the Russian Cossack was burled on the 27th at the Armenian church 
with full military honours. M. Pnsaek oipnrustefl t he orgnmfaatioii of the processfan to 
Lfauteijaiit Lung, R.N., who made admirable arrangements. The whole of the British 
cfet neb men t lorded an escort round the gun carriage, and the whole Persian garrison 
wjsH in attendance* r fhe coffin was carried thrpugh the narrow street by British 
marines and Rijggian Cossacks, and the firing pally over the grave consisted of three 
marines, five Russian Co&wgkk, mid four Purafau Cossacks, the whole under the British 
sergeant. Phi 1 governor-general acenjnpaiifad the cortege half-way to tlu j church, a 
proceeding by which he lias incurred some odium atom]g the more fanatical portion id 
the population, and the karguzar was present throughout, lbs ceremony. The 
Russian eoLisul-general enter bunch the native troop of the British detachment on 
their return from the ceremony, and the Cossacks entertained the marines on the 
following day* the marines returning the compliment at the consulate on the 1st. 

Two attempts to disturb the peace pf the town were made during the week. On 
the 27th tho pilgrims robbed in the Russian caravan came in a crowd to the Govern* 
incut House and obstructed the gpmmnr-geneml, whp v|as a tatting for the funeral of 
the Russian Cossack, 1‘hoy surrounded his Excellency, demanding the return of their 
goods, and asking why he accepted tin? post if he was not able to carry out his duties, 
KvMutually they abused him in must improper terms, and :iu attempt to raise a riot 
seems to have been made, fibc erowds&immng through the streets near she Ark with 
cries of ,r Yn Ah,' 1 &*:. There was no great. response* and the crowd gradually 
dispersed. 

t ?11 tho same evening a crowd came to the palace accompanying the body of a man 
who had just been shot, near the Knzermt Gate. They declared that be was shot 
improperly by a policeman, The enquiry was postponed to the follow ingtlay Next 
morning u Urge armed crowd gradually collected round flu? l^dy, which was in the 
inner courtyard, near the aivcrnur-gt-nsrnrs private apart men is. They loudly demanded 
the immediate execution of the alleged culprit. The goyi&rnor-generul replied that he 
could execute no man without proof, and referred them to the Shura Court. They 
refused to take the order, and a scene of great confution imsued during which, alter 
several shuts hud been hied, the governor escaped from tin? palace. The ktnguzai 1 ' and 
Nasr-ed-Uowleh went Oil foot to the taIter's quarter to collect men. After a short 
interval, during which the governor-gfineralfa private affartmoutis were pluudered by the 
inoh, tiuhnm-i'd-Bnwfah re-entered the palace, a few shots were fired into tho air by 
the fossicks from a lower commanding tho courtyard, and tho whole crowd bolted like 
rabbits, even abandoning the Corpse, 

Ilia Majesty's consul, on the sound of firing, went to the Russian consulate and 
discussed the situation wild] M. Paaaek, with special reference'to the safety of Russian 
subjects in the town. M. Kadloubovsky had already left, to investigate the position, 
and Mr, Bill followed him, accompanied by Lieutenant Lang* llo found everything at 
the Government House perFufitly normal and the governor-general just fin falling lunch, 
Ih■ made light of the whole affair, declaring that he could have put an end to the whole 
b.vuuness whenever he pleased, ms he bad the Cossacks within call, bui that he saw that 
the object of the atlhir was to make him fire on the crowd ami give n pretext for a 
general riot* This fa very probably true, but there can he no doubt a volley filed let 
tho air, ns soon as iho crowd assumed a threatening attitude, would have dispersed 
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them without trouble and without the heavy loss of prestige which the governor- 
general has undoubtedly suffered. Fur the moment the affair is in abeyance apparently 
because N&gr-ed-Dowleh has warned the relatives of the deceased not to lend themselves 
to agitators* and lias backed his warning with infoy and threats, Bnt the affair has 
clearly demmmtrated the helplessness of the present administration. There was n 
prolonged discussion oil the situation between the governor-gLmeral and Muvakkar-ed- 
Ltowlen in Mr. Bill's presence, as a result of which a strong telegram to Tehran wag 
drafted which Mr. Bill took to the English office himself 

On tire 30th* after a prolonged consultation with M, Paesek, Mr. Bill and 
M. Kadloubovsky asked the governor for a private unofficial conversation on the 
situation* Tpey saw the governor-gememl at first quire alone, and afterwards in the 
presence of MuvaItkar-td-Uo wleh. Mr, Bill, speaking for both Cbnsidatea, complained 
that in view of the dangetjpufe position of Mia ire they were naturally anxious about 
the stilus y of their subjects and the security of the trade route. They were convinced 
that at the present moment tho oidy passible hope for order in Fare was in the 
retention of powers by Salism-ed-Ucqvleh and the provision lor him of udei^iate force. 
They, eoifaequentlvY requested him in a friendly way to explain to them quite frankly 
bow" mat tore stood, and they ventured to recommend— 

((7.) That the detachment of Cossacks at present scattered in part fas of five and 
ten in various mrLa of the province should fee collected in Shiraz for the security of 
Iris person* and the tranquillity of the town - and 

(7?*) That in the place of the present useless regiments, one battalion should bo 
raised and placed under tins command of tlie Cossack Amir Panj, for training and 
dfacipline. 

Meanwhile, they were prepared to send a joint telegram to Tehran, in support of 
whatever demands the govemer-gencral might make which should appear to them 
reasonable. In all this their action w,n& purely unofficial and they requested his 
Excellency to take note that ns long as circumstances were comparatively normal, 
they had refrained from even discussing internal atlaira with lmn, and as ebon sis tilings 
should return to their normal course they would mit.urally confine themselves to their 
proper sphere. In reply, the governor-general made a little speech, expressing ins 
gratitude to the two representatives for their consistent support, llo then sliow'sd 
them the reply received from the -Minislera of War arid t!ie Interior to hie telegram 
of the £c$th. It was, els he said, profoundly unsatisfactory, and contained nothing but 
vague promises. That telegram, he raid, showed tliat he could expect no help from 
head 'quartern Locally, lie w r utG working day and night, wits making nothing for himself, 
arid was risking hie reputation in a hopeless task, lie was,.consequently,determined to 
resign, and ho asked the consuls whether they would not do the hamc in Ids place. 
He declared that Soulet-ad-lWlehfa attitude wfts nothing new, and was part of the 
general conspiracy against Stuvlar Assad, in which Zaighuin-fefr&ultaneh, Batchtiari, and 
several others of the 8tmlarV enemies had taken part. He was sure Soulet would 
never co-operate loyalty as long as Bsrdar Asnad remained in power, arid, coneequoutly, 
the Centra! Government must either give him force enough to coerce Sorilct, or accept 
hfa rasigniition* Afrer consul Utkin with M* Kadlcmbovsky, Mr. Bill replied that he 
could not contest Ids Excellency a argument* but it was possible that the position was 
still not thoroughly understood in Tehran, nnd he hoped that his Excellency would 
post]ions his decision to resign until one more effort had been made. He uakosl for the 
minimum conditions on which hfa Excellency would enpeent. to remain in office. The 
BuhstanCB of the reply is contained in our joint telegram of the 2-nd, 

It is clear that this fa an exceptional crisis in the affairs of Southern Persia. 
Sftbam-ikbUowleb ia a most exceptional man, and has done wonders with no force at 
all. Naturally, the experiment fa now failing, and no one could hope to do as much m 
his place, especially as no one could hope to receive satisfactory support From ihu 
Central Government. 

The local mu tubers of tho Persian Parliament left with considerable eu lemony for 
Tehran on tho 29th. 

Otic moil was fad through the bazars with a string through his nose on the 
Saitiu date. 

On the rami? date a telegram from the mullahs of Nojef to the Parliament wjih 

G ubhcly read, by which Mullah CJurban Ml of Zinjan is formally outluvi'ed, and his 
faod mudu lawful to all Mussulmans*. Another telegram was read at the aaine time 
from (he Minister of the Interior announcing an eiu preaching census. 

J. H* BILL, LC.B. 
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No, 9. 

Sir A. Ntcohon to Sir Edward Grey ( Received January 3, 1910.) 

(No. 676-) 

Sir, Si. Petcrglfvrghi December 2il t 1900, 

F GALLED on M, Isvolskjy yesterday afternoon aiid explained to him that His 
Majesty a GovsrmiLUiit were not disposed to join in making a loan of a con side ruble 
amount to Persia at the present moment, arid that the moat urgent question was to 
provide the Persian Government with sufficient iiii s-cIk to enable them to introduce some 
order into tho administration and to ire-establish their authority* 1 said tbit l had 
consigned tit a private Letter, which I banded to hint, and of which I. have the honour 
Li] traruimlt a copy* certain considerations which would, I trusted* show how necessary 
it whs to furnish a joint advance of '100,000/. without delay to the Persian Government* 
M. isyoleky read my letter, and said that lie feared that he would have difficulty 
]ivpersuading the Finance Minister to gmnt 200,000/. Me himself was sceptical as to 
whether the advance would lend to any material improvement, hut that he was 
desirous of mni i j Inining unity of action between the tw T o Governments. 1 went over 
most of the arguments which 1 had used oat previous occasions and which it is 
unnftcCsHary to record, M. Isvufeky iitiEilly add that lie would consult with 
M* Kokovtsoff and let me know the results of his conversation. 

I have, <£e. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 0. 

Sir A, NicoLort to M'„ Isvalsky* 

Mon cher Mdiistrc, _ Suitit-PdierdtouTg, Ic 13 (20) dtfegfilre , 1909. 

iM.UN Gouvertlament ost dWis qn J il seruit preiqUtad de pousev h la conclusion 
d uu einprunt edneux an Gouveriiemeiit pevaan, et il n est pus disposd dy prendre part, 
hu restv, uu etiipnanb pour cu qui nous concerne, devmit nece^sairement title &nis sur 
femarchii l lAKidiTM---urn- allaire qui ne pouirait etre? r^gfee quo dans uu assez, lung 
dvlai et il me semhfe, vu l'chat financier ife In Pe^O et hi situation intei'feure, qu'il 
scrail in6mc difficile tlncqucrir an moment octal uel Ixm atcudl parmi fe public pour 
un tel am prunt. La condition primordialc cat tie fournir an Gouveruemeut jiensun 
qimlqucs mo yens pour mettre un pen d'enJre dans lo pays et de lui pottii&tlre 
d organiser nt'iu force pour rdtahllr sou ant onto. Si In Gouvornemeut eat ohligd de 
conliimera vivru do jour en jour cl. de mener uno vie pidcuire, un ISt&t dVtarehfe 
aensuivruLt, qui pourmii fcn'cer Its deux (Jottvoraemcnts d'interveuir am- uno debelle 
cojsmdtSnibfe, i‘t qui feur eon remit heaucmip plus quhine aviUice de 2h0,Q0GL 
oliaeun, sans preiuho on COUfiidiinUloii d Wires cuilsdquenccs ires graves. Lavitnce de 
400,0(10/, de la part dea deux (EuU verne rut Tits ne Be mi l accmdda qtiu dans cor(nines 
conditions, et comitic garmitics il y a lew ivvrmis nets provenant ties loldgmplics et dea 
passe ports, ou memo du Ifendfice 6e fa trappe d'argtmt, qui monte & environ 5,000/. pur 
mois. Lea deux Miiiiatres it, TtflnSrau, avee leers couseilferfs experts en matfere do Imatice, 
serout ft nuhne il indiquur fes gamntfe* qui lour sombferont lea plus Eiptes. 

Une iivasi^ do Id,uu0*0i)0 de francs impart in e litre fex deux GouveciieSxents eat nu 
toin: pen de chose et pmirrait etre veiwSe sans duhii, tandis [pi'uu emprunt considerable 
ncccsaiLerait rlu- longues migociatioris, Idi question, k noire avis, eat uigente, et eluiis 
serious trks liennTix si le i dmverueinont Impcried voulait Liiou dtisistcr du projot rl'iin 
elnprutil cons id era life, qui nfeat II now youx m opportim ni uJcessiiire pour lo moment, et 
so joinilre h tmus pour I'avance itdalivement modesle qui portcrait dua nemiidon si la 
siiuatioii aotualle on Ifeiiso. 

Votrc, &e. 

A. NICOtaON 
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[179] No, 10. 

Mr. .Marling to Sir Edward Grey .—(fifffeired January 3, 1910.) 

(Ho, m.) 

gi r Constimiindple } December 27 f 1909. 

[ CALLED on tho Hneai&n Ai^j^flador on the 24th instant, and, after informing 
him, n£ the axihatanco of your telegram Ho. 711 of the 2.3rd instant, asked hie 
Excellency what steps he proposed to take in the direction of offering mediation in the. 
Turco-Persian frontier quest ton. M. TcharikofF said ho had received from Bt. Petnra- 
burgh information somewhat similar to my own* hut that he understood tlmt the 
mention made by Turkkan Paskv of mediation was extremely vague and could not 
without violence be twisted into even ee. suggestion that mediation would he acceptable, 
in tha circumstances* therefore* and so long as TewBk Pasha should make no_ mention 
of it to von, Sir, he was of opinion that it was inopportune to Lake any notion here. 
His Excellency went on to say that* from a long conversation he had had with the 
Persian Ambassador quite recently, bo had gathered that there was a fair prospect of 
the two Governments agreeing to send a joint commission to delimit the frontier, and 
he had bean .specially impressed with Ataed-Dowfeh'a suggestion that the commis¬ 
sioners might be accompanied by deputies from the Persian and Ottoman Parliaments 
to act as a sort of board of arbii mi ion (see iny despatch No, 99G of to-day). Adverting 
to the eondiLions mentioned in your telegram above referred to* that, as a preliminary 
to our mediation, we should require Llie Porto to withdraw its troops from what is 
incontestably Persian territory* Teharikoft stated his conviction that the Turks 
would never agree to such a stipulation, and it therefore appeared to Him that we 
should be placing ourselves in a very ambiguous position if wo lirsl insisted on seeing an 
invitation lo mediate where none had been given, and (.[ton accepted it, but on conditions 
which we knew would be rejected. Ife iiad tetegraphed these views to his Govern¬ 
ment and would inform me of M, lsvolsky's reply, which would prebahly contain more 
precise instruction*. 

1 loid M. Tcbarikoff that, while I agreed with him that the Turks would almost 
cettamly reject mediation on the conditions suggested, I could not take his sanguine 
view that any result would ensue from negotiations conducted by Turks and Fersinms 
alone. I thoughl, liowuver, that any communication to the Pol:Lo, on wlnitevcr peg it 
might be liung, would hi? of use, as showing that Great Hrituiu and Russia took an 
interest in tin 1 settlement of this quarrel, Otherwise the Turks would continue their 
present conduct, and might even setae the opportunity of the joint operations 
against the UijmJvends in the nciglibonrhood of Mosul to occupy territory in those 
regions also. 

On Sunday evening I received a shorl note from M. Tchankuff saying lhat ho had 
received Instructions frnjp M, Isvolsky to lake action here, but that, as lie had to leave 
Ganstiintipoplo the following morning for a few days to escort the renudns of (ho 
Grand f%ke Michael through ihe Strata, nothing could be done till Thursday. Ho 
did not tell me what was the nature of his iuatructions. 

(Conhdentiai) 

M. r rcharikoff is, 1 am sure, genuinely convinced that the tentative to induce the 
Turkish Government to invito our mediation which M, Isvolsky desires should be 
made will not be favourably received here, md for that reason alone lie iw aversi? from 
making representations as suggested; but I think that ho iw probably even more 
influenced by the consideration that il' be Is obliged to take any eucli siep it may 
eventually fead to his having to reeoiuiiituid recourse lo mediation with a degree of 
iiiHixUaieti which llio Porto could not pretend to ignore, and which would go far to 
rendering nugatory the laborious endeavours, which since his arrival ho has been 
constantly making to win the conlUlence of the Committee of Union and Progress 
party* 

I 3lave, Ac* 

CHARLES M, MAULING. 
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[180] No. II. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey .^{Received January 3, 1010.) 

(No, OK) 

Sij* t Gori$unithwple, Dfccmbrr 37. 100jj* 

THE Persian Ambassador gave me an account to-day of what bus parsed between 
bim&elf and the Porte in regard io the roijohnt frontier incidents. He said [hat there 
were three special points on which he had had to mike tepresantatisn^ vbs M the 
attempt of the Tarnish military authorities at Poasveh to erect a telegraph wire 
connecting that, post- with the Turkish telegraph system, the occupation of MurFleh, 
the qbof-lieu of Soldnz, which resulted from the telegraph question, and, lastly, the 
killing by Turk inis soldiers of six Persian subjects from An baa, who bad teen trying to 
recover some sheep from Kurdish raiders. When he had first addressed the* Pit to on 
the subject his representations had been met in a friendly spirit, and he hud rgcoived 
an official note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs promising eatisfaction on (til points* 
and staling that the requisite instructions hail been sent, to the Yuli of Van. Hie 
Highness, however, soon loan it that if they were ever sent- these orders were not being 
carried out* and subsequently ho received another note in which Rifnat Pasha 
attempted to justify the action of the Turkish local authorities in every respect. The 
Turks, the noto stated, were perfectly warranted in erecting a telegraph wi® to 
PnsBveh, as the Persians wore doing the saute between Baton jboulak and Mumdoab, 
They were equally justified in occupying Mari-deb, fie the whole of Bulduz was Turkish 
territory, while as for the six Persians who bad been killed, they were brigands and 
deserved their fate. ArF-uddJowleh at once called on Rilaat Pasha and reproached 
him bitterly with the unfriendly altl uggresnivy at lit, ud« of bite Turkish G oven i men t; 
very etrang language was irscd on both shivs, but after a good deal of mutual lvcriminu- 
tion, the possibility of a definite delimitation of the frontier by negotiation was 
discussed. On both sides it seems to have been tacitly agreed that no conclusion would 
bo reached if Persian and Turkish conmtissi oners were left to themselves, as neither 
would accept the smallest responsibility without direct instructions from iheir Go 1 vena- 
merits, but when AiTct-od-ltawleh mutated Anglo-Russian mediation Hifhat Pasha 
scouted the idea, and he therefore suggested that a kind of Hoard of Arbitration to 
aeepmrmnv the joint commission might he formed of three members itioin the Turkish 
Chamber and three deputies from the Persian Mcdjjliss. IHftui i Pasha had seemed 
prepared to take this proposal into- consideration, but n-> it was made by AHh-ed- 
Itowkh without any authority from Tehran, it cannot yet he looked upon as an official 
basis for diucuesidii. I doubt personally whether, if adopted, it would have any 
practical results, 

Since this interview matters had gone from had to worse. The general staff Mid 
appointed Major Ujdniil Bey, who was for some years attached us a secretary to the 
Turkish Embrissy in Tehran, am their adviser in questions relating to the Frisian frontier. 
Djcmil Iky was constantly publishing articles in the pre^s rqiresea.ttng the Persians as 
the aggressors and denouncing as irreUgipuE the idea of two infidel Powers mediating 
between Moslem nations, and so long us the Ottoman Government- took its cue from 
such a personage it was hopeless to expect any reasonable solution. Ill fact, the 
position had become so Intolerable that, lie* AH^-ed-Dowdell, had telegraphed to 
Tehran tendering his resignation^ and requesting that Ills successor might be appointed 
at once. 

! knew; Djamil Bey well when 1 was at Tehran, amt he used Lo boast openly that 
the Turks intended to grab a good slice of Persian territory, and it is impossible to 
imagine -i more unfortunate choice of an adviser if the Porte really means to come to an 
amicable and reasonable settlement. 

I have, &e. 

CHARLES M. MARLING. 


[156] No. If. 

Sir A. NicoUon to Sir Edward Grtij „— January 3* 11)10.) 

(No, fiSO.) 

Sir, St. Petcrift/uryti t December 28, 1000. 

t MENTIONED to M. Isvolsky that I had gathered from a telegram which I had 
received from my Government that he was under the impression that Lho SShlima 
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Porto would not be unwilling to accept mediation in the question of the furuo-PUrsian 
frontier; and I asked him if Tarkhan Pasha had gouts so far as Jo intimate such a 
solution, m the Ottoman Government had not approached my Government on the 
subject. M, Isvolsky said that be thought that lie had spoken to me on the matter, 
but ihat lie wip evidently mistaken. He sent for the communication from 1 urkiiau 
Pasha and read it to me. I observed that I could not perceive that it suggested any 
mediation. The cpinraxiTiicatioii was practically the hiulio as that communicated by 
Tewlik. Pasha to you on [he Sltli December. M- lsvoFky saiil that on second thoughts 
he agreed with me, but he had considered at fhe time that perl saps it might afford an 
opening to suggest, mediation. Oh the whole perhaps It would be heat to drop all 
mention of mediation, and limit any eoiiimuuioations at Constantinople to requesting 
the withdrawal of Turkish troops from E^&Idon^, which was undoubtedly m Persian 
territory. 1 said that Mr Marling had instructions lo consult with the buss tan 
Ambassudor as to any representations at Constuntmom^. 4 „ . 

The two representatives evidently consider, according to^ in formation rGceiyeil 
since my interview with 1L Isvolsky, that it would ba of no avail to move the bn hi line 
Porte in (he sense indicated, anrl presumably M. Isvolsky will not, therefore press the 
matter* I do not quite know why he assumed that Turkey had shown uny desire for 
mediation, and when he had re-read the communication of Inrkhan Pasha ho 
aeemed to hu equally pg^led why ho had placed a# such construction on the terms of 
the communication. 

I have, &c. 

A. N TOOL SON. 


[337] No. 13. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grnj.*—{Received January 3.) 

(No. 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. i Hi ran, Jflimttqj 3* 1010- 

ADVANCE to Persian Government, 

Please refer to Sir A. Niuolson’s telegram No. 3 of the 2nd January. 

Loan will* 1 concur* be necessary to extinguish floating debt* but the question is 
subordinate to the urgent need for an advance. 


[121] No. 14* 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Niro Ison. 

(No, I.) 

(TefogmphicA P. Foreign Office, JanwryS, 10HI 

Slli G. PAROL AY'S telegram No. I of the 1st January. Situation hi Furs. 
Reluctant as we should be to resort to such a step, we fear that it may prove 
impossible to avoid tins dispatch of si punitive expedition unless a moderately large 
advance can h.e made immeditttely to the Fenian GoVerumeat You should therefore 
acquaint M. I&voJsky with the ttntetenw of Sir (1. Barclay^ telegram, and inform him 
that Hi a Majesty V Govnrnnumt hope, on the above grounds, that their proposals with 
regard to the loan will meet with no further opposition from Russian Government. 


[47086] No. 15* 

Foreign Ojjiee to India Office, 

£j r Foreign O/jSee, Jany*™ 3,1010. 

WITH rcferoncc to Fonfign Ofiles letter of tho 32ml November* 1001). relative to 
the proposed formation of si body of guards for tho protection of trade on ihe Ruthin!- 
Ispa&u road, I acn directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you la row Ah 
copy of :i letter from tho Hoard of Trade/ to whom ihtit suggestion wats subuuUed, 
giving their viowa vegnrding it and ragarding the manner in which it is contemplated 
that tiic cost involved in the application of the scheme should bu tncL 

I am also to transmit to you copy of thu reply which Sir F Grey has caused to bo 


* Ijanrci «t Tredx?, D«comber 2a, 19UH, 
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returned to the Board's communication^ in view of the considerations set forth by Hie 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran in Ins telegram No, 820 of the 26th ultimo.! 

Viscount Mftrley will perceive, from the i 1131ructions sent to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at St- Petersburgb*! that Sir & Urey concurs in the view expressed by 
Sir G* Barclay. 

1 am, Ac. 

LOUTS MALLET. 


[ 47086 ) No. 16 . 

Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 

Sir, Eortiya Office, January 3, 1910. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of tbe 28th ultimo, containing; the views of the Board of Trade on the proposed 
formation of a body of guards for the protection of trade on the BushireHsfabau road, 
and in the manner in which it h contemplated Lhat the expense involved in their 
mnmUmpce should be met. 

J am to inform you that since this proposal was initiated the question has arisen 
of a snail] advance to the Persian Government to be made jointly by His Majesty's and 
the Russian Governments. 

This advance would only 1>e made on certain conditions, one of which would he 
the formation throughout the whole of Persia of an officiant gendarmerie under foreign 
instructors, 

It is feared that,. ! !tis Majesty's Government were to insist that these instructors 
should bn of British nationality, so far as the British sphere of influence is concerned, 
the Itussiais Hoverijp&ftt, on their side, would equally insist that those in the Russian 
sphere should lie Utiidan, a demand winch, owing to the distrust and dislike of Russia 
universally feU in Persia, would probably suffice Lo destroy all prospect of agreement 
oil the subject of tin- advance, and thus make the restoration of order in the country 
impossible, 

I :im Ey transmit lo you herewith, for the information of the Board of Trade, a 
paraphrase of' a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,^ enquiring whether, 
in view' of these eonsiilemtiyiis, the proposal to institute guards on the Busliire-Isfahan 
road crmhl not be held in abeyinco, aa well ub paraphrase of instructions sent to His 
Majesty’s Ambassador at St, Petersburg]! tu make a suggestion in that sense to the 
Russian Govenvriiont.|| 

I ana, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[43 6j No. 17, 

India Office to Foreign Office ,—(Jfoccijwtf January 4.) 

Sir, Indin Office, January 3, L9L0. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 23rtl December, DOS), forwarding copy 
of. correspondence with tlio Anglo-Persian Oil Company as to the employment of an 
officer for (lie proposed topographical survey in Western Persia, 1 am directed to 
enclose ropy of telegraphic correspondence with tlio Government of India on rho 
subject. 

i am in explain that Viscount Morley's telegram of the 31st December, 1909, was 
prepared at the instance of the company* to whom a copy of the VieemyM telegram of 
tins 29th December had been in formal iy ccjnnnimicatcd. El was understood that the 
Foreign OJHco had no objection to this course, which. was adopted in order to save 
titno. 

I am, Ac. 

0. RITCHIE. 


• So, Ul 

* Sir 11 1 , Hitrd.iy, So, Him, T-fJograpliio, Dos.'cmtwr 20, 1D0JI, 

} Tu SU A. SscmI^isi, So 1371„ Tufi^rftrjiie. llm'mter llHJfl, 
l Sii it lliiri’lny, So. k-jo, Ttflogriiplitr,lk'eiimbnr 2ii„ UK'Hl, 

I! To Sir A. N3toinon, >«, IIi7I T Tulcsni|itsifi, IkcciJitwr i J M, 1UD9, 
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Enclosure 1 in No, 17. 


Viscoum Mortey to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Ihsfwi Office, December 17, 1909. 

li£FERI]NOE is invited to your telegram dated iho 1st December, A younger 
man would have been preferred by Aiigb-Peraian Oil Company., hut they enquire 
whether Mr. G. P. Tate would bo willing to undertake work at once, bringing small 
Indian cstald[aliment, on salary SOU rupees a-month., He knows Persia and is under¬ 
stood to be retiring. Carriage and tents will be supplied by company. 

Triangulation on 2-inch or f inch scale only, as may he settled with Tate, will 
suffice for survey at present required. 


Enclosure *2 in No, 17. 

Government of India to Viaconnt Morley. 

(Telegraphic,) P, December 29, 1909. 

YOUR telegram dated the 1.7th December, 1909, as to Oil Company survey, Tate’s 
present, pay amounts to 1,000 rupees, and he declines to accept terms offered. Please 
say if we may engage Scott on terms which our telegram dated the 1st December 
mentioned, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 17* 

Viscount Mar ley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, December 31, 1909* 

OIL Company aurvey. Please refer to your telegram dated the 29th mutant 
Engagement of Scott at 1,000 rupees per mensem is agreed to by company ; travelling 
expenses hi field will not be given, as all Lents and transport arc provided by company. 
Young, European surveyor, now in Persia, will he attached to the party by company 
for purpose of filling in topography under supcrviHicm of Scott. Scott should therefore 
take smallest possible native establishment. Important that Scott should proceed to 
Poinla at oneo if lie accepts. 


[408 j No* IS* 

Anglo-Pcreiint Oil Company to Foreign Office,—[Received January T) 

HTncrte^er House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, Jinawary 3, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt o£ your letter of the 31 at nltitno, and 
to thank you for the in formation contained therein. 

Should you receive any further communication from Sir George Barclay in 
connection with thiA matter, 1 shell bo glad H you wi ll let me have tiro earliest possible 
advice, os a meeting of my board lias been called for the 7th instant to consider the 
question. 

I have, Ac. 

C. GREEN WAY, Director. 


[423] No. 10. 

Btr G r Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received January 4.J 

(No, 0.) 

(Telegraphic,) R, Ttfirfijn, Jamuiry 1, 1910. 

MY telegram No. S23 of 31st December and Sir A, NicoleonM telegram No. 2 of 
l&t, January. 

Minister of the Interior tolk me that Rahim Khan Is trying to come te teritiH with 
the Government, but they intend te capture him, 

St. Peierslmrgh informed, 


[ITU t 


I) 
















u 


[125] No* 20. 

Sfr Edward Gray to Sir G- Barclay. 

(No, 4,) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, January 5, 1910. 

CONSULAR guard at Bunder Abbas. 

The news contained in your telegram No. 2 oT the 2nd January is disquieting. 
Doe?? the proposed reinforcement of the consular guard appear to yon sufficient in view 
of (lie presence of 300 Afghans in the town, and the possibility of an attack, or, if 
there i.s a ship available, would you consider it advisable to hold It in readiness to land 
men? Is it, possible to rely on Persian troops for the protection of the consulate? 
Are there any in the tow ? 


[124] No, Si. 

Sir Fa heard Grey to Sir A * Nimison. 

(No. 3,) 

(Telegraphic.) P* Foreign 1910. 

ADVANCE to the Persian Government. Flense refer to your telegram No, 3 of 
the End January. 

We hope that it may still bo possible to induce the Russian Government to 
advance SDO/IOHL on the grounds mentioned in my telegram No. 1 of (he 3rd January, 
Their desire not to give more than lOthQQftL has much disappointed us. 

Whether M- fovoLky would be assisted by further pressure from us, or whether 
wo should not continue to urge the minter on him, is a question which it will be heat 
lor you to decide. I 1 hough Ills Majesty's (i ovf rum an t would certainly not d3selog|i 
unnecessarily the fact thut they had contributed a sum to the advance twice as largo 
as the Russian Government! it will probably prove impossible to conceal the truth, the 
knowledge of which would undoubtedly produce an undesirable effect. You should 
point th h out to M, Isvolsky. 

A solution which might be suggested in the last resort in order to avoid this would 
he for the two Governments to make an immediate joint advance of ^ODjXKlhj and a 
second advance of the same? amount a month hrtur. 


[126] No. 21 

Sir Edward Gray to Sir A. Nicoteoti. 

(No* 5.) 

(Telegraphic*) It. Foreign Office, January b, 1910, 

IS lit G, BARCLAYS telegram No. 2 of the Sad January; Consular guam at 
Bunder Abbas, 

You should inform the Russian Government of proposed temporary increase, and 
of reasons for it. Afghans are engaged in gun-running, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 3.) 


[47274] 


No. 23. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sijjf f Foreign Office, January 5, 1910. 

U l J ll reference to your letter of the 13th ulLimo relative to the retention for a 
further'period of the Indian guard stationed in the neighbourhood of Airway,, I Am 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that on the 2lst ultimo ho 
v;i":i ,: l a roiuti 111 nirui ion to be addressed lo the Treasury expressing the hope that tho 
bin d:, Comm fosi oners might t<oe their way to sanction the? charge on Imperial revenues 
i>\ half Hie'additional expense incurred in replacing the horsey saddler)", Ac., lent by 
iSm' l^t.h Friut-i' lJ Wah-sriUwn Tiwana Lancers for the use of the eight cavalrymen 
who accompanied tho force. 

I am to tnu ism it to you here with copy of the reply returned to ibis communication 
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conveying tho sanction of their TordeMpa to the proposed arrangement.* and I am t.o 
request- that Viscouni Morley s s attention may bo called to the last paragraph of the 
letter stating the conditions on which alone that sand ion is given* 

I am to add that, a copy of the letter from this Department to the Treasury 
of the loth November, to which reference is made, was forwarded to the India Office 
on the same date, 

1am, &c* 

LOUIS AfALLft T. 


[ 121 ] 21 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

gfo s Foreign Office, January 5, 191.0, 

I AM directed by Secretary. Sir Edward Grey to traimnit to you herewith copies 
of a telegram from liis Maj r ^ly's Afiuiater at Tehran, discussing the steps which might 
he taken to put an end to the dfatiijjftttl situation in Ears,! and of a telegram to ilia 
Majesty 1 .- Amha^ador a(.S(. Fetcrsburg^ insLnictinghls Excellency to urge the Russian 
Government to withdraw thdr opposition to the proposed joint advance to the Persian 
Government in order to enable the latter to take measures for the restoration of order 
in those regions* and thus relieve His MnjesLy’s Government of the possible necessity 
of active intervention. 

] am Ui request Mini, in view of the situation which lias arisetij the attention of 
the Govern mom. of India may once more be called to the fact that the dispatch oF an 
expeditionary force to Southern Persia may ho called for in the neaT future as the only 
means of preserving the lives and property of foreign subjects there, and of preventing 
the total cst.imrt.ioii of British and Indian trade in the Persian Gulf. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[126] No. 25* 

Foreign Office to Angfa»Persitifi Oil Company. 

Sfo ) Foreign Office, January 5, 1910* 

IN continuation of my latter of the 31st ultimo relative to the desire of a British 
financier Lo acquire the interest of the Persian Government in the so-called 14 DArey 
oil conecaaioh, 11 1 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that ho hits 
received a telegram from Hi- Majesty's Minister at. Tehran reporting that Mr. Maurice 
Blake, ibo agoni. employed, by tho financier in question to negotiate tho tt§IjSAOlion, litas 
stated that lie lias no chance of success; 

The Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs has expressed to Sir G* Barclay a similar 
Opinion, but ]\m promised ui inform him should the negotiations take a more favourable 
turn* which, however, is a most improbable event. 

Sir G. Barclay add* dial be has strongly dissuaded the Minister from concha! mg 
this transaction* 

I am, Ac, 

LOUIS MALLET* 


[655] No. 2$ 

Sir A, Nicotson to Sir Eduard Grey ^{Received January 0.) 

(No. 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. St Petertliurgb, January li s 1010- 

PERSIAN advance* 

I have received memorandum from Husshm Government En regard to above 
subject, They do not refuse in principle lo participate in an advance, though I hoy 
arc convinced ihui an advaimi* of even UHyiKRJf, will not lead t.o an effort!ve bui'ojve- 
ment of the situation, and will be speedily exhausted* They consider that nil advance 


■ Treasury, tlacptMalH^r SO, 11 ) 09 * 
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should be made in close conned ion with a more considerable loan, as the latter can 
alone provide necessary funds for the introduction of urgent reforms and for extinction 
or conversion of Heating debts, which are so burdensome to the Persian Treasury. In 
accordance with the views of M. Nana and of M. BfJjt* the Russian Government believe 
that the Porsinii Gowtunent, once freed from floating debts, could contract a loan of 
3,00G,OQ0Z<Jor which surplus customs revenues would be sufficient to guinuuLee interest 
They do not propose to place any portion of llic Joan on Russian market, but they 
consider nece.#iry funds could be found in Prance iJ Russia and England guaranteed 
regular pflymeht of revenues affected to the service of the loan. Memorandum draws 
attention to article 5 of Anglc|RuEsian convention, and intimates that Russia and 
England could promise to apply incase of necessity I ho measures of control therein 
stipulated in favour of the hanks who undertook loan. As nogot ia( iona for a loan would 
take 3i long time, it is clearly necessary to lake question in band without delay. 
Furthermore, Russian (Jovemmesit draws attention to tlm fact that it will only be by 
means erf negotiating a large loan that Russia and England will be in a position* to iusist 
on the institution of an erabtive financial control, and to ensure satisfactory solution of 
certain questions, such as preferential rights as regards railway concessions. 

As to an advance on loan,, Russian Government point put that last sprl&& they 
placed in Russian bank their share of advance projected, That mini, namely, 100,0001., 
is still available, and the Russian Government would be r^iady to advance it; but it 
would be very difficult for them to go beyond that sum, as they would in that case 
have to obtain legislnt i vo sand ion,. A control of expenditure of advance is i&lispcneable, 
and they think control should be confided to a special financial commission, on the lines 
laid down in Russian memorandum of 30th March, 1 G(>0 (o.s h p 

i will send a copy of memorandum, of which above is a summary, by post to-night. 


[652] 


No, 27. 


Sir A. Nitoistm t e Sir Edward Grey*—(Received January (5,) 

(No. fj,) 

(Telegraphic,) P. r , , SL Pcter&hmfh, Amman; 6, 1910, 

AS the duties which it is proposed to give to Mr, Nmv (see Sir ij. Bn relay’s 
telegram No. 822i would not seem to be Lho same as those which the Russian Govem- 
mi'nt formally objected tp being confided to a British or Russian ollicial T would you 
wish iiio (o EjBcorbiiit ilie views id’ \h Isvolsky aw to his loan to the Persian Telegraphic 
Administration, 


[6561 


No. 28, 


Si. Pi ierxtwrtjh, Jmi nary fi, 1910. 


Sir A * Nicohan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January Eh) 

(No. (j.) 

(Telegcapliic.) P. 

PROPOSED advjinco to Persia, 

Your lelegrarn No. 3 of the 5lh January. In a convcmition whRli I had with 
M. Isvolsky tliis aftnrnoon 1 dwelt m the urgoncyof making the advance withfc delay, 
and explained that il tins contributions of the two Governments were unequal it would 
be impossible to conceal the fact. L said that you agreed with him us to the bad effect 
which would be produced when it became known that Lite shares wero unequal, I saw 
that (Ids impressed M, Isvolsky, and ho I suggested that a joint advance of 200*0001 
might bo made at. unco by the two Governments, and that a month later a similar sum 
might bo luniishcd jointly* To this Ills Excellency replied with his old objection that 
be did not know where he could raise the additional sum thill would he required. J 
observed that my suggestion would leave him and the Finance Minister a month in 
which dtp hud a solution of that problem, and that, it would no doubt be possible to 
make mum- banking airajigmucm. J will write privately to him on tile subject w) that 
my letter roll Id serve as u basis for his appealing mica more tu the Minister of 
Finance, 

1 bud already commuihicnlnd to M, fevolxky a memonuidmn based on Sir G. 
Barclay’s telegram No. 1, mid in ourcmivareatioti to-duy hi& Eitcsllcriby remarked that 
il, was not tdear to I dm what the comieeiion was between our making a money advance 
ami tbu possibility of our having to intervene aciivtjy in I Vivian alTaira. 1 explained 
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to him bow closely connected the two questions were. He replied by stating that it 
was Ids conviction that the re-establishment of order could never ho brought about by 
a Persian force. To this 1 replied that it would be but fair to give the Persians a trial, 
and that, in tho event of their failure, we should not, have to reproach ourselves with 
having abstained from affording them the means of making tho attempt. 

M. Is volsky then observed that the news of tho defeat of ltahim Khan’s forces had 
not been positively confirmed. The telegraphic agency had, in fact, just received a 
telegram to the effect that Ephmm had fallen back to Scrub. 

i will continue to press 11. Isvolsky, but his Excellency was so preoccupied to-day 
with other matters that our conversation waa rather of a hurried nature. 


[657] No, 29* 

Sir A . Nrci)him to Sir Edward Grey .—(JifCtftEJstZ January 

(No, 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) V. St. Petersburg^ January G* 1910* 

INCREASE of consular guard at Bunder Abbas. 

Your telegram No, 5 of the 5th January, 

In conversation with M, Isvolsky to-day, I explained our reasons for temporarily 
increasing our Bunder Abbas consular guard, M, lavolsky’s view seemed to be that in 
the circumstances our action was quite natural. 


[664] No. 30. 

Sir A . Nivohon to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received January 7,) 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, St.Pctora&urgA, Janmry 4, lfljjfc 

THE following official communique has appeared in tins moriiiug'a papers:— 

“The Russian and foreign press have often alluded recently to certain reports 
which Chfbnel Liakhoff* the ibmier Commandant- of the Persian Cossack Brigade, is 
alleged to have addressed in 1903 to tho chief of the stall' in the Caucasus relative to 
political events in Persia, The text of these reports, which Professor Browma of 
Cambridge University considers 3ns has procured* has been published* among others* 
by the Persian newspaper, tho f HubuPuFiMutine/ issued in India, and portions of it by 
the German journal L Yorwiirts. 1 

lt On mi '\mry lining muffle, it appears that Colonel Link buffi never addressed such 
ru [torts to his chiefs, which proves that the documents published by the above-named 
papers are pure invention." 

I have, iScc. 

A. N1COLBON, 


[706] No. 31, 

India Office to Foreign Office. —(Retired January 7.) 

Sir, India OJficc, January 6, 1910. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 1st .January, 1910, I am directed to say that 
Viscount Hurley concurs in the proposal of Secretary Sir E, Grey to instruct Hie 
'Majesty's Ambassador at St, Potorshurgh to express io the Russian Unvermuimt the 
hope that they will consent to the arrangement under wliich an officer of the Indo- 
European Telegraph, DopaptmeiU (Hr. G. E. New) would be lent to the I’orsiuu 
Government for six mouths, to assist, in tho reorganisation of the Persian telegraph 
ail ml el [strati ou. 

I am, iftc. 

li. RITCHIE. 


[1704] 
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[754] No. 32. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 7.) 

Sir, India Office^ January 6, 1910. 

WITH reference to the telegram No. 2, dated the 2nd January, It) 10, of Urn 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran to the Secretary of State lor Foreign Affairs, as to the 
temporary increase of tire consular guard at Bunder Abbas lo one native officer and 
thirty men, I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to enclose copy of a 
telegram from the Government of India proposing the immediate relief of the present 
detachment, a sepoy of which is implicated in the abetment of the import of a-rms into 
India, and the temporary maintenance of the strength of the detachment at the 
numbers above mentioned. 

Viscount Morley is of opinion that the immediate relief of the present detachment 
is,, in the circumstances, a wise precaution, and that the temporary maintenance of a 
detachment .of thirty men under a nalivo officer is fully warranted by the large number 
of Afghans in the vicinity of Bunder Abbas, 

Subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir E. Grey, Lord Morley proposes to 
approve the proposals of the Government of India, 

I am, &c. 

11 RITCHIE* 


Enclosure in No. 32* 

Qoi vernmeni of India to Vixcouni Morley, 

(Telegraphin,) P. January fi, I01O, 

A SEPOY of the Bunder Abbas escort is reported by Re&ident, Persian Gulf, to 
be implicated in abetting the importation into India of arcus. Resident recommends 
dint present detachment should be at. once relieved, and strength raised to thirty men 
under native officer, na a temporary measure. I propose immediate adoption of 
KcEudcnYs suggestion, in view of fact- that ship cannot be spared for periodical visit to 
Bunder Abbas without detriment to blockade, and that there were 3B3 Afghans at the 
port on Lhe 20th ultimo. When the Afghans have left, escort will ho reduced to 
present strength, Very early approval is solicited. 

(Repented to Minister, Tehran, and Resident, Persian Gall) 


[7341 No. 33. 

Board of Trade lo Farthjn Office.—(Received January 7.) 

^ ir s . Board of Trade, January 0, 191fl. 

’*1111 reference t my letter of the 28lh December and to previous correspondence 
on the tmbjoct of the provision of road-guards in Southern Persia, I am directed by the 
Hoard of ] rude lottunHimi. to you herewith, for the information of the Secretary 
ol feiato for !-i?rtngci Affairs* copy of a letter which they have received from 
Messrs, i J . Ziegler and (k>* ami Messrs* II. 0. Dixon and Co, 

I ant, Ac. 

GEOv J. STANLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 33. 

Alcssrs. 7*ieyter and Vo, and Messrs. Dhoti and Co. to the Board of Trade. 

u't'iht December 2fl„ 1900. 

, WITH reference to Mr. Hooper's visit, the undersigned have heard with much 
satis Diet loti t! in r Hcrious proposals arc now being discussed between the .Persian 

Government arid His Majesty^ Govern.jit for the formatmu of un efficient patrol 

for the Jhishii'c Ispahan road; they hereby express their willingness to submit ton 
surtax of It) per cent, on the present duties fora period of three years on the under¬ 
standing that the revenue so raised shall be under the control of* and administered by, 
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His Majesty^ resident and consul-general in Bush ire, and bo used solely for the 
purpose of maintaining order on this road ; and th.fi surtax shall bo removed as soon as 
its object o! securing safety and order has been achieved. 

We would further direct the attention of Hi a Majesty's Government to i he fact 
that, in recent years, caravan robberies on a very large scale have taken place, and 
certain tribes have made a regular and profitable business of slopping and robbing 
caravans, and they have now Manchester bales stored in their forts sufficient for their 
use for several years to come. i _ 

Claims for the losses so incurred have from time to time been put. forward by Ilia 
Majesty’s Legation in 'lollran, but probably for want of funds have set far not been mot 
by the Persian Government, Now that a now loan in being negotiated it is hoped iliat 
immediate payment of these claims will be insisted upon, and we w t ouI d also suggest 
that the Persian (lover rm|fent should be encouraged and urged to dispatch one- or more 
punitive expeditions against the offending tribes with the view of exacting rmit.niion 
of the stolen property, and damages and indemnities, ami of destroying the strong¬ 
holds. The moral effect of such action would be of immense value. It would make 
the question of institution by other offending tribes iv compuralively easy matter, would 
greatly facilitate the work of the road-guards, and probably make an end, once for ML 
of a system that has most seriously hampered trade and greatly injured traders 
interests for a long time past;.. 

It will be apparent that if the robber tribes find that, as opportunity occurs,they 
can plunder caravans and retire to their strati “holds to enjoy undisturbed the fruits of 
their robberies, the new raid-guards to be instituted will bo continual ly open to attacks 
on the part of those brigand!; but if il is known that punishment will overtake .them 
(even though delayed), then we feel sure that the work of the road-guards will bo 
made much lighter* ' . 

We earnestly hope that this matter will be very strongly urged upon the attention 
of the heraiaTi Government, and that all the necessary assistance will be accorded to it, 

We have, &c. . 

P, L. ZIEGLER and Co. 

II (I DIXON and (Jo* 


[706] 


No* 3d. 

Sir Edward drey to Sir A . Nicohon. 


(No. 8.) 

(Telegraphic,J P. Foreign Office, January 7, 1910. 

PROPOSED temporary employment of Mr, New an the Persian telegraph 
department. 

You aria authorised to act as suggested in your telegram No. 5 of the oth January. 
The point you raise in |he last aenteucu of your telegram might be urged in 
support of the request, 


[801] |No* 35, 

-Sir G. Barclay lo Sir tidward Grey,—(Received January 8.) 

(No. 6-) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 8, 1910, 

JOINT advance to Persian Government, 

Please refer to Sir A. Nicojkop's telegrams Nos, 4 ami 6 of the 6th January, 
ft is of course inmnssihle to assert that financial aasi stance will ptit Persian 
Cnv^Tiinu'iU in jl position to restore normal conditions, but the chanca of success at any 
mtejuKtifiea a trial, and, hi my opinion, promptitude in granting the advance rather 
ilia a' the magnitude of the sum given is the important factor unou which aucceaa 
depends, life authority ofthe Persian Geven mi a tit would be grt^ly atrengthoped in 
the provinces by the mere fact thftt the two Govcmimmla were insisting thorn in this 
crisis. 

I admit.that a substantial loan will he necessary hi order to caUiagmeh the delating 
debt* anil that the cuatojns revemm would hear conniflemble further borrowing if 
p^ted only to foreign debt, but the delay that must inevitably accompany any 
negotiations fora largn Unti temporarily put it out of onutt, apart Irom Hia Majesty b 
G overnment's unwillingness to facilitate such an operation at Hub juncture. 
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[870] No, 30, 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Gr#y,—(Received January 8 .) 

Q jo, 7.) 

(T 0 I egmphic,) P. Tehran, January 8, 1910, 

ARMS traffic. 

In reply to your telegram No. 4 of the 5th January, regarding the p wit ion of the 
Bonder Abbas consulate,, I am in formed that there ate practically no Persian troops in 
the town. 

Hie Majesty** acting consul-general at JBushite [ms discussed the question with 
£oui(i[ j kiEtl officer, Lai.ter stated that t-lbe blockade would be disarranged if a ship were 
detached to visit Bunder Abbas at short intervale, but that, in view of the- wireless 
communication that jk siJways maintained with Jaak, a ship of war could reach Bunder 
Abbas within fwenfc-foiir hours from receipt of message, Major Trevor bus therefore 
instructed His Majesty's consul ai Bunder Abbas to telegraph imrnedlately to senior 
naval officer if attitude of Afghans becomes menacing. 

Major Trevor sports that thirty men would not bo a sufficient guard in (lie event of 
n serious attack on the consulate, but the greater number of Afghans who visit Bunder 
Abbas are Chillis engaged in the carrying trade, and therefore restrained by the fear 
of losing their right to come in future to the town—through which they do bbnaidera® 
legitimate trade—from biking offensive operations. The thirty men were suggested by 
acung consul-general in order to form an adequate patrol at night and to use a 
restraining inliucnce on those more impetuous spirits among the Afghans who might 
desire to incite their fellows. 


[43 6J No, 37. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

. l Foreign Office, January S, 1910. 

AJ directed by Secretury Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of votir 
letter ol 1 lie 3rd instant, rehiive to the survey of part of South-Western Persia which 
tllt: AngloTerisiriii Oil (’onipaiiy desire to carry out with the assistance of an ollieur of 
thi’ 1 1 id ism Survey Depart men 1. 

t am to in lorn 1 you, ill rfcply, that Sir E. Grey concurs an the forms of the tffil&granx 
addressed to the Government of India oel the ,'Jlsi ultimo, to the dispatch of which 
verbal consent wa* given at the [hue, embodying the conditions under which the 
company now desire to engage Mr, Scott for tide work, 

I iim to [|<!d that Sir 111. Grey has caused the company to be informed of the stops 
which have been taken in the matter. 

I am* Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[436] 


No, 38. 

Foreign Qjfice io Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


^' Lr * |VT . . . Foreign pjfcc, January: lOlif 

IA continuation ot the letter from this Office of the 23rd ultimo, relative to the 
hiirvcy ot part nl SoulUA\cstera IVnsiu which your company propose to undertake 
wim the assist mice ot uri officer of the Indian Survey Department, I am directed by 
secretary hir Edward Grey to inform yon that on the 31st ultimo the draft of a 
further te ugi'am in tin- Government ot India, which was elated Lo have boon prepared 
al ttm instance of your company, >V|»8 cinmnimLCUtad to this department by the India 
Office with a request tor concurrence in it* immediate dispatch. 

I Ins message was in reply to a telegram front the GoverntmMit oi Lidia lu the 
<■! ccl- (nut At a. I ; l t; ■ had dentined the otter lannle lo him by your company as his 
presi-in. pay amounted to 1 ,11110 rupees a-month, and li enquired whether Mr. Scott 
might ic migaged on the terms mentioned in the telegram of the Government of India 
of the 1st December, 

the reply, to the dispatc]i cl which concurrence was m once given ns desire lI, was 
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to the effect that your company agreed to the engagement of Mr. Scott at 1,000 rupees 
fl-month, without travelling expenses in the held, as the company would provide all 
tortta and transport. The period of employment was not to exceed two years, and was 
to terminate earlier if the trurngubUion was completed before the expiration of that 
period. The company would attach to the party a] [young European engineer now in 
Persia to fill in the topography under the supervision of Mr, Scott, so that the native 
establishment accompanying the lut.ter should be as small as possible. 

It was added that, if Mr. Scott accepted those terms, it was important that he 
should proceed to Persia immediately. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[370] No, 39. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 9.) 

(No. 8,) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 9. 1910. 

EASTERN AZERBAIJAN, _ 

Please refer to my telegram No. 5 of the 4th January, 1910. 

I am informed by His Majesty's acting consul-general at- Tabreess that Karadaghis 
attempted to capture Ahar, and were defeated with a reported loss of thirty men. 

Casualties were one: killed and four Wounded among Government troops under 
Yprim, 


[1015] No. 40. 

Sir A. Nicahon to Sir Edward Gray,—(Received January 10.) 

(No, II.) 

Sir, St. Peiersburghy January 6, 1910. 

I I I AYE l,1uj honour lo transmit herewith copy of an aidenneutoire in regard to the 
question of an advance to the Persian Government which ! have received from the 
Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs;, 

I have, &o* 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 40. 


Aidt-MtfmoiTe communicated la Sir A. Nicohon by M, hvolsky* 

LE Gouverncrntnit Imperial 11 c refuse pus on prineipc do parlidp&r A imo avnbce 
d argent an Gouvametnent persnn, tout en clout ranvnincu qiden prescuoo tie la 
situation actuello do la Perse uno avimee, Ihi-clto memo du moutant do 400,000ii ne 
pourrnit cohtribuor it une amelioration offoctivc do lordre des ehoscs dons cc paya^ ot 
quo dans tou& lew cus die serait promptement epuis^e, 

Pour affermir f^a sitnution cl, pour elablir l'ordre ct la aecurito dans lo pays, il 
imponcrait _au Gouvernomont pcrs?an non seulement de order uno force dffmont 
orgunisdc, bien oquipde, et regulieremonl payee, mais encore d'Litrodiiire sans retard 
les reforuMss qui shmpos^it d’urgbnco, telles quo la reorganisation do hi justice et do 9a 
pmvi‘|)[[on tints impOUt, qui e.vigera i-videmmcnl des debnurs as.se54 considerables En 
ohtre-—ot c est hi 1111 ties pointn lea plus CBsentjgjlti—ta Gouvomomoiit du Sehuh devrait 
satiafaire mix jusioa reekunUiontt lIl- ses employtk, ollidore, RoldatB, Ac., et lour payer, 
ne iTa-en qukn povtie, lew iirrierck ties gages qui leur sotit dun depths pluaieura arintjes. 
Pan» ei's ceudii ions, les lOJJOO.OtX) do francs dent il est question Janak lettre do Sir A. 
Nicelson du 13 (26) diVnnUv sendeiit epuisik bleu vita, ct dans toua les cas nvrmt 
quo lo Gouvememeiit du ScliaJi sit ms !u letups do skssurer lu runlieo rjguiiuro tics 
impets k Ihide des refonjies susnn.-ntLoiiiiecs. Ceci impliquernit tin nouveau retard 
dans IVnnvre de k regeneration du ptiya, et hi Porsc se verraii inevimlih nieut obligth* 
de recoilrii* eneure une ibis i h gein'rositii de Ju IRissic et dc rAnglaetre. 

[17Ut] * G 
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Ces considerations prouvent quTl est extrimemont important quo la question de 
Favanoo a fairs au Gouve moment peraan soil min cn rapport. direct avee cello dTm 
tmpmnt plus considerable qui serait conclu pur tkntremise de la Rnssic et do 
FAngleterrc. A bavie du Qouvememe^ Imperial, m pared emprunt pourniit seal 
fournir au Oouvcriiemont du SehaU les fonds rkccssaires pour introduce toutes ice 
rofonnea urgentes et convert! r ou amortir aes dettes ilottantes, si cm&reurag pour lc 
Tidsor psrwui. 

So hasaot sur bfljpiuion 4mise mr M* Mans, ex-Ministre dee Douanea de Perse, et 
If* . Bjjyot, Congetller financier, le J iijtivernemetu Imperial croit fine le Gouvcrnoment 
poreim, one fois libfiri (le ces dett.es ffottantes tbune fa von ou tVone autre, se vcmdt 
en 6tat do conclu re un empruntd'nm- trentaine de millions do rmi Ides don L Texceda tit 
doe ravenun dou aiders Buffi rait a garantir bn interets ; 11 y a tout lieu de erbire* quo ja 
BOmmo nette qui resterait entro b(S 6 mains a proa Pbperatiori de rainort&aenAut oil do 
la conversion des duties flottantes sera euttisante pour lui dormer la possibility da 
trouver une issue a lu situation preenire dans laqnolle il so trouvo, 

Lo Gouvomement Imperial iba pas on van, Eden enfondu, de placer sur le mardia 
financier tusbo uno part quelconque de cot emprunt j il ponsf quo Pargent. ndcossaire 
pouvrait otre trouvtf cn Franco, a condition que la Russie et TAngleteira S^s^ELt mix 
ercanciers la ran tree effective des revemm du Gouvernemeni. person qui sera lent 
yffect^s an service de cet emprunt. La Convention anglo-rnsse flu Itt (31) aout, 11)07, 
prevent ft bar tide 5 la possibility do prendre, si Ja necessity s'eu presente, certuinos 
mesures de controle sur des sources tie revenus giaranlissont Ig service reguber des 
emprunts concilia par la Perse en Russia et mi Aagleterxe* 0 abigirait done do 
pjpmettre nux banques qui consentindent a foundr les fonds pour lo nouvel emprunt 
3’application on lour favour dos monies mesures, en cas de besom* 

Ainsi que le t louvernement britannique le fait justement observer, lu conelusion 
d ! un emprunt pour la Ptsrao necessiterait de longues n eg oo i a lions ; et e'est prucisfiineut 
cette consideration qui eoniinno, mix youx du Gouvernement Imperial, la u&Jesaite do 
soul ever sans dcloE la question de bemprunt, vu que bavance dont. il s'agit sora bientdt 
epuisye. 

Mala indcpendainmeivt des considdratiotis ci-dessus eiuises, lo Gouvcrncment 
Iiupdrial no pent skmpfictier d'aHirer rattention de l’Ambassade britannique suv le 
fait quo e f est dans lc ous seulement tie la mandat ion d 1 tin grand emprunt que la 
Ihissie et bAugletorre auraieut la poswibilitd d’iusiater sur binsi itutiou jd/un controls 
Imaitcior olTedif, et de w aasurer, en echangc du service quklles smront I'endu a la 
Perse ,1a solution satMa ito to do certuincs adairf'S qui touchent de pres mix intAjpete 
deft deux Puissances, ccuume* par exempk, lo droit da prLi%encc dams la quosiion doe 
concessions des ebendus do for, ninsi quo lo suggero laide-mcmoirts du b octobie, 1^03, 
transmit par rAmbassade britiumiquo. 

Dos lors. lc t!oiivfmoment Imperial considers comiuio oxtiOmement dfielrablo do 
tenter d'amoncr d^B a present lo Gouvernemcnt. person ii la dooiwum do aonclure un 
omprunt phis considerable, clont. lc montant pourrait cl re fisc a Teheran par \qs deux 
Mgations, area lc concours des diredteurs des Basques msse et uugJaisc, fif. Jli»ot, et 
Ics Mitiistros persons des Altai res Etrangcres et. des Finances. 

En cc qui concerne la question d’uii ncompt.e sur cot emprunt que bon pourrait 
avnncer des ii present A la Perse, le Goiivcraement, ainsi qu’il a etc dit pins lmnt, so 
declare pret u participer a la dite operation, mais se voit oblige d 1 exposer les considera^ 
tions suivnntcs u ce suj et> 

An print amps dernier, qmmd la Perse traversal t unc crise aiguo, le Oouvemement 
msso avail offert au (buvemement persan dc lui venir en aidu au^sitSt que bex-Scliah 
aurait accepts lc programme dc rdformes proposers par la Rugaie el I Angleterrc, et de 
lui vprscr su part dc lavaiuic de 5,000,000 dc francs doDt i! 6tait question alora. Ea 
fiommoi mVcssairc avail deposec a la Batiquc d'lSsqompte de Perse. Ensuite lea 

yy^nements s'etaiil precipitcft e! aynni amenc babdicatinn dt Mohammad AIL Sabah, 
bopuration Jin auric re cn question n’a pas pu olm executed, et !a somme doul il s’agit 
n'a pas 6i£ alfcatcc an but propose. I/O Guuyeriiem&nL Imperial sera it pret a avanaer 
actuellenient cotta scmmic dc 2,500,000 fr.au tdouvernsment parsan comme acompte 
sur Ee fui nr emprunt, mo is il lui a era it Ires diiffieilo ii porter cette somme an chiifre do 
r> h OOOiH) da fraiicB> cur dans ce eas il devrpit reeejurir qux Cbambres legislat ives, 

Le t kuvenicmcut imperial parlageenticrenumt Tavis du tioilvernement britanniquo 
qubl cat indispensable d'ob.fconir, un ]mirni.'ut meiac ■ In vur^ptmit de l'avance, binatiba- 
tion d’lin com i 1 6 k- elTccli f, aiin de prevenir des de ponses inutileB on emit rai res aux vues 
de la lbiBsie et dc bAngloterro. 

Eniiu, pour lc^ details du contrive a inrttiluor, le Gouvorncmani Imperial trouveruit 
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utile de a’en tenir &u^ considerations expos^ea dans laide-mdmoire du MEnistere 
Imperial dea Allaircs Etrangeres |u 2G mars, 1009, et propose quo co contrStl ^ 
cuutie a uiio commission finamdere speciale i\ leheraiL dout la composition et las 
functions 60 td prevucs au p. 0 du dit aide-memoire. 

Stiint*PifieriihQitrij, 23 dfaembre,, 100f) (o joTwi^r, 1010)* 


[1030] 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 10.) 

TEE Under-Secretary of State for India presents bis compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount MarLey, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to Foreign 
Ofe letter N r o* 43918/09, copy of a letter to Major P. Z. Cox, with enclosure, relative 
to the extension of bis deputation in England, 

India Otflcc, Januarg 8, 1910. 


Enclosure 1 in Ho, 11. 

India Office to Major Go®, 

g; r? India Office, January 8, 1010. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 11th December last, 1 am directed by the 
Secretary of State for India to inform you that it lias bean found necessary to arrange 
for your continued presence in England Ibr the purpose oi discussing ceitam matters 
relating to Persia and the Persian Gulf. 

You are accordingly placed on deputation for that purpose on the usual terms., yik., 
two-thirds of your Indian salary, for a fortnight in the first instance* but your further 
detention must also bo regarded aa possible. 

The Government of India have been informed accordingly by telegram, dated the 
7th instant. It is proposed to telegraph to them as early as may be found possible tbu 
date of your intended departure from this country. _ 

I am to add that the period of your d#y will form an interruption of your privilege 
leave, which will be resumed for the period oi your journey back to India. 

I am, 3», 

It lilTCIDE* 


Enclosure 2 in No. 11. 

Viflcouiit Norlcy to Government of India* 

(Telegraph ic.) Office, Janmry 1, 1910. 

LETTER to Cox, 1 Ith D|cgnber, forwarded by mail, 17th December. In connec¬ 
tion with matters under discussion with Foreign Office, it lias been found necessary to 
place him on deputation in England on usual terms tor fortnight in first instance, hut 
further detention possible. 1 trust that arrangement will hot cause mconvenience, 
Will telegraph date of intended departure as early as possible* 


[ 1111 ] 


No. 12. 


5n* G< Barclay to Sir Ethcard Greg. — {Received January 10.) 

(No* IL) 

(Telegraphic*) P, 

JOINT advance to Perabn Govorum&nt* _ 

Please refer to penultimate paragrapli of Bir A, Nkolsou^ telegram No, ■! of the 


T$wan t January 10» 1010. 


fitli January* _ r , 

l am of opinion, after consultation with the financial ad^visor* that a.commission 
whiqh included Bisiot and Mornard would serve to control flte expenditure of the 


l 
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advance in quite ns effective a manner ns the coimmsaEuii that the Russian Government 
propose, while it would certainly meet with lean objection on the part of the Persian 
Government. 

! regret to say that Bkot r s contract expires at the tmd of next month, but tic could 
doubtless be Induced to remain until the arrival of the French exports. 

ItdlhclLve control will not be ensured either by Russian proposal or by mine id 
itself. Such a commission, for example, could not with certainty guarantee that the 
hinds sqt aside for troops or for a gendarmerie should actually reach the men. Only by 
paying the money to the men through an European channel, Le., through foreign 
instructors, could ally certainty be obtained on this score, 

E lie French experts whoso engagements we hope to secure will, I trust, perform 
those more permanent functions of the commission contemplated in Russian memorandum 
of the 3tli April. 


[ 1120 ] 


No. 43. 


St. Peter aburgh, January 10, 1D10. 


Sir A, Nicahon tv Sir Edward Grey,-—t Received January 10.1 

(No. 10.) * * 1 

(TelegTaphic,) i\ 

PROPOSED advance to Persia. 

I saw M. Sazonow, Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, to-day, and he gave me 
to understand that the form and amount of Russian participation in the advance would 
probably be settled at a discussion between the Miniate interested, which is to taka 
place on the 12th January. 


[1256] 


No, 41 


SiV A Hicohon to Sir Edward Grig.—(Received January 11A 
(No. 11.) * ; 

(I'dagrapliicO R. Si. Pettmburgh, January 11,1910. 

„ G. BARCLAYS telegram No. S22 of 31st December and your telegram No. 8 
of 71 li January,, 

Government have no objection to Mr, New being lent temporarily to the 
ltenniL telegraph administration for tho purpose of assisting in the reorganisation of 
that department. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 


U256J 


No, 45; 


k . Edward Greg to Sir G. Ear clay. 

1 ^ u 1 ‘ T ‘ } p 3 A v ^ . Foreign Office, Jamtary li, 1910* 

LOAN r,i Mr. New to Persian Telegraph Administration. (St, Peterabureh 
telegram No. 11 of to-day.) b 

We concur. 


ini: 


No. id. 


iSir Edward drey U> Sir G. Barclay* 

Foreign Office, January 11, Lb 10, 

El of yesterday mean that a commission 


(No. 9.) 

(Tulegiuphie.) P. 

ADVANCE to l^o. 

Dues proposal in your telegram No, 

consisting of Mt.nmrd, Uissot, and one Pftrainu aubj^i should lake control of the wh3o 
advuiLco, and, alter satisfying itself ns to dm ^bptiniiiun of the money, hand it over to 
the Government in iuHtalments ! Also,do yon auggt st chat French Government should 
be approHrphi^I by Russia and ourselves with a view to retention of 1 .M. Burnt at Tehran 



25 


until arrival of the French financial experts 1 Tf that is your suggestion, will your 
Russian colleague make the same proposal to his Government? 

T am anxious to put proposal as to tho regulation of the advance before Russian 
Government in a concrete form. 


[734] No. 47, 

Foreign Office to Hoard of Trade„ 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 11, 1910* 

I AM directed by Sectipary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge tho receipt of your 
letter of the 6th instant, forwarding copy of a letter from, Messrs. P. Ziegler and Oo, 
and II. G. I.iixon and Co, relative to tho provision ot road guards in Southern Persia* 
lam to inform you in reply that the recommendations of these dr ms will bo 
borne in mind in the further consideration of this question* 

I am, &c> 

LOUIS MALLET* 


[1292] No. 48, 

India Office to Foreign Office^—(Received January 12.) 

THE Under-Secretary cf State for India presents hts compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of Statu for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Mcrley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of u telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 10th January, relative to the situation on the Rushire-lspaliuo road. 

India Office, January U, 1910. 


Enclosure in No, 43. 

Viscount il for ley to the Government of India. 

(Telegraphic,) P* India Office, January 10, 1910, 

RUSH I RE-IS PA II AN read. See telegram of 1st instant from 1J is Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran. 

Instructions have been sent to Sir A. Nlcotaon to point out to Russian Government 
that necessity of furnishing moderate funds without further delay to Persian Govern¬ 
ment, with a view to enabling them to restore order, is emphasised by tile situation. Tt 
is in no way in contemplation at prescut to intervene for this purpose with Indian force, 
but. you should maintain precautionary measures, subject to reservations contained in 
cny telegram of the 7th August, 


[1336] No. 49. 

India Office to Foreign Office. —(It<?ceucd January 12,) 

THE Under-Secretary of State fur India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
Herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to India Office 
letter of the Gth January, 1910, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 
10th January, relative to a temporary increase of the Bunder Abbas consular guard. 

India Office, January 11, 1910. 


[U04] 


II 
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Eocloflvure in No. 19. 


FigcouHif Moriey to Government of fndia, 

(Teloeraphic.} P. India Office, January 10, 1910. 

t i , iiuvE proposal m to Bumfor Abbas escort contained in your tdecram 
dared the 5th January, 


[1369] 


No. 5a 


Sir G. Bardau to Sir Edward 

(No, IS.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, 

EASTERN AZERBAIJAN. 


Grey. — {Receiti&d January 12.) 

Tehran, January 12, 1930. 


In 9pnMnu^tton of' my tefogriy No. 3 of the 3th January, T hfVfl tbs honour to 
report that official news has been received of a further defeat of the Karadftghis under 
Rahim Khan's son. Rebels are said to have Iveen rtjjulse^l wit.li heavy less after an 
unsuggeasht! attempt upon Ahar from various bides. 

]u communicating the above, IE is J [{graty 1 s acting constal-gen&ral at Tabreea reports 
that he learns confidentially that Government, troops at Ahur am running i|pn of 
ammunition:, and that in Tabreor, governor-general lias very little to spare. 1 nm 
informed by Minister of futerior that extra supplies are being dispatched from capital. 
Government appear anxious, its it will take over a fortnight to reaim Ahar. 


[1370] 


No, 51. 


Tehran, January I2 f 1910, 


Sir (l Hard-ay to Sir Edward Grey ?— (Received January 12.) 

(No. 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, 

EASTERN AZERBAIJAN. 

\ 4uti informed by His Majesty's acting consul at Tabreez that at (.tin urgent order 
oi tlie Viceroy of the Caucasus spine 20Q Russian troops have lieen sent to reconiooitre 
in the neigh knurl moil o( Altai', Iroiu TithrcresK and Arttabil, and to collect precise details 
as to respective strength of the Government and the rebel troops, 

^ It- is to Iks regretted. si nee the movement of Russian troops, by whatever innocent 
motives it may bo prompted, will, with little doubt, be interpreted as support to Rahim 
Mm" by public opinion. Neither M Pnkfowski nor the Russian consuls at Avcfohil, 
ltn, ‘i Apparently^ the Rm&ian consul at Tabrees, was. consulted as to the dispatch of 
tbirSL- troops, I bis failure to consult the Russian foreign agents seems I bo more 
strange in th|it tfio (Aiucasus authorities abandoned, on the advice of the Russian 
consul at Ardebil, the plan they had formed some days ago of sending a detach meat to 
Sarah. 


{Pr i vn to and Ah ay Ck a i fit I e. nti nl.) 

M. Ifoklewalii [* c miphtining of this independent actfm o| the part of the military 
authorities, but has asked mo not to report (.bis officially to my Government. 


[1372] No. 52. 

^ Si T -4. Nkohon to Sir Edward Grey. —'(/fr&iuaif January 12.) 

(Telegrnplno,) lb St, PdersbUTyti, January 12, 1010. 

RG.\[i guards in Southern Persia. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs handed me a memorandum to-day on the subject. 
Russian Government agree as io the necessity of instituting road guards, and they also 
agi'en as to an increase of JO per cent, on customs revenues fora period not exceeding 
three years, on condition that the proceeds of the eurifix lie devoted to payment of 
gu arils. In view of feet ihm projected mens are principally applies to roads in central 
?:one, :i would appear desirable that expenditure of sums he under practical control of 
the Russian ;utd British consular representatives in that acme. As regards British 
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sphere, such control would be exclusively in hands of British consuls. Increase of 
customs revenues could be effected by an exchange of notes with Eke Persian Govern- 
jn&wt, in which it should be laid down that surtax should be paid into Russian and 
British banks. Russian Government do not require rood guards on their roads in the 
norih. Minister for Foreign Affairs explained verbally that they already existed, and. 
moreover, roads were guarded by Russian troops. 

Russian Government consider that I his question ol read guards is quite distinct 
from general question of organising a gendarmerie and reorganising the Persian army. 
This question m a coin plica ted one which will take a long time to work out. In the 
iueuiH.iino, as [fibrilere usually occur in the spring, it ia necessary for the Persian. 
Government to make preparations for eventualities. Only measure would bo 
immediate reinforcement of Cossack brigade, which, by help of its native, officers and 
native noncommissioned officers, could be expanded into a division, or more, Russian 
Governmerit would lie ready to supply guns and military supplies on credit to Persian 
G ovemrnent in accordance with a request made some time ago by the Persian 
Government. Russian Government, are of opinion that it would be advisable 
to exert serious pressure on the Persian Government in Lho above-mentioned 
sense as to foreign instructors for gendarmerie and army, Russian Government, 
In view of possible intrigues and foreign influence, consider it to he unquestionably 
desirable that instruction should be en(r listed solely to Russian and British officers, 
and they propose that liotli Governments should use all their iuflmuicc and exhuusi all 
meins at their disposal before making any concessions on that point. The fimmeial 
aid desired by Persian Government affords tlic most powerful lever for that purpose, 
and thia should be utilised. In last resort it would Gg possible to permit Persian 
Government, to employ only subaltern dfiipre of a foreign nationality other than 
Russian or British, ami only after preliminary agreement with Russia and Great 
Britain, Chief supervision must always remain in British and Russian hands. 

I will send a translation of memorandum by messenger to-morrow, 

(Sent to Tehran.) 


[1373] No. 53. 

Sir A. Xicolson to Sir Eimrit Grey.—(Received January 12.) 

(No. 13.) 

{Telegraphic.) T. St. Retershurgk, January 12, 1910. 

MY telegram No, 10 of tlia 10th January. 

I am informed hy M. Cvolsky that the question of an advance to Pereia will not be 
diseased to-night, but from our conversation I gathered the following■ 

II is Government arc prepared io make an immediate advance of ! 00,000b—and in 
view of the apparent urgency I would submit that (Ids should be accepted—while (bo 
Ectifoment of the conditions would bo left to the representatives at Tehran, 'I'be 
Persian Goveiimreni would thus secure 21H.),OEM. for their immediate needs. With 
regard to the advance of a further 200M. Lsvofoky said that he could not make 
any definite promise that bis (lover ament would ho prepared t.o put down their half of 
this sum, but he intimated that is might lie possible, if dfommioni* for a Io|ti were 
commenced now, for his Govern men t, to accord thea* hall share of the advance ns un 
instillment, of their eventual share of the. loan. M. Isvofoky said that, lie could make no 
premises, but Russia might liud it easier to put down her moiety q£ the second SOGJXKJi. 
if negotiations for a loan were commenced forthwith. 


[1374] No. Si 

Sir A. Nicohort to Sir Edward Gretf.—(Received Januari? 12,) 

{No. 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Sh PtHemburyH, JantutTy I2 t 1910, 

MY telegram No, 12 of the 12th Instant, 

From the Russian memorandum on the subject of read guards, and on the more 
important questions of the reorgan Nation of the Persian army and the institution of a 
gendarmerie, t gather that it is not their intention to attach to our furnishing on 
advance the condition that the instructors o£ the future gendarmerie and army 
should he Russian and British subjects. In fact, I am inclined to think that soiua 















control over expendi hire would be the only eondiicon which Russia would demand in 
advancing lOOjOODi. Might I, perhaps, put this question to them? I gather that it ie 
only when a loan is to be made that they'would have recourse to the financial lever, 
and would press for the appointment of instructors sis indicated in their memorandum. 

I bad already informed iM, Isvolsky in writing on 20th December (see Sir Gv 
Barclay's telegram No. 820 and your telegram No. 1371) that |je wished to drop our 
intention of introducing into the negotiations for an advance any condition as to the 
nationality of the road gu sin Is, 


[1424] No. 5a 

Anyh-Pcrxian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—■{Iteceiveri January 13.) 

Winchester House , Old Broad Street } 
i London* January 12, 1910. 

I HAVK the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Jotter of the 3th instant 
advising mo of tha dispatch to the Government of India of a telegram ou behalf of 
this company authorising (1) the engagement of Mr. Scott at .1,000 rupees pet month, 
without travelling expenses in the field, ns the company would provide all touts and 
transport, the period of employment not to exceed two years, and to terminate earlier 
it the triangulation was completed before the expiration of that period ; (2) advising 
Ibat a young European surveyor, now in Persia, would be attached to the party to 1111 
in the topography under the supervision of Mr. Scott, so that the native establishment 
accompanying the latter should bo as small an possible; and adding (3) that if 
Mr. Scott accepted these term* it was important that he should proceed to Persia 
immediately. 

I shall l>e glad to know if any reply to the above message lias been received from 
ihe Government ol indiu, and, il not, 1 shut] be obliged if you will cause a telegram to 
bo sent, asking when Mr Scott will sail for Persia, 

I have, Ac. 

G, GREEN WAV, Managing Director, 


Sir Edward Grcu to Sir (J. Barclay 
(No. 10.) J 

(Telegraphic.) P. For cum C 

HO AIJ guards 

u view of com mui limit ion made by Russian Gove mini 
telegram No. 12 of yoeUrufh} ), what is your opinion-? I ay 
to suggested levy of euro barge at Buehire dono. Board of T 
doup, blit tl]at. levy at all ports would give rise to uonsic 
opinion, there arc obvious objections to levy at Buslnre only. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Bar dart. 

(No. 12.) J 

<*£\ „ . , 3p$J» Office, January 13, 1010. 

ADVANCE to Persia (bee my telegram No. 13 of to-day’a date to St 

Peteraburgh.) 

Whu! i« your opinion as to advisability of devoting some of present advance to 
road guards ? If you think it advisable, and M. PokWski agrees, a condition must 
bo made ta» that effect. 

Wo are making arrangements for depositing the advance with the Bank of Persia. 


[1373] 


No, 5S. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, NicoltOft, 

(No, IS.) 

(Telegraphic; ) P + Foreign Oijicc t January 13, 1910* 

ADVANCE to Persia, 

It- might be us well to exact some conditions eiw to grunt and control of the first 
SOH.OGOt These conditions might be decided by the representatives at Tehran, Will 
you a ’k M Isvulaky to authorise M Poklewski to consult with His Majesty's repre¬ 
sentative on this subject? 


[152 J No. 59. 

India Qjfice to Foreign QJFce.—[Received January 14,) 

Sir, India O^fre, January 13, 1910. 

1 AM directed, by the Secretary of State for India in Council bo acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the fpth November, and Lu enclose herewith two accounts 
(in Explicate) of expenditure incurred in connection with thu construction of 
the Central Persia telegraph line, together with a copy of a note by the director-iri¬ 
ch ief, Indo-European Telegraph Department, which the Secretary of State boa approved 
on the ,1 object.; and t am to request that they may be forwarded to His Majesty's 
lauds ter at Tehran with a view' to the presentation of the accounts to the Persian 
Government for acceptance. 

I have, &c, 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 59. 


Account against the Persian Government for the Capital cost of the Central Persia 
Telegraph Id no, constructed from Tehran to the Baluchistan frontier of India, by 
the- Indo^Etjropean, JAdegrupb Department for the Persian Government, under the 
Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia, dated the Ltith August, 1902. 


Purti<;u]iir*i— 

ChsIi Awtzm 
Vttlu^ of ntunoa 

Total 


Ittf. 41. ». 
10,^11 15 & 

7^000 5 & 

,, a a 


Certified that the expenditure shown under entdi charges in this account was 
actually incurred in payments lor transport of materials from const ports* for distribution 
of stores, along line, fur wages of labourers, for petty local purchases, &e. Certified 
also that, as regards the vuiuo of steles, ail the telegraph material was purchased in 
EngLmd through the Store department of the [mini OJli-co, and that the amount 
included iti the account represents the actual value of the stores purchased and used on 
the construction of the Central Persia telegraph line, 

IT. A. KIRK, Direciordn-Chief, 

Indo-European Tvhijrnph Department. 

December E, 1999. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 59. 


Account against the Persian Government for Advances mtido under .Article 2 of the 
Convention batvj|eii the United Kingdom and Persia, dated the IGth August* 
1902, during the Gohstructiort of the f lentral Persia Telegraph bine from febran to 
the Baluchistan Er.mtier of India for the Government of rendu. 


Particulmw—Scibri^ and allowances uf lAHUbliHbcmsul, 

[1704] 


Ii-U. », ]i-. 
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Certified that the expancffpuTe shown in this account for establish m&itijhjmgeft 
was actually incurred for the payment of the salaries and allowances of the sEiff 
employed m the dilution and supervision of the work of conetructinff the Central 
Peiaiti telegraph line, under article 2 of the convention, dated the I6tb August* 1902. 

II. A. KIRK, Director-in*Chief, 

Indo-European Telegraph Department. 

December B* 1901?- 


Enclosure 3 in No, 59, 

Note bp {he Director-in*Chief, Intfyji* European Department, dated the 8 Ik December t 1909, 

THE accounts of expenditure incumsd in the construction of the Central Persia 
telegraph line are herewith submitted for presentation to the Persian Government 

2, In presenting the accounts for the acceptance of the iVsian Government it 

seenci a an sable that the folio wing explanations should be given;_ 

K) That the accounts of the expenditure on the work have been kept, like the 
ordinary accotiriLa of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, in Indian currency. 

1 (*') P mi lgr payments in Pdggia made in krans, the lutes of exchange between 

krana and rupees prevjulihg at the time of the payments have been taken. 

(c.) That the payments in England in pounds sterling have been taken at the 
exchange ol I/., being equivalent to i$ rupees, 

M Th&t the rate oi exchange for francs lists been taken as £5 in, being equivalent 

3, The account uE the capital cost ol the Central Persia telegraph lino amounts to 
rupees 13,70,215 ; 5 : 3. Tina amount m equivalent to 125,931/, O.s, 5 : [d. T or to 
■>, I 'if ,025-525 Jr. 1 bo annual rental payable to the Persian Government for the use 
and the transit revenue of the line at -t per cent, on its capital cost will, therefore 
amount to *25,081‘021 fr, Under article 4 of the Telegraph Convention ol the 
Itith August* 1302, three-quarfcore of this amount, or 93^1070575 lh will lie retained 
by the British Government, and the balance 31,270255525 will be pdd annually to the 
Persian Govoi^nt m two half-yearly instalments. It would be of advantage that 
thu fraction ol a hunc shbjild be excluded in these payments* anti that the half-yearly 
paymmit should be 15,635 fr, This rental is due tiff from the 1st July, 1907, the date 
on wlucl i Lite construction of the felegiuph line was completed, and the first half-yearly 
payment fell duo on the fat January, 1903. The payment then mode was at thu 
mi uni hi tn rate ol L 2,509 fr, pi-r half-year. Further payments were made on the 
1st Jo y, 19U8; 1st January, 1309; Ut July, 1909 ; aid a payment has boon 
arranged for on the tet January, 1010, On these live payments th^Ss a kdance due 
to Lho Pmiun Go von mi cut of 15,075 fi\ ? the difference between the 12,500 fi actually 
paid rudi time and the 15,035 fr. now shown to be due, T-jiese arrears can be paid 
when the account has beep accepted ns correct by the Persian Government, 

4, fbu account submitted lor the advances made under article 2 of the convention 

shows an expenditure of rupees 9fi,5G£ : 4 ; LI, the equivalent of Ifl0*985'52O3 fr* The 
settlement o| tins account will, no doubt* lie allowed to bo deferred to suit the 
convenience of the Persian Government, us i» being doiiie in the case of ti§ payMnt 
due for the telg'raph line and cable between Henjam and Abbas provided by 

™ Iiido-European 'relcgpapb Department for llie Persian Government. 

5, In couneoticn with the prevision of telegraph offices and buildings along the 
(.oantral I orsia line there has been aortic expenditure under article G of the convention* 
A separate account will be prepared of this expenditure, and submitted later* The 
Pei-sian_ Minister of Tefogm|iha, in a latter* dated the 5th April* 1904, to the address ol 
the tinted: .Minister at 'Miron, Agreed tliat the expenditure for the provision of 
telegraph buildings, whether by building them, purchasing, or renting them, was to be 
a charge to the Persian Govern incut. 


[1559] 


No* GO. 

Mr. F* C. Strick to Foreign Office*—(Received January 14.) 


Sir, Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, January 13,1010. 

SINCE writing to you on the 31st ultimo, further cablegrams have been exchanged 
between my firm aud its agent at Tehran* copies of which I enclose. 

I have, &c, 

FRANK C. STRICK. 


Enclosure In No* GO* 

Cablegrams exchanged between Messrs. Strkk £f Co. and their Tehran Agent, Mr. David 
Brown, of the Imperial Hank of Persia 1 subsequent to the 3]at December, 1909. 

Sent to D* Brown ;— 

4< For your private information only, we know from second party, Persian Minister 
here, who is sou of Persian Foreign Minister, has Ml information about offers made 
by you. We believe Persian Minister, London, is interested in syndicate of little 
account, wliieh is endeavouring to obtain concession Ormuz. Do yon think Persian 
Minister*, London, lias any influence with Persian Government ? ” 

Received from D. Brown:— 

(s hi reply to your telegram, MorteznEhan Sani-ed-Dowleh informs me that our offer 
will be referred to special council next Thursday (i.e., the 13th January), nitd hope* it 
will receive favourable consideration. Opposition syndicate greatly weakened owing 
to backsliders. I do not consider influence, Persian Minister,, London, is of value.” 

Sent to D. Brown:— 

H For your iuformation, Andrew Weir & Co. arc doing their utmost to fix a 
prompt steamer to load IjJ}00 tons at Ormuz.” 


[1597] 


No* GI. 


Tehran, January 14, 1019, 


Sis* 6'. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 14,) 

(No, 14.) 

(Telegraphic,) L\ 

E AS'm IN Azerbaijan. 

In continuation of my telegram No, !3 of the 12th January, I. have the honour to 
report that I learn from the Minister of the Interior that Persian Government are 
about to make a formal protest to the Russian Government against the dispatch of 
troops to Abar, which will be heralded by teahkmi Khan as a proof of Russian support 
of Mehemet All, for whose cause bo declares lie has taken up jams* 

Since the recent victories, of the Govern incut troops, the Knmdaghi and Slmhtievun 
chiefs have, His Majesty's acting consul-go aerial at Tabreez states, been wavering whether 
to continue the insurrection. 

The present moment was therefore more than usually inopportune for the Russian 
action. 


No, 02, 

Sir G\ Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey,—{Received January 14,) 

Tehran, January 14, 1910* 


(No. 15.) 

(Telegraphic*) P, 

ADVANCE to Pereiau Governinent. 


Please refer to your telegrams Nus. 9 of the 11th January and 1® of the 13th 
January* 









Fallowing ift substance of a communication which I suggest we should now ba 
authorised to make to Persian Government i— 

“ The two Governments will, on receipt of a detailed programme of expenditure 
acceptable to the two legations, lie willing, subject to the conditions bora appended, to 
advance 400,000placing 100,0001 now to the credit of Replan Govern me nt at each 
bank, to ba supplemented later by a similar sum. 

'‘A commission under the presidency of the Minister cl Financ$, and formed of 
MM. Bhsot and Momard, two deputies of the Medjliss, and two other Persians, to 
control the expenditure of the monies ajonorditig to tIlc program me. L'he sigma tur.-e of 
the Minister of Finance with the approval of the commission, $nd of the Minister 
whose department Is concerned, to be necessary before payment is made to any 
department, 

“Acceptance of the programme of expenditure to be mode conditional on provision 
being made for— 

“1. The engagement in the Ministry of Finance of seven French experts with 
executive powers m accordance with the recommendations embodied in a report 
which M. Bizet is now submitting to Persian Government, payment of all money 
being withheld until Persian Govern meat normally apply for the loan of these men to 
France; and 

“ 2. For the formation of an adequate gendarmerie to maintain order on the 
roads, with foreign tost motors of whom the two Powers shall lifiiye approved. 

,s In the event of a railway enterprise in Pcnria, Ps&sian Government to undertake 
to give to two Powers, upon terms equally favourable to any offered hy third parties, 
the refusal, in the ease of railways in which each, respectively, is especially interested, 
of any concession which may be under consideration/ 1 

It is not necessary, for the present-, to any anyi Ling concerning M, BlkoI in Park, 
A financial adviser can be dispensed with if our conditions regarding the French experts 
are accepted by Persian Government, and M, Bt&Ofc, while unwilling to vrnfew his 
contract, will agree to remain in Tehran provisionally in order to introduce the new 
experts to the work, although he is of opinion that his services would be more useful in 
France to aid in the selection of suitable men T ill which case he would return with them 
to Persia. In (lie meanwhile M. Mornurd would aullice on the commission of control 
exposed above. 

In any case this commission can only be considered ns a pis tiller ; present con¬ 
ditions preclude any tatter urriijftement; but I could not recommend that the neces¬ 
sarily imperfect character uf the control should deter His Majesty's Government from 
granting n prompt advance, 

M. Foklewaki concurs in the above views subject to the decision. oi" Russian 
Govern men t with regard to— 

1. Tlu# ii ppniiilrnent id instructors for the gendarmerie. 

2. The inclusion, as fifib condition, of the Urutniii Lake (Joncession, the negotiations 
With Imam KuK Mi ran having brisk m down. 

Neither my Russian colleague nor 1* owing probably to a heavy snowfall, are yet 
acquainted with the decision of the Russian Government., but L conclude from your 
telegram No, li that they have consented to a joint advance, in two hustaimoma, ot 
406 , 000 /, 


[1730 ] No. G3< 

Sir CL Htirday to Sir Edward Gretj*—{Received January 16.) 

(No. 17,) 

{Ti log rapine.) P, Tdirfoi , January 16, ID 10* 

ADVANCE to Persian Government, 

With it fareoce to your bolt-gram No, 12 of the 13th January, and to your telegram 
No, IS to Sir A. Nice!sou of same date, I should not lie Inclined to attach the cluuEteg 
concerning gendarmerie and railways if we can only promise Persian Government a 
joint advance ol 200,000/. 

'Hie smaller advance must of course be made subject to conditions which will 
enable ils uj exercise control, and at this period the engagement of foreign financial 


experts, involving as it does only inconsiderable expense, and indispensable ns it is for 
any permanent improvement, should he made a sine qud non t but I should not wish to 
urge that any portiun of the 200,000/, should lie devoted to the gendarmerie; to 
Ec-establiah conoitirms in which a (gendarmerie or road guards would suffice to maintain 
order is of more urgent hnporUnco than to institute such n force. 1 would propone 
i.hfit 1 tu'sian Govenitnent should be allowed to employ tins money in organising 
punitive expeditions hjl 1 such military operations, In the "interest of their prestige, tw 
they may deem advisable. 

1, propose to take the above line when M* Foklewski receives authorisation to 
d iecuss the conditions with me* 


No. 04, 

^ ^ Sir A. ±S [ tcoltaw to Sir Edward Or a. ij.-^Jieceiv cd January 16.) 

{ telegraphic,} l\ St* Petardmrrjh, January 16, 1910. 

LAS I paragraph of Tehran telegram No, 15. Joint advance to Persian Govern¬ 
ment, 

A joint advance of 400,000/., in two instalments, lias not yet received the consent 
of the Russian Government. M. Uvolsky has taken no engagemouts a^ to a second 
advance of 200,000/., though 1 have received verbal intimation to the effect that if 
negotiations lor a loan were opened the Russian Government might possibly consider it, 
As to the first joint advance of 200,000/., 1 hope to receive their consent in writing, the 
ari angarnent oi all questions of control and conditions being left to the two repreaenf a- 
tives. 


[1780] No. 05, 

Sir G. Barth# to Sir Edward Grey, --{licensed January 17, 1010,) 

{No. 221.) 

, - 1,1 I ... . TMraa, Iketmhr 27. 1000. 

tdiNAX last, mail (ho principal (gents nailing for meutiou have beun the withdrawal 
oi a number of Russian troops in mi. Kakyjii and dm Ardebil district and tlm formal 
application of tliu Persian Govcnimetit to tho hvo Powers for an advance oi 000,0002* 

- !.'■ dot^plmu'iils at Ka^vnq at Inhvoez, a nil in the Ardubil district now nun her 
some 1,01)0 ur 1,100 inrn each. . I he rod notion of the Kukvj m force, which it is to !>□ 
hoped will not stop with the withdrawn] oi the 600 or 700 men who have recently loft* 
has not softened the tone of tho press, which continues'to publish strongly am i-Russian 
artmlcs, but so far the Medjlta, restrained no doubt bv Nasr-ul-Alu'lks moderating 
influence, has kept remarkably quint. 

£ hl ,]u ' ; 30th ultimo the Ministerial programme, of which 1 transmit a sunmiarv, 
wa^i presented to tho iUedjlxBB* and, after being discussed in Hcoret session, was formally 
appjvnrd, thu two items on which (he best, chance of success depends—(ho borrowing 
oj oQOjtK H. lb ami lire i.'tigagcnieui of foreign advisers — being accepted only subject ro 
the eventual approval by dm Medjltas of the conditions attached to the advance and of 
the terms on wli^li foreign adviVra are to be engaged, On die 12th instant- the 
Munster for Foiji™ Aftaira called privately at the two legations to give us notice that 
Luo application for (lie advance would be nmdo on the following day, and to urge iiik>u 
my colleague find mo the pressing need of die Persian Goynmuioiit and tho cfeimbiiity 
of keeping back any disagrticable conditions until the negotiations for the larger loan 
coiUeniplated in the Ministerial programme for the extinction of the floating tlebt, On 
tir follewtng day as already nqwEed by telcgmplg his IlighncsB called again, tide 
i ink- arvom pan H-' I by ilio Minister ol I inauee, and Iona ally applied for the advance 
which the two Munstcre declared (n be Imperatively needed for the restoration of order 
and for tvlorms m Lite administration, especially in the Department of Finance. 

_Since the a|)plication fur (he udviJnee tlnnga have rnarkci! time in Tehran, tlio 
-•ulunct is anxiously awmting to learn rhe couditious which the tw r o Powera decide to 
anadi to (he advance, and loses no opportunity of impressing upon my colleague and 
me thaUts resignation will follow a breakdown of the negotiations, 

It is from no desire n> spare Iteiun susceptibilities thiu I have spaght in mini 
Mcgrae n^r^trict the scope of our condttionB. In so doing I have been uctuah'd solely 

1170*1 K 





by my conception of the jo ml interest of the two Powers, which l cannot but thank 
would be beat served by giving, as promptly as may be, a eulfflkmtial sum to tho 
present Government. The relative tranquillity which ban marked the timed since 
the revolution may last through the ■winter months, but I look forwardto the coming 

of spring, when the tribes commence their si . nor migration, with no little hpprebgii- 

sion, unless by that time the Central Obvenunerit has gamed strength to prevent a 
recriideacesijco of disorder, and this it cim only do by obtaining funds without delay 
and using them aright. The failure of the Government to reestablish its authority 
muat sooner or later necessitate the intervention of tho two Powers, however reluctant 
they may be to take such a step, and 1 feel that I should bo greatly to blame m this 
eventuality if tho failure of the (foverirnmnl had pome about through a breakdown of 
the present, negotiations due to any demand which 1 bait suggested over tmd above 
those which I had deemed .strictly necessary ju order to ensure, as far as possible, (he 
proper employment of the money, Indeed, I consider that only success would justify 
the fourth ctOnditiob which I suggested in my telegram 2?o. S00, via., that relating to (bo 
ear-marking of railways, and Ef later it should appear likely to wjnguk ibb advance, I 
should bo glad to see it waived in so far that we might, w liitc foregoing any undertaking 
in the seiuse desired, content ourselves merely with making the joint eomnuinication 
indicated in the IStli paragraph of the memorandum handed in Af + Isvolsky on the 
I^lh Uclober, tDOS. Tho other three conditions which I suggested are all designed to 
secure, a& far as may be, the useful employment of the money. The form of control 
is, 1 think, the best that conk! (jo devised tor the moment, though we might stipulate For 
the addition !u the commission of one or more of the French experts, who, it is proposed, 
should ho engaged. But in order that tins Control should be really effective ii will he 
necessary that 1 1ic; gendarmerie, to which a great part of the money should be devoted, 
should receive their pay through European channels, and for this reason, iF for un other, 
it would be very desirable that European inair actors should bo engaged. If, however, 
IfiiKsin cannot be persuaded to admit the engagoment of any Europeans but Liitssiane 
in the North, it aeeno^ open to question whether if might, not be wiser to drop even this 
condition, m much do I fear that, Hcuner than consent to the engagfement of more 
Ivimjmi officers, the M&djliss, which already looks on the Cossack Brigade as differing 
little from u Russian force, may prefer U) forego any financial assistance from the two 
Powers. 

As regards the state of public order in tho province during the past four weeks, 
the only event oi pjuy miOprtaiice reported has been a light near 1 Sarah a day or two 
ag4j between a aou ot Italiim Khan and some of the Government force sent from 
hTirnn. Sardur Assad's sou cominStded the (rovcniutuul troops, and the light is said 
to have resulted in Um complete defcai of Rahim Khan's men. The stare oF the 
Bushim Ispahan road was up to the last few days, if anything, worse than when last I 
wrote, but I leani tide mornitig hat a few caravans arc passing now between Kuiseroon 
and Shiraz, the Boir Ahmndi tribesmen having been compelled by the severe cold to 
abandon their encampments, and that the road between Ispahan and YczdikWl- is no 
lunger blocked by Kubgdui, Latest advices also, denote some improvement, on the 
Kennamdiuh I hunjiduii road. I have no further details regarding the situation at 
Shiran, but clie two consuls coiitimie to press my colleague and mu to ur^e the 
disnustvid of Sowlct-ed-l fowleh from the Ukhatiiship of the Kashgtu, with \y bom 
M. rsiamdi is naturally very iudigmmt, as ho believes him to be responsible for the 
reccuL attack on his caravan, Knowing the power le^anese of the Central Government 
we have refrained from pushing them to adopt a course whirii Snrdar Asjttfd, from hie 
jealousy of Srmleteod-Itowldi, would be only too willing m adopt if lie felt strong 
enough to do so, ' s 


I have, &c. 

G, BARCLAY. 


Enclosure In No. lib* 


of yfinwttrk! Piogramme eubuiitted htj i ff>t‘ Persian Cabinet to the National 

Attembtyj November 30 , 1000 , 

{1. rmislnliius.) 

Al' I'ER n lengthy preamble respecting the urgent necessity for reforms, the 
programme stales that the main object wi®d| the Government must keep in view Is 
the in tins tenancy of order in the country. For tins purpose it is necessary—- 

■;D Id maintain a well-otgaiused force, am! to station ii permanently in different 
parts of the country ; 
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(£,) To employ regular road-guards for the protection of trade routes ; and 

(3.) To organise an efficient police force in all tho towns. 

.Military reforms will require careful consideration, and, when completed, the 
scheme will be laid before Parliament. As a temporary mens Lire for tho maintenance 
of order, the Government propose to have between 25,01)1) and 30,000 of the existing 
gold tors under arms. The budget for tiiis force will bo submitted to Parliament for 
approval, 

To carry on the Government a sum of 2, 500,000 toman9 (500,000!.) is necessary' at 
once, and ns tiiis sum is difficult to obtain in the country nt this moment, it is proposed 
that a fresh loan should be raised. In view of the inapbrthncp of main mining order 
throughout the country, it is proposed by thn Government to open negotiations without 
delay For the purpose of obtaining m\ advance oF the uhove-mcrit foiled sum, and 
subsequently to negotiate respecting n larger loan for the purpose of consolidating the 
different advances made to the Government at high interest. The interest paid by the 
State on the loan will naturally be at a lower bate than that now borne by the advances, 
and thus a new source will be found for the payment of Interest and sinking fund on 
the amount to be borrowed, The result, of the negotiation^ for the loan will in duo 
course be subinii.ted to Parliament, 

The most important reforms which the Government will have to undertake will be 
the iui.mdaction of a system of control for the revenue and expenditure of tho State, 
which is ns important as the maintenance of order. At (he same time as the financial 
reforms are introduced it will be necessary to establish an accounts department and a 
system for the collection of alt the revenue in the capital, and the formation of a 
treasury department. The budget for each department will have to be fixed and 
presented to Parliament, but before undertaking these budgets., and putting them info 
execution, those which were in force when the present Government took office will 
hold good. 

Ei will further be necessary to reorganise tho various departments of the Govern¬ 
ment on modern lines, and for this purpose it is proposed to introduce foreign adviser .3 
in order that a proper reform should be assured, Tho Administrations of Justice and 
Education arc particularly in need of reform, and the work of reforming the 
Administration of Justice i& already in hand. New laws will be submitted to 
Pailiament, but until this is done the present system, will continue in force, and the 
Minister or Justice will be authorised to select his own subordinates. A Bill for 
ed Licutional reform will bo submitted to Parliament, and will include provision for the 
expense of sending students to Europe. 


[1781] No. 66, 

Sir O. Burctuy to Sir Edward Grey .— (Rdjkiued January 17, 15110.) 

(No. 222.) 

Sir, Tt/Wft, DeCiuvh?!' 27, lf)0f). 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch born His Majesty's consul- 
general nt Meshed reporting the judicial murder at Niahapur of two Ismail]# at tho 
institution of the clergy, 

1. have pointed out to the FciVuiti Government the deplorable impression that 
would be produced if the Facts of this case were made known in England, when; tlm 
Ismail is, owing to the position ol the A»a Khun as a British subject, are the object of 
very special interest, and I have urged the ntMjefifoty of punishing tho culprits and of 
dismissing the governors of Darud mm Nisliapnr. the latter of whom appears to have 
shown culpable weakens#, and the former having beun practically an accomplice in the 
outrages, 

Sirdar Assad, to whom my representations were made, seemed to realise how 
hnpurbmt it was that an example should bo made of die fanatics responsihlu for these 
crimes, and promised to punish the two culprits, who have been brought to Tehran for 
trial. He told me, however, that the Persian Government did not feel strong enough 
fo execute two Mo L la Its without the sanction of tins Ulema at Nejof, tht which he lutd 
already asked, hut he promised to dismiss the two govern ova, end if thn Ulema refused 
to sanction the execution of the two culprits, to imprison for life Buglmr Darrndi, who 
actually committed the murders, and to tie port M.oin-uUChm'ubu, the lust I gut or of the 
crimes, to Kcrbebu Meanwhile, he begged me to keep the matter out oi 1 the press. 









I slml! Watch this matter and do my bent to kefip Sard&r A$$a.[l to h|8 wcm, but 
1 may have reffle difficulty, as the Government appear* to be anxious not to precipitate 
a conflict with the clergy at this juncture, 

En my despatch No. 2] J of the 21st November 1 draw attention to the absence of 
the clerical element froth the present Medjliss, and ns time goes on signs are not wanting 
to indicate that tbo new regime aims at eliminating tbe baneful influence of the Mollah&j 
w}]o naturally resent any attempt to exclude them from participation in public affairs. 

There are, in fact, at this moment indications of friction between the new regime 
ami the clergy* and for this reason it is feared by Sardur Assad that unless the Govern- 
liieufc are direfuj the clergy may i^i^e some excuse for inflaming fanaticism on the pact 
oi tbe ignorant masses in order to discredit the present Administration, 

1 have, &c. 

Q. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No, 66, 



Consul-General Byk&g to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 43.) 

Sir, ^ December 7, 1909. 

I HAYIC tire honour to report that Mohutnmud Khan, the munahi of this 
ccmsfdate-generHi, and a mm of high character, has returned ircEi enquiring into tbe 
very serious outrages perpetrated on l.Em IsmaiUs, and what ho states fully eomJirmB, 
and idsn supplements, i i darnmtion received by me front various sources. CouBequeraly 
my facts are substinttially correct. 

2. It is hardly necessary to state tor your information that the Ismailts, the 

rtssnSKiiLH .of the Grimdeis, are followers of hin Highness Aga Kl.. who lk the leading 

Muhammadan in India, In Persia they arts scattered ubMte in small, puverty^otrickeii 
coinmunilios, mainly In tbo Kaiimt (Sulideb) ami Ntshajmr districts, and iLuring my 
long.co[inaction with Persia no such nudges Imve occurred. and it has been under a 
refbvmed and so-eMled enlightened Government that these poor men have been outraged, 
done to death, and rhi-n treated with tinmentionahle indignities. Indued, their bodies 
were still nnburied a few duvs ogp. 

A The ijut-igaior of the whole business Is apjmrcinlv a crrtitiin Moliali Abdul 
Karim, who was an Ismail]* hut became si convert to SI da doctrines. Ho pointed out 
tn (Iso Mom-ul'GInmdia, ri minor iiiujtebid of Me.died and an ardent ConststuticpH^ 
that thorn whs certain property in charge of Mullah Snliinsin from which tithes were 
paid to bis I lighness i lie A^a Kliy&n, and suggested the mu ruler of this individual and 
the Qtdiiure ot I hi' property, which they would divide. bunt October tbe Mnin-ul- 
Ghuriilia sent for Mol lab Soli man and other Ismail is te Merited where an enquiry was 
held ps in i heir dogma. This ktep wus followed by the Moiu-ubGhuruha proceeding 
to Bkbud. fwnim 20 miles oust of Nishsiputy where lio was joined by* ilaji Mohammad 
Ikdtir 1 >nvi'udi, and also by Mohammad Husain Kbau t the governin' of Hamid. There 
worthies tortured the isuiailis and destroyed their tuesque. They then proceeded to 
KiLsinuibsid why no they acted in a similar fashion. Hearing of tbia, I obtained n strong 
letter In mi the leading inujtidud, known :iw the Agasi tin, which was sent to and 
received by the Moin-idtefhiiriilia, 1 also wrote a strong letter to the Klnmiiqil-Mulk, 
governor ol Nish.qntr, wlm replied that be had settled the matter, 

■ l. Mo!bdi Suliman, Mullah Husain Mi, and three other lea ling Ismuilis ivera taken 
to Damid where they weir sentenced to death; also the chief priest, ITaji Akhuiid, 
wlio te sail. 1 in lla- British con^date general, wan ounlenmed to death in Ids absence. 
Aiti r this the governor of Ibimtd and lluji Mohammad Rukir fhirrudi went to 
NisbupiLi 1 ami reported the matter to the governor and to Sheikh Aga, the lending 
rnnjteffiid, Tbe latter, lanvovt i 1 , refused to have anything to do with tbe case. The 
Khmdn-ul-Mulk was asked to send Ids executioner, hut refused to do so, This is 
corrol winter) by the naw chief of j hi line, who pointed mit to tgovernor wlint a serious 
position he was in. Indued, what can be thought ol a governor who, know ing what 
was happening* refused to nd ? 'There is worse to lb]low. 

I laji Mohammad ! fakir huiruiii ( hen pei^iladed | he MoiieuMIhumbir to allow 
the rxeeni ion, any! the men were murdered hy Ihimidi a ml their corpses treated with 
every obscene indignity. The governor of N mini pur was path iotn-d ] iy the iHinailis to 
Ian allowed to ivuune the eoijises, bur deummled a large m\u of money, wliicli was not 
given. Others ol tlic pii^onors wlm had not escaped laid to pay tbe governor of 
Nishapur lor their re lease, 
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ft. Subsequently, owing to strong orders from Tehran and my arrival at Nishapur, 
Haji Mohammad Bakir wpa seized and sent to Tehran, ‘fhe Moin-ul-Ghuruho. is still 
at Meshed, but I am exert Eng much preeaure for him to follow* 1 may add that tbe 
Aga^ada baa continued tbo accuracy of the above. 

7, I think, Sir, that apart trom the fact that the Ismail is are connected with us, 
the dictates of humanity demand that exemplary punishment be meted out to the two 
M"halla and to the governors of Nish&pur and of Damid. This 1 feel sure that you 
will insist upon. Mv Russian colleague and the Persian authorities agree with me that 
those outrages would never have occurred had Nishapur been under Khurasan, by 
which province it is surrounded, and wo are all address!ng Tehran to remedy this state 
of' affiurs. I need hardly refer to the bank case, as an instance of the great difficulty 
of getting tbe governor of Nishapur to act, and l trust both that this individual may 
be dismissed and that Niehapur may be restored to Khorasan. It was temporarily 
severed to suit the personal convenience of bis Highness tbe Naur-ed-iQuwtah, but 
until this anomaly be done away with it is hopeless to expect any reform in tbe district. 
My latest information shows that a reign of terror still exists, and that the Ismailis 
arc being blackmailed and robbed, but this 1 hope to stop by a telegram to the governor 
of Nisbapur that will assure them safety until the legation can take decisive action in 
this case, which, if published, would be a heavy blow to any prestige the navi regime 
may have acquired, 

8, A copy of this letter is being sent to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

P, M. SYKES* Major . 


[1782] No, 67, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received January 17, 1910*) 

(No. 223.) 

Siij TWjrflJtj December 30, 1909, 

I IIAVli the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 154, calling for 
my observations on a scheme submitted to certain gentiemcii for the improvement of 
the communications between Bunder Abbas and Kerman. 

Any British scheme Calculated te facilitate cumin uni cations between the Gulf and 
the markets of Central Persia is to be welcomed, and I concur in the view that in 
principle the project meriis the support of IIls Majesty s Government. At the sumo 
time. I can hold out no very confident hope that tbe Medjliss will be willing to grant 
the concession, fur there arc already indications that their attitude towards foreign 
enterprise in ! 'erda, especially British and Russian, will bo no less hostile than was 
that of the last Assembly. 

1 notice that those interested in the present scheme merely intend for themouient 
to form a syndicate for the purpose of rending an engineer to make a survey, I would 
venture to observe that at the present moment the country to bo surveyed is particularly 
unsafe, as the ordinary dangers of the road are aggravated by the presence of Afghan 
gun-runners, who are likely to be particularly vindictive this year on account of the 
increased severity of the measures wo are taking for the suppression of the arms traffic, 
and the engineer selected by the syndicate would have to be accompanied by a strong 
escort. This the Persian Government are at present in no position to supply, acid 
unless wq are prepared to provide it ourselves and insist on its being permitted to 
accompany the engineer, it would perhaps bu better to postpone his mission for tbe 
present, 

I have, &c 

U. BARCLAY, 


[1783] No, 68* 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received January 17, 1010.) 

(No- 224.) 

Bir, TjfAran, 31, lOOD* 

l HAVE the honour to transmit herewith tho usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks, 

I have* &c, 

U, BARCLAY. 


[1704] 


Ii 
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Enclosure in No. G8. 

Monthly Summary of Evtnt.s in Perkin for Four Weeks ending December 31, 1909. 


Teh ran. 

The Assembly. —' ! 'he Ministerial programme, which was presented to the Modjlias on 
the 30th November, was formally agreed to at the sitting of the 7th December, when 
all llic Cabinet Ministers attended. The Assembly* however, availed itself of the 
opportunity to remind th. Ministers of their obligation to consult Parliament, in all 
matters of finance 

After considerable discussion, the Assembly, on the 15th instant, decided by a 
vote of the majority to allow the Government mint to make contracts for the minting 
of silver to the value of 4(KU)00L 

During the past month Lite Assembly has been, chiefly occupied preparing new 
internal regulations, which were read for the' third time on the 28th instant. 

Secret sittings of the [louse have been very frequent, and it is understood that the 
subject discussed at these meetings has been principally concerning the pay to be 
allotted to the deputies. It is stated that the deputies are to receive 100 tomans (201.) 
a-montli each, and that they have in fact already drawn one month's pay. 

The Press .—The Tehran press continues to attack the Russians at every available 
opportunity. 

Finunnal Difficult left—The Govern merit applied on the 13th instant to the British 
and Russian Legations for a joint advance of 500,0001.,, and is still awaiting a reply, 

G. P. CHURCHILL 


Tabreez. 

1, IS is Majesty’s acting consul-general returned toTabreez from Sonjhoulak on the 
18th Decern bar. 

2. Tubreez lias remained undisturbed, but fighting has taken place near Sts mb 
between a force of tribesmen under the son of Rahim Khan and the Government 
troops under Sardar Assad’s son and Yefraim, in which the latter arc reported to have 
been successful. 

Astarabad. 

1. Out agent reports that Snlnr Moktsdcr, Ilkhapi, who was with the Ilgbi Turko¬ 
mans, was, in the middle of November, summoned by the Governor of Astarabad. Ik 
scut a message to the Russian consul asking for assurances for himself. The latter 
replied that he could not give assurance* until he had seen the governor, but if lie then 
failed to give them, Safer Moktader should either go to Russia or collect the Turko¬ 
mans and plunder the country, in which case he would receive bis (the consuls! 
support. A later report states thus Salar Moktader died on his way to Tehran* 

2* Towards the end of November two Russian officers, with Russian flags, visited 
the Turkoman tribea and encouraged them to plunder. The Government reported the 
matter lo Tehran. 

Meshed, 

1. Major Sykes returned from a tour to Nishapur, Tntshiz, and Turbat on the 
29th November. 

t. Five “ Young Persians ” from Tehran reached Meshed early in December, three 
of them being appointed assistant cover nor-gontral, chef do cabinet, and head of the 
police respectively, They at first decided an a policy of sweeping reforms, including 
the dismissal of the governor-genera I, but later they modified their views, and, adopting 
a moderate policy, are doing good work. Jn Major Sykes' opinion, if the machinery 
can be kept working without fresh crises for the nest few months, the situation wall 
undoubtedly improve, but it appears that Lbince Dabija is determined to prevent nil 
reforms. 

M. Miinssumd-Mulk lias been dismissed from the governorship of Dnragcz and 
Nusrat-nbMiuualik appointed in his place. The Russian consul-general Inis informed 
the governor-general that this appointment dees not meet with his approval nor 
with that of the authorities in Trauscaatpia. 
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4. A municipal octroi has been skirted. A notice was sent to both consul atea, m 
which it was announced that this w m being levied aa at Tehran. His Majesty 3 
consul-general contented himself with asking whether this octroi wna exactly the 
same in every respect as that at Tehran, but his mission colleague gave a very harsh 
reply to the effect that if levied on Russian subjects he would stop it by force. 
Major Sykes says it is hopeless for the Russian Government to expect the Persian* to 
view their acts with anything but mistrust and dislike so long as they continue to be 
represented by each Officials as Prince Dabija. 


Turbat-i-lIaidarL 


1. The following movements of Russian Cossacks are reported ;— 

On the 13th November seven arrived from Bunder Abbas for Russia; six Of the 
local consular escort left on the 10th November for gul-i-Khfltun; on the 25th 
November six arrived from. Sir]and and twenty from Seistan for Russia. 

2. Captain Skourratt, the Russian military attack^ at Meshed, arrived hero on the 
3rd December. 

Seistan, 


1. The chief difficulty in Seistan seems to be over the revenue question. The 
local Foreign (Mice agent and the deputy-governor are pressing the Baluch sardara for 
last year’s arrears us well as this years duos, and the aflrdars are doing all they can to 
delay full settlement, Purdii Khan and Khudadad Khan both spoke to Major 
O'Connor on the subject and used threatardbg language with reference to the 
Persian official r. Major O’Connor urged them to give their loyal support to the 
new Government, and pointed out that the demand for revenue was just and 
reasonable* Major O’Connor thinks that tlioro is no present prospect of their 
attempting to create any serious trouble. 

2, Daring October 1JS3 patients wore treated by the hospital assistant in the 
hospital at Birjlnd. 

Ispahan. 

1, The town has continued quiet. The party of Kuhgeluis reported in last 
summary to be holding a position commanding the road at Orchim withdrew on 
the 3rd December, but returned on the 7th, and a band of them was engaged in 
indiscriminate plundering round Kumisheh. Repeated representations to Samsam-es- 
Suhaueli by the British and Russian consuls drew replies that forces would be sent, 
but there is good reason to believe that no force is likely to go, it being hoped that 
when snow falls the tribesmen will withdraw. 

On the 12th December they were still at Qrchini. On the Tehran road the pest 
was robbed fi miles north of Kum by Shaharran tribesmen, all valuable parcels being 
carried off. A robbery was reported on the Suitauahad road. The Ahwass road is 
reported safe. 

2. Samsasn-es-Sul touch left Ispahan for Tehran on the 23rd December and reached 
Tehran on the 29th. M u n taz em-ed-Dowleh officiates as governor during his absence. 


Yexd. 

The town continues quiet. The governor is stated to have amassed a large sum 
of money since his arrival, many offenders escaping punishment by the payment of 
money. ’ The Kerman road continues safe, but there are still robbers on the Nam road* 
The < 'iirsces* though not receiving much assistance* from the governor, dread his 
probable departure in March, when they fear their persecution m ay recommence. 
Trade is recovering slowly from its extended period of depression. Taxes, rather 
more excessive than before, arc being collected, and are coming in freely. 

Sullnnabud. 


Mr. Vice-Consul HtrauRR reports that on the Oth November an influential resident 
of Ravendgc, in the Mahallat district, named Agn Sadr, was murdered, au wuh liis 
twelve year old son, by order of the governor. Both worts shot in tlnur lion ho by a 
Caucasian, Mehdi Khan, who was accompanied by Karim Khan, the old enemy of 
Messrs. Ziegler’s murdered agent, All Khan, and six of the governor’ll escort. 
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KermanshaL 

The state of the town is far from satis factory, robberies being of f request 
occurrence, Zah ir-ed-I towlel i resigned the governorship at the end of November,. and 
Nizan-es-iB nl tans ft was appointed in liie stead, but lias not. yet assumed the governorship, 
TEe Bagdad road has been fairly safe, Luton all other roads numerous robberies are 
reported. The telegraph lino has been repeatedly interrupted, several miles of hue 
having been destroyed, and much material earned away by marauding Kakswend 
Tribesmen. Latest advices., however, show that the roads from Kennanshah are now 
dear, 

Humudan. 

I- The agent of the Russian Rank 1ms been appointed vicwonsul, and flies the 
flag on his house daily. 

2. Five Jews, being pressed for lf>,00(E due by them to certain Turkish 
merchants of DSgdacI, took refuge with the Russian agent, who sent two Cossacks to 
tell the local authorities that they had no business; to interfere with persona under 
Russian protection. AO five men were Persian subjects. 

3. The governor of Harnadan was dismissed about the 15th December. The 
district was then reported quiet. 

Kerman . 

1, M. Tptroff arrived on the 11th November with sis Cossacks to relievo 
M. Adamoff as Russian vice-consul. The latter left on the 30th November for Yezd. 

2. The town and district have remained quiet. The governor has organised a 
force which keeps order and has also recovered a certain amount of goods plundered 
from caravans. The Bain bis, who were thought to intend raiding the Narmashir 
district* have made no move, 

Shiraz, 

.1 hr governor-general maintains his authority with considerable difficulty, while 
the altitude of Soule t-cd-Do wleh is defiant. The Central Gove ram cut has authorised 
the governor-general to keep part of the local revenue for the purpose of maintaining 
order. The roads continue disturbed. 


Peb&ian Gulf. 

Bushin, 

I. 1 Imre wits Home difficulty in securing a satisfactory election for the local 
assembly, 1‘hc election was therefore postponed until Darya Uegi returned from Lingah. 
-■ Darya Bogi returned to Bush ire on the 18th December. 


Mohamititerah 

1. Iln- river steam-boat CI B1 OSS Lynch’ 1 from Buprorah has been sent to work 
between Ahwnz and Mehamnicrah ; the steam-launches u ishtar 1 ’ and “ Mulamir " are 
already working there. 

“■ At the end of tOctober there was a good deni of disorder near Shuster. The 
governor seemed powerless, having no force at bin disposal and no representative of 
un \ importance from die Bakhtiari khans with Li ns- To Elis Majesty 's consul, who 
visited hum he expressed himself well disposed towards British interests, Hu has vet 
to coma to a satisfactory understanding with Sheikh IvhazuJ. 


Ahjpixx, 

, l v U °" ^ assrnu&s, the Gorman vice-consul at Bushins, left Nasiri to visit the 
oil-lien to without informing the Oi! Company s agent, and after repeatedly assuring Hk 
aiftjesty s Safthul and other persons in Mohammerab that he had no intention of 
visLtmg tho holds, .lip arrived at ihis oil-fields one morning, and met with a very cold 
reception from die oil-field s staff, who had been previously warned by special messenger ■ 
lie was asked to show his introduction from the managing agents and his card, but 
was m jiuritiossioii tjl neither. Ho remained about three horn's, saw ouo workshop. 
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but no oil-wells, and eventually returned by the same route? tvs he had come by 
“ looking very disconsolate. 11 o 

G. K. STOKES, Major, 

Military Attach/, 


[1746] So-©. 

Sir Nicotewt to Sir Rdwatd Grey.—{Received January 17.) 

(No, 13.) 

g[ F| St. Pelersburgh, January 6* 1910, 

T GALLED on M. Isvolsky to-day, and told him that f wished to speak to him on 
two or three subjects. Ho said that he wished first to tell me that ho had read my 
memorandum as to tho condition of affairs in the south of Persia, and he did not quite 
follow tho reasoning of Sir G, Barclay oh one point. The hitter said that Et wue 
intolerable that the Russian consul-general was detained at Shiraz, and could not 
proceed to Bu&hire. I remarked that no ono could we 1 dispute the fact Ilia 
Excellency replied that lie agreed ; but then^Sir G. Barclay went on to say that unless 
tho Persian Government were furnished with funds, the British Government. might 
eventually be coupe Ned to abandon their attitude of non-intervention. He did not 
quite see bow the two questions hung together, I said that it appeared to me to be 
quite simple. My Government, needless to say, were most averse from any punitive 
expedition, but if the present anarchy m the south continued, or got worse, they might 
be forced, much against their will, to intervene. The only present means-of putting 
order into the southern districts was that the Persian Government should be in a 
position to dispatch a force to clear the roads, Ac. At this moment the Persian 
Government had no funds wherewith to organise and equip such a force* It was there¬ 
fore necessary to furnish them with the necessary funds, at til that was what we were 
urging, M. lavolsky observed that- ho did not Micvo that the Person Government 
couldYaiae a force capable of subduing the brigands. I replied that this might or might 
not he the ease, but m any case it was fair to give them the opportunity of doing ho* 
If they failed, and intervention uuIbrtiinatoly became absolutely necessary, we should 
not by ourselves open to the reproach, or reproach ourselves, that we had tip; afforded 
the iVrsktn Government every facility for Ee-estubHsiiing order them solves- M, Isvdsky 
Siiid that lie jiIho rumarked that Sir G. Barclay had stated that the defeat of Rahim 
Khan hud given some prestige to the Persian Government. Ho was not himself so 
cm:It3em. that the Paraffin Government laid achieved such victories,and he had received 
no official inlbrnmtirm in regard to this. In fact, a Ub-gruin had hurt been received by 
the telegraph agency, to the effect that Ephrem hud been compelled to fall back upon 
Sarab. 

[ told M. fsvolakv, that as wo were On the subject of Persia, E should like tu speak 
tn, him us to the question et' the money advance. 1 said that I bad mentioned to ynu 
his remark that perhaps il would bn possible to conceal the fact that the Russian 
Government were contributing much less than IBs Majesty's Government. You were 
in accord with him that the fact if, or when known, would have a had efihet; hut 
although we natural Iv would not draw attention to the point, it would bo impossible, in 
u financial trunmation of this nature* to conceal the sham of each Government in the 
matter. It was, therefore, most desirably that the Russian Government should seek to 
contribute an equal share with Mis Majesty’'s Governmont, and perhaps he wnuld l>o 
able to convince the Minister of Finance if he returned to the charge?. M. Isvolsky 
seemed to bo impressed with what \ had said, but remarked that he would find it, very 
difficult to get over the scruples ot M/Kpkovtzuffi ! said I would irmku him another 
proposal which might facilitate the matter. -Supposing an advance of 200,000k were at 
once iiuido, each Gov^rnmont contributing a moiety, and that later, say in & month's 
time u similar amount was furnished, each Government again subscribing a moiety. I 
quite understood tho hesitation to submit tho question to tho Duma, which did tint re¬ 
assemble for u mouth ; but finely tho Russian Government could liud during the month's 
interval some means, either by a banking transaction or in scone oilier manner, to 
provide their sharu of the second advance. The question was so urgent and of such 
importance that it was desirable to search fur every means whereby tho difficulty could 
ho turned. This prujxasnl did not ssuiu to he distasteful to M. Ih volsky, though ha 
observed iliat- he did not know what bank would furnish the funds* Ho would, however, 

[170J] M 








again speak to M. KokovtzdT, I tagged !nan to do so, as we were very anxious to have 
the co-equal participation of Russia, 

I thought it well on my return home to write to 5L lavolfcky a private letter 
recapitulating what T had said, so that lie may have something in nia tarnl when he 
confers with M. Kokovtzofh and I expressed the hope that ho would be abb to give me 
an aihrmative reply as soon as possible. 

I have, Ac. 

A. NICOlSON, 

[1748] Halt). 

Sir A* Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,-^{Received January 17.) 

(No. 16.) ' 

W /wr - n'i ■ I >1tier $bvrg}i f January 5), 3 910. 

. _ b ^ ^ the confidential print that the question has been mooted of 

improving the communications between Bunder Abbas and Ketfian, but that it is 
considered advisable not to take the project into serious contemplation if there be any 
probability of it precipitating the construction of the Asknbad-Meshed Railway. I 
trust that 1 may he allowed to submit- some observations on the latter point. 1 should 
don I d extremely, m view of inw-o urgent requirementa elsewhere and of want of 
available uiftd^ that the Askabud^Mesbed Railway is like]y to be entertained as a 
serious project by the Russian Government for some time to come. When the 
necessity for such a line presents itself hi a pressing und definite form to the Russian 
government they would then without doubt undertake its Construction, Eiasumim* 
ahvrvye that they Etad obtained the consent of the Persian Government, that they ha3 
sufficient menus* and that they had obtained the consent of the Russian kegidature. 
IJicsu last two con [In ion h arc pretty broad assumption! Should the necessity appear 
to the Russian Government to bo imperious, they would, under the Anglo-Russian 
conv^n. have a perfect right to apply for the concession and to undertake the work 
il thoy were in a position to do so, without our having, by a strict interpretation ol the 
conventual, any hen# standi oppose the project either directly or indirectly. So 
long jits the present cordial relations exist lie tween the two Governments the Russian 
Liibimu wiiiird, I mrd:e ito doubt, be willing to consider any fileudlv sug^stinna of 
His ^b'ji'^tys Government that the lino should be hold in aheyantfgft; but 1 would 
rerspeo hilly submit that it might not be prudent, even in present cireminstances, to 
insist too much or too frequently on the desirability of Bussfe del erring the realisation 
id scheme* wit-hm the limits of her sphere in Persia, W* might be Spaaing the door 
to counter-objections on liar part to important pngacts in our own sphere, and this 
mi-jhi be of ineriimuiislice to m I venture to think that it would be betttte not to 
cndi-nvuur to circuinscribe the liberty of actio]] which, under the convention the two 
I mvew mwa in < lieu infective spheres. As to the speC&l question of the comnnmi- 

cfttioii between liumkr Abbasand Kern., I have no reason to talfeve that the Russian 

Lkh rnnnent would view with any diftimst nr misgivings nienssires which we iritaht 
Cons ] L tT desirable to take fur improving tlujse commmitau ioiis* and I do not think 
ilia 11ay wnujil regard such measures as necessarily inducing thorn to retaliate by 
preceding bp Lhe acquisition of n concession to build tlm AskMeshed line I 
tultjm sbiLt the jitave views are summit Ions, but the attention ol tlm Russian Govern- 
nauit is directed more to the north and north-west ol' Persia than the north east A 
cart road Jre.n Itonder Abta to Kerman would, I feel tolerably confident, awaken no 
1 'l\ iU niMH ? Jh'y IbisRiari Government, It would bon simple matter to 
5 sL ''., ,] {]m ns undoubted iact by uiy mentioning the pm nos d to M. Izvolsky not 
f>r the purpose ol obtaining his mqtimreer.ee, but solely as a friendly mark Of Confidence: 

1 could ilatlus m an mlorm.,1 rajtomer, and I migld mention the subject to bmi ns a 
question^xvluch His Majesty's Government were considering. 

So iar as ] have been able to obserfe, there i$ ti desire on the part of the Russian 

‘■r J " ,ltJ wf'T Uw a !|v a T of l ! 10 invent ini. of 1907 lip work cl.rdiaHv and frankly 
- 13S ; /’ butovey may be the action and opinion of some of their suboidmate ai*6nt& 

\ n Z™ 1 - 1 hnTr’tMjot delated a shadow of suspicion in the minds of those hi aut!unity 

£ tl-Ti ,M *." l)f* CmiM 0f " !ir ‘-hey bore Ah* Z kZ 

rn ' r r'Vl n f?T [ r 0 1 '* f)ri ^l !iljd ltie constiaic tion of ft cart mad within our uivn 
sphete would not, 1 believe, meet with any ijjfeiW or doubts on their part, 

1 have, <£c. 

A. NI CORSON. 
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[1750] So. 71. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edminl Grey .—(Jiecciueti January 17*) 

(No. 18.) 

Sir, Si. PeUrshiirghi Janvary If, 1910. 

IN accordance with the permission granted to me in your telegram No. 8 of the 
7 th instant, 1 address! a mcnioraiidum to the Rush in it Gofemmtent, in forming them 
that the Persian Telegraph Administration had applied to tlie I ndu-European Telegraph 
Department fr>r the services of an employe, for a poriod of six mouths, who should 
prepare a budget estimate and a code of regulations. I stated that it was proposed to 
select Mr. New for the post, and l pointed out that the duties with which ho would he 
entrusti'i! would bo different from those which had been indicated on a former occasion, 
and wore indeed simply of a nature which would be to the general advantage. I there¬ 
fore hoped that the Imperial Government would have no ob|ectiffii to offer to the 
nomi nation of Mr, New 

I received this morhing a reply from the Russian Government, of which X have the 
honour to transmit a copy, stating that they had no objection to the proposed arrange¬ 
ment. 

I have, &c, 

A. NI COLSON, 


Enclosure in No. 71. 

Aifh^rii&moire communicated to Sir A. Nicohon by M, Igvohiky. 

l.K Gonvcmoment Imperial no voit auoun obstacle a ce qubin employe do ITndo 
European Telegraph Department suit mis tempomiremeut it la disposition tie 
lfedministration des tdrag^aphes persans pour aider a la rcorgunissition de cefcte 
derm tae. 

Ivfi Gonvernemeiat Imperial espfere qufevec le concours rhi dit employe lo service 
des tolegraphes peraans, qui en effet a besoin d’une ^organisation fondamentale, sera 
porto a la lmuteur desirable dans r into ret general, 

8<di$P£lfflr*bQitfg t lc 2S decnvibrv, iQCt) 

(U 10 janvier, 1910). 


[1755] No. 72, 

Sir A, NicoUon to Sir Edward Grey .—(Received January 17,) 

(No. 23,) 

Sir, SL Peiersburyh, January 13, 1910, 

I REMARKED to M. .fevefeky this afternoon tlint 3 had understood from 
M, Sazonoff that It was propdpd to decide at a meeting this evening in. what form and 
to what amount the Russian Government would participate in an advance to the 
Persian Government., lEis Excellency said that there had been spine lnisunderntandbig, 
as the question of the advance was not to be discussed. 1 said that the matter was 
very urgent. II is Excellency replied that the Russian Government In id 1Q0,0 u0iE, 
ready, but the difficulty was how to find an additional lOO;OOM. Ho understood that 
wo considered that it was premature to commence negotiations for a loan. Such 
negotiations would occupy a considerable time, and he was of opinion that the sooner 
they wore begun the bettor it would lie, ll iluy were opened it was possible ili y 
midjit facilitate Russia Gliding an additional lOOjOOUt. as a payment ou account. He 
could promise uothiilg* and he could not engage himself, 

I said that I was then, to understand that the Russian Government would without 
delay furnish IOOjQQOJ, down; that they wished to open up loan negotiations; and 
that it wa$ just possible, if the latter were initiated, that the Russian Government 
could find another KXJ a OO(K. His Excellency said that such was the case, but l mn-,t 
clearly understand that they undertook no engagement whatever as to the second 
l(X),U00f,, either Lo jiiid it at all, or wilhui a mouth, or by any lixud dato, L said itut 
I quite understood the attitude of the Rnssiau Government. 

It seem^ to me that, as the need of Persia for money seems urgent—M, Sa^onoff 
indeed told me yesterday that the pension of the cx-Shuh, due thirteen days ago, hud 






u 


not yet been paid—it might be at? well to content mirages with obtaining the 100,OOQZ. 
dawn, which, xvith our contribution, would give the Permit Government 2€0,000l 
It would enable the latter to do something, and would lie evidence of the goodwill of 
both Governments. As to the conditiofts, I should think Sir George Barclay and 
Mi Pokfoivski could be left to settle them on the spot. In regard to obtaining [fie 
second contribution from the Russian Government the prospects seem a little 
problematical, but not entirely hopeless, though the suggestions ol M. Isvulsky to open 
discussions or negotiations for a loan are vague. I might perhaps, if you would so 
desire, ask him to define what preparatory steps towards that object he would propose 
should be under taken, 

I have, &C. 

it MCOLSON- 


[1756] No. 73L 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received JwuMfiry 17 } 

(No, 34 + ) 

&>ir, ^ ^ r Si. Pel^rsbvrgkj January 1910, 

M, ISVOLSK i handed to me to-day a memorandum, of which 1 have the honour 
to enclose a translation, in regard to the establishment of road guards to maintain order 
in the south of Persia, The consent of the Rurauiu Government to oftablishmg such 
guards, according to my muling of the memorandum, gives its u free hand as to the 
time at which wt; should communicate the proposal to Lbu Persian Government, aiid as 
to the mode in which we should present it,' There is nothing in the memorandum* as 
1 take if, wliidi would indicate that tbo Russian Goverulneint would raise any objection 
to Sir G, Barclay proceeding in the rarumor mentioned in Urn telegram Tl2 jit the 
6th November, should Ills. Majesty's Government so desire. The only conditions iu" 
respcct to road guards rotate to the disposal of the surtax of 10 per cent. Ah the 
Russian Gaverntmai1 do not intend to raise for the present the question of road guards 
|n the north o( L EVsk, the matter is jcjeife'idorably simplified. 3 imty mention that I 
Informed M, lsvi-lshy, in a private lotir of the 2Sth December, in pu^feuauce of the 
instrueilons in your in Ingram No, 1371 of the 2$i\i December, that ir would be desirable 
not to connect the question of British instructors organising the rend guards with that 
ol L a money advance to the Persiai. Government, and that it wjjjuld be preferable to 
hwii the choice ol such instructors to (In' Persian Government, subject to our approval. 
As Hie memorandum does not refer to the instructors at atJ, it may lie assumed that we 
can deal with that point in the maimer which may appear most desirable. At the smile 
time, having regard to the observe tin ns in the nieumrunduni in napeefc to the objection 
to instructors, other L halt Grids 1 1 nr Russian, l-eiug employed in the future gen¬ 
darmerie/ or Persian army, if would seem to lie advisable* npt to give the Persian 
Governim-nt any latitude in the select ion of instiuctore for the road guards, As ! hope 
that.the Russian Government may consent to the money advance hoing made to the 
Boisian Government iudepimdeiitly of tiny conditmus u£ all, beyond shine system ol 
coutn.ii Over tiro expenditure, i would Submit that the road guards si mu Id bo treated its 
a question entirely apart from any advance or loan, and simply its a measuiv 0 f a mom 
or less temporary oliftt&ctev for the immediate r.■iteration of security on certain trade 
routes. 

Ui respect re the wider question of a gendarmerie h * and tlie organisation of the 
Pcisiaii army, dm Russian (Rwernimmt hi tlieir memorandum arc explicit, and evidently 
intend to insist, whh all strai mo listless on the eiujiloyinBiit of British and Russian officers 
as instructors, and to make this point an ciseutiid condition tea loan. TIkj reinfbree- 
umni nf the Cossack brigade OS a prelim inary measure irems, as far as can he judged, 
not necessarily to entail an increase in the number of Russian officers, but to be adapted 
by moans of and with the iisristanre of the native clement among the oiliours. This j| 
& point on winch further explanation might be requested. 

I have, Ao. 

A, NICOLSOK, 
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Enclosure in No. 73* 


AfeniurfflndKni CQnmutminated to Sir A. Nicolnon by M. Izvolsky* 

(Confidential.) 

{Translation,) + . „ 

THE Imperial Government fully share the opinion of the British Government 
respecting the expediency of forming rond guards in Southern Persia ior the purpose ol 
aecuring the free and safe movement of trade caravans along the various routes. It 
agrees also to a temporary increase of LO per cent, of the import dues in tho 
Persian Gulf for a. oericid not 


exceeding 


three years, on the condition that this 
supplementary revenue shall be devoted to the maintenance of the ah-uvo-montioned 
guards. 

In view of the fact that tho proposed measure mostly concerns tbs routes passing 
through the neutral zone, it appears desirable that the expenditure of the ngmies 
assigimd for its realisation should be tinder the practiced control of the local Russian and 
British consular representatives. Within the limits of the British sphere ol influence 
such control of course would be reserved exclusively to the British consuls. 

The aforesaid increase of customs dues could l*e arranged by means of an exchange 
of notes with the Persian Government, in which stipulation would be made tor the 
payment of the above mentioned increase in full into the Russian or English banka, and 
also for placing its expenditure under the control specified, 

On its part, the imperial Government at. present has not any intention of raising 
the question of establishing similar guards on the northern roads. 

The Imperial Government does not connect the question ol rofid guards with the 
questions of esfesblislling a corps of gendarmerie and the reorganis;ilion of tbs Persian 
army in general. The latter questions are very complicated, and will probably require 
Boui.$ considerable time for their realisation. From information to hand, tpe Persian 
Government proposes to form a gendarmerie numbering approximately 6,000 men* and 
au army numbering from 36,000 to 30,000 men, and proposes to cany out recruiting for 
this [im pose only in the spring Meanwhile, it is impossible not to fear serious disorders 
precisely when spring commences in Persia. As is known, during winter all bib m that 
country is at a standstill, especially in those localities inhabited by the nomad tribes, 
but as soon as the weather lie combs a little warmer increased restlessness is usually 
noticeable among the more turbulent elemenrs, Yav this reason thy Pewiaa Govern¬ 
ment in tho spring should bo already prepared for all eventualities. The Imperial 
Government, is deeply convinced that there is only one way by which to realise this 
aim. namely, the immediate strengthening of the sola properly organised military force 
[ n p^rBia^the Shah's Cossack brigade. This force presents in. itself a ready-made 
autre of native ufliccrs, nori-commissioned » Ulcers, uml men* with the assistance o! 
which the brigade could easily bo expanded into a division or more. The necessary 
weapons and military supplies* could Ikj given on credit by the Russian Government, in 
accordance with a request of the Shah's Government received already some thuq ago. 
The Imperial Government propose in this respect that both the Powers interested iu 
averting any grave complications in Persia should exercise serious pressure on the 
Persian Government in the sensy indicated. 

As regards the question of foreign instructors for the future Remiau gendarmerie 
and army/"tlio Juipemd Government, fearing intrigue and foreign mlhiunces, consider it 
to be unquestionably |esirahlo that the hurt morion of the Persian foteos should be 
ualrUKtSd only to Russian and English officers, not only i n their respective spheres of 
influence, but also in the neutral zone* and it. proposes that in this matter both Powers 
should use nil tbth iullueuce and exhaust all means at tlieir disposal bi^lore on ter lug ou 
any euncessioi]!*. The musi powerful lever in this connection is the question ot money 
assiHnmct; on the part of both lowers, wldcli is iudiepensa^lato tlio f J ej , sian Government, 
Til is advantageous position lbr Russia and England must certainly be made nun of in a 


previous assent of Russia and Englruid, and on tin* qpndition that tin? chief guidance ef 
the Persia a military forces slum Id remain in the hands of Russian and English 
iimfcmctotfl. In the opinion of tic Imperial Government thin principle altould lw upheld 
[3 704] K 
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also in the question of road guards, which should preferably be under English instructors 
in the south, as was originally the wish of the British Govern incut* 

The Imperial Government is desirous of ascertaining the opinion of the London 
Cabinet on the proposals embodied above* 

SL Peicrsbttrtjfi, December 30, l l J09 {January IS, tUIO), 


[1800] No. 74. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .■— (RemIxcd January 17.) 

(No, 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) V. Tehran, January 17. 1010. 

POLICING ol"southern roads. 

In reply to your telegram No. 10 of the 10th January, [ have the honour to 
state that I had not contemplated that the proceeds of the surcharge should be 
subjected to any consular control Our mheine would be rendered mob? than ever 
in acceptable to the Persians ii complicated by such control especially if ft be jointly 
exercised 

At Bush ire the Russian Bank lias no branch office. 

With regard to Hie Board of Trade's suggestion contained in your above-mentioned 
telegram, if tns surcharge, which* ipso facto, would have to be doubled, were levied 
only at Bashire, it would tend to divert tialhc to other channels. 

My scheme, however, apart from the objections to the modilications whiifih Russian 
Government and Board of Trade have proposed, would be entirely unsuited to deal with 
the situation reported by Mr, Bill (please refer to my telegram No. 1}. At any r^te, 
therefore, until wo see what aieps Persian Government will take when they have 
received our financial assistance the Svhemib bad bettor remain in uksyancu. Chances or 
success of Persian Govern Aut would obviously be lessened by the reduction bf the 
proposed advance ..4OO,OQ0L to 2OU/>lQ0l 

With reference to Sir A. Nieolsons telegram No, 13 of the 12th January, it might 
be. pof.Ki. -b.' to induce Russian Government to advance, at the present moment, or in two 
instalments, the moiety of the larger sum if His Maj fey’s Go verts tnent undertook to 
discuss the question of a loan when apprimehed by die Renan u Government, Although 
1 understand that His Majesty's Government do not desire to facilttuto snob an 
operation at pr^brit, I ©ley-e that the time will conic, if Persia is to stand 
tihlspeti dimity, when use [stance must, be given to her in order that her present 
extravagant debt ti> the bunks may he converted or extinguished. 


[1955] No. 75, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 17,) 

(No, 19,) 

(Telegraphic). Bn Mr. Tehran, January 17^ 1010, 

FOLLOWING received from Quahire, No, iG:— 

4< Bond question again most serious ; Kn?.ervn-Shirn& rend forcibly closed since 
attack on Russian consuls. Dili December Bon lei came Ku Kerim to confer Tehran, but 
negotiations punigbmciH assailants and policing road by him failed. ]le then started 
now route across mountains via Taugistau and Jiiroli to Slums, Chamber Conmierce 
and lug Persian mendumts strongly oppose thk route, being little known track across 
mountains peopled Kosligui tribes, remote from telegraph line, no caravanserais, 
goods expoa&d + damage by water, Soulet has do direct authority Tangistan, Past 
muui li Kashgaie turned buck caravan* from Kazerun to Shiraz, but Bmhire merchants 
sent over 1,000 loads relays to Kssieruu. Zieglers, having 200 loads there, cannot 
transport by olliuiul or other route; ask assistance. Recently Soulet ordered chief 
TiuigBuiii stop everything going even to Itarusjmt by official rout©. Quarrel impending 
between khans of di Ik rent routes near RuahireP* 


47 


Tehran, January 17* 1GUI 


[1959] m 

Rir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rewired January 17*) 

(No. 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

B tj H TRE-SII IRA Z road. 

J have received the following telegram, No. 17, dated the iGth January, from His 
Majesty’s acting consul-general at Bushire :■— 

My immediately precctfing telegram, 

" Soulet-ed* Dowleh, i ricen.sed at Government 1 !? refusal to grput his demands for 
safeguarciiiig of official route, luus simply entered Jirreb road in order to seisie control 
between Bushire and Shiraz. The read is unsuitable, ami Its selection disagreeable 
to ull 

M Insurance will probably be refused by underwriters on goods on. this route, and 
ecu ku!s have been notified by Bars Government that it will not b& recognised officially, 
Hcno^i owners would have to bear'entire losses. It would ho imprudent at the present 
moment for Ento-peatis to travel between ShimK and Busliire, and the failure ol goods 
to reach the former town has dealt a very severe blow nt trade, by which British linns 
are the principal sufferers, 

il [ beg that this situation may b& laid before IBs Majesty's Government and 
question of safogtLarding of the rood expedited,” 


[1900] No* 77. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, — (Received January 17.) 

(No. 21.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, January 17, 1910- 

bUSHIREkBHIRAZ read. 

Please refer to my immediately preceding telegram 'l'he far-reaching Russian 
proposals Contained in Sir A, NioolsotTs telegram No. 12 for the train big of the army 
and gendarmerie by English and Hmrian offiecre, which would be regarded here as 
tantamount to the partition of the country, make it raft re than ever desirable that, 
until Persia has linen given the opportunity to restore order mdepeudnntly, intervention 
stj^uld be avoided even at considerable prejudice to our trade. If aim is successful, 
Russia's case for imposing Ivr offiHs would he greatly weakened. 

Prompt financial assistance on our part can alone give Persia this opportunity, 
and |[ believe ihe chance of success is weakened by each day's delay. 


[1598] No. 78. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir 0; Barclay, 

(No, g.) 

(Telegraphic.) P* Foreign Office, January 17,1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

His Majesty's Government will lie very glad if M. Poklewski am induce Ida 
Government to tousenl Loan advance of 400,0007 ill two instalments- At present, m 
shown by St pEiterwbm'gh telegram No. JS of the 12th January, t!u-y have not done so, 
and we can do no more. 

So long as you think that five Persiau& is not an excessive number, the proposed 
compuHition of the oomuiiaaion has mv approval. 

r |hu gendarmerie should be made a condition, and I trust that your colleague may 
tie able to bring Ins Government ever to this view, On this point., sec St, Petersburg}] 
telegram No. 12 of the 12th January. 

With regard to rail wave. Ills Majesty’s Government are prepared to ugrau 
to some condition calculated to safeguard our position ou general hues, but in view of 
the urgent necessity of the advance, add conquering that our exchange of views with 
the India Office is still in progress, we had contemplated deferring the fornnilutfo» of 
our demands on ibis point until later. 
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The Persian Government mighty perhaps, undertake to consult with the two 
Governments before grunting a railway concession to any third Power* The decision 
as to what railways ailed our interests must not be left to the Persian Government. 

For reference, see your telegram Np. 15 of the 14 th January. 

» t 


L1525J No. 79. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Jftnuary 17, 1910. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 145 of the 23rd October last relative to 
financial arrajifflimaats connected with the Central Persia telegraph Hue, I transmit to 
you herewith copies of correspondence with the India Office on the subject of the 
accounts of the expenditure incurred in its construction.* 

I have to request you to present these accounts to the Persian Government for 
acceptance, with the necessary explanations, 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[1402] No. 80* 

Foreign Office to Sadia Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office f January 17, 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 8th instant, relative to the survey of part of 
South-Western Persia which itio Anglo-Persian Oil Company propose to undertake with 
the assistance of an officer of the Indian Survey Department, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the company asking 
that, if no reply has ljeon .received to the telegram addressed to the Government of 
India on (he 31st ultimo, relative to the terms id employment of Mr* Scott, a further 
telegram may be sent to them enquiring when tic will saif for Persia, t 

I am to request lliat, should Viscount Morlcy see no objection* steps may be taken 
to comply with the wish of the company with as little delay us possible. 

I am* &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[1424] No. 81* 

Foreign Office to Angle-Persian Oil Company* 

Sir, Foreign Office^ January 17, 1910. 

I' AM directed hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th instant relative to the survey of a part of Southwestern Persia which 
your company desire to carry out with the assistance of an officer of the Indian Survey 
Deparimont 

I am to inform you in reply that, in accordance with your wish, Sir E. Grey has 
caused a letter to ho addressed to the India Office requesting that, if no reply has yet 
been received from the Government of India to tlie telegram of the 31 at ultimo 
mentioned by you, a further telegram may bo addressed to them enquiring whether 
Mr Scoti hay accepted your company'^ offer] ami, if so, when he will sail for Persia. 

1 have, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


India November 10, 19l>9i and No. Sit. 


t Ncs. 5t. 


[199 M No. 82, 

Sir A. Hardingc to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received Jiinnury 18.) 

(No. 12. Confidential.) 

Sir, Jammry 16* 1910. 

THE Mofakhem-ea- Sultaneh, Persian Minister at this court, came to see me 
yesterday, and adverted to the message which Earl Granville had given to him* in 
accordance with your despatch No, 64 of the 21st October last* respecting the reception 
in London of rhe S&ad-ed-Dowleh. He asked that no allusion should appear in any 
White Book which might eventually be published respecting Persian affair® to the 
communication which I had made to you at his request, or to Ills own connection with 
it, saying that he had mentioned Saad-ed-Dowleh's desire to see you merely because the 
exiled statesman was his cousin, and in no way from sympathy with his political views 
or his attitude towards the present regime at Tehran. I said 1 would at once inform 
you of the wish exp reeled by him in this respect. He told me that Saad-ed- Dowloh had 
not yet visited London, and was at present residing in Pari is. 

I haVC ^ rmJR ^ j IARm r GE _ 


[2om 


No. 83. 


Sir (L Barclay to Sir Edward Urey.—{Received January 18.) 

{No, 21) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Jamtary 18, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Please refer to your telegram No, IS to Sir A, Nlcolson of the 13th January. 

M. PbkLwsky having received hra instructions, we shall discuss Lins afternoon 
Conditions for the joint advance. 


[2090] 


No* 84. 


Sir U, Bardmj to Sir Edward Grey .—(Jfoeciml January 18.) 

(No. 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) lb Tehran, January IS, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government.. 

My Hussion colleague and ! have agreed* in the event of u joint ail van, co of 
4i)Q*bfL&i* to attach the following tdx conditions. If our offer is restricted to 200,000k, 
I have informed M. PokleWfcki tlmt 1 Can only consent to the first two, lie renliKCH 
that to load the smaller advance with nil the six conditions would be useless* and is 
advising Ins Government to advance a moiety of the huger sum : 

For conditions 1 and 2 please refer to my telegram No. 15 of the 14th January. 

3. Aeceptjmeo of Lhe programme of expenditure to lie rendered Conditional on 
provision being made for the formation of an adequate gendarmerie or rond guards who 
can main tain order on the trade routes* mid on an undertaking from the Persian 
Government that foreign instructors of whom the two Powers have previously approved 
shall, in due course* be engaged. The consent of the two Powers must, it is understood, 
be obtained before any foreign teachers Ebr any Persian force shad be engaged. 

4. Persia to acknowledge the preferential right oE‘ the two Powers, upon terms 
equally favourable to thcttij offered by third parties, to construct any railways in Persia 
in which they are interested, exception being made in the cose of a iioncesMuii tendered 
for by a Persian tu he constructed and exploited axclusively by Persian funds. 

5. lire concession for the navigation of Lake Urn inia to bo gran ted by Persian 
Gov oris in out to the Tabruez Rood Company. 

6. The present advance lu be made a first charge on the larger loan for which the 
Persian Government have id ready asked, and, in the event of that operation falling 
through, both principal and interest to bo scoured on the profits of the mint, and U> be 
repaid in ten annual instalments, plus (j per cent* interval, 

[1701] O 
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M. Poklawski suspects the Germans of having obtained the concession for the 
Kh&nekin Bailway two years ago, and he has suggested wording of condition 4 above, 
which he behoves will oblige the Persian. Government to divulge this, if true. 

Condition G was also drawn up by my Russian colleague. I see no objection to it. 
Persian Government have not, to speak accurately, asked Ibr the more important loan, 
but they have repeatedly informed us that it was necessary. I did not purposely 
specify the date for the engagement of foreign instructors for fear lest, if it is mode a 
condition precedent to the advance, negotiations would be wrecked by Russian demand 
for the engagement of Russian instructor. 


[2087] $o. 85, 

Sir A* Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received January 18.) 

(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) R- Si. Petersburgh, January 18, 1910, 

YOU It telegram, No, 18 [of 13th January : Advance to Persian Government], 
Minister for Foreign Affairs writes to me that Russian Minister at Tehran has 
received necessary instructions as to first advance, and has been instructed to concert 
with Sir G, Barclay as to conditions and system of control, Jle has been told to 
Submit to his Government, for their opinion, any agreement ho may arrive at. with 
Sir G. Barclay. 


[2156] No. 86, 

Mestfs. ElUngcr and Co, to Foreign Office .— (Received January 10.) 

Sir t 28, Oxford Street, Manchester , Sanitary 18, IS 10, 

REFERRING to your letter of the 7th December, wu beg to enclose herewith 
copy of letter we are dispatching to Sir George Barclay, acquainting him with the fact 
that we have chartered the steamship " Cliftonlan fF to load 5,000—^ h d50Q tons oxide at 
Ormuz, commencing about the end of January. 

We are, &c. 

ELLINGER asd Co. 


Enclosure in No. 80. 

Messrs. EUinger and Co. (a Sir G, Barclay. 

Sir, 28 t Oxford Street , Manchester, January 18, 3 910. 

REFERRING to our letter of the 8th December, we lx;g to advise you that we 
have charterer! the steam-ship “ Cliffconian u to load 5,000-5,500 tons of oxide at Ormuz, 
commencing at tlie end of thus month. We are not cabling you this information as our 
letter will reach you, we anticipate, before the steamer arrives at the Island of Ormuz. 

We are, &c. 

ELLMGER akd Co, 


[2094] No. 87, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received January ID.) 

(No. 24.) 

(Telegraphic,) P, Tehran, January ID, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government.. 

In continuation of my telegram No, 23 of the 18th January, 1 would add that I 
gave my consent to the inclusion iu the proposed conditions for joint advance of 
condition No. 5 because there seems real ilanger of the IJrumiu Lake concession fulling 
into the hands of a group of Persians with Germ an support behind them. 


ol 


[2179J 


No. 88, 


St. Petersburgh) January 19, 1910 


Sir A. NkoUon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January ID-) 

(No, 19.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. 

PROPOSED advance to Persian Government, 

Sir Gh Barclay's telegram No, £3 of the 18th January. 

It h greatly to be desired that M. Poklewsky should bring all possible pressure to 
bear upon bis Government in order to induce them to put down within a reasonable 
time the second portion of the advance, Further action here on my part does not serial 
likelv to have miich effect, and it is possible that the concession Ibr the navigation of 
the Urumiah Like might be successfully ntili^d us a kver from Tehran if it could be 
shown that gener>-iatty in the matter of money assistance constituted the sole hope of 
obtaining this concession. The difficulty lies with the Minister of Finance, not with 
M. Isvolsky. who i$ well disposed. 

! should prefer that my name should not be mentioned in connection with the 
suggestions contained In this telegram. 


[2161] No. SD. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F . Bertie. 

(No. 31,) 

Sir Foreign O^ciS January 10, 1010, 

THE French Ambassador told Sir C, Hardinge on the 13th instant that the 
French had developed a considerable trade in sugar at the port of Mohammerali, and 
that Ids Government proposed to appoint a consular agent there. 

His Excellency added that, in view of the importance ^ of British interests at 
Mohammerah, he had thought it best to announce to Elis Majesty's Government the 
intention of the French Government, 

Sir 0. Hardinge thanked M, Gambon for his courtesy in informing him. 

I am &c, 

E, GREY. 


[46604] No, 90. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ January 19* 1910, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23rd ultimo, coiuaisimg observations oil tEie proposal that His Majesty’s 
and thu Russian Governments should lose no time in appreaching the Persian Govern¬ 
ment with a view- to obtain the right eventually to coriSLruct certain rad ways in Persia 
us a condition of the loan Ibr which the Persian Government have asked. 

I I his letter dwells on the disadvantage to which Great Britain would be exposed, 
In the case of the Julfa-uMohammer&h line, in settling the question of rates, if the 
negotiations on that point are conducted on a basis which commits His Majesty 1 a Govern¬ 
ment in advance to the construction of the line* and on the further grave inconvenience 
that it will be in (Re power of the Russian Government (whose financial resources arc 
a matter of conjecture only) to dictate the moment at which British capital shrill he 
forthcoming (to sm unknown amount) for the construction of the southern section. 

In Sir HL Grey's view, an application to the Persian Government to earmark this 
line* would not commit the British Government to construction ab the dictation of the 
Russian Government. It is assumed from the Russian desire to apply for railway 
concessions, that the Russian Government will in any case insist on tho reservation to 
themselves of the northern portion of the Julfa-Mohammerah line. 

If llis Majesty's Government refrain from earmarking the southern portion, it will 
not prevent the commencement of the northern hall of the line, and if they obtained 
the right to construct the line when convenient to themselves„ they would not lie 
forced to construct at Russia's dictation. It would be greatly to the interest of Russia 
that the southern pari should not be constructed, 

.Sir E. Grey considers it. extremely important to secure the option of constructing 






the southern portion which would paea through a region wbere British! enterprise has' 
already secured a firm foot-held, otherwise some other Power will certainly apply 
for it. 

He sincerely hojKiH that this explanation wilt remove [Lorn Morley's objections. 

As regards the question of'funds. I am to observe that, the sum necessary far the 
construction of this line wouId be so large that there could hardly l>e any question of 
providing it from Government sources, either Imperial or Indian, and that it would 
presumably ha vs to be raised by a loan m the 0330111 market with or without a 
Government guarantee* 

It is stated that even if the eon tern plated application were granted by the Persian 
Government there would be no guarantee that the concession would not, nevertheless, 
he given to a third Power should the concisiontiuires prove unable or unwilling to 
begin construct ion when called on at any moment to do so. 

To this objection it may bb aptavered that, as ha« already been pointed out in the 
letter of the 17th ultimo from this office, the mere fact that an application of the 
nature indicated had been made by Ills Majesty's and the Russian Governments would 
go far to discourage Use intuderenee of other Powers, and no friendly Power would 
press for a concession already granted 

Neglecting for the moment those passages in your letter which relate to the 
junction of the Indian and Russian railway systems, I am to advert to your observations 
regarding the three lines which it is proposed to construct in the south which, it is 
feared, may load the Russian Government to undertake the construction of similar 
linen, of which the suggested direction is so far unknown, in the north. 

On. this point [ am to observe that, eis the Xtu&dan Government attach great 
importance to the quest inn of railway construction in Perfiiu, it- is unlikely that they 
will defer the undertaking until convenient to His Majesty's Goveritim-nL There U 
therefore nothing to he gamed by abandoning the request for the right to eimairuct 
lines in the south, As tor the direction of the proposed lines in the Russian sphere, it 
cannot fail to be revealed in the next communication received from the Russian 
Government on this subject, and^liould a line’from Askabad 10 Meshed prove to be 
one of those cm tiLrni]> luted, it will lie the business of Ills Majesty's Government to 
endeavour to secure by force of representation the po&tponcmt-nt of the scheme in 
accordance with the request already made m the meinomabiim of the 9th Uctober, i LJUS, 

As regards the nfleiit on trade of th| construction of (hesu lines, Sir E. Grey h 
not of course tu a jwisitio 1 * to dispute the conclusion conveyed in yoiir letter that the 
benefit thereby iinufcrred on India ill this respect would be but snia.lL He would have 
thought, however, that ns India is nearer to the Persian Gulf than either Russia, 
Germany, or Great Britain. Indian trade, being already to a cntisiilersiblu extent in 
possesion of the market, and jutj thing by tha already subsidised line of the British 
India Steam-ship Company, might be able to bold hs own oven against foreign (subsidised 
lines of KtLMiinjro. On Lbo other hand, it is indisputable that the greater tUA volume tsf 
trade in gem-rat that is uUmoted 10 the Gulf by these lines the greater the benefit to 
Persia, and the consequent den hand fur further comtnerca which cannot Itil to react 
favourably on India if efforts are made to keep at least a fair share of lids trade in 
Indian hands. 

k is suggested as an alternative to the proposed demand for thy right to construct 
those railway* that ai 1 endeavour should ho made to induce the Russian Govcrmueiit 
to join in asking (lie Persian Government to extend for a term of y cal's the u sterilising " 
arrangement now inlorcr which, It is urged, would Ik; more effective in prevent in <t 
other Powers from obtaining such emicesaions than would he’ the plan now under 
eon federal ion. 


Sir E. t troy does not dispute the superior dluctivenesa of such a course in itself, 
but 3ae considers that u, ik in (act i mpracttaabta since ho Is both convinced that the 
Rushuii 1 Govern rue in would never consent to it, and that the Persian (Juverniueut and 
Assembly would not ho willing to renounce tin- great betiofifcs which railway ctm- 
structmii jiiust confer on the (Minify not only by developing its resources and increasing 
its wealth, bill by Indlitatiug (.he maintenance ofurih-i* by extruding the |K)WGr nf the 
ceiund lulmhustmLion. Sir 1C, Grey himself feels al the smith e time that it is impossible, 
even il it wwe desirable, ij 4 cJi- finitely to retard tho development uf Persia by means of 
railway constviictfou, and that it would ho difficult for Great UriUuu to pursue a policy 
in Persia which would lie regarded as ii-.iQtionary and opposed to the spread of 
civilisation and progressive dev- tap me] it which have Invariably Wr associated with 
British cuLer prise in its penetration into distant and semi-civilised countries 

k is not clem to Sir K. Grey in this coiicieot-ion what arrangements with regard 
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to the Bagdad Bailway could be made with Russia which would be of a nature to 
remove I he necessity which abc now feels for railway expansion in Persia* 

As regards the tear expressed in your letter that Russia may admit Germany 
to the neutral none in Per$ja as compensation for assurances given as to the Bagdad 
Railway, I am to recall the fact, of which. Lord Morley is already aware, that, so long 
ago as the 2hth November, Sir E, Grey in his telegram No* 1343 instructed His 
Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburg!! to warn the Russian Minister for Foreign 
Aitairs that His Majesty's Government could hardly remain indifferent in such an 
event. I am to add that Sir A. Nicolson has since reported that Sic conveyed this 
warning to M. Isvolijky, and that his Excellency, in reply, boa .promised to keep 
His Majesty’s Government informed of the progress of his negotiations with Germany 
with regard to this question. 

Sir H Grey regards that portion of your letter whim deals with the proposed 
junction of the Russian and Indian railway systems as by far. the .most important, on 
account of the objections therein set forth to a traus-L’crmn line from a strategic 
point of view. 

Sir E. Grey's Mtive in making the proposal in question was based on the con¬ 
sideration that neglect to n*k the Persian Government for the preferential right to 
construct the line at the time which might suit the convenience of the two Powers 
to do so would involve the risk that the concession might be given to. a third Power 
It is easy Li> conceive of odeumscauces in which this contingency might arise, For 
instance, in the e-vent of Russia drawing closer to Germany as a result of a regrouping 
of the European [ Were, the concession for a tine across Persia might full to^ Germany. 
As tho Bagdad Railway progresses towards Completion such a possibility can not 

be disregarded. , , 

In view* however, of the objections raised in your letter, Sir E. Grey is ready to 
modify tha suggestion, mid to propose that His Majesty's Government shoufii inform 
the Russian GoverniMt that the Government of India arc unwilling to consider the 
question of a through railway, and should ask them not to press the question. 

R will not, however, lie possible to prevent tho Russian. Government, from 
acquiring a concession from Julia vi& Tehran to the frontier of their sphere or beyond 
it, if they wish to do so. In Bb E, Grey s opinion, il would ho safe (or His Majesty s 
{Government to earmark a line from YfeSi, or a point just outside the Russian sphere to 
the frontier of India, so ns to prevent another Power from acquiring it, or an 
endeavour might be made to obtain an undertaking from the Perfdiui Government that 
they would give the line to no other Power. 

‘ Bir E. Grey hopes that Lord Morley will give his further consideration to the 
arguments contained in this letter, and would sugbegt that the interdepartmental 
coufoienoe alluded to in your letter under reply should meet at art early date. 

I am, &c, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[754] If* 91. 

Foreign Office to Indie OJfioe. 

gf rj Foreign Office, January ID, 1910* 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge lbo receipt of your 
letter of the Gth instant relative to the proposed temporary inc rouse of the cornu tar 
guar<l at Bunder Abbas, and to inform you, in reply, that he concurs in tlm view held 
by Viacouut Murley, that the suggestion of the Government of India on the subject 
(should be approved* 

I am to add that Sir E. Grey has caused the f-ords Cmiimissioucrs of His 
Majesty's Treasury to be approached, with a view to obtain their sanction to the charge 
to Imperial funds of half the coot involved in tho proponed step. 

1 nm, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 







[754] 
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No* 93. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 19, 1910* 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Ed wind Grey to Inform you that oa the 
2nd instant Hie Majesty's Mi dieter at Tehran reported that the Government of India 
had instructed the acting British consul-general at Bushin* to enquire his opinion 
respecting the proposal for the temporary increase of the consular guard at Bunder 
Abba*, from a sergeant, and 15 men to a native officer and HO men. This increase 
was suggested to provide against the possible danger ot an attack on His Majesty's 
consulate, the situation of which is exposed, by Afghans, of whom more than 000 were 
in the town engaged in the army traffic. Sir G. B sir clay added that he had concurred in 
the proposed temporary increase,, and that ho would in due course Inform the Persian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the step taken* 

Sir E. Grey on the 5th instant enquired of Sir C, Barclay by telegraph whether* 
iu view o( the disquieting situation produced by tho pressure at Bunder Abbas of so 
many Afghans, he considered that the proposed increase of the guard would suffice to 
repel an attack on His Majesty's consulate, or whether one of Ilia Majesty’s ships, if 
available, should not be held m readiness to land men for its protection. He further 
asked whether there were in the town any Persian troops who coujd be relied on to 
perform this fluty. 

Sir G. Barclay reported on the 8th instant in reply to these inquiries that there 
wore practically no Persian troop* nt Bunder Abbas, and that a ship could not be spared 
to visit that port at short intervals without disarranging the blockade instituted for 
the prevention of the arms traffic. The senior naval officer was, however, in communi¬ 
cation with Jjisk by wireless telegraphy, and could provide a ship within twenty-four 
hours if appealed to, ilia Majesty's consul at Bunder Abbas had been In strutted to 
have recourse to this means of obtaining help at once, should the Afghans assume a 
threatening attitude. 

Sir G. Barclay added that thirty man would not suffice to protect His Majesty's 
consulate from a serious attack, but that the number had been Suggested in order to 
provide an adequate watch at night* and to cause any more impetuous spirits ;unong the 
Afghans, who might desire to incite others to attack, to refrain from doing so. Most 
of the Afghans were curriers and caravan traders, who would hesitate to make an 
attack whereby they might lose their future right to visit Bunder Abbas, through 
which port they do much lawful trade. 

I am to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the India Office on this 
subject,* requesting Sir It. Grey's concurrence in the proposal to approve Major Trevor's 
suggSHtinn, and 1 am to express the hope that the Lords Gommisslcihera of IIis 
Majestyk. Treasury may sec their way to sanction the charge to Imperial funds of half 
tho expense involved in the temporary increase of the guard, 

! am tn add that, owing to the evident urgency of the matter, Sir E. Grey felt it 
hie duty L<j euuKO an expression of concurrence in Viscount MorleyA opinion to bo 
conveyed to tho India Office in anticipation of Treasury sanction to participate in 
the expenditure entailed by the proposal. 

I am, Ac, 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[22283 No. 93* 

Itidla Office to Foreign. Office ,—(Ijfecgirad January 20.) 

i i lK Undci-Societary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under* 
Secretary of State for Foreign Allaire, and, by direction of Viscount Morfey, forwards 
herewith, for the information of tho Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 17th January, relative to the proposed survey in Peram by the Anglo- 
Pereiim Gil Company. 

India Office, January 19* 191Q L 


1 So. £ 12 . 
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Enclosure in No, 93. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India. Offii ca, January 17, 1910. 

OIL Company. Please refer to toy telegram, dated the 31st December, 1909. 
Please Inform me whether Scott lias accepted, and, if ao, on what date ho will leave 
for Persia. 


[2376] No. 

Sir A , Nicolson to Sir Edicard Grey .—(Received January £1.) 

(No. 34*) 

Sir, Si. PeirrafcurgA, January IS, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which I addressed to 
M. Isvolsky on the 14th instant respecting the conditions to be attached to an advance 
to the Persian Government, together with a copy of ids Excellency's reply. 

I have, &c. 

A, NICGLSON, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 91. 

Sir A. to M. Isvokky, 

Mon cher Ministre, Snint-PeHcrsbourg^ le P r (14) janvier* 1910, 

SIB E, GREY me charge de yous prier do vouloir bien autoriser M. Foklewaky do 
se converter avec Sir G, Barclay aur lea condition* h poser airusi que aur le syec^me de 
controls il exorccr quant it la premiere av&nee do 5,903,000 de francs au Gouvemetnent 
person. Sir E, Grey est d'avis qu’il serait pent-fore & d^sirer de poser certninos 
conditions, et (pie cette question pourrait fore confine il la decision ties, deux repri¬ 
se ntante. 

Si vous m’autorisea i cet eJlet jo serais heureux de tfotfgruphier k Londrfca quo le 
Qouvernemeut Imperial est tout dispose h, faire sa partie de l'avance* c'estA-diro, 
2,50 0,0 00 fr.* au&sitOt que les deux reprteentants am tent tombte d'accord aur lea 
condition ei et le contr6le et que le Gouvcmement peraan ait doumS son consented out. 

Veiiillcz, dec, 

A. NICGLSON. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 94- 

M* Ismhky to Sir A * Nkotson. 

Mon cher Ambasssideur, Saint~P4tcrsbourg, le 4 (17) janvier t 1910. 

EN rSpon&e a votrs lettre du 1“ (14) oourant, j'ai I’hoimeur de vous informer qua 
les instructions nfoefmires unt. fod envoy tea par tdMgraphe k not re Ministre it Tiibfoun, 
et que M. Poklowtsky a fod iuvitd do b 1 entendre uvec Sir G, Barclay quant aux 
conditions & poser et au syst&mo do contrflle k exorcer par rapport il Tavance h faire ilu 
Clouvernenrumt porsaiL Jo creie devoir ajouter que M. Poklewsky a egalement re^u 
ford re fie communiqtier ti 1 Appreciation prteLabie du GouvenJjWent Imperial le 
programme qui sera fo&bor4 de concert par ltd et Sir George Barclay. 

Yotre sinebremeut ddvouij, 

ISVOLSKY. 


[2332] No, 95, 

India Office to Foreign Office,—(Received January 21.) 

Sir, Xpdia Office., Januai'y S0, 1910. 

WITH reference to correspondence ending with Sir A. GodleyA letter of die 
25th dime feet ns to the reduction of expenditure on consular establishments iu Persia, 
I am directed to enclose copy of a letter from. Lhe Government of India, from which it 







will "bo seen that they havo agreed to the conversion oJ the Tturbat-i-Hni clari consul ate 
into a native agency, and that proposals to give effect to this decision will be submitted 
In. due course, 

Ab regards the suggestion in paragraph 3 of the Government of India’s letter, 
Viscount Morley agrees (hat it would he a desirable result if the withdrawal of the 
Russian quarantine cordon in North-Eastern Persia could he secured. He would he glad 
if the question could he raised with the Russian Government whenever Sir E. Grey 
considers that the circumstances are favourable to its consideration. 

I am, 

__ It RITCHIE. 

Enclosure 1 in No, 95. 

GovernTwnt «/ i-ntffa to Pimafft MorUy* 

My Lord, Fort \VUliam 7 December 23, 1 909. 

WE have the honour to refer to paragraph 4 of your Lordship's secret despatch 
doted the 15th June, I'd09, in which, while discussing the question of reduction of 
expenditure on British consular establishments in Persia, you invite our opinion on the 
suggestion that the consulate at Turbat-i-Haidnri should be reduced to the status of a 
native agency, 

2. In deference to the opinion expressed in the Foreign Olliee letter whited th& 
20th February, 1909, a copy of which was forwarded with your despatch under 
reference, and in view of die present financial situation, we have decided to waive 
our objection to the proposed reduction of this consulate, and the consul-general at 
Meshed has been directed to submit detailed propojjkta for its conversion to a native 
agency. 

3. The effect of these proposals, together with our observations on the other 
questions dealt with in your despatch, will bo communicated later, in the meanwhile, 
we invite your Lordship's attention to the recommendation made by Major Sykes that 
an endeavour should bo made in return for the abolition of the Turbat i-Haidati 
consulate to secure the withdrawal of the Russian quarantine cordon from North- 
Eastern Persia. We recognise the difficulties that attend this proposal, but it is 
certainly desirable, if practicable, to secure the withdrawal of the cordon, and in view 
of the cordial relations now existing between the two Governments, ait opportunity 
may arise of addressing the Russian Government in the matter, 

We have, (See, 

MINTO. 

O k M. CREAGll, 

J. 0. MILLER, 

W. L, HARVEY. 

S. P. 31NHA. 

__ IL 11, RlSLEY. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 05. 

Major Sykes to G(wernm.nt oj India. 

(Extract,) 

TO turn to (he despatch of the Sec rotary of State, the position apparently is that 
some reduction is imperative, and, if this be sc, it would seem best to reduce lWbat 
to a native agency. 1 would, however, venture to point out that, in my humble 
opinion, R j* worth considering whether, in view of the blow to our prestige winch 
wdl thereby he delivered, and of which my Russian colleague will make the fullest, 
use, it would not be possible u.i try by negotiation to induce Russia to abolish her 
quarantine cordon. Given that Anglo-Russian relations arc friendly this might surely 
bo attempted, and, if successful, our position iu Jvl if miss an would not bo affected to the 
same extent. 

At the same time reductions arc called for, and the cost of Tnrhflt is enormous, 
hut, before abolition, in my opinion, a strenuous effort should be made to secure the 
■vitbi, imv. al uf i he illegal Russian quarantine cordon or some other equivalent. 
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[2339] No. 96. 

India Office to Foreign Office ,—(Hecefoed Ja-iitinry 21.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Yiacount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram f rom the 
Viceroy, dated the 20th January, relative to the proposed survey in Persia by the 
A uglo-Persian Oil Company- 

India Office, January 2G f 1910. 


Enclosure iu No. 96- 
Goamrincrd of India to Visi&titit Worley. 

(Telegraphic,) P. January 20, 1910. 

OIL company's survey in Western Persia. Sec your telegram dated the 17th 
instant. 

Appointment has been accepted by Scott, who, with two native surveyors, is 
starting immediately. Scott has been instructed to procure all equipment, tents, 
in India, it having been ascertained by Hie Majesty's consul at Mohammerah that party 
are required to do this. 


[1896] No, 97. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay , 

(No. 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) R Foreign Office, January 21* 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government and road guards. 

Please refer to your telegrams Noa. 17 and 18 of the 16th and l7th January. 

Ab present it is impossible to promise more than 200,9001,: I cannot yet enter into 
any engagement with respect to a large loan. Nevertheless, I should regret the total 
abandonment of the conditions as to the gendarmerie and railways. 

Might not some general assurance be obtained (see my preceding telegrams) with 
regard to railways 1 And would it not he possible to affirm the principle winch we 
desire to see carried out iu the case of gendarmerie i 

(Confidential.) 

Recently a suggestion was made by M. Isvolsky that His Majesty's Government 
should at once advance 200,9001,, reptosonting their lull share of the joint advance. 
Although at the time this course appeared to me open to various objections I should 
now be ready to agree to it, in consideration of the great importance to our trade of tb^ 
protection of the southern roads, provided that the first stops towards the organisation 
of road guards were at once taken—the expense to be met by the proceeds of a surtax. 
Buck a surtax should be levied at all the Gulf ports, provided the consent of the Rourd 
of Trade can be obtained. I will endeavour to convince them of the uccCHinty of auch a 
measure, 

l run in communication with Sir A. Nicolson with regard to the advisability of Iiis 
Majesty's Government advancing their full quota. 


[1896] No. 98. 

£ir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 

(No + 33.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, January 21, ID 10, 

AH VANCE tii Persian Government and road gum-da. 

Please refer to Tehran telegram No. 18 of the 17 th January, 

Provider! the Persian Government will give their consent to the establishment of a 
system of road guards and to the proposed surtax, and provided the necessity for the 
establishment of an efficient gendarmerie its recognised in principle, 1 propose to 
[1791] Q 
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advance the 300,0001, which represents His Majesty's Govern meat's full quota, at once,, 
in accordance with M. Isvolsky's suggestion. 

The surtax should be imposed at all the Gulf ports if wo can induce the Board of Trade 
to consent, as we are trying to do. 

You should acquaint M. [svolsky with the above. As regards the question of a 
large loan we are considering the Ru&sian memorandum, but it will be impossible to 
give an immediate answer. 


[2329] Ho, 90. 

Foreign Office to Angh-Pcr$iari Oil Company. 

Sir,. Foreign Office, January 21, 1910* 

WITH reference to my letter of the 17th instant relative to the proposed survey of 
part of South-Western Persia* 1 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform 
you that on that day a telegram was addressed to the Government of India, in 
accordance with the. wish expressed by your company* enquiring whether Mr, Scott had 
accepted the qfier made to him, rmd, if so, when isu would leave for Persia. 

The Government of India have now. replied that Mr. Scott has accepted the 
appointment, and that lie is starting at once with two native surveyors 

Hie Majesty's consul at Moll aim nurah having ascertained that the party are 
required to obtain all equipment, tents, &e,, from India, Mr, Scott has received instruc¬ 
tions to act accordingly. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[24163 Ho, lot). 

Mr. Carnegie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 22,) 

(No. m 

Sir,. Prtrwfj January 20, 1910, 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 24G of the 3rd Juno last and to previous 
correspondence, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a cbmmunica- 
lion from the Zil-es-Sultan, complaining of the action, of the Persian Government in 
sanding orders to the governor of Ispahan to seize three of his villages. 

I shall be glad to learn what answer to return to ills Royal Highness s request 
that His Majesty's Minister hl Tehran should bo instructed to concert with his Russian 
colleague with a view to an arrangement being come to in the matter, 

1 have, die. 

L. D, CARNEGIE. 


Enclosure in No. 100. 

Zil-e$-$ulluu to Sir F. Bertie* 

117, Promenade des Anglais, Nice, 

Your Excellency, January IS, 1910, 

! AM quite sure that your Excellency knows very well all about my returning to 
Perdu, a ml I regret very much that I did not listen to Lhe advice of the two embassies 
in Vienna, and returned to Persia, and I hud well Lhe results .... Once arrived at 
Hcsht I was seized by (lie revolutionaries, and was obliged to pay 20,(Kl0h and a 
written paper for 40,0091, and of course I was obliged, as my life was in danger. 
Now 1 am receiving u telegram from Ispahan telling mo tlrnt from Tehran orders have 
been sent to the governor of Ispahan to Luke possession of three uf my villages, worth 
about I0U,9(XH ; and from the other Side my family must live upon these lauds. 
Your legation lias shown me during years and yours their best friendship, and in 
such a time l[ ask your Excellency to be good enough to do something fur me, and oak 
your Government to give orders, if possible, to your Minister in Tehran to arrange 
this matter with the Russian Minister \ and in lhe name of humanity I ask of vou 
justice, as I have also written to the Russian Ambassador in Paris. 1 am in Europe 


quite powerless, and I ask your help, and hope that yem will not refuse to. mo anything 
vtm can for me. I want only justice, and nothing more; and hoping that your 
Excellency will do his best in the matter, I ask you to believe mo your most sincere 

fri * nd ’ ZELLE SULTAN. 


[2722] No. 101. 

M. j teiohky to Count Benckendorffi—(Communicated to Jjgwpn Office January 22, 1910.) 

(Confidentiel.) ...... , .. - A . 

lV.ORDI.tE do son Gonvernoment, FAmhassodeur d A lie m agn e m a mforme que, 
d'apres de$ ronscigjjumciits parvenus a la Legation d'AHemagne a Teheran;, la I ns-^ie 
ft I'Aiigloterrc eeratent convenues do permettre l ad mission mi service qua Lite 

do <:oj iseidors, en outre do lours proireE sujete, des FrangiiiB, Le Comte do I oimnies a 
charge do declarer u cctta occasion quo le Gouvernemeni alkmatid etait jpret » 
reoonnaitre la situation privilegice de ha Russie et de I'Angleterre en .1 evse, maia qui 
insistait en memo temps pour quo les sujete dhme tierce Puissance n y jovussent pas de 
privileges parfieuliors par rapport aux snjets allematids. _ . , , 

J'fi niptmdu quo jc no manqueraiw pas de me renseigner sur la position exacte ae 
la question et quo je rendrais r^ponse ensuite £ rAnibassadcnr, , 

Mois, avant de poursuivro mes explications avee lui* j& trmtvc jndispcnsa do 
dk’tablir nno corutnunaute de vuca i\ ee sujet avec le Cabinet dc fjondres, Ait pros duqvtel 
uno demarche analogue aura prohddement 6te faite. Youill.cz, done, vmus informer 
de l'avis lie Sir Edward Grey au sujet de la teponso a donner. Hapros nous, y 
aura it lieu do declarer co qui suit:— 

!t L& demarche en question doit avoir 6te motivoo par l intention du^Gouvcrnentont 
persan d'&iljoiudre a M. Bizot des culkborateto-a fraugids. Cot to question a uto \ osee 
dejfi an j savior 1909, quirnd le Gouvcruement_du Schali, on dehors de la Russia cl do 
I.\ ngleteiTO, s'ost mlresae directemont au Gouvornemcut franyais win d an obtomr 
Tantorisatiou d'engagor des h'rangais comme ad joints du ^ usd it coneoillcr hnsncier. 
Consulteos i co sujet par lo Gouveruoment do la Itepnhliquo* la Russia ot 1 -'VugliMene, 
trouva iU tout nattirel quo k fonctionuairo cn queslion voulut] 1 IKidro sos col 1 id>orateura 
parrni ses compatrioteB, d6chitotent no pas avoir d'objections a ce qua iut aonno 
suite an d^sir du Gouvernement persan. _ „ , n 

IH C'esl cvideiiLun.'iiL do ceUe mesuro, diiciddo anteriouremeub qn il ^agit actuolk 1 - 
NkTih La quesliou de I'admission an service porsiiii d'autroE etraugers quelconques 
n + a pas (Jtd posco jnsqifici, do memo qu’il n'a jamaiH eie question outre In Russie ot 
I'Aiiglctorre de lktceord cite dans la communication du Comte de Pourtales, ei d iqucs 
lequel souls les Frangaife sc m lent admis com mo conseillors. 

L| Pro dim t note nvee satisfaction de la confirmation par le Cfouvoraemout aiiemand 
de lu situation politique privilcgicc do la llussie et dc I'Apglotorre en Perse, uom 
po Livens diiclar or cm rdprmso quo, an can oil so pose mi t. ia question do En no in ti m i ion de 
conseillors Strangers autres quo rusees ou anghug, nous ne comptons otobbr en^ favour 
dkiLCime tierce Iteissminc lo privilege do nouitnor sch fiujtils mix posies on question. 

“ Cepondnnt, cufi.BtdiVant, dbine part, quo hi qnontton de la nominatuin do c.qs 
OpneiiHers doit etro roconuuo coniine 6taiit d'ordre poliliquo., puisqueljc n trait a 
1’organisAtion administrative du payout que, d'antro part, h Rufifiie et_ J A ] iglet.«rre 
se trouviHit lira les souls cr6anctore do co ]>ayB (ot pour ime eommq considerable) i, C0a 
deux Puissances ;out assuremont fondecs dVxigor quo In nomination des coitsridlors 
par le Gouvornonient person lie se fasso quApriis une entente pr&ilablo rtvec files. 


[2472] No. 102, 

Sir O. Barchuj tv Sir Edward Grey.—(fiecetmi Jftnuary .32,) 

^Tolegrapldo.) P* Tehran, r f amt ary £2, 1910. 

I 1H GIN G of eoutl i er n rnads. 

Please refer to your telegram Me. 15 of the 21st January and to my telegi.tm 

No. 1R of the 17tb January . . . 

Until more orderly conditions prevail in the province rf i bars n> would, l still think, 
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be useless to attempt to carry out our scheme of roud guards for the policing of the 
Is|sabati-Bu^lsire road. 

Pending tho result, at St Petersbargh of the Russian Minister's recommendation 
with regard to the larger advance (aae my telegram No. 23 of the 18tli January),! defer 
answering your enquiry. 


[2530] No, 103. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Gr&y, — (Rtxeivod January 22) 

(No. SO.) 

(Telegraphic*) P. Tehran f January '*2, 19X0, 

PASTERN AZERBAIJAN. 

In continuation of my telegram No* 13 of the 13th January, I have the honour to 
report that Russian detachment® which were sent to reconnoitre round Ahnr have left. 
Their visit, seems to have been unattended hv any disturbance. _ Instructions have been 
sent to the Caucasus authorities to refrain m future from moving, without consent of 
the agents of the Foreign Office, even small bodies of Russian troops. 

Pur the? successes have been gamed by Government troops and M. Poklewaki 
informs me confidentially that Rahim Khan bus appealed for protection to both Russian 
and Turkish consula-general, bo lie is evidently hard pressed. Protection Is said to have 
been, refused, but there is evidence that Turkish consul-general is intriguing with him, 
and representations have been made here on the plea of humanity by Turkish 
Ambassador on rebel chiefs behalf* 

Ml ulster for Foreign Atteirs has asked M. Poklewaki to refuse to allow Rahi m Khan 
to take bust at bis uonsulate-genoral in Tabreei&, and be him replied tliat, unless another 
Power extends its protection to Rahim Khan, Russia will not depart from her attitude 
of neutrality, but in the event of the above contingency Russia will take such steps as 
she may deem advisable. 


[2531] No, 104, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Gnyed January 23.) 

im 27.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Tehran, January 23, 1910. 

! HAVE received the following telegram from His Majesty's acting consul-general 
at TnbrceK ;— 

“Enver Bey, the ilowly-appointed consul-general of tho Porte at fabreez, is 
intriguing with the Kara dug]] khuna. Ho is employing us intermpkliary a certain demil 
Bey. who b at pretteut with Rahim Khan, and is said to lie a member of the Committee 
of Union and Progress. Enver Bey denies any responsibility for Jemil, who, he declares, 
is a had character, but il \» evident that the two are co-oporal lug. 

'-Quo of the above-mentioned khnus applied for amnesty to Govevnor-Goitetal a few 
weeks ago through Enver Bey, Ho was given written guarantees signed by Governor- 
General and by Turkish consul-general, notwithstanding which lie baa continued in 
arms. Turkish consul-general received a few days ago a petition from Rahim Khan 
and it number of Knmdagli khans asking lor Turkish protection and pledging thoin- 
Hi'IvcH ti' make peace with ibe (lovermncnt if it were granted them. A telegram lor 
transmission to the Sultan was also adjoined, Enver Bfly approach ad Governor-General, 
but. Ibis time latter refused bis mediation* Russian consul-goimral thereupon asked the 
Govetimr-fiom ial ami his Turkish colleague for explanations, Tho former apparently 
expressed rtjgret for his blunder; tho latter gave assurances not to extend Ottoman 
protection, without instructions from his Government, Lo the Kuradagh khans. 

11 My Russian colleague 1ms racciv&l aletter from Rahim Khan, in whim he demands 
Russian protection, and threatens, if it is refused him, to accept the Turkish protection 
proffered, The commotion between Jemil Bey and Turkish consul-general is evidenced 
by curtain passages in the letter which 1 have seen. 

“Kuoli interimonce on the part of tho Turks m harmful to Persia as well as to 
Itesam, lor Russia nmy ha thereby driven to abandon her attitude of neutrality in the 
Karadagb t!i km iot, 

" It is highly dadiabk- that Turkish consul-general should bo severely and promptly 
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renriumnded, otherwise be will follow in the footsteps of Mahomet Ah Bey, and 
ooirmlicationB similar to those of June last may ba caused by his intrigues. A warning 
ft t the beginning of hit career m Tabreez would deter hi m from pursuing such & policy* 

A1 Poklewaki and I are urging the Turkish Ambassador to instruct Emir Bey to 
desist from interfering in the attaira of Azerbaijan and to cease relations with Karadagh 

khans. 


[2613] No - 105> 

Sir G. ti'irdaij to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 23.) 

jT°i4bllnt) P. Tehran, January 93,1910- 

1 BUSHIRE-SHIRAZ road. 

Ill oontiiiuiition of my telegrams Nos. 19 and 20 of tlie I< tli January. 

The refusal of Governor of Fare to declare on which route responsibility wilt be 
accented bv Persian Govemsnient, nhd the consequent probability that losses will be 
repudiated by the Government, have practically brought traffic to a standstill between 

Bus hire and jShiij&Zii . , _ , « j .. 

Tliis state of things cannot, I am warning Persian Government, be allowed to 

continue, and I am insisting that they should announce for which road they will 
form ally accept responsibility. 


[2515] No ‘ m 

Sir A. Nimlson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiped January 23.) 

Sxele^rajiliic,) P. Peteriiburgh, January 23, 1910. 

AFFAIRS of Persia * 

Count Reuckeudorff bos been instructed to show you a communicate matte to 
M. Ievolsky by the German Ambassador here on the subject of the engagement by the 
Persian Government of adviuera other than British or Russian, f ount Beockendorii ia 
also to you the dwft of a reply which M. Isvolaky proposes to make to tins 
com uni iii nation, I told M, Iavolaky tbut I did not know whether the Gorman Govern¬ 
ment had made a similar communication to you. The German com mm oration rewigniwen 
that Russia and England hold a special position in Persia, and this uvuw* to have 
pleased M, level sky. 


[2529] Na 10L 

Sir A. Nkdson to Sir Edward Grey,—{Received January 23.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. |§ Petersburg^ January 23, 1010, 

YOUR telegram No, 33 of the Slat January,. 

Proposed advance to Persia. At an interview which I had yesterday with 
il Isvolaky I told his Excellency that you proposed to follow his suggestion and make 
an immediate advance of tho full quote to be contributed by His Majesty's Government* 
U r idvolsk v saiil that, in throwing out tho suggestion, he had been an limited by the 
henic that the fact that the contributions to be mode by tho two countries dillercd m 
amount might bo kept secret* Moreover, the question bad undergone t$m change 
since he iiiiulo his suggestion. M. Iavolaky is quite right in ins recoUifJiou of what 
look place, and 1 hud informed him (in accordance! with the terms of your telegram 
Nu 3) that it would ho most difficult to prevent the fact that the contributions varied 
h, jiimtunt leaking out. On my urging M. Rvolsky to join with us and advance the lull 
amount of 4.00,001>U his Excellency said that his Government might, Iw ante bn do 
this if the Pvruiati Government could be indeed to request tbs two Governments to 
Huuply n large loan later on* To tins I replied that his memorandum on the proposed 
Ur-'.-*Wi. w»* »*•!».- coiwideivil by His Mijasty’s Ucwnitiwnt. but that tome vw 
require,! f ul its amfiiili-muon. Jledid not ex[ioct His MajcMy’s Govammont, lui nid, 
tu m inijo all ilia daljiiU ut ouoo, but. if a request for a loan were marie by the leraian 
[l70*j 11 
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Government, this, he thought* might enable his Government to advance the full amount 
as a prlli.min&ry instalment of the eventual loan. Such advance, however* could only 
be made on conditions. He would have some observations to make on one or two of tha 
six conditions already proposed. 

1 then went back feo the question of Great, Britain advancing her full quota without 
farther delay. I pointed out that our trade in the south was practically blocked, and 
that we were therefore anxious to furnish the Persian Government with as large a sura 
ng possible in order to give them a chance of clearing the southern roads, M. Isvolflky 
on his side* urged that the two Governments should do their utmost to induce the 
Persian Government to make a formal request for a loan. He gave me to understand 
that if this request, were made, then Russia would lie able in all probability to eom& 
forward with tier lull quota of the preliminary advance. 

The situation m&y be summarised as follows ;— 

I. The suggestion put forward originally by ML Isvolnky—that we should put 
down Our share of the advance in full at once—is now abandoned. It looks* moreover, 
as if such action on our part would not be viewed favourably by M. Isvolsky. 

2„ If the Persian Government send in a formal request for a loan* then the Russian 
Government would be prepared to pay their full shore of the advance, but only under 
conditions which might not prove acceptable to the Persian Government. 

If, with a view to opening the trade routes in the south, you would wish to insist on 
our making our full sliiim of the advance now* I would tell M. Isvolsky that Ilis 
Majesty's Government considered it imperative to take this course, 

M, Poklewski f s reconmicndatioiis that a larger advance should he made have now 
reached M. Isvolsky, hut it eh evident that, save in the eirQmnsfciiiiccA indicated above, 
the Russian Government will not go so far. 


[2758] No. m 

Afinmandurn cantmutttcdfcd Count Benckendorf January £4* 19LG- 

EN presence do l 1 impossibility d'obtenir du Gonvernement persan Job condiLinns 
desirables au ens d'une avanca de 5*000,000 de francs, nous serious, ii la rigueur, 
disposes a consentir a une avarice do 10,000,000 de francs* a la condition que la Perse 
demands formetlenient des mainteimut notre contioui's pour la conclusion d’tiu emprunt 
plus considerable, ainsi qu'il £tait expusd du k^on circonstancice dans Taide-meinoire 
du £3 dccembro (5 janvier) remls A Sir Arthur Nicobon et auquel 1@ Qouvsrnemeat 
bribitinique nb pas encore fait porveudr de reponae duterininue. 

La nccesH-itu d'tm emprunt con si durable est recounts par ks Minktroa des deux 
Puissance^ a Tdhdran, ainsi qu’il results des rapports de M. Pokkw&kL 

Quant aux Persons* en presence do leur pres&ant besom d f arg|nt, ils acceptornnt 
probable me nt cette combinuison, si olio est ileclarce positivement comma une condition 
indispensable pour line avnuce do fonds. 

Tour ce qni eat du programme clabore conjointement par les -Mini a ties den deux 
Puissances concermmt les conditions de cotte avance, lo Gouvernement Imperial croit 
devoir faire les observations suivantes :■— 

X. by Gouvemerjrant Imperial croit pouvoir ronoacora ineistersur I’inclusioii dans 
Ea Commission do Controls des di recto urs des deux banquea —fubbo et anglaise. 

Lb Lb Gouvernement Imperial no pout considerer comme satisfuisaute la redaction 
projeteo du point 3, concern ant lea instructeurs etra rigors pour I'nonce persane, et croit 
indispensable ii* insister sur lo point de vuc expose preoedomment, d’apres lequet lee 
functions d'instructeurs Kcraient ruservees exclusivemetst mu sujets des deux 
Puissances ; desnujets d'autrus Puissances pourniiong ii la riguour, otre admisen quality 
d'otliciera subalternes avee Tagrdment des deux Puissances, mais la haute direction des 
forces persanes devrnit demon rur mix mains des Instruct ears russes et anglais. 

3, If ant orienti on absoltie uux sujets per&pns de construiie des votes ferries uvec 
fauns prop^s capitaux pl^flente des dangers, car iJ eemit difficile do prewnir la 
forination tictivo do compagnics peraancs qui op^remient avec des capfamx Hrangors* 
au detriment des i nt erots russes et anglais. Alin de purer A pEiroille sit nut ton, il y 
unrait lieu de suhordpnner autai.it que possible la construct ion de urate voic fence en 
Terse ii uu accord pro ah bio avec les deux Puissances. 
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4. Le Gouvernement Imperial trouve desirable que le tonne de Tamorti&sement de 
l 5 avanes Obit redout A cinq ana, et quo toutes kg p&titcs dettea A courte 6ch<fance du 
Gouvernement person a la Banque rasse soient coneolld^es et dument pourvues de 
garanticB, 

Atnbassade hnpdriaU de Riixsie t Londrts, 
le 34 Janvier , 1910. 


[2754] 


No, 109. 


Tehran^ January £4, 1910, 


jS'j-.r O, Barclay to Sir fJdtoard Grey.—{Repaved January £4.) 

{No. yo.) 

(Telegraph ie.) P. 

ADVANCE to Per&ijin Government _ . 

1 kwo just received a private visit from the Miniator tor Foreign Adairs, who 
begged me most earnestly to expedite the ail vance, and [ircKcnt the E 'ersiuu Goyernuient 
with terms which tlte. Medjlisa could be induced to approve, Re reiterated with groat 
smpbaeia the warning which be hos repeatedly given me that the failure of the advance 
would mean the resignation of'the present Cabinet and a resultant, state oi anarchy. ^ 

It ts impossible to deny that there is some warrant for tho Minister for Foreign 
Artaud feura. The pi'cstigc of the victorious revolutionary leaders, ftipahdar and 
Sardar Assad* largely upholds such authority as the Government maintains, and I 
cannot but ecu tern phte with misgiving the jicBaibility of their resignation. 

It is mo^t desirable that a reply should be given to the application of Persian 
Government for the advance without further delay, and that Russia should not insist 
on the engagement of Russian instmyfors, at least as a. condition precedent of the 
advance, for it will be impossible, I fear, to induce the Mertjli&B to accept this clause. 


[2898] No. 110. 

Sir (l Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January £5.) 

(No. 30.) 

(Tdogr&pluc.) P, Tehran, January £5, 1910, 

I HAVE the honour to suggest that His Majesty's consul nt Ah war. may bo 
entrusted with the sEmrt^fi to which the khans are entitled in the Edrst Exploitation 
Company and in the Bakhtiari Oil Company, so that he may hand them over to khans 
without delay. 

(Confidential.) 

It would strengthen the hands of His Majesty’s coutiul il ho could produce these 
shares in the negotiations which he hopes to begin shortly with the khans for payment 
of the Godar Bridge account* . , , . 

Wo might inform oil company that it would be desirable for His Mfyestys consul 
to deliver these shares to khans, since they have raised the question at the eonaulalu, 

(Repeated to Ahwaz.) 


[2900] No. 111. 

Sir G. Barday to Sir Edward Qrey—{Rcccked January 25.) 

(No. 3L*) 

P9legmph|.) P. Tehran, January 25* 1010. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Please refer to ybur telegram Xo. 15 of the 21st instant, to final paragraph of 
my telegram No. 25 of the 22nd instant, and tn Sir A, Nicolsonb tolegam Nf>, 23 of nhe 
23rd instant. 

R is to bo regretted* I agrooi that we should wniye conditions legiuding 
gBudannork acn! railways, but in the case of an advance Imuted to 200*0001, I think 
the .Midjliss would be moat unlikely to accept the tranffimtbu lit it if Ibetdad with more 
tluui the drat lavo—and* of ctun^e, mutatia mntitndU, the lost—of our Six coiulniusuH, the 
above'mentioned sum being tesa than half of what waansked. 






(5-4 


If our six conditions are made more onerous, I believe also tlan.t there will be little 
hope of 1 he Modifies accepting even 400,0001. Although Persian Government 
foreahadofffefl an ap]^ffiion for a larger lean when they approached ue for an advance, 
distrust of Russia is so great, that I think chances of Medjliss ratifying the present 
transaction would bo jeopardised by a demand on our part for a formal undertaking 
from Persian wveroment to apply to us for tho larger loan later. 

I gee nn reason to doubt that Persian. Government will apply spontaneously to 
the two Powers for the loan in due course if things go satisfactorily. A he money will 
be needed long before m2—the dote of the expiration hi the embargo on loans from a 
third Power. 


[2901] No. n2 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.- -{Received January 25.) 

(Wo. S2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 2b, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

M, Foklewski has informed me that duration of aggnmout is calculated in Persian 
yenrs, nil that railway embargo expires in April of this year, not in November as 
stated in memorandum llanded bo M; Is volsky in October 19OS. 

I tofegnipfi this information which you should have in connection with my telegram 
No. 31, which was drafted, however* with knowledge of this divergence. 


[1781] No. 113. 

Foreign Office to India Offict. 

Foreign Office, January 25,1910, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward; Grey to transmit to yon herewith copy of 
a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran * relative to the judicial murder of 
two Ismail is at Nishapur, mid the ill-treatment to which members of t|at e|ot in the 
sauK' region are at present exposed at the instigation oi the orthodox Matjornmedan 
clergy, 

i uin to inform you that Sir K Gray ia disposed, If Viscount Morley epneura, to 
approve the steps which Sir G, Barclay has already taken to bring these o&nirrencea to 
the notice of the Persian Government, to point out to them the deplorable effect which 
would be produced if the facta became known in this country, and to press for the 
punishment of the guilty parties. 

Sir K Gray would at the same time instruct Sir G, Barclay to inform tbs Persian 
Government that 115s Majesty's Government attach great importance to die ptiuishmant, 
of the authors of these outrages, 

I am, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[1782] No. 114, 

Office to India Office, 

Si Ip Eomya Office, January 25, 1910, 

WITH reference to my letter of the E4fch ultimo relative to a scheme submitted by 
a financial group connected with the Indo-European Telegraph Company for the 
iinpr.ivi'iin-nl. of coiunsuideattous between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, l um directed by 
SecieUiy Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from Hie 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran,! olleriug certain observations oil the subject. 

ViscoUlit Morley will observe that, while Sir f.!, Barclay eoiisidms that the scheme 
merits in principle the support of Hi* Majesty's Government, there are, in hit* opinion, 
objections to proceeding to its- immcdioto'e^Qution, gv£ei to the extant, of sending an 
engineer to make a survey of the ground, us proposed in Mr. Stratford Andrews 1 loti or 
of the 9til November lust. 


* No. GG. 


f No. G7. 
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I am accordingly to propose, for Lord Morley'a consideration, that the last paragraph 
of Sir G, Barclay's despatch, beginning with the words 1( I notice that . , ■ * ; a* 

as the words * f .position to supply should be commumcared to 

MH Stratford Andrews, with the suggestion that the dispatch of an engineer should 

be postponed for the present. . 

In view of the present position of the question of railway construction in ! etaia, 
Sir E Gray is disposed to omit, in the communication to he addressed to Mr. Andrews, 
all reference to the attitude of Hia Majesty's Government towards the scheme m 

P ri “ iplei I am, to. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[2998] No, 115. 

Angio-Persian Oil Company to Mr. Mallets—(Received January 29.) 

(Confidential.) Wirwhe$ter House, Old Broad Strict, London, 

gj r January 2b, 1910, 

’ AT the suggestion of Sir Hugh Barnes, I beg to enclose some extracts from and 
copies of letters which ! have received recently,_reporting upon a disturbance which 
occurred at the end of November between two sections oi the Bakhtiari guards employed, 
upon this company's oil-field at Maidbiud-Naphtun, 

As tho incident ia now' closed, I am merely sending you the above for your 
information, as Sir Hugh thought you might pcssibly like to know w l jilt occurred. 

With regard to the comments made by Mr. Lloyd in hia letter of the IMh December 
on tho action of Lieutenant Hanking, l would like to remark^ that, since the trouble 
was settled without the presence of the British consul, it is evident that on tins 
occasion tho latter was quits justified in the course ho followed m this particular case. 
But, for future guidance, in view of the pnssibilky of similar outbreaks in the fotura 
and possibly of a more serious nature, it would he satisfactory if some rule could be laid 
down ns to the measure of assistance which may be looked for by our British employes 
on tho fields in the event any further similar disturbances occurring. 

I have, ke. 

G GREEN WAY, 

Managing Director, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 115. 

jlfesm. Lloyd, Scptt and Go. to Artgl^Perdari Oil Company* 

(Extract.) Mohammcrah, December 4* 1909. 

Jhihhtiari regret having to qjjpg^ a somewtmt serious disturbance 

which took place at Maidan-LNaphtuu on tho 2Qth ultimo. 

Kerim, formerly mm of the guard, who was dismissed by the Uinrus some httlo 
time ago, returned to the camp on the data just mentioned accompanied by Koine thirty 
men, in order, so it is alleged, to recover a debt from the present head ol tho guard, by 

name Parvis Khali. * 

The result was a fight between the two parties, during which one ol our guards 

(under Puma Khan) was dangerously wounded- , 

Dr. Yeung is of the opinion that the man will probably not recover, m which oftse it 

La not unlikely that further trail bio will ensue. _ * , 

The matter was promptly referred to Lieutenant Ranking,, Hls Britannic Majesty s 
consul in Ahw»£, who immediately telegraphed what had occurred to tha fcrtmsaiu-ea- 
Snltaneh in Ispahan, and we trust that this will prevent & recurrence oi ireubfo. 

Messrs, Lloyd and Reynolds were due to ranch the uLL(folds yesterday, and will 
investignto the matter on their arrival there* 

Since writing the above wu have received a letter Irani Mr. \\ dhms to I ho etfocL 
that the contending parties have arrived at some agreement, and that no further 
trouble is likely to occur, pending the decision of the khans in the matter. 

The wounded man is still iel a dangerous condition. 


S 


[ 1704 ] 







66 


Enclosure 2 in No. 115. 

MetsrB. Lloyd, Scott t and Co. to Anglo-Fersian Oil Company, 

(Extract) December 11, 1909. 

Bakhtiari Guard ,—From the enclosed copy of Mr. Lloyd's letter, dated the 
4th December, to Lieutenant Ranking you will see that the trouble mentioned in our 
last week's note “ H " has now assumed a serious character. In this connection we 
telegraphed you last Thursday, informing you that there was a possibility of fighting 
between the two sections of the guard, and that Mr. Lloyd had therefore written 
Lieutenant Ranking asking him to come up to the oil-fields with his escort us soon as 
possible. Mr. Reynolds ta, ns you know, also- at Muickn-L-Naphtun, 

Mr. Lloyd thinks that his letter to Lieutenant Ranking above referred to is 
sufficient to put you in full possession of the facts of the case, but he will, upon his 
return to Mohammerub, write you further on the subject. 

As the mail closes we have received through, tho medium of Hie Britannic. Majesty's 
consuls at Ah wax and Mohammemh a wire from Mr. Lloyd (still at the oil-fields) to the 
effect that fresh Bakhtiari guards have been settled, and wo have to day telegraphed 
you this information at Mr. Lloyd's request. 



Under tho terms of the supplementary agreement with tho Bakhtiari chiefs which 
was put through by Mr. Roynokfs at the beginning of this year one responsible man 
was appointed head of the guards at Miudanri-N&phtun, and the guards under him 
were drawn halffrom the followers of the Ilbeggi and half from those of the OkhftnL 
The head of tho guards at Marmatain being one of tho llboggib section, Par viz Khan, 
belonging bo the Ilkhani suction, was appointed bead of the guards at. Miudand-Unplitmi, 
Karim Khan, the man who has been making all the trouble, was one of the IlljeJWa half 
of the guards, and lie immediately commenced to make trouble, by demanding the right 
to hiinsjEflE' appoint the llbcggi's men and, in fact, to bo put on the same looting as Parviz 
Khan. _ 

This trouble was got over by Dr. Young ordering him to accompany him 
(Dr, Young) on a visit lie was paying to the Bakhtiari elnflfe at Mnlamir. On arrival 
Dr Young got, Karim Khan's appointment cancelled, and the latter was ordered by the 
cliitifti not to go bick to Maidau-i-Naphtuii. 

In spite of this* order, Karim, a few months later, again attempted to return i>o the 
guard at Maiduii-i-Naphtun, and again at our request the Bakhtiari chiefs ordered him 
to leave immediately. 

Karim, however, relying on the absence of the chiefs and their consequent luck of 
authority, kept in the district, and was concerned in practically every trouble at the 
camp, including the disturbance resulting from Mr. Wilkins accidentally shooting a 
native in the leg. His latest- move was to produce a forged order from one of tho klums 
ordering his reinstatement, and when tendering this ho demanded to bo placed on a 
level with Purvi/. Khan, and to share in whatever profits (“ dustoorie*" Sec.) Parvis 
Khan had made. 

Our Mr, Wtilftns's refusal to take Karim buck. The attack on the burj, led by Karim 
Khan, ensued, about which we wrote you on the 4th instant, 

Tho man who was wounded in this disturbance died on the 1st December, and tho 
Ilbeggi s section of the guard went out ill a fmdy Lo bury him. The death of this man, 
which was at tribute ii ton shot by Parviz Khan, turned the disturbance into a blood- 
feud againjit Par viz Khan, and ns it did not seem s&P to Mr. WilLtug to allow the 
llheggi's guards to return he acceded to Par viz Khan's request to have them kept out. 
Mail they returned, bloodshed would undoubtedly have ensued and consequent danger 
to tho Europeans at- the camp. 

This was the position when Mr. Reynolds and 1 arrived at the camp, 
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Par viz Khan alternately vowed allegiance to death and asked to lie relieved of 
responsibility and allowed to go + The latter we naturally refused to allow. 

Karim demanded the dismissal of Parvis one-half of the latter's profits (?), and 
the reinstatement of the dismissed guards, and, failing compliance, predicted an attack 

on the bur). , 

Desultory firing had been going on from the surrounding heights at the burj even 
before the wounded man's death,. Quo bullet lodged close io Di\ Youngs another hit 
the head-quarters, hi view of the fact that there seemed a distinct possibility of a fight 
between the two suctions of the guards, [ addressed to Lieutenant Ranking the letter 
a copy of which has been already sent- yon. Meanwhile we endeavoured to do what 
was possible to smooth over the trouble until the arrival of the khans at Mai amir, when 
their authority and presence would be sufficient to absolutely prevent any possibility of 

a disturbance. t i 

Acting on a suggestion from Parviz Khun, we proposed the holding ol a medjhss 
(or pimehayet) to the contending parries, and after some delay this was held on the 
8th December. Fortunately, while the medjltss, consisting of si* elders on each side, 
was being hold, two orders were received by Par viz from the khans : one addressed to 
himself confirming his actions and directing him to remain, ^aud the other to Karim 
Khan severely censuring him and promising condign punish merit These letters 
facilitated a decision, and it was finally arranged in consideration of our allowing the 
Hbfcggi's guards to return, that there was to be no attack of any sort on Par viz Khan, 
and that^Karim should immediately leave the district The elders all signed an 
undertaking giving their personal guarantee that the above terms would be carried out, 
and with Farm Tran’s consent the dismissed guards were thereupon allowed to 
the burj, 

I do not anticipate any further trouble, particularly as Mr, Reynolds will shortly 
be returning to the camp, and his presence there will have a quietening effect. 

I enclose copy of Lieutenant Rankings reply to my letter, from which you 

will see that he did not act on my suggestion that ho should coum up to tho camp 

with his escort, It seems to me that a British consul should always proceed 

without delay lo any place where the lives of British citizens may he in danger, and I 

consider that Lieutenant Ranking ought to have como up to the camp at once, Not 
wishing to cause any friction with His Britannic Majesty's consul, [ have sniff nothing 
to him on this point, but I will at my first interview with Major Cox on Ida return 
mention the matter to him in confidence, ko that lie can, should he so wish, write to 
His? Britan nip Majesty's consul at A hwsis himself. The whole question of the guards 
will have to be taken up With the Bakhtiari chiefs when they arrive at Malnmir, and 
Mr. Reynolds will visit them there. What ia the best arrangement to press lor is a 
very difficult matter tn decide. Mr. Reynolds and I have olsutijSBed the matter at 
consid^ble length, and have also obtained the views of Dr. Young, but we will talk it 
all over again before Mr. Reynolds visit. Mr. .Ahmad Khun has not, in my opinion, 
bean much of a succeed so far, but his failure has probably been due to the absence of a 
really authoritative person such as Mr. Reynolds at the camp, l think ho will do very 
much hotter work under Mr. Reynolds, and in fact l noticed an improvement in the few 
days Mr, Reynolds and 1 were at the, camp. The friction Parvis? Khan and Ahmad Khan 
can probably not be entirely removed, but as it is pretty certain that after Mr* Reynolds 
interview with the khans, a new set of guards with a new chief will be appointed, 
Ahmad will then be able to start with a more or lose clean elate. 


Enclosure 4 in No, 116, 

Lh'nfffijiuttt Ranking to Mr, Lloyd. 

My dear Lloyd, Ahwaz, December 0, 1909. 

REFERENCE your letter dated the 4th December, LUOS, dealing with tho 
subject of the troubles between tho Bakhtiari guards received this morning. 

As you very correctly state., any permanent settlement of the question cannot be 
effected "till the arrival of tho khans' representatives. 

I el the meanwhile I have taken the following steps:— 

(I,) 1 have sent off kaeaidsj one to Mahmud Khan, of Dal an, who is responsible for 
the supply of some of the guards at Maifian-Mimd'tum, and who is one of tho dependent 
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of the s&rdar Muhtasham, Xlbeggi; and another kassifi to Khvuk Karam Khan, of 
Katad-Tul, who k a dependent of the Samsain-H^Sul touch, llkhani. 

2. 1 havo addressed identical notes to the abo*e minor chiefs requesting them 
either to go in person or to sand some responsible agent to M&idan-Minaftun to settle 
the row between the two fact ions pending the arrival of the I Ik bant and Ilbeggi'e 

representatives in the low country. „ . . 

3. I have further informed the 11 khani and Hbgjggi otf the state el anaire n,u the 
oil-field, and requested thorn to take immediate stops to'prevent further hostilities, 

( 4 .) I am, moreover, in communication with Tehran on the subject. 

X would remind you that I have already addressed the Ilkhanl in this connection, 
Vide my No. 405* dated the 28th November, 1909, as regards your suggestion that I 
should Come up at once in person. 

It in impossible for mo to leave Ahwaz on the spur of the moment, but I would 
request you to keep me informed of the course of events at the field. 

X send this by your kAlgid, who, 1 understand, is returning to the held at once. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. RANKING, 


Enclosure 5 in No, 115. 
ilfr. Lloyd to LAculenant Ranking, 

My dear Ranking, flfni danA-Naphtu^ December 4, 1909, 

THK fioHaiioti Up here with the Bakhtiari guards is serious. The man who WS& 
eh or is dead, and there is now a blood feud on against Parviz. As you are aware, the 
gufiivls up here have been half the II kb uni's man and half the Ifbeggi’s man, with 
Par viz, who is the llkhams man, at their head. On the death of Jan Kull (who is one 
of the llbsggi's men) all the llbeggi’s men went out of the fort to bury him, and 
pfcrvis, quite naturally, knowing the fend against him, lias refused to allow them back 
again. Kerim demands the dismissal of Purvis, and the re-engagement of the 
Ilbeggi* half of the guaixle, and failing this satisfaction threatened to attack the fort 
containing Parvis and' the remainder of the guard. Naturally, we cannot agree to this. 
Parvin is the man responsible for the safety of the camp, and without him there would 
be no safety. There W been a certain amount of promiscuous living, and the bungalow 
has been hit, and a bullet has gone quite close to the doctor. I do not think that 
either aide has any grievance against the Europeans, but there is the danger (1) that 
with hulIcla flying about, and the proximity of the Europeans' quarters to the fort, that 
somebody will get hit, and (2) that either Hide may fire at a European in order to put 
the blame on the other side. 

We arc doing what we can to procrastinate Open outbreak of hostilities, but any 
permanent settlement 5s impossible until the khans or their responsible representatives 
arrive; and Karim, knowing that be will get it hot from them for disobeying orders, 
will obviously try to get at Par via before then. 

Wo are "meanwhile advising the parties Lo submit their case to the arbitration of 
elders nominated by both skies, and by thin means to temporise for a few days. 

f should, however, like you, if possible, to come up here with your sowars as 
quickly as possible. Not only might you personally he able to patch up the quarrel, 
but your presence with your sowars would, I think, prevent an outbreak of hostilities 
and guarantee the salely of the Europeans until the arrival of the Khuns. You will 
doubtless do your best to come up at once, and will let us know when to expect you. 
If dilTieuUy of ready transport prevents your marching at once we can probably 
accommodate you and your men somehow or cither for a day or two until the 
remainder of your bttggftge arrives 

You will doubtless wirv at onC0 to the Sirdar Muhtashem and to the Samsanroes- 
Sultunuh intifrinitig thwn of the j^rioustieift of the position here. 

Youis sincere3v, 

J, lb LLOYD. 


No. ne. 


[2903] 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, —(Receive? J actuary 26.) 

(No. 33.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, January 26, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Xiast sentence of my telegram No, 31 of the 25th January was based on a 
misapprehension. On referring to Russian loan contract of L902, I find that by 
article 13 Persia, even after IQ IS, is precluded from borrowing from a third Power 
until Russian loan is discharged. 


[2416] No. 117, 

Sir "Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay* 

(No* 19.) n ■ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 26, 1910. 

ZIL-E&5ULTAN. . . , 

Zil-es-S«l^n begs that you may be instructed to lake action, jointly with 
M. Poktcwskl, 5n the matter of three ol bis villages, soi^ctl, as he affirms, by the 
Governor of Ispahan, under orders from the Persian Government, lie has also 
approached the Russian Ambassador iu Paris with a similar request. He values the 
villages at about 100,0001 

You are authorised to take any steps unofficially in favour of Zil-ea-Sultan that you 
may think advisable, if your Russian colleague agree?. You have full dinere-ticn iu the 
matter. 

Reference is to ruy despatch No. 7G of the 3rd June hist year. 


[2531] No. UK 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Eicohon, 

(No. 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 26, 1910, 

SITUATION in Eastern Azerbaijan. 

His Majesty's Government consider it- very important to prevent Rahim Khun 
from receiving any support through Turkish intervention, You should therefore iulorm 
the Russian Government that if the mischievous conduct of the Turkish consul-general 
at Tftbrsez appear tu them to call for re prose stations at Constant luople, we will instruct 
Sir G. f*mvthor to associate himself with any stops that may be taken by bis Russian 
colleague. 


[2987] 


No. 119. 


Sir Z£tfia«rd Grey lo Sir G. Xterefiiy. 


(No. 10.) 

gj T Foreign Office, January 26* 1910. 

TITE Persian Minister being ill, a Secretary of the Persian legation called at 
tlds Office on the 18th instant to bring to my notice the malpractices oE the Russian 
soldiers at Kasavin* and the bad effect in encouraging the rebel forces which must be 
produced by the dispatch of a Russian expedition in the north of Persia. 

As regards the first of these two points, he stated that the Russian, soldiery at 
Kaavin behaved in a moat overbearing fashion, and that they terrorised the inhabitants 

of the town. T . * r . , 

Ho expressed Lo Mr. Mallet, who received him, the hope Inal l Its Majesty s 

Government would make some representation* to the Russian Government on these 

subjects. . . 

Mr Mullet promised Lo inform mo of hia wishes, but expressed at the Fame tjmn 

[lJOt] T 
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the opinion that the intervention of His Majcsty*s Government in such. a matter might 
do more Inirm than good. 

1 do not propose to mate any representation b at St. Fetersburgh, 

1 am, &c. 

E. GREY* 


[2722J 2sV 120. 

Memorandum communicated to Count Btnck$n<for]F, January 26) 1E)1G. 

Silt EDWARD GREY has had the honour to receive a copy of a telegram 
addressed to the Russian Ambassador by tlie Russian Minister for Foreign Affaire, 
wlndi Coflnt Beiiokundorff was good enough to leave at this Office on the 22nd instant. 

ihis telegram gave the tfubatanco of a communication made to M. Isvdlsky by the 
German Ambassador at St. Peters burgli on tiro subject of the appointment of foreign 
advisers in IVda, together with the text, of the answer which bis Excellency proposes 
to return to it, and enquired tlie opinion of His Majesty's Government regarding this 
question* 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to express to Count Benckendorff his thanks for the 
opportunity thus afforded to Ijitu of expressing amp pinion on this matter, and would 
beg leave to offer the following observations*:—" 

It is true, ns stated by M, Isvolsky in Ids proposed reply to Count Potirialis, that 
the application made to the French Government, in pJanuary 1009, for the ijerviccs of 
two officials to 111 I the posts of treasurer-general and inspector-general of finances in 
Persia, was made direct by tho Persian Government, and was not the outcome of any 
agreement between His Majesty's and the Russian Governments, whoso action in tha 
mutter was limited to informing (lie French Government, m reply to an enquiry, that 
they Haw no objection to (lie appointments in question, 

Ii would, however, be liordly accurate to state, as proposed by M. Izvolsky, that 
the question oi appointing any oilier foreigners to Persian posts has not. arisen, because 
it has already bfeou agreed that one of the L-ondubus of an advance of 100,0007- to the 
lersian Government is that the latter should immediately apply to the French Govern¬ 
ment -or the ^appointment of seven more French experts for service in the Persian 
Ministry of Finance. 

1 ho German Government cannot fail to learn of these- appointments, and to 
become aware of the circumstances in which they will have been made, ie, t as the 
renalt or direct pressure brought to hear on the Persian Government by His Majesty's 
and the Russian Governments, and they would then have reason to complain that the 
assurance given them had not been fulfilled. 

Sis' K, Urey would accordingly suggest for M. fsvpjjiky’s consideration that the 
reply to Fount Pourtfilcs should be worded somewhat as follows;— 

- Im pern I Russian Government note with satisfaction that the German 

Government recognise the special position erf Russia and Great hi Rain in Persia. 
1 hey assume fhui the German Government, in their communication, refer to the 
appointment, in damiary 1909, of a French treasurer-gehe ral and i inspect or-geim ml of 
liiiances, and ivonld point out that these nominations were made by the Persian 
Government on the advice of M. BRot, their financial adviser, and were merely 
appioved by the Kussiun and British Goy&rnmcnta, to whom they wore submitted. It 
is only natural that M. 1 li^ot shock] prefer Frenchmen uh Ids collaborators in the 
Icrsnui Ministry of hi nance, but there is no agreement between Russia and Great 
Britain restricting IJie appointment of foreign advisers in the Persian service when 
neither Russum nor British subjects. 

1 Im right of the Persian Government to appoint whom they like to posts in their 
myn service seems undeniable, although the special interests of Russia and Great 
Ifrilam, due to ihnr.coterminous frontiers and to the fact that they are the creditors of 
lersufi tor very eouBideriihw sums of money, give them the right to demand that such 
appointments should be submitted to them before being made/' 

Si ] h. G rey has the honour to add that no similar communication from the 0email 
Governmcut has yet reached Ilia Majesty^ Government, but that, in the event of such 








73 


I transmit to your Excellency herewith copy of a telegram which I have addressed 
to Sir G. Barclay on the subject,* and l request you to Inform Zil-6cG3ultau of the steps 
which have been taken on. Ms h shall 

I am, &C. 

E. GREY, 


[3121] No, 124 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 28,) 

(No. 4L) 

Sir, St. Petcrshurgh. January 23, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the tH Novoe Vremya" of to-day's date 
publishes an article on Persia, of which the following is a summary:— 

The second Medjli&s h m done but little better than the first, The general position 
is still undefined, and the way lies open for any possibility * Yet signs of improvement 
are not wanting. The second ModjUss lias learnt the lesson taught by the fate of ka 
predecessor by heart, and its views and actions are more sober and practical The day 
of fruitless oratory has passed. The “extreme 11 parties have lost their short-lived 
charm, and the deputies, eo far as their political intelligence admits, aro striving to 
work with the Government, and not to combat it, The Government, now realises the 
necessity of a foreign loan. Thu needs oE the Persian Government will no doubt meet 
w ith die full sympathy of England and .Russia, who will give assistance in the present 
difficult position in which the Persian Government is situated. In view of what has 
happened previously with money lent by foreign bowers, it would only increase the 
confusion if a loan wore granted without proper guarantees as to expenditure. These 
guarantees arc demanded not only by those who supply the money, but in Ihe interests 
of the Persians themselves. ‘I his is precisely the view taken by the Cabinets of 
St. Petersburg!! and London. The form the control is bn lake has not yet been decided 
upon. The settlement of this question has been left to the Russian and British 
Ministers in Tehran. Probably a special commission will bo proposed, which shall 
consist of members of the Government, representatives of the Medjlies and of both, 
legations. A commission thus composed would he the heal guarantee for the proper 
expenditure and control of the money lent. But this would not by any menus satisfy 
all the vital needs of the country. A loan of 2,000,000 or 3,Oft0,600 roubles will only 
enable the Persian Government to breathe more freely for two or three weeks. Persia 
requires a thorough reorganisation of her State systems. I 1 tic reform of the local 
government, the creation of new legal and administrative machinery, the reform of the 
auny and police, all demand (lie expenditure of large sums. At present Persia owes 
in fdimi-icrined loans over lo,0U0,O00 roubles These loans have necessarily been, 
negotiated on very burdensome conditions. Persia must he freed from these usurious 
loans. Uifjor curiain conditions she could borrow nO/KJO.OdO or 00,000,09) roubles 
and the interest would not exceed that which she is now paying. At the same time 
she would liquidate nil her currant debts, and would, moreover, Imvo at her disposal 
from I®,000,000 to 30,000,000 roubles for pro Bent needs. But such a loan would 
require oven more caution on the part of the lenders, The Persian Government is 
now faced with the fundamental question : .Is she to attempt to reconstruct Persia 
with jio assistance save that of comrades from the Caucasus, or is she to proceed along 
the wide path of economic reform assisted by European Powers? The first method 
has already been partially attempted with negative results. The example of such 
States as Japan, Turkey, and China should persuade her to choose the second path. 
Common sense will toll the Persian Government and the Metljliljjb which is the true 
mid. rhn other road will lead Persia to a prolonged chaos, ending with a slow- but 
certain death. 

L have, &c, 

A. Nl COLSON. 


1 Ne. 117. 
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[3899] No. 125* , Ff 

Note- communicated by Count Bewkendorff Januo?‘i/ 23,1910, 

, yrj 

* LE consul brilannique it Tabriz a informs son Miniatre i TYhdran tant d’une edrie 
do fails utablisaant l exietenoo de rapports constants d'Enver Bey avec Rakkim et 
d'autree khans do Karadagh que da la recente intervention on leur favour de co 
repr^sentant ottoman nupriis du gouverneur. 

Dans une conversation avec TAmbasaadeur de Tnxquie, M. Poldewslti s’eat exprim£ 
an eujet de pareils precedes du consul general do Turquie en les d^sapprouvant; il a 
en memo temps ex prim 6 Feepoir qu } Enver Boy rccevrait des or dies d 1 avoir k mottre 
fin, a kgs rapports avec liakhim Khan. 

Le Ministre de Grandc-Bratuguc a : do sou efttd, fait, au moycn d’uno Icttrc priv^e, 
une demarche analogue aupres de- FAmbnssadour, 

Ce dormer a me tout esprit d’iutrigue choz son eubordonne et a premia do lui 
fairs parvonir dos instructions flans le sens desire, 

Quant a sa propro intervention an pros du MmEstro dee Affaires KtrangiSres, 
1‘AmhafiBadeur a cherche a Fcxpliquer pur dos mobiles puremont humanitaires et par 
le desk do rnettre fin h Feffuaion de sang. 

D’auire part, d'aprfes dee nouvelles t^l^graphiGGs do Tabriz par le gdrant du. 
consuhit Imperial, Rakhim Khan allitmo dans une lettre avoir requ par Fentrami^e do 
Djamil Bey une lettre du consul gendral do Turquie a Tabriz. 

Oeci coofirme lea renseicpiements precedemment recneillis pur le oonsulat Imperial 
concernsst les intrigues d'Enver Bey dans le Karadjadagh a Faida do Djdmii, 
Bpi^eialcmcnt envoye a cot sffet de Constantinople. 

Le g6rant du consulst Imperial cat d’avis quo, ces intrigues se trouvant confirm des 
& Faide de documents, son colleguo de Turquie renie Djdmii et cherche it fairo croire 
qu’il n J a rien do comimiii avec cot aveuturier, 

Auibaoendo Impdrialo de Russie t Londres, 
le 26 jmimer t 1910. 


[ 3161 ] No. 126 . 

Messrs. Ellinger and Go . to Foteign (Received January 28.) 

Sir, 23, Oxford Street^ Manchester , January 27, 1910. 

REFERRING to our letter of the lStli instant, enclosing copy of letter wo 
addressed to Sir George Barclay, Tehran, advising him the 'G 'liftonian 11 ivoukl load 
6*000-5,500 ions oxide at Hormuz, we have now definite news that this steamer will 
arrive at Hormuz on the 1st hebrunry. Tins day, wo arc afraid, will he before our 
letter will arrive at, Tehran, and we shall therefore be obliged if yon will be good 
enough to cable the information to Sir George Barclay. 

You, of course, kindly consented to our communicating direct with the British 
Minister, but in the present instance circumstances make it advisable that the cable 
advice should go through you. 

With best thanks in anticipation. 

We arc, &e. 

FLUNGER and Co. 

P.8.—We do not wish to wire on dair stating tbo quantity to be shipped, and 
cannot cable Sir George Barclay in Code. 


E. and Co. 









[3399]] 
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No, 127, 


■ Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther . 

>hic.^ P. Foreign Office, January 23, 1910. 

tN Aaertaijan, Conduct of Ottoman consul-general at Tables. 

See Tehran telegram No. 27 of the 23rd January. 

You should join with M. TcharykolY in representations as to the mischievous 
conduct of Ottoman consul'general; 



[3835] 


No. 128, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G . Barclay. 

{No* It) 

Sir t Foreign Office, January 2S f 1910. 

THE secretary of the Persian Legation left with Mr. Mallet on the 2lat instant a 
memorandum, of which a copy is enclosed, relative to the disastrous results which 
would follow the grant by the Russian consular or other authorities in Persia of asylum 
to Rahim Khjm, 

He asked at the same time that Hie Majesty's Government would make represen¬ 
tations to the Russian Government on the subject, anil added that such an occurrence 
would arouse the greatest resentment in Persia. 

The Persian Government had approached the RuE&ian Minister at Tehran with 
regard to tide question, hut their representations had as yet met with no reply, 

Mr* Mallet did not encourage the secretary to hope for any intervention on the 
part of His Majesty's Government, anil 1 do not propose to mention the matter to the 
Russian Government, 

I also transmit copy of the reply which 1 have returned to the Persian Minister^ 
communication 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY, 


Enclosure in No, 128. 


Memorandum communicated by the Persian Legation January 21, 1910, 

ACCORDING to telegrams received within the last few days by the Persian 
Government, Rahim Khan ia in the greatest difficulty at Koradagh, and there is every 
hope that ho will Boon be captured. 

The Persian Government have had repeated conversations with the Russian 
.Minister in Tehran, on whom it has been impressed that it is their earnest hops that no 
refuge or protection will be afforded to Rahim Khan by the Russian consulates or 
officials in Persia, nor that he will be admitted and received in Russian territory. 
Should such a thing be done, it will throw away all the trouble and expense to which 
the Government have been put in this connection. Such an action will, moreover, 

f reduce the greatest commotion among the people of Persia, and will involve the 
ersian Government in trouble. It would be a very great pity that a bloodthirsty 
rebel, such as Rahim Khan is, who merits capital punishment, should be the means of 
straining the relations between the two countries. 

The Russian Minister in Tehran has promised to co-operate in every way in the 
matter and to ask for instructions from St, Petersburg!}, but so far no reply hus been 
received. The Persian Government desire it to be known that they attach the greatest 
importance to this question. They earnestly hope that Rahim Khan will not in any 
way Iso offered refuge or protection by the Russian consuls or other officials in Persia, 
am! that should he escape into Russian territory he will be given up by the Russian 
authorities. Should the contrary happen, the results will be most regrettable in eveiy 
way, and will hurt tho feelings of the Persian nation to tho utmost degree. 

Persian Legation, London, 

January 21, 1910. 


No, 131. 
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[1748] No. 129. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A . Nicotsan, 

(No, 23.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 23, 1910. 

I HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 16 of the 9th instant sub¬ 
mitting certain observations on the subject of a proposal to improve the communica¬ 
tions between Bunder Abbas and Kerman by the construction of a cart-road. 

I entirely concur in your Excellency's remarks relative to the Askliubad-Meshed 
Railway, and your recommendations on Ibis subject will be borne in mind. 

I have read with satisfaction the last paragraph of your Excellency's despatch, 
in which you allude to the dtteir© of tho Russian Government to work cordially and 
frapkly with that of His Majesty, and to tho confidence which they feel i.n the loyalty 
of His Majesty’s Government towards them. 

As regards the particular question o! the construction of tho proposed cart-road 
from Bunder Abbas to Kerman, it would perhaps be bettor not to mention the matter 
to the Russian Government at the present stage. 

I am, &c. 

E, GREY. 


[2472] No, 130. 

Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 28, 1910. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the formation of a body of 
guards tor the protection of the roads in Southern Persia ending with my letter of the 
11th instant, f am directed by Secretory Sir Edward Grey to inform you that the 
proposal of the Board of Trade that the surcharge of 10 percent on import duties, 
which is to provide tho sum necessary to defray the expenses of putting the scheme 
into execution, should be levied at tho port of Bushire only, has been carefully con¬ 
sidered in this Department in communication with His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 
and that it appears to him to be open to serious objections, 

In the first place, the sum derived from, the imposition of this charge on Bushire 
alone would, in the opinion of Sir G. Barclay and of His Majesty's consul-general at 
Buahire, who is now on leave in this country, be insufficient for the purpose for which 
it is intended. Sir G. Barclay has even expressed the view that to obtain the necessary 
sum at Bush ire the charge would have to be doubled. 

In these circumstances, if the charge wore levied an proposed, trade would at once 
be diverted from Bushins to other ports where it was not imposed, with the result that 
the trade of Rushire would be, temporarily at any rate, destroyed, and that the port 
would hooii cease to produce any money to defray the expenses connected with the 
guards. 

Sir E. Grey is well aware that the extension of the charge to all the ports in the 
Persian Gulf would be likely to bo strenuously opposed by British linns who have 
Commercial interests in those regions. He is nevertheless of opinion that a serious 
effort should be made to overcome that opposition, and ho would suggest that it might 
be pointed out to objectors that it is worth their while to make tho sacrifice involved in 
agreement to tho universal application of the charge, since such a course could not fail 
to produce a great and immediate improvement in the trade done by British and 
British-Indian firms in Southern Persia, whereas its rejection must result before long 
in. the total extinction of that branch of commerce, 

1 am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[2530] ' No. 131. 

Memorandum catnmunkated to Persian Minister January 23, 1910. 

SIR EDWARD GREY has carefully considered the memorandum left at this 
Office by tho secretary of the Persian Legation on tho 21st instant on behalf qf dm 
Persian Minister relative to the situation in Eastern Azerbaijan, 









He lifts now the honour to state in reply that, according to a telegram received on 
the 22nd instant from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, the Rusaian detachments 
have left .Abar, and that their visit there appears to have passed off without 
incident. The Caucasian authorities have received instructions to abstain in future 
from moving even small bodies of troops without previously obtaining the consent of 
_the agents of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Sir G. Barclay also reports that the troops of the Persian Government have 
gained further successes, and that Rahim Khan is evidently in a position of great 
embarrassment, since he is stated to have applied for protection both to the Russian 
and Turkish consuls-general at Tabrees, who, however, arc said to have refused bis 
request. 

Tile Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs has asked the Russian Minister not to 
allow Rahim Khan to take refuge in the Russian consulate-general at Tabreez, and 
M. Foklewski has replied that his Government will not depart from their policy of non- 
intervention unless another Power protects Rahim Khan, in which case they will take 
what measures they think right. 

Melidi Khan will not fail to perceive that, in the circumstances reported, the 
intervention of Sir E. Grey at St. Peters burgh would have been unnecessary even had 
it "been desirable, which was not the case. 

Foreign Office, January £8,1910- 


[2898] No, 132. 

Foreign Office la Anglo* Persian Oil ComjHiJty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 28, 1910+ 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd September, IftU9, relative to the shares 
in the First Exploitation and Rakhtiari Oil Companies assigned to the BakHtiari khans 
I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a 
telegram from IIin Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, stating that he would be glad if 
these shares, could be forwarded to 11 is Majesty's consul at Ahwaz as soon ns possible. 

Sir G+ Barclay states that the khans have raised the question of these shares, and 
that it would therefore be desirable that they should bo handed to them by llis 
Majesty's consul 

I am to express Sir E+ (Boy’s hope that your company will, if possible, comply 
with Sir G. Barclay’s request. 

I fllll;, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[3272] No. 133. 

Board of Trade- to Foreign Oj}ic&—(Ideceived January £9.) 

Sir* Board of Trade, January 2$, 1910. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the provision of 
road guards in Southern rbrsia, 1 am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to 
you herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,, copy 
of a letter and of the accompanying enclosure which they have received from 
Messrs. H. G+ Dixon And Go,, of Manchester. 

I am, Ac. 

_GEG, J+ STANLEY. 

Enclosure 1 in No, 133, 

Messrs* Dixon and Co. to Hoard of Trade, 

Whitworth- House, Princess Strect f Manchester, 

Sir, January £4,1910, 

W E have just received from Persia a press copy of a statement furnished by them 
[ate] to the British residency in Buehire. Tide statement shows tlio amounts that ara 
being exacted from uudetoers carrying British good?, in the shape of tolls, The 
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Tiifangchecs are road guards, and the tolls are paid them for guarding the roads, which 
they do not do. 

Gut object in sending, this to you is to point out that these road guards, who are 
not paid any wages by the Persian Government, arc already taking from muleteers 
more than it is proposed to charge under the new system of road patrols suggested to 
tih recently, when your Mr. Hooper called upon us. Although these tolls are paid by 
the muleteers, it is needless to say that they are added to tho rate of mule-hire* and 
the British importer baa to pay them. 

We have, &c+ 

Hu C, DIXON Asrn Co+ 


Enclosure 2 in No. 133+ 

Payments by Muleteers to Tufangcheea, &cx, for each mule from Bushira to 

Shiraz or Shiraz to Bushire. 





Ktseis. 

Buehire, KaEunthar. and 

. ■ 

■ 9 

4 . I'US 

Chogodak, Tufangcheea.. . . , + 

Ahtuadi— 

Tufangcheea «4 .. + • 

+ ■ 

9 9 

0^50 

,, 

9 9 

4+ G’50 

Aldll .4 ,+ +4 4 4 

■ ■ 

9 * 

+, 3-00 

Straw and barley .. +* .. 

Prom Ahnuwli to lioraaLOChfl— 

+ ri 

B 9 

3*00 


Tuf+mgduseB: Upamdi, {Jhakootah, Ge-sbsh BJuiliegoo&t Klisjlm, and 

lEakini.H^ij', at tliii rate of 10 cents per etatacn + + + + . * 0 ■ GO 

Btjrofljoon—► 

AM. .. .. 3'00 

Straw and barky +, ., .+ .. .. ++ S-Q0 

l^i/menttoTafinigclujca at Jata Garavolkhoono]] and Toleh Borikajoon O'50 
Daluki— 

Alufi ,+ +, *« .. ^00 

Straw and barley * + * + +. .< ++ +■ 4'0tJ 

Tufau^chee . + + + , + +. . + > ■ . * O’ SO 

TubinEchees— 

Barj&h Namszgnb and Phot ,, +, +. .. .+ 0'40 

Darynkhaoh (by force) ++ .. . + ■* +* I’M 

Katad Maioa . + . + .. R ++ O'SO 

Shonirtkaktea— 

AUR ,, ,, +. .+ .. +. 2-50 

Stmw and barley +. .+ . + ++ .+ S f QQ 

Tufaiigflhce., .. ■+ .+ .. -- 0'25 

Tufangcheea— 

I San: j I-, . + 4+ I. + ■ * ■■ * + 0 eO 

Kaanrxjkfislil and Eekher . . ++ .+ ,. .+ O'ftft 

Jnfarjiu nud Thiktaku .. +* +. .. >+ O'^O 

Uhaoroon uad Kotnt Katuorej, at 15 cents each., .. ■ + O’HO 

Karaarej— 

Alafi +. +. ++ +. .+ »+ ^OQ 

Straw and barley +. ++ +, *+ *- S'00 

TufactgChfHj. + 4+ . + .. .* >* 0 h 16 

Tufringoheoa nt— 

TnngtorkoOn +, ,+ .+ +. ++ O'&Q 

Bndnr . ► .+ .+ -♦ .. +* i* U*f5 

Karvunserai Kbaie-U lbraUm . + ,. *+ ++ +* 0- Isn 

Dirlrt ++ . * ,, ,, .+ .+ 4+ 0 r 30 

Uurjeli Ilajae Mob&nitid ». - + ** s . +■ 0-15 

KM&rcon— 

TufaiLf^Lilieey m Sowgburideh 4tnl K.ala Shah SaLtanoli, at 15 cents each 0■ 530 
Sarch ITlqL and AbtUn, at 15 cuuta each ., ,. «+ >+ O'30 

MlMlM . -- -- - 0-50 

UuatAiiijtn ,. +, +4 >i +■ .+ << 0’5fO 

Zei]i.yiw>iJ: . +. +. ++ .i *+ *+ O'30 

PehaLiikh ,. ,. .. +. +. ** +* 0'^0 

Sliira?., iti eua^km-hoL^e + + ++ ++ “ >* 

TeUl ++ ++ ..1H0 

T«jtal payments frjr each inule, oot including etraw and barley, frcin Kiisierwjii tu Sbirat 
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[3295] No. 134. 

Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Foreign Office,—(Received January 20.) 

Six, M(mthe&er y January 28, 1910, 

MAY I enquire whether the Secretary of State is now in a position io give the 
Chamber any information as to the proposals which were placed before him' in the 
letter dated the 14th September, and acknowledged by you on the 20th September, for 
the provision of road patrols for the service of traffic between the Persian frontier and 
the great towns. The state of things complained of in my former letter shows no 
signs of improvement, and ordinary Persian trade with this country is at an entire 
standstill. 

J jrp 

W. SPEAK MAN, Secretary. 


[3324] No. 135. 

0. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received JanitShi 20.) 

(No. 36.) 

(Telegraphic.) P + Tehran, Januant 29. 1910. 

BUSHIRE-SHIRAZ road. 

I have the honour to report that yesterday the Minister of the Interior informed 
mo that Persian Government hat 1 accepted responsibility for the road which rung vi& 
Jarrell. 

An official communication in a tike sense is expected. 


[3328] No, 130, 

Sir A. Nicolaon to Sir Edward Grey .— (Rcceimd January 29.) 

(No. 29.) 

(Telegraph ie.) P, St. £9,1910. 

PLEASE see your telegram No, 88 of tho 27th instant, 

L handed to M, Isvolsky an doin the sense oi' your above-mentioned 
telegram this afternoon. His Excellency said that lie would hasten to consult the 
Minister oi' Finance. In reply to hit* enquiry us to whether he were to understand that 
it was not proposed to attach any conditions to an advance of 400,000k,, I said that one 
or two. such, for iitstanCB, as the iirst two, oi' the six conditions proposed would be 
necessary. We thought, however, that to burden an advance with too many, especially 
with that respecting the nationality of the instructors to bo engaged by the Persian 
Government, would ba unwise. 

The Russian Minister at Tehran has not as yet informed M. Izvolsky whether 
any agreement aa to conditions 1ms yet been arrived at between himself and 
Sir G. Barclay. 


[3161] No, 137. 

Sir Edteard Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 

(No, 22.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, January 20, 1910. 

I AM requested byEllinger to inform you that 6,000 to 5,500 tons of oxide will 
be shipped by Bteim-sfiip "Cli Roman," which is expected to arrive at Hormuz on the 
1st February for that purpose. 
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[3342] No* 138, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.'—{Received January 30.) 

(No. 38.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 30, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

With reference to Sir -A, N kelson's telegram No. 29 of the 29th January, there 
seems to be some mmmderataudmg in M, Uvulsky's statement that no information 
regarding the conditions for the advance had yet been received from Russian Minister 
in Tehran. M, 1 "ok lew ski certainly telegraphed the six co|diLiontf, which we agreed 
on the 18th January to attach to a joint advance of 400,0001., to Russian Government, 
and M. Isyolsky has referred to thorn in a conversation with 11 is Majesty* jMbassador, 
as reported in his Excellency's telegram No. 23 oi the 23rd January* 


[3343] 


No. 139. 


Tehran t January 30, 1010, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 30,} 

(No. 39 ) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TURKISH consul-general at Tabreez. 

In continuation of my telegram No. 27 of the 23rd January, 1 have the honour to 
report that Turkish Ambassador denies that Enver Bey has intrigued. He informs 
me that bo sent instructions to him some time ago not to protect Rahim Khan, and to 
refrain from interfering in the affairs of Azerbaijan. 


[3330] 


No. 140, 


Sir A, Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—{Reached January 30.) 

(Telegraph ic.) F. Si. PeUrsburgh, Jmmry 30 h 1910, 

PERSIA* Intrigu es of Turkish consul-general at Tabreaz* 

I am informed by M* Isvohky that a telegram had just been Sent to Count 
Benckeudorff suggesting that the two Ambassadors at Con stun unopJu should take some 
step^. This telegram must have crossed your telegram No, 36 of the U6th January. 


[3351] No. 141. 

Sir A. Nicolaon to Sir Edward Grey,—{Received January 31.) 

(No. 42.) 

' St. Petershurgh, January £3, 1910. 

liL 1SYGLSKY informed me yesterday that the Germ an Ambassador had 
mentioned to him that the Gorman Government had learnt, from a remark made by 
the il dragoman of the English Legation at Tab ran/ 1 " i hat ffte Russian and British 
Governments wore contemplating recommending to tho Persian Government the 
engagement of some foreign advisers £*' Beiriithe"} ether than British or Russian. 
The German Govenimeut- quite recognised the special position and responsibilities of 
Groat Britain and Russia, but, if national* of third Power* weru to bo engaged, they 
would consider that Germans had an equal right with them. He had told Count 
Pour talcs that, beyond the question of a French iinaticial expert or two, he was not 
aware tlmt any proposals for the employment of foreigners other than Russian or 
British had as yet been made lo the Persian Government. 

He W aa about to telegraph to Fount Ifenekendorjf to apeak with you on the subject 
and to submit the draft of the reply which he proposed to make to the German 
Ambassador, He asked if I had heard anything on the subject. 1 replied in the 
negative, and said that J did not know if a similar communication bad been made to 
His Majesty's Government. 









so 


M, Iavolelsy remarked that the German commutation was a antis factory indication 
that the Gorman Government recognised the special position of Groat Britain and 
Russia in Persia, and of this note could be taken. 

I have* &e. 

A. NIGOLSON. 


13355] No. H2* 

Sir A. NicoUtito to Sir Edward Grew .—(Received January 31.) 

(No. 46,} 

Sir* St. Pctcrshurgh, January 23j 1010. 

I CALLED on M. Isvolsky y cater day afternoon* and said that I wished to speak to 
him in regard to the advance to the Persian Government. He would remember that 
some time ago he made a suggestion that Mis Majesty’s Government could furnish their 
full quota, namely, 200,0001., mid that the Russian Government would supply 100,0001. 
1 now had received instructions to inform him that llis Majesty's Government proposed 
to act upon this suggestion and furnish their quota. M. Isvolsky remarked that lie had 
in fact “thrown out such an idea*' as I had mentioned, hut that a good deal had 
occurred since that occasion; and he also remembered that he had expressed the hope 
that the fact of the wide difference between the two contributions should not bo made 
public, 

1 replied that that was perfectly true, and that I bad informed him that it 
would lie very difficult, if not impossible, to keep secret that such' differences did exist. 
At the same time, wo wore anxious to give the Persian Government every opportunity 
of clearing the roads in the south, us British trade was practically blocked, and it was 
necessary to furnish the Persian administration with as much funds as possible for the 
purpose. 

M. Isvolsky said that he was awaiting a reply to his Just memorandum in 
regard to ei loan, and,as be.had previously explained to urn, the decision of the Russian 
Government as to furnishing their whole quota would greatly depend on the nature of 
our reply. J told him Lhal his memorandum was being very carefully studied, but 
that its examination would naturally take time. Mis Excellency^! that he did not 
quite understand why much time need be devoted to the subject. I observed that the 
quest ion of furnishing a large loan to a country in the ctnftlition of Persia was no light 
matter, and them were njgny questions which necessitated careful consideration, 
M ; isvolsky said thar ha did not anticipate that the details should be settled, but ho 
wished that His Majesty's Government ghoul cl accept the question of a loan in 
principle, and that (ho two Governments should induce the Persian Government to 
apply for n loan. \\ hen an application hud been formally made, it would then be 
possible purluips for the Russian Government to supply their full quota of the advance 
as a payment on account of ;i future loan. Hitherto the Persian Government had made 
no application, but had only thrown out hints that they might require a loan. 

I said that I would explain this to you, but \ should like to recur to HU Majesty's 
Government advjjhcing at once the whole of their quota. M. levdlsky rather avoided 
giving a direct reply, and said that u would be better if the two Governments pro¬ 
ceeded on the same lines, 1 then asked if he laid received from M, Pokleweki any 
observations as to the necessity of both Governments giving the whole of the 400,000^ 
oil curtain conditions, 1 observed that email doles were of little use, and it would bn 
well to go as far uh possible in giving ihe Persian Government u generous advance. It 
was really essential llmtfunds should be furnished. Otherwise anarchy -would increase 
and exit;lid. -M. Isvolsky sab I that he perfectly agreed that eSlI doles were useless, 
ehuI it was for that reason that he was desirous of getting a loan put on i.he stocks! 
Ho had received from M, Iavohky reeqmirioiidations that the Russian Government 
should advance their full quota, and ho hEld also been examining tho sis conditions 
wlikli the two roprestmtaiLvcs had drawn up. Ho would have to uuiko some observa¬ 
tions on one or two of them. . for instuueo, there was ft clause us !o railway collections 
being given to Persian subjects who could furnish exclusively Persjutu capital. No 
Potsiuii subjects had any capital, and lliey would bo men of straw with foreign capital. 

I remarked that ibis clause bad. 1 iunderstood, been .sixpressty inserted to excludesuch 
men of ^triiw, sun! avoid foreign capital being introduced under a false mRae. 
M, Isvolsky said dial there would bn some diflkmlLy iu dYtJtlmg that, but in any cage 
la! would before? long lot me have his views on the whole subject of the conditions, 

II Excellency then turned to other questions. 
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I must admit that my interview was not satisfactory. It was clear to me that 
M. Isvolsky did not view with favour the idea of our advancing our full quota, and 
that there is no chance of Russia contributing her full share until the Persian Govern¬ 
ment have formal!v applied for a loan. Even in that case I imagine that the conditions 
on which the Russian Government wRl Insist will hardly bo such as to commend them¬ 
selves to the Persian Government* 

I have, & c. 

A. NIG OLSON. 

[3305] ^ 

Sir G. Loiother to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 31.) 

{No. 30- Confidential.) . , _ * mn 

g; r Constantino/ple, January 25, 1SJ1U. 

IN consequence of the recent Ministerial crisis here, it has boon impossible until 
now to carry out the instructions contained in your telegram No. 711 of the 

23rd December, 1909* _ _ . u - . 

To-day M. Tcharikoff spoke to the Minister for Foreign Allairs on the subject 

of the withdrawal of Turkish troops from Persian territory, and I did so also. 

I Biiid that, from information that had reached us from the Turco-Peraian frontier, 
it appeared that certain points situated outside the contested zone, and without doubt 
in Persian territory, such as Naghideh and Mamesh, had been and were stdl occupied 
by Turkish troops, which produced somewhat strained relations with the Persian 
authorities, with the risk of causing complications^ that, while His Majesty s Govern¬ 
ment would no doubt be prepared to give good advice to Persia to avoid mm a contin¬ 
gency, it was necessary that the Turkish Government should exercise more severe 
(Control over those in command oi their troops in those regions. . 

I added that my Government was desirous of approaching the matter m the meat 
friendly spirit, and believed that the Ottoman .Government wished to settle tho 
question of the disputed frontier in a spirit of equity, and M is Majesty s Government 
were therefore of opinion that the first steps towards this end should he tlm withdrawal 
of such Turkish troops as had passed beyond the contested aoiio into Ieraian 

territory*^ ^ ^ en daraed tho desire to see the question settled amicably,but naid that 
he had not yet conversed with the Grand Yiaibr on the subject. He did not exactly 
know where Elio places were that I mentioned, and whether they were newly m 
Persian territory, I hi would, however, give the matter his earnest attention, but they 
had recently received newK of several cases in which Turkish subjects had sulleied at 
the hands of Pecans in tho South of Persia, and the authority of the Government 
mS d to be very slight. To M* Tcharikotl Rilhat Pasha seeing also to have spoken 
in very vague terms, though lie gave him to understand that,, umnedintoly Mrimr 
Persian authority was set up in that district. Naghidoh would be evacuated by lurkish 

J f also took an opportunity of speaking to the Grand Vissier in the femsio sense. 
His Highness, however, used somewhat different language. Desirous as his Govern¬ 
ment was to fiee the question settled amicably, be said there wero the following 
points to ho considered: Was there any real Government or authority iti lersia 
with whom it would be possible to treat? Whit guarantee was there that it the 
Turkish ti-ooiifl evacuated the territory in question it would not be occupied l»y Russian 
t^ous 1 The territory in question was mostly occupied by Sunnis, who, il the territory 
was evacuated, woultl be at the mercy of the Shiahs. Ho was not sure Hud, the 
Persians wore not now in occupation of territory incontestably lurkish* 1 he map 
drawn up in 18$9, to which I referred, Ilia Highness said did not throw much light on 
the subject Once a proper Government was established in Persia, he would encourage 
the appointment* hereof a Persian counuissEonur, who could with great- I acuity arrive at 
an nnueratanding with the Turkish conunissbiun- appointed with that object, but it was 
nijfeolutely iieeessftry that he should be given full imwern lit negotiate. His Highness 
did not ttuirgesl anything in thu nature ot mediation, unr did ho refer to the purposed 
Board of Arbitration, consisting of members of the Turkish Parliament and the luremn 
Mcdiliss. 

I have* ike. 

GERARD LOWTHER* 
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No, 144* 

Sir G. Loivther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3L) 

ffio 12 .) 

(Telegraphic.) P* Constantinople, January 31, 1910. 

TGliKIBH consul-general at Tubreoz,, 

Referring toiy our telegrams Nos, 10 and 13, the Ottoman Ambassador at T&br^j baa 
given Enver Bey instructions to extend bis good offices only in case of need to Rahim, 
but not to protect him. Rifkat Pasha assures mo Enver Bey, who was Win own personal 
choice had been distinctly instructed to abstain carefully from interfering. 


[3328] 


(No. 48.) 


No. 145. 

Sir Edward Gray to Sir A . NieaUon* 


(Telegraphic-) P* Foreign Office, January 31, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government (see your telegram No, 23 of the 
29th January). 

I consider that we should maintain the six conditions tor the full advance which 
were agreed to by Russian and British representatives in Persia, My objection was 
only to the condition concerning Russian instructors for the gendarmerie* 


[3660] 


No, MG. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A , i\ r kohon~ 

( No. 50.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, January 31, 1910. 

PERSIAN charge d’affaires called to-day and stated that Persian Government 
could not understand why the small advance which is go urge fitly needed is still 
delayed, especially as the conditions had been practically settled by the British and 
Russian Ministers in Tehran, ! f the two Governments could not make the advance the 
Perajah Government would like to be informed, go that they might try to get BOmo 


money elsewhere, 

He wan told that we am doing our utmost to hasten matters. 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 


[1006] Ho. 147* 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 23rd July last, relative to the further 
assurance?? which the Sheikh of MMiiunmerah desires to receive from His Majesty’s 
Government, l am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith 
copy gf a despatch From His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran,* reporting the result of the 
discussion of this question which Look place between him and His Majesty’s consul- 
general at Bushire during the visit of the latter to Tehran in November last, and E am 
further to inform you that tho question has formed the subject of unolliaiul conversations 
at this Cilice with Major Cox since Ins arrival in England on leave of absence, 

It will bo observed that the sheikh in anxious, in the first place, that the assurance 
given to him and subsequently extended to his Inure acid successors should lie modified 
no ua to apply to Ids inale descendants. 

The reasons for this wish which arc to be found in the memorandum by Major Cox, 
enclosed in Sir G. Barclay a despatch, appear to Sir E. Grey to be sufficiently strong 
adequately to explain tho sheikh t* anxiety on the point* 

Sir K, Grey sees no objection, in the circumstances, to compliance with the sheikh's 
dost re, so long as il is made quite clear to him that the assurances given are only to hold 
goad on condition that ho and hia male descendants continue to fulfil their obligations 


Sir G. Itnrct&y, So. 5!07. Novombor S, 1/J03. 
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to Hia Majesty to and the Persian Governments, and to be acceptable to their tribesmen, 

yir E. Grey attaches some importance to the inclusion of the latter condition since 
it would be undesirable that His Majesty's Government should find themselves in tho 
position of being bound to support a Sheikh of Mohammerah with whom the tribesmen 
were dissatisfied, and whom they wished to remove. 

The sheikh further wishes the assurances to be made to hold good for ; 00 years. 

As regards this point Sir E. Grey has no objection in principle to making the 
assurances valid for a stated time, since it appeal's preferable that Hto Majesty a 
Government should be bound for a fixed period only than that they should remain 
unitor this obligation in perpetuity. He would suggest, however, that the period 
should bo somewj?at reduced, and that the assurances should be given tor three 
generations only. 

The sheikh also asks For an assurance of protection for his private property in 
Persia, and, ho far as possible encroachment by the Persian Government to concerned. 
Sir E. Grey concurs in the view of Sir G-. Barclay and Minor Cox that there is no 
objection to promising him that in such an event Tits Majesty’s Govern moot will afiord 
him Eistosttiiice to obtain a satisfactory solution of the ditlieulty. 

Sir E, Grey further secs bo harm in tho proposal of Major CV>x that, in order to 
give His Majesty's Government a pretext for intervention in a case of tins kind, tha 
shaikh should be made a It.CU.E. 

The question, however, of giving an assurance that the sheikh shall be protected 
against molmtatibn by foreign Powers or against any encroachment by such n Power on 
h?a jurisdiction, recognised rights, or property in Persia, requires more careful 
consideration. 

The assurance given to tho sheikh in 1902, and since confirmed, only promised him 
defence against naval attack, and thto appears to Sir E, Grey unobjectionable, hist to 
assume an obligation to protect him from aggression by land also might not only he 
very dilGcult to carry out, hut might also, in the ovmiL, for example, of a land attack 
on, him by Turkey, a contingency by no means impossible, especially it _ the Bagdad 
Railway is completed, might involve Great. Britain in a serious dispute with the I oito 
or with a third Power or even in a war, and that, perhaps, at a moment when such a 
complication might prove excessively inconvenient. 

Sir R Grey accordingly attaches importance to the use as regards this point of a 
form of words which, whue convincing the sheikh of the sincere intention Ja IIto 
Majesty’s Government to atfbrd him all the help in their power in the contingency 
contemplated, should yet not bind them to forcible intervention on Ids behalf 

Sir R Grey would suggest that the form "they (His Majesty's Government) will 
safeguard you to tho best of their ability against uu unprovoked attack by a foreign 
Power, or "against any encroachment by such.a Power in your said jurisdiction and 
recognised rights, or upon your property in Persia." 

Shaikh Ithazul also regards as possible the contingency that His Majesty n 
Government might be driven to assume control of the customs of the southern ports, 
including those of Mo ban nne rah and Ahwast, and hopes that, if this happens, he Will ho 
left in immediate control of these two ports as at present 

On this point Sir iv. Grey agrees with Sir, G. Barclay in thinking that it would he 
undesirable to give such an undertaking as, in the unlikely contingency conte m pin tod, 
circumstances inight arise in which! it would be difficult or inconvenient to comply wilIi 
the sheikhs wish. 

Ho would therefore prefer that, should the sheikh revert to the question, he should 
he answered, as suggested by Sir. G. Barclay, with friendly assurances of a general 

character, . , . 

The sheikh is also apprehensive, of a general catastrophe in Itoieia which might 
compel His Majesty's Government to intervene in the south of that country, and wishes 
to bu nflHurcd that in such a case he ami his tribesmen will be maintained in their 
present position or, if this to impossible, that lit) may retain his personal revenue and hu 
granted an asylum in India or elsewhere. 

As regards this point it appears to &ir E. Grey that, ns His Majesty's Government 
have recently algned the Anglo-Russian agreement whereby they havn bound 
themselves to respect the integrity and independence of Persia, It would lie inconsistent 
to discuss the break-up of that country as a possible event, 

Ha would accordingly propose to inform the sheik 1 1 that the contingency is one 
which Hia Majesty's Government cannot contemplate, and to rotor him to lhe 
instrument itself and to the goxmuumestion Hindu to him on the 1st December, L908, in 
Which ibis question to expressly dealt with* 
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Finally, the sheikh expresses the wish that the assurances given him should be 
couched in a form which he can show to hie tribesmen, to strengthen both their support 
of bimsdf and their faith in the friendly policy of His Majesty's Government, 

Sir E Grey considers this request to be a reasonable one, and is, disposed to 
sanction the adoption for the purpose Indicated of the form proposed by Sir G Barclay 
and Major Cox, with the modification suggested above m the passage relating to 
protection against molestation, &c., by a forced Power. All reference to the tact that 
the assurances are given on condition that the,sheikh find Ills male descendants continue 
to be acceptable to the tribesmen should. Sir 15. Grey thinks, be omitted from this 
document, which should be handed to him at the same time as the longer form 
containing the text of the assurances in full, which is intended for his own information 

am testate that Sir E* Grey would bo glad to be favoured with Yiscoimt Morle/s 
observations on this subject in general and on the above proposals tn particular- 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[3045] Mo - » 

Foreign Qflier- to Anglo-Per&ian Oil Company, 

g^ r Foreign, Oflice, January 31, 1910, 

WITH reference to my latter of the 2Ut instant relative to the proposed survey 
of a part of South-Western Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to state 
that, as your company have undertaken to provide all tents and transport in connection 
with this enterprise, he presumes that the instructions given to Mr, S»tt to procure 
all equipment, &&, in India arc in accordance with ihuir wishes, 

1 am, &a 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[3727] No, 149. 

India Oflkc to Foreign Office.—[Received FehrUtirtj L) 

gj r Iwdia Ofliee, January 31, 1010. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letters dated the 24th December, lGGU, and tile 25th January, 1010, respectively, 
regarding the scheme of a financial group connected .with the Indo-European Telegraph 
Company for (lie improvement of communications between Lauder Abbas and Kerman. 

V iscmmt Morlcy concurs in the proposals contained in paragraphs 3 and 4 of your 
second letter aw to the communication, to be made to Mr. Stratford-Andrews, the effect 
of which is to postpone for the present consideration of the scheme. 

I am, Ac. 

R. RITCHIE, 


[3709] No. I GO. 

Mr* F. C. Strlck to Foreign 0flier. — {!irc-aircd February I.) 

Bahia House, Lcudenhalt Street, London , 

gi r January 31,1910, 

REFERRING to my letter of the 13th instant, I now beg to enclose copies of 
further cablegrams exchanged between my Jinn and ita Tehran agent, Mr. David 
Brown, in regard lo the Ormuz, oxhte concession. 

1 have, &c. 

FRANK C* STRIOK. 


Enclosure in No. 150. 


Copies of Qablegraim exchanged between Frank 0, Strict and Co* and their Tehran- 
Agent, Mr. David Brown of the Imperial Bank of Persu i, subsequent to January 13, 
1910. 


SENT to D. Brown :■— 


" A, Weir and Co. chartered steamer 5,000 tons ready fortnight- If your proposal 
entertained yesterdayfpresume parties would prevent shipment. "What ie the 
result yesterday’s council meeting ? " 


Received from D, Brown :— 

“Matter is under consideration still; expect to hear definitely in the course of a 
few days.” 

Sent to D. Brown:— 

" Referring to our letter of 7th January, seeing Moninmt-Tujjar will ship 5,000 
tons during next week or two, presume negotiations will have to be 
abandonedK 

Received from D. Brown:— 

44 Referring to your telegram, understand concession Mouin-ut-Tujjair will be 
cancelled to-day (Slat January ).' 1 

Sent to D. Brown :— 

u Steamer mentioned our telegram I4th due Ormuz to-day. Will she be loaded? 
Presuming concession cancelled, what will our position be- ? 11 


[3735] No, 15L 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey*—[Received February 1.) 

(No. 41.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 1, i910. 

IiUSIIIRE-SnIRAZ road. 

In continuation of my telegram No. 36 of the 29tli January, I have the honour to 
report (hat I have received a written communication from the Minister of the interior 
to [he elect that the Jivroh route, which is perfectly Bale, has been substituted for the 
ordinary Bldra^-Bushire road. , 

As the Persian Government have thus accepted responsibility for this route, I 
shall hold them liable for robberies to goods iu transit on it. 


[3766] No. 152. 

Sir A , NifioUan to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received February I,) 

(No. 35.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Ufa. Petersbwrgh, February I t 1910, 

PERSIAN advance. 

1 have given the Minister for Foreign Affairs the substance of the communication 
from the IVi-riim clmrgG d 1 affaires (as tgegraplied in your telegram. No. Gt) of yesterday’s 
date) in a private letter. I have at the same time expressed the hope that his Excellency 
will ho able to lot me have as early an answer as possible as to whether tko Imperial 
Government are prepared to make the joint advance of 400,0001 to the Pereiaa 
Government on tho conditions which the two Ministers at Tehran have already 
arranged. 























[8332] 


No. 153, 

Foreign Office to Indio Office. 

gj r Foreign Office, February 1, 1910, 

’ I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
tetter of the 20th ultimo relative to the proposed reduction of Ills Majesty's consulate 

at TurbaU-Haidari to a native agency, . 

With reference to the suggestion of the Government of India referred to m the 
last paragraph of your com muni cation, that the withdrawal of the Russian sanitary 
cordon in North-East Persia should be secured in return for the abolition of this 
consulate, I am to observe that this cordon, which the Russian Government regard as a 
precautionary measure against the introduction of plague into thait Central Asian 
possessions, is maintained almost entirely within the Russian zone in I ersia, so that His 
Majesty's Government have really no ground for interference in the matter. 

Sir Ei Grey would accordingly deprecate raising the question at present, since such 
action would be likely to arouse suspicion in the minds of the Russian Government as 
to the motives of His Majesty’s Government in making the pr^k], 

I am, &c* 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[2908] Ko-154, 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Pcrsian Oil fSmnpany. 

Sir, Foreign Office February 1, 1910, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 25th ultimo relative to the disturbance which took place towards the end 
of November last between two sections of the Bakhti&rE guards employed on your 
company's oil-field at Maidan-i^Kiftun, and to express to you his thanks for the 
information therein contained, 

With reference to the lust paragraph of that communication relative to the 
measure of assistance which your stuff at that place may look for from His Majesty’s 
consul at Ahwaz, 1 am to atete that, in Sir IL Grey’s opinion, the question is one 
which can only be settled by that officer himself, who, being on the spot, is alone in a 
position to know the circumstances of each case ua it arises, and lo form a correct 
judgment as to the action which is necessary to meet it, subject to the general 
principle, of which lie is welt aware, that lie should afford to the agents of your 
company such assistance us ho is able having regard to other duties which may or may 
not be more urgent, 

1 am further to observe that, in the present instance, the message from the khans 
which, as reported in Mr, Lloyd's letter to your company Of the lBth December last, 
nut an end to the dispute, appears to have been the direct result of Lieutenant 
Rankings messages to those chide alluded to in his letter to Mr, Lloyd of the 
6th December, though this is not expressly stated in the correspondence. 

I am to add that Sir E, Grey has complete ccnlidShee in Mr, Rauking’s capacity 
and willingness to take the uecfessaiy action in all coses of this kind. 

I am T &c* 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[3966] No* 155* 

Counter-Dr oftof Reply addressed to German Government by \t. I&whiky. — 
(Cojimimicdlcii. by Cutrtit Bcnekcndgrffi February 2 , 1.910.) 

(Confidential.) 

O'Efjl' avec satisfaction quo Ic (louvernemcut Imperial note quo I & Cabinet do 
Berlin reconnaiL la situation pnrticulitre do la Rufisic et do I’Angletcrre on Perso, Lo 
Gouvorncuient Imperial suppose quo le I!ouvernonu tit nlleniand uvnit on vuo dans sa 
communication In nomination projetdo do eept Fran^ais en qunlito d 3 adjoints do 1 izot, 
consider linaucfor du Gouvernoment peraun, II ost a noter qii'cn juuvtor 1909 1» 
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Gouvernemont du Schah, sur l 3 avis de Bizot, s^tait adressd directement au Gouveme* 
ment de la Ropublique fnmgaiso pour obtenir son eonsoutement a co que deux Francis 
soient engages au service persan & litre d'adjoiuts du conseiUer linancier et que la 
Russie et FAngleterre, consult^ a oe sujet par le Gouvernement frangais, ont simplo' 
meat exprime' leur approbation, tfouvant nature! quo M. Bizot ait voulu chnisir dee 
collaborators parmi ses cosnpatriote A Theuro preseute iL n'est question quo da 
porter le nombre des aides du conseillef finanofei an diillro de sept* Quant & ]a 
question d 1 engager d’autres fonetionnairesetrangersen quality deconseillersf" [3oirathc } 
pour dslforentes"adi hi nistrations persanea. celte question n'a pas encore et£ soulov4e. 
Daus to us les ens, it ny a eu aucun accord entre la Russia ct TAngleterro important des 
restrictions h la nomination on Perse de eoiiseilters dtr&ngera lorsque eeux-ci ne sout m 
Russes ui Anglais, Le droit du Gouvomement perea n de pouvoir choisir & son gre 
les pcrsQTincs qu’il desire avoir a son service pivnill. indyuiable. Mats il font preudre 
eu consideration quo la question dcs ccmseiliors (" Beir&the ”) a un caractfere oniiuem- 
ment politique, puisqu'elle eet on rapport direct avee rorgaiiisalion administrative de 
la Perse t et quo la Russic et 1'Angleterre, eit raison de lour quality do pays limitrophea 
de la Perse et de scs crZanders pour une somme tres considerable, out_des i?Ater6ts 
particuliers qui leur douneut droit a la sanction prealablo dc parodies nominations, 


[3832] Noi 156* 

Afr* F, C* Strich to Foreign Office.—(Received February 2.) 

Bitli-uj House, Lc.adcnhOrll Street, London, 
gj Tj February 1, 1910* 

* REFERRING to my letter of yesterday, the following cablegram has been to-day 
received from my iinil's Tehran agent, Mr. David Brown, in regard to the Qnnua oiide 
conoe-ssiou:— 

"Committee still considering question Moum-ut-Txm&r Loneession. In the mean- 
time, steamer, it will be allowed load oxide. Shop Id Poraian Govennneut ; decide 
eventually grant concession, it will be necessary aubetitmc revised terms. Withdraw 

ofier* 1J v . 

I have, 

FRANK C* STRICK. 


[3862] No - 15 ?- 

Angfo-Peivdara Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Eccdecd February 2,) 

[Vinchi’sler House, Old Broad Street, London, 
gjj*^ February 2, 1910* 

l BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, id vising that s, 
telegram has boeti received frem His Miijesty’s Minister at Tehran stating that the 
Bakhtinrl khans have raised the question of the shares in the first EsploLUtion and 
Bakhtiari Oil Oompunies, deliverable to them umhr the agreement of the I5th November, 
1905, and Sir GeorgS Barclay's desire, which in endorsed by Sir Edward Grey, that the 
shares should be for walled to His Majesty’s consul at Ah was iw soon ns ^ssible for 
the purpose of being handed to them. 

In reply, I would beg to point out that under the terms of the agreement, as 
qiKited 5 li tlie vice-chairiiijufs letter to you of the 3rd September lost, the khans are 
not entitled to aak for delivery of these shares until “ after the nil is passed through the 
pipes, 31 tnot until eighteen months or two years hence, this being the further time 
tin.it will probably be occupied in the laying and completion of the pipe-line. 

In view of this cmidiiion, and of the extreme- desirability of retaining the kbatik 
interest in the welfare of the companies, at least tip till Out time thal Otir preliminary 
wm-k of pipe laying, &c., Lb aecompltahgd, my heard lb of opinion that it would he very 
madviBabie to hand over the shares before the date on which they are properly deliverable 
under the terms of the agreement idswe quoted* 

The reason for this is more than ever apparent in the light of a telegram I have 
received thift week from our agents at Mohammerah reporting that the khans are now 
at Tehran endeavouring to sell their shares. From this it would seem that the request 
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Tvhicli lias been conveyed through Sir George Barclay is connected with some negotiations 
which are now going on for the sale of the shares, and possibly the intending purchaser 
is the $ame In dividual who lias recently been endeavouring to purchase the Persian, 
Government's interests in pur concession. _ 

Under these circumstances, and if you agree with my bottl'd s view that the 
objections which applied to the propnsed sale t>y the Persian Government ot their 
rights apply with equal force to the sale by the Bttkhtiari khans of thetr shares, at atiy 
rate until such time ns the work ol lay In'S 1 the pipe-line is completed, I shall be much 
obliged if you will cause a telegram to be sent to His Majesty s Minister somewhat to 
the following effect:— 

11 Advise khans that under tonus of agreement shares not deliverable until oil 
flows through piped!tie, say, eighteen months or two years hence. Understand bLitis 
ate endeavouring sell shares Tehran. 1’hift is not d.esii'a.ble, for same reasons as applied 
proposed sale Persian Govern incut's rights.” 

I h&ve, &c. 

C GREEN WAY T 

Managing Director. 


[3905] No. 15S - 

5ir A, Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—fRecdved February 2.) 

^Telegraphic.) P. Si Petersburgh, February 2 t 15) 10, 

PROPOSED advance to Persian Government. 

I was informed to-day by M. Isvolaky that a council meeting would be held very 
shortly, at which the question of the Persian advance would be decided. 


[3902] No. 159, 

Zdk Hid tan to Sir Edward Grey—-(Received February 3.) 

117 , Promenade des Anglais, Nice f 

My Lord, J Miuarif 27„ 1910. 

1 All writing these few linelS to asii your Lordship to he good enough to give the 
enclosed [utter by the first opportunity to ilia Majesty the King, and thanking you 
beforehand, believe me, 

Your most sincere Friend, 

ZELLE SULTAN, 


Enclosure in No, 159, 

Zdh Sultan fo His Majesty the King. 

LIT, Promenade dr# Anglnir, Nice, 

Your Majesty, _ January 26, 1910, 

AS your Majesty knows well the state of affairs in Persia, and the troublesome 
time we have had of Into, 1 hike the liberty of addressing your Majesty as the greatest 
King mid Great Master ol' the Masonic Order, to usk your Majesty 1 ® personal protection 
for myself and family at present in Persia, 

It will bci known to your Majesty that Tier Majesty Lite Queen Victoria conferred 
on me the great honour of Great Commander of Star of India for my services rendered 
to llor Majesty’s subjects and their commerce in Southern Persia, 

Then let mo wsk your Majesty, that, whilst 1 am in Europe, your Majesty’s 
Minister in Tehran may protect my family and property during tins troublous period. 
This .1 ask of your Majesty in the name of humanity ami juslicu, mid at the same time, 
believe me, 

Your Majesty a most.. 

humble Servant, 

ZELLE SULTAN, 
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[3890] No, 160, 

India Office to Foreign Office.-—(Received February 3,} 

THE Under-Secretary of Stats for India presents lug compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and t by direction, of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to Lidia Office 
letter of the 26th January, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 
2nd' February, relative to the proposed eurvey in Persia by the Anglo-Fersian Oil 
Company. 

India Office, February 2 t 1910. 


i 1 

I 


a 


Enclosure in No. 150. 

\ 

Government of India to Fmotmi Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. . February £, 1010. 

OIL Company survey. See my telegram dated the 20th ultimo, Scott embarks 
on the 4th instant at Bombay* with two surveyors and air follower^ for Mohammerah, 


[3064] No* 1GL 

Sir a Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 3.) 

(No. 42.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 3, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Nasr-ul-Mulk called on me yesterday, lie emphasised the fact that the situation 
was being prejudiced by the delay in the reply to the application, of tho Persian 
Government for a joint advance. This delay was strengthening the party Eu the 
Medjlies opposed to the negotiations at the same time as it was weakening the party 
favourable to them, and it withal fettered the Persian Government, who felt that they 
were prevented from trying to raise money by other means, sucli as by a sale of the 
Crown jewels, until they have received a reply. Up til] the present he had deprecated 
resort to other means, but lie was in doubt now how mpeh longer they should wait in 
view of prejudicial effect of the long delay. He appealed to me for advice, and I 
informed him that I hoped we should be able to reply in a few day®. That was all I 
could sivy. 

II a omphnsijsed the Government's imperative need of money in order to organise 
troops before the migration of the tribes, now to be expected in less than two months, 
should begin. 


[3965] No, 1G2, 

Sb 1 G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 3.) 

(No, 43.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Tehran t February 3,1910. 

OIL company. 

Please refer to my telegram No. 30 of the 25th January, 

Consul's hands would, I think, be strengthened, oven if the oil company do not 
agree to hand over their shares lo the khans until the oil Hows through the pipes, if 
ho could be made eventually the channel of delivery. 
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[3802] No. 103. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Bar clay, 

{No. 25.) 

{telegraphic.) P. l Foreign Office, February 3, 1910, 

HIT A RES of Bakhtiari khans in oil company* 

Syo your telegrams Nos. 30 and 43 of the 25th January und the 3rd February 

respectively, . , 

We cannot woll press your request as company object,. and consider that they 
would lose their hold on the khans if ab&res were delivered now. ^ According to the oil 
company the khans have gone to Tehran, and are trying to.cell their shares, Hiwe you 
hoard anything to this aftect'? The company suppose that the financier whom make 
represents is the would-be purchaser of shares. The idea of the khana shares being 

alienated is most distasteful to the company* 

We will approach them on the subject of the suggestion that delivery should be 
made through the medium of Hits Majesty's consul. 


[3735] No. 164. 

Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 

aj ri Foreign Office , February 3, 1910* 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the condition of the made 
in Southern IWa, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, 
according to i l telegram received from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, the Persian 
Millibar of the Interior haa informed him in writing that the ordinary |ihirnz-Bu&bire 
road ha# been changed for the route by way of Jere, which is perfectly safe. 

Sir G. Barclay observe that the Persian Government have thus assumed respon¬ 
sibility for this toad, and that he will hold them liable lor robberies on it. 

I am,, tfec. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[ 3272 ] No, 165 ‘ 

Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 

Foreign Office, February 3, 1910. 

[ AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo, forwarding copy of a comrnumention from Messrs. 11. CL 
Dixoti and Co,, of Manchester, on the subject of the exactions now being 1 levied from 
muleteers carrying British goods in Southern Persia. 

The Board of Trade ore aware, from the loiter of the 5th November from tins 
Office, that on the 23rd September last Hia Majesty's Minister at Tot mm, under instruc¬ 
tions from Sir E, Grey, made renewed representations to the Persian Government on this 
subject, which, however, owing to the impotence of the adra ini stmt ion, have produced 

no useful result. , 

U appeals to Sir E. Grey that, us the Persian Government arc still quite unable to 
take any effective steps to put a stop to those exactions, which are, of course, entirely 
illegal, nothing \a to be gained by making a renewed protest against them at this 
moment, and that the present situation must continue till the proposed force of 
guELi-ds for the protection of trade on these roads has been formed and is in working 
order. 

1 am, Ac* 

LOUIS MALLET. 
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[ 3966 ] No. 106 * 

Mmru>r<mdum communicated to Gaunt Benck&ndoirff r February 3,1910. 

SIB ED wjABD GREY has not failed to give his careful attention to the memo¬ 
randum handed to him yesterday by the Russian Ambassador containing the text of the 
reply which the Russian Government propose to return to the communication made by 
the German Ambassador at St. Petersburg regarding the engagement of foreign 
advisers in Persian Government departments. 

Sir E, Grey has the honour to inform Count Benckeudorff that the terms of the 
proposed communication to Count Pourtnhs are in complete accord with the views of 
His Majesty's Government on this question. 

Ub would add that the German Government have not up to the present approached 
His Majesty's Government on this subject. 

Foreign Office, February 3,1910. 


[3890] No. 167. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company* 

gir Foreign Office, February 3, 1910* 

WITH reference to my letter of the 31st ultimo relative to the proposed survey of 
part of South-Western Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform 
you that, according to a telegram from the Government of India, Mr. Scott will embark 
at Bombay for Mohammerah tomorrow, taking with him two surveyors and six followers. 

I am, &e. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[4047] No. 168, 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received February 4.) 

g[ r Treasury Chambers, February 3, 1910. 

IK the circumstances represented by Secretary Sir E. Grey in Mr, Mallet's letter 
of the ljlth ultimo, the Lords Commissioners o£ Mis Majesty's freaemy sanction die 
charge to Imperial funds of one-hall the expense involved in the recent increase of the 
consular guard at Bunder Abbas* 

Id view of the temporary nature of the emergency, ray Lords consider it desirable 
that their approval should he limited in the first instance to a period not exceeding 
three months. Should the meed for an increased guard continue beyond that time they 
request that the matter may be again brought up for their consideration, and that an 
estimate of the extra expense involved may be furnished. 

I am, &c. 

T, L. HEATH. 


[4055] No. 109. 

OS Company to Fari’iyn Ojfiat.—{Received February 4.) 

J 

IFfiicftcffter if oust, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 3, Li) 10. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the . L Uat ultimo, 
enquiring if the instructions given to Mr. Scott to procure all equipment, &c., in India 
iB in accordance with our wishes. 

From your letter of the 21 Ht ultimo we understood that Mis Majesty's consul at. 
-Mohammorah had ascertained from our agent* there tlio exact material ^Ir Scott would 
bp required to bring with him, and instructed him accordingly- II this is so, any 
instructions given by them will he quite in order and meet with our approval ; but, if 













there is any dubiety on the point, I shall be pleased to telegraph to our agents to ask 
His Majesty's consul to instruct IIr, Scott more precisely. 

1 bave T dee. 

C. GREEN WAY, 

Managing Director, 


[4003] No.170. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received February 4,) 

(No, 44.) 

(Telegraphic. J P. Tehran, February 4, 1910* 

OIL company. 

With reference to your telegram No, £6 of the 2nd February, I have received 
positive assurances that Blake did not outer into negotiations with the khans in 
Tehran, and that the khans have no wieh to dispose oE their shares iu the concern. 

Just before his departure for England, on the 7th January,. Blake informed me that 
he had not been able to accomplish anything. 

Please refer to my despatch No. £7 of the 27th January. 


[4089] No. 171. 

Sir A; Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Beceimd February 4.) 

(No. 44.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Fetcrsburgh, February 4, 1910. 

IN cnitvcrsjUioii with M. Stolypin last night I took an opportunity of icnpressing 
on his Excellency how desirable it was that, an advance should be made to the Persian 
Government, to which hi? replied that u Cabinet Committee would come to a decision 
iti the inulfor in a low days' tanm. I told M. Stulypiu that 1 trusted the committee 
might decide in favour of the advance ; for two Great Powers the sum to be provided 
was smn]] f and to assit Persia Linar anally, without delay, was a matter of paramount 
importance. 


[3899] No. 172. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A* Nicohsou. 

(No, 39.) 

Sir, fflor&ign Office, Felwuary 4, 1010. 

THE Russian Ambassador culled at this Office on the 28th ultimo and left with 
Sir Uh arias llardiugc a memorandum, copy of which in enclosed/' respecting the 
proceedings of the Turkish uonsuLguiiurid at Tabreea 

His Excellency asked at the same time that E would instruct Mis Majesty's 
Ambassador!jat Constantinople- to join with his Russian colleague in maki ng representa¬ 
tions to the Porte on the subject. 

Sir C. Ilurdlngc showed to Count RenekeudorlF a copy of my telegram No. 36 of 
the 2 8 t3i id time to your Excellency, iu which the offer to take the above step was 
made, aud in for met! him that a telegram would be tent to Sif G, Lowther instructing 
I urn to curry it out. 

The telegram in question wus despatched on the same day. 


1 am, kc. 

E. GREY. 
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[4146] • No. 173. 

Acting Consul-General Trevor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 5.) 

(No. 1. Commercial.) 

gj r Bushirc, January lb, 1910. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 11, Commercial, dated the 30th July, 1909, 
[ have the honour to forward,, for your information t a copy of a letter addressed by me 
to the Government of India giving cover to a letter from His Majesty's consul for 
Arabia tan, and also to a letter from Sir W. Willcoeks, on the subject of the scheme 
for irrigation from the KharkHah River. 

Copies are also being forwarded to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, 

I have, &c. 

A. P. TREVOR, Major. 


Enclosure 1 iu No, 173. 


Acting Consul-General Trevor to GamrmnrM of Mia. 

^ ^ RiuAdrc, January 10, 1910. 

IN continuation of the correspondence ending with my letter dated the 
23 rd December, 1909, 1 have the honour to forward, for the information of the 
Government of India, copies of letters ml the subject of the proposed scheme of 
irrigation at Kut Nahar Hashim on the Khnikh|h River, The detailed estimates will 

\>b sent later on completion by Mr. jBtprrf} 

2. Sir W, Willcoeks seems to think very highly of the scheme, and it appears to 
me. to 'be n most excellent mm, ottering big returns on a small 'Outlay of capital. I th ink, 
however, that before taking any further action in the matter the Government of' India 
will no doubt prefer to wait until Major Cox returns to head-quarters and has had an 
opportunity of discussing the matter with the Sheikh of Mohuminemh, and puasibly 
with the elders of the IJani Truk 

3 l In my letter dated the 18th December, 1909,1 had the honour to r^a^and 
the retention of the sowars now with Lieutenant Wilson until Lite end of April, and 
as owing to tho earlier arrival of Sir IV, WU bocks the work on the Kharkhnh is 
temporarily concluded, 1 now beg to recommend te the favourable eonMraticm of Hie 
Gove cm iieut of India the request conveyed in paragraph 13 id' Lieutenant Wilton's 
loiter, in which he a»ks that he may be Slowed to retain tlm _service of tho sowars ibr 
a further purioil in order that lie natty carry but invest igbtigua on the Shaur River. 
The presence of the bowsuh enables Lieutenant Wilson to travel about and do most 
useful work, and l hope that the Government of India will be pleased to sanction their 

rt,u.nti ^ ^ wqiicccks's expert advice on the subject has# been of the greatest service 
In bringing the scheme into a practical form, and Sir W, Willcoeks bus been moat 
courteous iu placing his valuable experience, not to mention his time and labour, at our 

d^l preliminary work done by Lieutenant Wilson and Mr. Stem had been 

most efficiently carried out, and no doubt greatly agisted Sir W. Willcoeks to give a 
definite verdict on the scheme. I am informed by Lieutenant Wilton that Sir William 
found Mr. Stornfu survey and levelling work must useful. It is hardly accessary Ibr 
ruo to say anything about Lieutenant Wilson's excellent work in connection with this 
project, It has already been recognised by His Majesty's Secretary of State For 

Foreign Affairs. , 

Q Copies of tills letter and of the enclosures are being lor warded to llifl Majesty 8 

Minister, Tehran, and to tho Foreign Office, London, 

I have, Ac. 

A. P. TREVOR, Major, 

First Ateidaiit Resident (i» ilwrtje of Residency)' 


[1701] 
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Enoloeure 2 in No* 173, 

Acting Consul TYifocm to Major Cox. 

Mohumm&yah t January S, 1910. 

I HA YE the honour to report that Sir W T Willcoeks, K,C.M,G., hi aconrdanca 
with a promise which he was good enough to make last May, arrived at MoliLimmerah 
on the 30th December and, in company with Mr. J* W. Storrs, PAVUh, Assistant 
Engineer, Persian Gulf Sub^Division, proceeded to the Kharkh&h, leaving Mob amm crab 
on the 31st December oil the steam-ship “Mklainirij I enlcloae herewith a letter to 
your address on tho subject of his by estimations which be lias handed to arte for 
transmission. 

2. Umin-ut-Tuinmair, on tlm Karun River, was reached on the 1st instant. Mules, 
hordes, and an escort were in readiness there, and the Kbarkliah was reached ou 
same day before dusk, 

3. Tbe 2nd was spent in examining the environs of Kut Nalir Hoshim and of 
Sinnriil* Abbas, 

4. On the 3rd instant camp was moved to Sinn-uKAbbas, ami the day was spent 
by Sir W, Willcoeks in examtning the site here, which liu ultimately selected ibr 
the dan's. 

Mr* Storrs ran a line of levels cot meeting Kut Nabr Haslum with Sinu-ul- A films. 

5. On the 4th instant, the party returned to Naairi, just in time to avoid a heavy 
rainstorm, Sir William Will cocks at oner commenced to work out plans anti estimates, 
anti by the 7th instant he had completed these, with the assistance of Mr, SIoitk, 

G. On the afternoon of the 7th 1 accompanied Sir William Willcoeks to Failiyab 
tn ace Sheikh Kha&ful, who, ah hough suffering severely Erom fever* insisted on seeing 
Sir William, The scheme outlined by the latter was discussed hi some detail, but 
Sheikh Khnz’al tmide no definite statement in regard thereto, though lie thanked Sir 
William heartily for tho trouble which he had token on his behalf He pointed out 
the diiIiculty of inducing local Aitiro to utilise irrigated land regular)y, discussed tho 
effect of the scheme on tho Rani Turuf, and, as regards the guano]a I aspect of the 
question, said that he looked to the British Government to assist hint to find 
tho necessary money tor such a project* 

7. Sir William mentioned that in Europe capital might he obtained at 3 per cent, 
interest phis a half share in the profits of the scheme. 

The sheikh replied that he would prefer to pay (i per cent, and retain sole control. 
This indicates* I think, that be has some confidence in tho success of the schema if 
under taken. 

fi, I have disciwscd the scheme with the local representative of the Imperial Rank 
of Persia, and ho seems pnmd Jude favourably disposed to euusider proposals for a 
loan lo the sheikh in connection therewith, 

9. l have: also had an opportunity of discussing tbe question from the point of 
view of the Bum Ttmd" with iSlitikhs Mutlub and A si, of that tribe. 1 have in a 
previous report discussed the objections raised by them, and need only my here that 
their attitude seems to have been considerably mod died, nud their objections appear 
capable of satisfactory adjustment, 

10* Sir William Willojc tea's report may be summarised as follows :— 

Position of datu ,. *, ** Siun-iil-Abbaa. 

Ctwt of work .. .. ,. * * 7^ J ti0€J'. al moist. 

Time jx^uLrt't) for execution of work.. . . Two to throe years* 

Area Irngnbla . * .. ** ** ICU.CHHl acres, liotnnd cold weather. 

Probable nmiuui}., F . , , 2(l,(H>0i 

Sit 1 William Willcoeks in confident that the prefect, if earned out,, would soon 
at.iraot a permanent population, and that no semens difficulty would arise in this 
connection, for the very large population which to-duy lives in the marshes would 
greatly prefer to live uti tlu 1 higher lands. All that 3 have seen and heard locally 
coni inns this view. 

11, 1 propose to defer further tlLscussiou of thu mutter with the sheikh until tho 
occasion of yOtir visit here, when it may be possible, to take some definite stop* towards 
the realisation of the project to which Sir William 1ms devoted bo much of his valuable 
time and energy, 

12. The ttuq*& add plans which form Lite accompaniment to Sir William Willcoekfl's 
letter aro at the moment in the hands of Mr. Storrs for completion by him. 1 have 
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requested him to forward them m original to the Superintendent, Photo-Lithu School, 
for reproduction, and the latter has Iseon asked to distribute copies direct aa per 
margin** This arrangement, which is made at Sir William Willcoeks e request, eavea a 
good deal of delay and has, I trust, your approval, 

13* On the recommendation of Sir William Wilhocks, I propose to take an early 
opportunity of visiting tho dam made recently under Sheikh Khttz'sil's orders by Soyyid 
JNanmnh on the Shaur River, lil order to study indigenous methods of irrigation, and 
also to push my investigations further up the K hark bah, and possibly down stream also 
into Hawaizah. 

For this purpose my present escort of four men will 1 m eis necessary m ever, and I 
trust that their retention, at all events for the present, will be sanctioned. 

14. Tn conclusion, [ m use express my appreciation of Sir William Willcocks’s 
goodness in devoting a week of Ida leave to the examination of this project, and in 
investigating the question m such detail and completeness that practically no further 
investigations are necessary before putting the project into execution. 


Enclosure Z in No. 173. 

Sir TYi Will-cooks to Major Cox. 

Mohammerak , January 7, 1,910. 

ACCOMPANIED by Wilson and Storrs, I have inspected the Kut Nnhr Tlnshbu 
and SIun-ul- r Abbas cataracts on the Kb ark bah River, The best site for a dam is, I 
think* the latter site on a reef already selected by Wilson and Storrs. This reef is 
along the upstream edge of a horizontal layer of strata, between lulls inclined as in the 
sketch, t 

I am ignorant of the correct geological expressions, but the sketch explains what 
I mean. At this site we have at the surface a stratum of 1 good sandstone rock over 
8 feet thick, sen tie 900 feet long and 100 feet widu, above tbe level of the river for 
at least seven months per annum, so that the work could bo executed in perfect 
security, Wilson and Stores surveyed and levelled the reef while l inspected the 
river* and Wilson wounded the river with its icy-cold water by wading breast high in 

the strong current and swimming in the slick water with ties.tdingqdb in a manner 

unique, as far as my experience goes. Tile cataracts of tbu Khnrkbuh are (owned as 
those of Ah waft on the Karun, by the river traversing low ranges of lulls composed of 
alternate strata of inferior sandstone and salted mails, Where the strata of sandstone 
are thick and consist out tbe cataracts exist, while the marls are easily eaten away by the 
water. By protecting the down-stream lace of the reek to a very considerable depth 
by n strong masonry casing* solid dams could Im constructed which would bo durable 
if they were not absolutely neglected and left to themselves after completion. Before 
starting the work* borings should be made to test the strata at the reef and dawn- 
stream of the reef 

I propose a dam with a clean overfall intu some 3n foot of water. The designs [ 
made explain' exactly what E propose. Wo have a solid dam 800 feet lobg 
with Its crest at K.L. 72'5* with massive wing walls on either Hank each 210 feat 
long, rifling to RL 92'5. A depth of H) feet of water on the crest will givti a 
discharge of some 6Q,0ttpc uhlo feet per second, leaving 10 feet to spare* The right 
fiank of the dam will bn raised on a length of 50 feet* oh shown on tbe plan, while ihe 
left Hank on the canal head will be provided with five sluices of 0 feet uach, The 
regulation will be by means of horizontal wooden sdeepera* Tho present deep channel 
of the tiver, some I 50 feet wide, with its bed on solid rock, will be closed with un 
earthen bank 50 feet wide at t ho top and slopes of .1 up stream and J down stream, 
well pitched with pitching 3 feet thick. 

All the stone Ibr pitching and masonry will come from tho reef itself, and be most 
economical Hie old dams on the river were built with excel lent lime* but we can 
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build with cement (five earal and one cement) i; we like. The ^outer 2 fbet wilt he hud 
in mortar of three aurifl and one cement, The crest of the weir and tlio floors of the 
sluices will bo composed of bricks laid in two sand and one cement mortar. Excellent 
bricks were used in the laces of the old masonry -walls, 

t propose cutting down the face of the rcet in the manner shown the cioss 
sections of the dam and the down -stream wings. This cutting will be carried down to 
a stratum of good rock near R.L. 4P5, or thereabouts* ami be finished oil'with a 
2 feet floor of masonry, as shown in the section. 

Very liberal provision has been made lit the estimates for quantiittiB ot work anti 
contingencies, and if there are economies the money should be spent in converting the 
last reef shown on the plan into an excellent subsidiary dam, throwing back water on 
to the main dam, 

from the left Iw-nk of the river will start a canal 50 feet wide at bottom and b feet 
below the level of the crest of the dam. Taken on a slow of xfiforfr ^ flow into 
the old Kut Nairn Hash5m canal and its continuation, the old Khnrkhah, end irrigate 
by I'rce flow all the country formerly irrigated by the ICut Nahr HafiKitn canals. 1 he 
minimum discharge will be 500 cubic Feet per second, and the maximum 3,000 cubic feet 
per second Thu Kharkhuh, I think, discharges between 1,000 cubic feet per second 
in low supply, :md 00,000 cubic feet per second in flood- 

The canal will In.; [provided with a strong Tegulutitig bead built on the reef, 

Thu datiinatea have been made by Btorrs, and work out as follows :— 


Dam— 

M^otiry, |ji 'i\fHMi cubic fu<'l :it IjO (Hir 100 - - 

K itching, 185,000 „ ,, 

Ec^tlnLinn, 400 (-npiare fwt „ 2(3 ,, per square foot 

Earthwork, ,%UOO,OOD culiie feutat 20 nipeea per 1,000 
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Rock ti!it;:iL r . 10,00'.i culm 1 feet rct to rupcua per 100 
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I'jn'Elauhrt;, 250,000 cubic ftiei at 20 rupee* |jcr 1,000 
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The canal will cross a long, dean abandoned bed of the river near tha middle of 
its course. I should propose letting the canal eilt this up for the early years of its 
existence, and save worry with silt lower down until the agriculturists arc well 
established and better able to look after themselves. 

The stuff needed to execute the works I have proposed will be veiy modest. An 
officer of Storre’s experience, with one European, and two Indian subordinates of proved 
honesty, could accomplish all that ie necessary. 

The Arabs will utilise the existing canal system down stream of Kut Nahf Hashim, 
and dig new watercourses for themselves. This is Sheikh Kitazal'e idea, and is the 
same ua that emitted by every Arab in Mesopotamia I have met. 

The canal* discharging 1 mbween 50(3 cubic feet per second us a minimum in 
September and 3,000 as a maximum in March and April, should lie capable of irrigating 
100,000 acres in winter and 100,000 in summer. 

The winter crops will be wheat, barley, and beans, while the summer crops will be 
cotton, rice, Indian com, and sesame, Date trees will be planted everywhere as soon 
ns perennial water is provided. 

The sheikh should count on a revenue of 20,0000 per annum as a minimum. 


[4179] No. 174. 

Sir O- Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 5.) 

(No, 45.) En cldir. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran* February 5, 1910. 

GOVERNMENT forces routed Rahim Khan ; latter tied towards Russian frontier, 
Shahsevaxte are apparently leaving Rahim in lurch, and several of their chiefs are 
negotiating for submission. 

(St. Petersburg!! informed.) 


[4199] No. 175. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 5.) 

(No. 40.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 5, 1910. 

TELEG H:\ PJ IS. Please refer in your despatch No. 77 of 1907. 

It scorns from Jus minute that Kirk is aware of an agreement whereby, in the 
oveni of the Indo-European Telegraph Department not. obtaining a renewal of the 
concession, die control of the ' T o bran-Rash iro lino lapses to the Iiido Company. 

I am unable to trace such agreement, anti Barker cannot give mo any information, 
t hesitate to approach die Indo Company. Can Kirk furnish me with details ? 

Please refer to Grunt Dulfs No. 173 of the 22nd June, 1900. 

In view of the early submission of the Arahietan convention to the Medjlks, 1 
should wish, if possible, to refer the Persian Government to the agreement to which 
Kirk alludes. 


[3295] No, 17(5. 

Foreign Office to Manchester Chamber oj Commerce. 

Sir, Foreign Office t February 5, 1310. 

i AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2Sth ultimo, enquiring whether lie h now in a position to furnish 
in forma i ion as to the proposals laid before him by your chamber on the 14th September 
last relative to the provision of guards for the protection of trade on the roads of 
Southern Persia. 

I am to inform you in reply that, owing to the many political considerations by 
which the settlement of this question is complicated, it hos not vet been possible to 
[1704] 2 G 
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arrive at a decision^ and that Sir E. Grey has at present no further information to 

furnish with regard to it. „ . 

I am, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[3965] No .^ 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Perslan Oil Company* 

g( r Foreign Office, February 5, 1910. 

I AM directed by -Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant, rotative to the delivery to the Rakbtiari khans of the shares 
In the First Exploitation and Bakhtferi Oil Company assigned to them under tbe 

agreement of the 15th November* 1905. t « 

I am to inform you, in r«>ly, that on the receipt of your communication oir L. 
GrCy addressed ft telegram to His Majesty's Minister at iehran stating the reason for 
the objection of your company to the immediate delivery of these shares to the khans, 
and enquiring whether he had any information as to the reported desire of those ehiem 
to dispose of their shares, to which transaction your com puny were strongly opposed. 

Sir E. Grey lias now received a telegram from Sir G. Barclay stating that, even if 
your company object to the delivery to the khans of their shares till the oil 1ms passed 
through tlio pipes, it would still be desirable that His Majesty's consul at Ahwiz 
should lie ma|e the channel of delivery of the shares when the time comes tor those to 

be handed over, , . . 

] am accordingly to enquire whether your company would see any objection to 

giving an undertaking to this effect, 

I am, &o. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[4211] No. 178. 

Sir (1. Barclay la Sir Hihaard, Grey .—(/ieceiecS February 6.) 

(No, 43.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February U. 1910. 

I HAVE' received following telegram from 11 is Majesty^ acting consnl-genenil at 
Tabrcea 

tiahmi Khan has, (ifoverhpi-General informs me, crossed llussian frontier, together 

with 1O0 families* _ _ , * , 

In ant iri pall on of lids event, Viceroy taul given in $t.ructions that the rebel ebiet 
ami his' followers should be; conveyed to I Lie interior of the Caucasus, at lev being 
disarmed. 


[4212] 


No. 179, 


Tehran t February 6, 1910. 


Sir 0, Barclay to Sir Edward Gray,—(Received February G.) 

(No, 49.) 

(Telegraphic.) I\ 

W IT Him A \V A L of R ussitm troops. 

In ihc Mnljliss yesterday, for the It ret time, ihe quest! off of the presen® of Russian 
tthopftiit Persia was raised m 6peh scanlon. A heated debate ensued, and a vote of 
censuro was adopted against the Minister for Foreign Affairs, rvho has Since re.sigp.gci 
his jmsitiou in the CcilmioL Question of Russian troops waa probably chosen by the 
advanced party of Nationalists, who hut! long derided, for various reasons, to rid 
IhomSL'Iws of Minister for Foreign Affaire, as the occasion for actions in order to add 


increased force to the l I union si ration against the troops, , 

In meordance with (he wishes of the House ihe Government would,, the rrurtp 
Minister auiumueed after the vote of con'bure, now Lake energetic uleps in order to 
bring about the withdrawal of Russian troops from Persia- U is thought ilmi this 
means (hat the Pardnn Government will proas my Russian cblloaguo fora categorical 
pronouncement with regard to tlio object and' duration of their stay, and will 
subsequently protest to Ilia two Powers against their presence. 
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[4413] ■ No, ISO. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—{Received February 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 7, 1910. 

vterEDRAWAL of Russian troops. 

Please refer to ultimate paragraph of my telegram No. 49 of the Gth February, _ 

M. Poklewski, I understand, is suggesting to his Government that if the I erainn 
Government make the inquiry which is expected, the reply should he given that the 
moment is not opportune for the withdrawal of Russian troops. 

The circumstances of the dismissal of the Minister for foreign Affairs have a good 
deal annoyed my Russian col league. This action of the Medjlisa will, I gather, be 
likelv to make the Russian Government more unwilling than ever to facilitate the 
proposed joint advance to Persian Government. 


[4478] No. 181. 

S-ir G, Barclay to SB Edward Grey.*—(Received February 7,) 

(Telegrapliio.) P. Tehran, February 7,1910. 

RAHIM KHAN. , , 

In continuation of iny telegram No. 4S of the 6th February, L have the honour to 
report that the application of the Persian Goverment for the delivery of Rahim Khan 
has been refused by the Russian Govern men t. 

This decision, wldeb the Persian Government regard as robbing them or (he full 
spoils of victory, has been received most unwillingly. , 

The Caucasus author]ties lo whom Rahim Kluui has been entrusted will, it is to 
be hoped, keep this arch scoundrel under strict supervision. 


[44761 


No. 182. 


Sir A . Elcolson to Sir Edward Grey ,—(heceqwd February 7.) 

(Teiegraphic.) W St. PtferHbnrgh, February 7> 1910. 

f l iSaKN from M. Isvobky that ho has received a note from the Perm*, 
ch&rgi d'affaires requesting, on behalf of the Persian Government* the extradition of 
Ualiun Kbim, The Russum Government will naturally tdbm to. comply with this 
request* Iirnl it Ik a pity that it should have been made by tbe Persian uov|Ant. 
Tbu Russian Government have caused llublm to be sent northwards into the Ojuicasua, 
ami they will decide on his ultimate fate alter an enquiry has been held into bis past 
dectR As it is possible that further fugitives may attempt, to p&aa into Russian 
territory, measurcf? are being taken on the Iron tier t-o prevent them. 


[4477] 


No. 183, 


Si. Petcrahurjjjfh) February 7, L910. 


Sir A , ARerdsmt to Sir Edward Grey .— {liter.Bed February 7.) 

(No, 51.) 

(Telegraphic*) T\ 

[ 1 E ! IS l A N Mor lj liss a ud t!io I iu&shi i t r< jo \ is, 

M. Isvolsky, to whom ! spoke this afternoon on the Kuhjrct of the proceedings in 
the McdjlisK, treated the matter morn calmly than 1 bad expected; Uv regarded 'huso 
proceed lugs as imparl muni. ami extremely IWlish. M. Isvolsky said that in view of the 
iiuit-thut Rahim Khan hud been dedsivdy defeated, and that no further danger trt#d 
\ M > HH.tj.cipat.ed from that quarter, he had just inudu up bin mind to iVuum proposal, ibr 
aubmissiou to the committee which k to muut next- Tlinvwlay* for the withdrawal of the 
Russian troops, or at least for the reduction of their number* Any action in this 
lIIi, , j, .m, however, hod* uf uoui'se, been rendered most difficult by. tbe proceedings of the 
M,fljb,s, Ibr Russia, if aim reduced or withdrew her troops, would appear tu be giving 
way to Rend urn threats* 
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I remarked that I presumed that Russia's decision with regard to a money advance 
would not bo influenced in any way by the proceedings of the Persian Aiffiembly, and, 
to my satisfaction, M. Isvolsky replied that the question of an advance must be 
considered on its own merits, and was quite distinct from the other. 


[ 4212 ] No, m. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 2G*) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, February 7, 1910, 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia. 

Though Ills. Majesty's Government feel perfectly confident that tho Russian. 
Government will not fail to fulfil their promises with regard to the withdrawal of their 
troops, and though wo sympathise with the wish of the Persian Government for their 
withdrawal, this object would not in our opinion be best gained by addressing a protest 
to the Russian (hwemmexit. You should inform the Persian Government of our views. 
Reference ig to your telegram No, 49 of 6th February. 


[4199] No. 185. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 7 y 1910. 

WITH reference to Kir A. GodWs letter of the Stb May, 1907, relative to the 
renewal of the Jndo Fiiropeai! Telegraph Department* contracts in Buraia, I am 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward (trey to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram 
from Elis Majesty's Minister at Tehran ® requesting to be supplied with particulars of 
an agreenifflat stated by rEie director in-chief of the department to have been concluded 
by ihc Persian Government with the Iiido-Em'opean Telegraph Company, by virtue of 
which the fort tier are bound to hand over to the latter, wuhout compensation, the 
Tohran-Bushire telegraph in the event of the convention of 1872 regarding that line 
not beingltenewod beyond 1925* 

I am to state that the archives of this department appear to contain no record of 
such rui agreement between the Persian (iovemmnit and the company, and to request 
that, should V'iscumiL Mprley see no objection, Mr. Kirk may he asked to funiish the 
explanation desired by Sir (T Eardhy. 

I am to add, tliur Mr. Grant Duiflk despatch No, 173 of the 22nd June, I90G, 
referred to in this telegram, may be found in li Afiairs of Persia," part 7, July- 
Scptember, 190U+ p. 23. 

I am, Ac, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[4056] No* m 

Foreign Office to India Office, 

Sir, MW Office, February 7, 1910, 

AM directed by Sacrethry Sir Edward t rrey to inform you that on the receipt 
of your letter of the 2 ClIi ultimo relative to the survey of a part of South-Western, 
Parsia which the Anglo-Persian nil Company are about to undertake, ha caused a 
letter tii be addressed to tfia coiapaayi saqxurujg wfiethor the instructions given to 
Mr. Scott to procure all equipment, An., in India, wen in accordance with their wishes, 
l am to transmit to you herewith copy of the reply of Hie company,f from which it 
appears that, in lho circumstances, those instructions are considered by them 
satisfactory, but that, in case of doubt, they are willing to telegraph more precise 
instructions for Lite use of Mr. Scott. 

I am Lo Mate that, in view of the fhei slated in your letter of the 2nd instant, of 
which the company have now been informed, that Mr* Scott intended lo leave Bombay 


* No, 17k 


t No, 169* 
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tor Mcjlminmerah on the 4th instant, it appears to Sir E* Grey that it is unnecessary and 
indeed impossible to take any action on the company's lettcT* 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


•4093] No. 187* 

Foreign Offiice to Anglo-Pmian Oil Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 7 n 1910. 

WITH further inference to your Uttar of the 2nd instant, relative to the sharffl 
assigned to the Bakhtiuri khans in the First Exploitation and Bakhtiuri Oil Companies, 
i am directed by ScCHitary Sir \'A ward Grey to inform you Hint he lias received a 
telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran reporting that he is positively assured 
that Mr. Mnud.cc Blake, who recently visited Tehran with the intention of acquiring, 
on behalf of a British fi nauciter, the mter^st of the Poraiau Government in the so-callod 
“ O'Arcy concession,” had no dealing^ with tbo chiefs during lus stay at that capital, 
and that the latter have no desire to sail their shares* 

Before loavitfg for England on the 7th January Mr* Blake informed Sir G. Barclay 
that lie had accomplished nothing, 

1 am, Lc. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[3727 ] No. 188* 

Foreign Office to Mr, T. U\ Sir at ford. Andrews* 

Sir, Foreign Office, Fcbnmry 7, 1910. 

WITH roferenen Lo your hitter of the 9th November, relative to the formation 
of a (imincial group connected with the Indo-European Telegraph Company for the 
improvement of connliunienlions between Buuder Abbas and Kerrnan, L am dtrocia< 1 
by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that lie is carefully considering the 
matter in gonsultation with the Secretary of State for India and His Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran* 

In the: meanwhile. Sir II. Grey notes that tEio present munition ol the promoters 
of the enterprise is merely to forma syndicate for the purpose of sending an engineer 
to make u survey of the country between liundor Abbas and Kerman* 

As regards this proposal, Sir E. Grey would observe that at the present moment 
the country in be surveyed is particularly unsafe, as ihe ordinary dangers of the road 
are aggravated by Lite presence- of Afghan gmi-rtmnera, who are likely to be particularly 
vindictive this year oil account of the severity of t|j& measures which His Majesty's 
Govern men t are taking for tho suppression of the arms traffic. The engineer selected 
by iho syndicate would then, !'-.ire have to be accompanied by a strung escort, which the 
Persian t loveriinuml are at this moment in no position to supply, 

l am, Ac* 

LOUIS MALLET* 


[4619] No. 189. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, — (Receive# February 8*) 

(No. 52.) 

nV-lvgruphicj P* Tehran, February S, 1910. 

ilAULM KHAN. 

in continual ion of my iiimicdiately preceding Integrum of the 7di K hrnnry, I haw 
the honour to report that 1 have urged Upon M. RMewaki the duwimbilily that any 
illgoiii ‘11 properly which Uuliim Khun may have carried ell with him should be 
fimil-cated. Russian Minister informs me that lie has Hubmiltud the matter to 
Si. Enters burgh. 

L17MJ 2 V 
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It is said that rebel chief transported tbo greater part of his movable property, 
which consists principally of plundered merchandise, into Russian territory* Please 
refer to your tel^ram No, 6, Commercial, l DOS. Oastdti'a carpels are not improbably 
amongst tins loot. Lloyds, I believe, are interested in this as well as iu oilier of his 
manifold robberies. 


[4620] No. m , 

Sir G\ liar clay to S ir Edward ('ret;,—(Received February 8.) 

I No. 53*) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Teh ran, February 8. 1010. 

RAHIM KHAN* 

Please refer to my telegram No. 52 of tend ay’s date. 1 have received a telegram 
hum His Majesty's acting eonsuLgpncml at Tnbrcez reporting that the hWhn 
intent ions, with regard to the rebel chief are causing some anxiety iu Tiibreez* Rahim 
.Khan, he adds, will be able to stir up unrest in Azerbaijan If lie is not removed far 
from the frontier and prevented from entering on intrigues. 


[4621] No. 191* 

Sir (1. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 

(No. 5#) R. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February S, 1010. 

YOUR telegram No. 20 [of 7th February : Russian troops iu Persia], 

This afternoon I have made verbal commmucmicm, as instructed, to Prime 
Minister, who thanked me, but said that be had already instructed their representatives 
at London and St. Petereburgh in represent to (ho two Governments that presence of 
Russian troop* was paralysing the Government, and to urge that Russia should fullil 
her promise us Eo their withdrawal, 

I have informed Russian Minister of my comimniicatioh and of Prime Minister’s 
reply. My Russian colb-agim wits somewhat exercised by tenor of Ibriricr.as he fears that 
it may stiffen Persian i luvurnimuil., Strange as it may appear, in view of dm report of tin; 
Prime Minister to me, Russian Minister giiys dial Prime Minisler this morning bad 
^pressed to him through a third party his regret at the action of the MedjlLy, and 
further tntjmoled a desire to make reparation by giving Russia satisfaction In various 
outstanding coses. 

Possibly ymi might I hil t k il well in reply to forilieoming representation of the* 
Persia]i Minister to recommend conciliatory attitude. 


[4669J No. m 

Angh-Perairtn OH L r om/tt$y to Foreign 0j)k e .—•(Rwriccd February 6.) 

RbwtJiesfer Houne, Old Brand St-revl, Loudon, 
Sir, February S, 1010, 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your favour of Um Eat Instant, and to thank you 
for jiiissi i ig on Sir K, Greris nxpres&mji of opinion ns to the measure of assistance 
which our jj.ta.IT in Penaiti may look lor from llis Majeaty's enpul at Ahwna in the event 
of further dita urLiheeii, 

I mu passing on u copy id'your leltev tn «Ur agents in Persia, and have no doubt 
that tin exjiLnwlimi* giv.m will lie coiuplHeU Nilisliictoiy to them, us they make 
puHei'llv of i tv the rNti-nt of ! hi' respi ms! bilRv ol Mis Rrilsimiie Majesty’s consul* 

With regard to I he bohHiciid olivet of Lieuienunl Ranking 'h rne^-ugo to the khans 
in bringing rd Mint a seUlunmut of ibu recent troubles, a rid Sir K, Grey's confidence in 
Litujteinjmi Rank Riga mpacity and willingm^ bp loud help, l muy add tliut 1 am m 
com plot m accord with Sir E. Grey's opinion, 

1 have, &e* 

C. GIlLkN WAY, Mumujtuy Director. 
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[4674] No* 193. 

Anglo-Perttian Oil Company to Foreign Q like.—(Received February 9.) 

ir-wicJiCffitfr House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 8, 1910. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt oF your letter of the 3rd instant 
advising that Mr. Scott, with two surveyors and six followers, intended embarking at 
Bombay for Mohammciah on the Ith in stunt, which information I duly passed on by 
wire to our Persian agents. 

I have, Ac. 

C. GREEN WAY, Managing Director. 


[4658] No. 194, 

(Sir. G . Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 9.) 

(No. 5f>,) 

(Telegraphic*) P. Tehran, February 9 t 1910. 

RAHIM KHAN. 

With reference to Sir A. Nkudson’s telegram No. 00 of the i tli February, the 
request on the part of the Persian Government for the extradition of Rahim Khan was 
Cfiriaiidy uufortimule, for the frieiion between the Russian and Persian (lovmunents 
must be increased by the request and by the refusal with which it lias mot. This 
action on the part of the Persian Government may not, however, have been entirely 
unreasonable. Please see MertMePs treaties of Persia, p. 133. 

I use the words u may not,'" since it is possible that Rahim Khan was in ] ^session, 
of a tribal passport, which does not require to ho renewed each time the frontier is 
crossed. 


[4733] No* 195, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Reheard Grey,—(Received February 9,) 

(No* 57.) 

(Telegraphic.) P* Tehran, February 9, 1910. 

WITHDRAWAL of Russian troops* 

Jii continuation of my telegram No. o-l of the 8th February* M. Poklewski is 
greatly relieved, as he sees no indication of a change in the attirudu of die Prune 
Minister* who still continues to promise settlement of Home ontstanding Russian oases 
since our communication to him* 


[4745] No 196. 

Sir :l, xiaohon to Sir Edicard Grey.—{ Received February 10.) 

(No* TL) 

gl r SL Petersburyh, Fehruary 6, 1910* 

THE 11 Hubs , 11 an advanced Liberal paper, takes the ' L Daily News” to task for an 
appeal, windi apparently uppeared in the cplmnnH of the kirer paper* fur a jjmtest 
against the presence of Russian troops in Persia. Tilt “Russ' 1 states that its mvii 
vtews on armed intcmuithm in the internal uthiirs of Persia are well known, but it iu 
nimble to uiideretund, the upjKid of t lie ** Daily News.” If it hr n pretest against the 
Dinting or dispatch of Lm ips into Persia, iu sill y eircmnStuncis whatever, the ' L Ross" 
asks tbs writer of the appeal to consider tlm exp' dUion which was landed from the 
“ Uyadnili" ami the “ [[urdiugC," and, idler si march ofuvor sovun biuu-s, uttackud and 
destroyed a dopfll bfarms. Ruslan trijdpfl oii everir emi$ibn wore dbpitl^hed for this 

pruteetiun uf bib, whereas there is not a pari sole of evidence or, indeed, any pretence 
Hint- ibis was the motive for the landing p:.rt.k l H from the ubo\a.M non tinned ships, 
Russia and Kuglaud tire bnund l>y u Hpceird agrijemotit on ^uustn ns of tin: Middle Fast, 
and i be i4 Russ" emsidej's that tlie hitflroftU of both Coalitrins demand that. Die action 
of lluKsiA or of England, within the limits of tliis ngraemunt, sljiall not b« judged in %. 
one-sided manner b> uither side. It is not pumdsHiiiln that lEussiun troops should 

















interfere in the internal tpiarrdg of Pei'sla, and support one party against the othei , but 
iiliS(i]ut« assardiv, which thu ex-Shah knew how to create lias, votens, con)|jdkd 

Russia to safeguard her real intents by arixted force in territory where no other 
authority is recognised, 

I have, &c, 

A, N1COLSOK. 


[4769] No. 197. 

Indio Oficd to Foreign Office.—(Received February 10.) 

Sir t India Ofthe, Fdtrnanj 9, 1910. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 2ath January, 1910,'w* to the pet^culon of 
Ism-nib i u X=>i-1:li -1"! is! Persia at the iiwtigatioii of the orthodox Malioimiinedan clergy, I, 
am directed to info mi vou that Viscount Morley concurs id Sir E, Greys proposal that 
the stefwi taken in Llie matter of His M tjj&tv’s Minister at Tehran should be approved, 
and that Sir (h St,relay should bo instructed to inform the Persian Government that 
His Majesty’s Government attach groat importance to the punishment of the guilty 
parties, 

[ am* &c. 

m RLTCHIE, 


[4795] No. m. 

Mr. T. W* SttvJ-ford-Andrcws to Fortiiyn Ofliec.—(liceeivcd February 10.) 

Sir, IS, Old Brood Street* London, February 9, 1910. 

I AM much £>1 1 1i £<id for your letter of thu 7T,h iusta11 1 , ruid imlu that Sir Eclward 
Grey is in a:iusnltatron with t.hu Secretary of State lor India and I Jim Majesty a 

Minwtor at Telm.. tlifj subject id tlm UnpmoiiMtit of conmuiiiicadona between 

Lhimh-r Abbas and Kciman. 

Linking at the unsullied h tate of Southern Persia, it would appear to be mexpediant 

to send an engineer to survey the enmity at present. 

I will place yotir letter belbro those interested in the promotion of tlm enterprise 
above relorieil to at the earliest pOSsibU date. 

Lam, &c, 

T. W. STHATFORD-ANDllEWS. 


'Tehran, February 10, 1910. 


[4318] No + 199, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February HI) 

(% 58,) 

(Telegraphic,) P, 

Ztl.-ES-SlTbTAN. . . \t in t i 

It had been brought lo my notice before receipt of your telegram Iso. 19 of the 
2Gth January llial in onW to prevent Bciftnre of property family of die Xibes-Suhan 
mtended to take bast. 1 therefore reminded His MajcrityV cohsul at Ispahan that the 
Ed had forfeited his right to our protection by the disregard he hud paid to our advice. 
M. Poklevvski also sent instruct,ions to his consul to relpam from iiuorvonlioii. _ 

Roth my Russian colleague mid 1 agree that it would be useless W take imofhctal 

<l ' "’ihe failure of the ZW Lo meet promissory note for 200,000 tomans, which waft 
es true led from him in addition lo the UK),000 ioniums. which he paid down as ransom 
in September last, is I he reason for (Ids decision to seize property. 
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[4836] No. m 

Sir G T . Barclay to Sir Edward (Jreyr—(Reecioed February 10.) 

(No, 00;) 

iTelc^^blde.) P. Tehran, February 10, 1910. 

VV1TI 11)11 A1VAL of Russian troops. 

I have the honour to report Hint J received this afternboji a visit From the Minister 
of the Interior. 

He came to inform me that the. agitation against. Riisai.au troops had only beeu 
stifled by representing their protractedIti the moat favourable light, but since the 
fiaal defeat of Rahim Khan their presence could not be defended, and Ik feared that 
the hostile feeliugvwouhl increase, rein luring the resignation of the Cabinet inevitable: 
In reply f 1 strongly dissuaded him froma decision, and I further repeated lo him 
message cumainedin your telegram No, 29 of the Till Ecbnmry* adding a recoin meuda- 
lion that el conciliatory attitude shoe hi be shown in the cases being pressed by my 
Russian colleague* 

The continued presence of Russian troops, the asylum given, in violation of tba 
convention of 1311, to the rebel el do i (Sntdur Assad declared that Rahim Klum had 
never been granted a iribal passport), the exaggerated maimer in which agents of 
Persian Government asserted the privileges of bast and of Russian protection at the 
expense of the authority of the Government were. Minister of Interior asserted, proofs 
of Russian "hostility M ofAvliich he spoke bitterly. I often urge M. Foklewski to \m 
mode rath in on this last point, but not always successfully, 

lA>rsi|u Government, in communicEiting with my Russian colleague, have only 
referred in ji private letter to the convention of 1841. As Russian Government would 
probably Jmd it hard lo reply on this point this is strange. 


[4610] No. 201. 

Sir Edivard drey to Sir A. Nimhatu 

(No, 73.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ^ Foveitjn Ut\iee, February ll>, 19in r 

YOU shuuld inform M, lsvolsky of re|inrt in last paragm]>h of Sir G. Barckv's 
loleyfLtin No* S2 of the 8th l'ebrumy cmwerning Rahim Khrm, and rerpluftt him to 
ascertain whether the latter on entering Russian t&riton iasmgliL with him any 
plunder I'roiu Persia. 


L4925J No. 202, 

Anylo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Dyke.— (Iicariecd February 11.) 

1 \ niehextcr /Old Broad Street, London, 
p, ^ February 10, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledg" receipt of your IcttiTs of the 5th and 7th 

lei slant. 

I uutu that a telugrum, as suggested in my letter of the Sud instant, was addressed 
to His Majesty’s Mi abler ut Tehran, and that in reply Sir George Rarclay Jms 
advised— 

1, That Mr. Maurb' Blake, who reccuilv v tailed Tel i ran with the in ten lion of 
an piiring on be! mlf of a British hi tsi r icier the interns! in the IT Arty coiil-c^cii had no 
dun tings with l he Ibkhtiari khans during his slay at (hat capital; 

2. That the khans have no desire to sell I heir shares ; 

ib Thai Mr. U1 dvc tulbrmed Sir George Barclay botbi'e leaving for England that he 
had accomplished nothing. 

These items of information are all very gatblkctory, and I have to thunk you* on 
behalf of m> Liard, for the trouble you have taken in duaiiug up the position in regard 
to the khans' reported desire to dispose of their ah ares, 

As legat'd-H Sir Gemge IkireluyV e.xpiVriftUJii m| <Kiiv that when the time for 
del Every eiimoa His Majesty's consul at Ahwrm should hi- mude ihc chnimel of h delivery 
of (he shares ta the khans, 1 have to hi ite that this voimwitjv ^vill bu vury pleaned to 

[m\] 2 I. 
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Eiva.il themselves of the consul's good offices in this matter. But as ti will help to 
maintain the position of our agents and fields manager nVd-t??* the khans, and better 
enable them to discuss and settle with the latter any of the email fliftimis not 
neeeesitatinj .official interviews which miiy here^lter arise; we thmk it desirable that 
our agents and fields manager should be present it tin? time 'of delivery, >-(■■< we would 
fliiggtkt that a nisei i e n■■ be called ol which His Majesty a consul, the klnwh and our 
representatives shall he present, and that at tills mfti^g our represonuitives shall 
hand the shares to J.iis Majesty 'a consul, and he in turn hand thorn over to the khans. 

1 have, dsfc 

Ch GREEN W AY. Managing Director, 


[4956] No. 203^ 

Hi r a Barclay to Sir Mtunrd Grey{Rewired February IL) 

(No + G2. Very Confidential.) 

(Teh graphic,,) Wi Mmjsro, ffeppuary l I r lJIU. 

PLEASE refer to iny telegram No. 00 nr the J0i.li V chntary. 

The Persian < ioviiranmiit are,! fuel, being slowly driveti to tb spore turn b\ itw 
lino that Russia is pursuing, add 1 believe lityl ihfxe is a danger of Iky Uibmet 
tendering its rnsiignalhjiq ;i stop which might again bring aboyt nkfml-ic: coiiditurns. 

The iliree muni fe&Uitidns of hostility cited by ihe Minister of the Interior and 
Russia's pvi>erriMl.ination with rngjanl U* She join' advance are eases m point, ino 
manlier in which M. Rokkwidu imbrprds (he rights of bast am! ol Russian protection 
BUggefits li |ii ill y r ul pm]tricks ; indeed,, i m mlitilths as present assumed b> bus^ia is 
open to the iroiiHlrnetion which is placed upon it by lVi'shins oil having the embarrassment 

of the (i overall mill. fur iu object. „ 

Hu fur. I have not spnkSii to my Russian colleague a hunt the visit ol the .Minister 
of the Interior; I defer d<diig so until I learn whether you intend to late steps at 
St. I Vtersljurgli. l should like one day's notice before [ broach the subject. to 
M» Poklewski. 


[4957! Surm. 

StrG, Barclay to Sir Edward Li raj ,-—(7 A'cc irrd. Feb mart} 11,) 

CTctdwtlii.-.) 1’. . mrnn ^mry 11, 1010. . 

1 AM informed by Minister of flic Interior tliftt tsipabdar Ims tohdoied ins 
resiL.nat jisjj as Prime Minister; Regent will pi'idxddv refuse to uecepl. 1(, Ministi i 11 
the liKerlor added. 


1.5007! 


N lo. 205, 

iutfui ofiive t<* Foreign Derived February 12.) 


^ j r a hiili a ( hike, h 'eh r ii a ry 11 . If) 11l 

IN reply tb your letter dated the 7 th lb. hr nary, ItTlO, for w aiding copy of a 
tolemuni Irmii Ills Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, in which enquiry is HiimJo rm to 

, m ... tieiwren the l'eidan Government and the l ik1o4£ii repeal. lelcgiuph 

OHiipinv respiring thu Tehran Hus! lire telegraph lino, I am direcled U- enclose 
herewith eoju i.r .i la-ieon ihesulijecl by the diivcl.iu-Lii-e.aie1, Indo-European Telegraph 
bunarliiuait, giving ttie uitbriiiathm (hr which Bii tb Barclay asks. 

.1 am, Au 

11. RITCHIE. 


HNHH 


Enclosure 1 in No, 205. 

Note hy thr, Director-m-Chkf of the. Indo-European Telegraph Department* 

i PUT Up a copy nf the agreement-, dated the 12th Augusts 1882, between the 
EersLin Govermncut mid the lutlo-Eurnpenti T'degrapli Gpmpfthy. By article S of tlds 
figrcenieiit the d\ hran-Hustiire line is to he handed back to die company on the 
CSf lira don of the treaty ■ if rho Mind Itccembtay 157‘Jy between tho Persian Government 
and the British Gnvei nmeitt, unless this treaty is nmowed. Ttie treaty has been 
Tvhijwcil under all agreemem. dated tin- 7th Jnmairy, 1892. fov a pericul ending the 
3 Vsl January, l!)2:k In the meantiim ihe compnuy have obtained the renewal of their 
i> .i he concessions to lf)-So, and (lus would gfs'i. 1 (hem Llai right to take over the 
T\ hmu-Bushire line iftSie British concession tor the line is ended in 192,1. 

H. A, KIItK. 

February 9, 1910. 

Enclosuivs 2 in No. 205. 

A<ft'ei n\nil befuven the Persian Gorernment and ihe Indo-Etiropean Telegraph Company* 

Copy of Dcnnrtd of GpmcxHimi of I86S to January 31,. 19.05- 

(Sealed V>y Persian Foreign Office, Telnvug and signed Ijv T. 1J. Nelaon.-on bdiult of ilie 

Telegraph f'onipfluy on August 12, 1.882,} 

LE Gouvernemerit- I mj)6rml perman, ay ant [iris en consi<lbration la demande de la 
C'liTipagnie tulcgrapiiiipie indu-europot:ime mi sujet de k prolongation de ccs conccssioqft 
en Perse; lea di^es coieessbns aont modifiers et renouvekes con for moment anx clauses 
et eondir.ions suivantes ;— 

Article IT La dunk des ooncessibiqja du UjanvicT, 1BG3, et du £4 mai, EBGb, Fiat 
prohmgde jusqifau 31 jauvier, 1905. 

Art. 'Z. Li- Gouvmoment pem;m a doji pur la concession du :M mai, 1809, eddd 
ultx con cession nairert aetucls pour 1st jicriddb corn jj rise untre le l ,r jruivier, lB70 t et 
Vexptrut^n-du tTnitd du 23 nbvemlirfg l|fS5, tons ks droits que ce traits lui n dcfmida 

ou Lpje !o renouvrllo .. de ce Lraitc pourmit lui donner encore sur les rccettes 

pruvenunt dua dupAt-hes dt Linusmil Lratisini^ Slir k ligue 'leliyrrin-Houdiire et le 
GouverJiCnieut nuglaka approuvu cet annngenitmi, aucpiel il a adhtfrti par le tUftjtiS du 

2 d.jiribra, t872. £k cteesion de ces cecetteu eat proleugee par k prdHento 

ConveEUion jusqiiku 31 junvier, 19U1. 

Art. 3. A iWpinu.iaii du trait(5 gomdu le 2 d^cembre, 1 B72 f ontre U Gquvcrnu- 
mont persan &t le Gouvernumerit angtnie In Hgne T'i||dnin l^fudiire sipii remise mix 
coiicessionnidrea a itioins quo le Gouvernemeiit ptrsaa no conebie d'ici k avec h 
Gouvedicmeut urujius uno nolivelJe conveuiion an sujet de cetltf ligne xnr len nnhneH 
bases fin mink res, !•*« coni'ensiwiiiidri-s seronl tenus t]'observer touted colics ties, conditions 
tk ,ce tndte tjui aont applicahlea h ime compuguk. 

Art. 4. Les uontiCKsiouimires ae rout dejb engages ii payor uu (iouvernement [ht hii 
pcudruit viEigt-cinq miHplu 1" ievrier. I87U, jiistjuku 31 junvier, 1895) uno redevnu™ 
de 120,00.0 lr, par am ice. cl vu cotkidbratiuii tic la prolongation de mx a ns no&ordde par 
k [jrdsuntft eti 11 cession, les canecssinisnaires conacuteui inainteTiaiit it payer encore au 
Gpuverncmenl per^un uric aonnuc aimudk de 10 , 1)00 ±V. tm outre do 120,000 fr,, dent il 
a tile 11 neat ion ii-flees ns. Cl.! pakment dcvmit comtucnccr St partir du 31 jd^vi^r, 18@2, 
ct conliuuer jtisqu'au 31 jtinvier, 1905, dtir^c do k prolungation etipukc dune 1 article l ff 

Art, f», Les pnragrnpbcM l, 2, 3, 1, 5, 0, 7, B (d"UX aliiu5iis)i 9 (deux alinem*'. 10 
(deux abneas) tie fm ticle 2 du la (joncesaion du 2-1 mai. 18)51). sent. auEitdca. 

Art, G, be paragmphe thud dc Ini' tick U de k wiiCWsiuu du 11 Janvier. 18 (IS, est 
modifiii itiuei qu'd suit j—* 

Kei cue tl’inlerruptioTi du ti) du Gouveniement prrsan pendant plus de vmgt-quEitrc 
h cures \a*s cnnct'SftioiinEiireg so rent tenus du muttra h la flispoeitiori du Gouvernemcrit 
perdu 1 1 li El km (il pendant epuitrc hourcH par jour juftquk oo tpie celui du Gouvcriieineni 
pcrmin xnit rciuis cu hen otat,, ut eek sans avoir droit a, aucun dcdummugenautt. 














ins 


Et gh tas do melange untre le £d pOrsuri cb l'uu ck c<jux i,les couctiStiiouciEUL’es, 1& 
Gou verneoieiifc permiti sera antofistj & se servii dun bon fd iks concession!]aircs pendant 
le dit mdkngfl et poor Jo termo stipule plus bant urn oils d'interfuption. 

Art. 7. Les concent ion nairas ss chargent do prGtor au GouvcmeTuciit peraan autant 
qn f i] sera en lour pouvoir* con^il, surveillance, et assistance pour l‘i natal lutiou de 
iiinjvfiiiux bureaux .mtr le lighe du Gouvernement pcrsari cnfrc TtShtiran ct Djoulfu. 

ToutofoiB les contessiommiroK ne devroul |.mint pour cola avoir ft supporter des fruis 
tifu'. pr>ip' la nmiii-d ioin- - , ■a, soil pour Jo maturiel, soit pour los apparel]**, ni contributor ft 
Fcntretkn des bureaux ainaj installs 

i Art- f 8. A partir do la date do cette concession, les c meess ton rial res do"agent 
lo Gouveriieimmt persan do tom fraia dkn t ratten do son fil Outre 'i^hdran et Djoulfo, 
ol iJs Ibronl. toujours tone leure efforts pour rotnblir la communication an caa d’inteirup- 
tion do co fiL r 

IjU Gouvettiement jnsrsou m retour do cm services procurerajtiu: surveiJlautO et 
jnspecteurs clea conco^flionnaii'eB tonte (auilitb pour I s ]nettre a in&uo de voyager a vac 
Irt plus grande promptitude et le pine de sftrete possible. 

U CJonvcrneiiiunt per&m prcndra imruffiiutement en consideration tputte plaints 
(jiJi 1 Ids coiiCchs ini iiiai E'en pourrenl Em porter an sujot do d^ts do la ligoe lait-s a dcssein, 
ct 1 1 puiiira aijrrgiairenicnl toutc peistmne c.oupabJe d'un 1 1 1 delit, 

AjI.. l). li oat entendu quit partir do la date do cette concession les concession - 
jaurcs an rout droit a im tiers de loutvs ks reouLtos pro vena? it do la proportion peraaao 
1“ dea dispCsfbea duaiitiLut do la Bectiuii pejsiiijo de In ligne deo coiicesaionnairea 
et- eel wit i goes avw: 1 [tiimjpo, le Gim^emetJiCra pi-reari so rosorvam. les deux auiras tiers 
de ces rosettes* 

Art. ]a Los eomptea relsitifa aux ausdiies dop Aches doiveut cl re communiques de 
part itt il iiutiB'anftUrlleiaeiit, comma e’&sfc do jit st.aLub par la c^uc|ffiiiin du LI fdiiyiar, 
pour Ji's itulro-' comp tea isritn- k Gouvcnicjhicm porsau et ks eotteesator j naji-es, ot i 
conc&ssion Jea poncesaibniidiMj«lie reclnmeront auoun jntdrdt sur lea aommos qui ppuiraient 
lour rest u? duos jiihipi h 1'e.vpiration d'une anitiie a pros la present ati.in de ecs comptes 
P ir J 1 '-’ cdticnissiponuires, A partir do cu tenae ks concessionauires auront droit a 
j'iut^rdt tie (i pour cenL 

j\rt. 11. Avjirit respiration de ta pr|seute concesHton (cbst^lire ay ant ie 
i rr levvier, MaJai ks a»iiwcmicvtir j aires et Jo GouvernK^iit person devront sotiiotidre 
mir bs eorailt-ions d’tin noureau euntiut pour FrxploitatioEi de kur Jlguo, lauto de quoi la 
lignin deviondm a Cette dnte la pmpridt^ du (iouvmienient jKirean aux conditions 
st-ipukes dans Jea aHiretiaioMa antds kures uotLLellciiitJtit en viguenr. 

^ rt . E -- Tou tow Jus eb#s;eii dea con(b^igns du 11 j aimer, ISf>8 k et du £4 nmi. 
ISO, cpii ne sonl pus anmikes ou moddidcis jiaij la prison to reatout eu vigueur. 

Fait on double it Tdheran, 1o 12 nout, 1882. 


conaid^riitidn tin? request of 
itkn of these couceesioua in 
conformity u-ifch the Following 


(Tcai in bit ion.) 

SJie Tmpetlnl Pcsrsinu Government haying taken into 
rlie Indo-European Ido^tnph Company, on tbe projiingii 
Ib-rsiu. the sniff concejasioiia sire modified and renewed in c 
emu.iilions and clauses:- - 

Amek I. The period of the concessions of the J Itlj January, and uf the 

2-Itli Altiy, L=SGy, sm prolonged to the HUt January, Utt)5. 

Art-. 2. I he i''■?■-iui■ thivorumtuil bas already, by the concession of the 24th May, 
18Gf>, ceded to the actual coneesskunaircs, for the period comprised withiu the 
1st Januarv, 187th umi thu expimtirm of the treaty of the 23rd November, 1365, nil 
thi: rights that thia treaty gives, and that tlie renewal of the treaty can yet give on the 

u Willis on i is- t Nit) emitted .. sent On to tlm Tehran J hud : ire line, und the 

lMiglish i lovernmeiil bus approved of this anvuigjun'-ni, to which It mlltoryd hv 
tin- ireaty of the 2nd I kcend>er, 1872. Thu otjraioii of these same receipts is prolonged 
by the present convent ion uniil the Jlst January, I Mo. ^ 

^Art.Jh (>n the expiration of the treaty of Llie 2nd Dwccinber, LB72, beiweL-n the 
1’oi‘smn tii ivenimi.'nL ami the Englisli (i'jvmimrut h the Tuhriiii-lJu^uru line will be 
banrkd bai'h to ihr roncossEoniijurefi unless the Pemtnn troveruiuGfU conchiilys within 
this ported with rk: hitglisb tb,viM’nnu-(n a now convention respecting this Hnu on the 
Kiuiic hnruiciEil jiasis, ihe inmeesstoiusaires will |je bound to obflCi v all the cotiditions of 
this ti’i'aiy whieli atv igipUcabJo ton com pun >\ 


Art. 4. 1 lie conceesionnairea have already undertaken to pay to the Persian 
Government for twenty-five years (from the 1st February^ 1JB7G, to the 31st January, 
18M) a rental of 120,000 fh per annum, and, in conaideration of the .prolongation, of 
ten years accorded by the present concession, the conceasionnaire-s now consent .to pay 
to the Persian Government an annual sum of 10^000 fi% besides the 120,000 Fr. which is 
referred to above, thk payment to commence from the 31 hit January, 1882, and to 
continue until the Slat January, 1005, being the period of the prolongation stipulated 
in the above article 1, 

Art, a. Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5,6,7, 3 (two paragraphs)* 9 (two paragraphs), 
10 (two paragraphs), of article 2 of the concession of the 24th May, 1809, are 
annulled. 

Ayt. 6. The final paragraph of article 11 of the concession dated the llth January, 

18GS 3 Is modified as follows :—- 

In the event of an interruption to the l J erftkn Government wire of more than 
twenty-four hours, the concessionnaires will place one working (good) wire at- the. 
disposal oi the Persian Government for four hours per diem untu the Persian Govern¬ 
ment wire is restored, and this without a right to a.uy compensation. 

And in the event el contact between the Persian wire and one of those of the 
concdsEiEiHiiiiiircs, the Persian Government will bo authorised to make ukc of one good 
wire ol tins concessionnaires timing the said contact and for the period above stipulated 
in case of interruption* 

Art. 7. The concessionnaires undertake to lend to the Persian Government, in so 
far as lies in their power* advice, super'vision, and assistance for the installation of new 
(dikes on the Persian Govern men t line between Tehran and Julfa. 

But the concessionnaires have not to bear for this any costa either in manual 
labour, nor in material, nor in apparatus* nor contribute towards the maintenance of the 
oIBccb so installed, 

Art, 8, hiom Lite dare of this concession, the concessionmiires free the Persian 
Government ol all costs of maintenance of its wire between Tehran and Julfa, and 
they will always use all their dibits to restore communication in the event of an 
interruption of thk wire. In return for these services the Persian Government 
will obtain, Ibr tap superintendents and inspectors of the donceseiouiiairos, every 
fuci 1!ty to allow them to travel with the greatest promptitude and safety possible. 

1 ho Persian Government will immediately consider any complaint nmdc by the 
CLmreHslonnaireH, of' wilful damage done to the line, and will ernmnarily punish any 
person guilty of such a H ence. 

Art, 9. It is understood that from the date of this concession the con cession nni res 
will be entitled to one-third of all receipts derived iroift the PeraiatL proportion of the 
price of messogee emanating on tlm Persian section of the conceBsiounaires' line and 
exchanged with Europe, the Persian Government reserving to itaelf the two other thirds 
of these receipts, 

Art, 10. The accounts relative to the above messages should be communicated to 
there concerned annually, ass is exacted, by the con cession dated the Llth January, 
1868, (or die other accounts between Ulo Persian Gouernmcnt and the couDessionnuires, 
mid by concession the concessional!ire* will claim no interest on the amounts that 
may remain due, until the Expiration of our year after the submisQitn of the accounts 
by the con cc^hIl urnaEres, from which date the concessiormaires will be entitled to 5 cjtsr 
cent, interest. 

Art. i t. Before the expiration of the present concession (that Eh to say, before the 
1st February, 1005), the CDucegsionnairea and Persian Government should come to 
souie underatarufing us to the conditions of a new contract for ihe working pf their 
lino, failing which the Ihm from that date will become tliE] property of the Persian 
Government on the conditions stipulated in the anteriur cemcession h actually in fops. 

Art. 12. All the clauses in the concessions of the nth January, 1363* and 
24tb May, 1369, which arc not annulled or modified by this present remain in 
force. 

Done in duplicate at Tehran the 12th August, 1332. 
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[5068] No. 206. 

Sir Q. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February IS,) 

(No. 61) 

(Telegraphic.) R* Tehran, February 12, 1010, 

RUSSIAN Minister has given me following details of what lias passed between 
him and Persian Government about troops since fall of Minister for Foreign Affairs 

lie informed Government under instructions that Russia would not withdraw her 
troops under pressure, and that Persian Government must stop agitation against them, 
Ilo afterwards received a private verbal message from Prime Minister, who said ho 
was ready to make any concession, and in return hoped for Russian Minister's good 
offices for withdrawal of troops. Prime Minister added that he would resign i£ 
Mcdjiiss did not adopt more friendly attitude towards Russia, to which my Russian 
colleague replied that he wanted deeds, not. words, and would not even discuss 
privately troops 1 withdrawal until Persian Government proved tlieir good intentions by 
a settlement of certain cases which ho is pressing. 


[ 5069 ] No, 207, 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.^{Received February 12.) 

(No. 65.) 

(Telegraphic,) F* Tehran^ Febi'uary 12, 1910. 

IN continuation of my telegram No, 63 of the 3 1th February, I have the honour 
to report that. Prime Minister has withdrawn his tendered resignation. 


[5063] No, 208. 

Sir A, Niijtdian to Sir Edward Grey. — '{Received February 13.) 

(No. 53.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgli, February IS, 19101 

PROPOSALS of Ills Majesty's Government for ah advance to the Persian Govern- 
meat of 100,000 a by Great Britain and Russia, 

Ah Isvolsky tolls mo that the decision of the committee on Persian affairs was to 
accept our proposals in principle ; but it would be advisable to await the receipt of an 
official intimation in writing, which hia Excellency will send me shortly, as discussion 
may be necessary on some points of detail. 


[4956] No, 209, 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir O. Barclay* 

(No. 28.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Foreign 0$ke t February 12, 1910. 

RUSSIA mid Persia, 

In an hi ter view with Count Renekendoril, 1 ment limed mutter referred to in. your 
telegram No. 52, Very Confidential, of the 11th February and pointed out that main¬ 
tenance of Russian troops in Persia and apparent hopelessness of the financial situation 
might com I hue to bring about resignation of the Persian Government. I said that 
midi a Mtqi wmuM greatly increase the seriousness of the situation. la answer to 
Count Benokendorlffl argument, that attitude of fiiisBtim prose and disturbed condition 
ol Medjiiss precluded i in mediate withdrawal of troops, ns had been originally intended, 
l said eIiili agitation against presence of Russian troops would be restrained and position 

of Persian t Lw eminent improved if the Ahglo-ltiutaiim a dvr.a were immediately 

conceded and a gene rally conciliatory attitude adopted. J. especially said that Russian 
interests would suffer as much as Persian through the chaos which would ensue if die 
present Government wore not maintained. 1, however, made only a passing reference 
to re in^al of Russlfth Govern eh cut to extradite Rahim Khan, and said nothing on the 
subject of M. Poklewsky’s treatment of question of llossgm protection. 

Russian Ambassador said he would refer these views to his Government. 


[47691 


No. 210. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 17.} 

Sd. _ Foreign Office, February 12, 1910. 

t HAVE received your despatch No. 222 of the 27th December Inst, relative to 
the judicial murder at Nishapur of two JamailEs at the instigation of the Mahonnuedan 
clergy, 

1 approve your action in pointing out to the Persian Government the deplorable 
impression which would he produced in thin country if the fyofci of the case became 
known, and in urging the pnnishmenL of the culprits and the dismissal of the governors of 
Darud andNishomir, and I have to request you to take an early opportunity of returning 
to the subject and of stating that His Majesty's Government attach great importance 
to the exemplary punishment of the authors of these outrages. 

I am, &.c. 

E, GREY. 


[5066] No. 211. 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13*) 

(No, 54,) 

(Telegraphic.) R. _ St, Petersburgh, Fehruanj 13,1910, 

I HAVE received following memorandum from Russian Government t— 

N ussian Government are ready to join in immediate advance of 400,0tX)L to Persian 
Government* . I hey agree with His Majesty's Government that advance should not bo 
overloaded with too onerous conditions, and that programme elaborated by two 
Ministers at Tehran could serve as a basis for negotiations with Persian Government, 
They, however, think it necessary that interest on advance should be S per cent* 
E>r at hiast 7 per cent., as former loans bore 9 to 12 per cent, interest, and a 
future external loan could hardly be realise! at less than 7 or S per cent, interest, 
limber, Hussion Government would prefer that advance should in the Jirst place be 
guaranteed on customs revenues, and that mint profits should serve only as a 
supplementary guarantee. I nisi ructions in the above sense have been telegraphed to 
Russian Minister at Tohbp,, who has at the same time been invited to arrange with 
Jus British colleague that article 4 of conditions referring to railway question should 
be gdrown up as to oxcbide possibility ol fictitious Persian companies being formed 
Ji?r railway construction with foreign capital to the detriment of Russian and Frit EM i 
interests. 

Russian t loyermneut hope that His Majesty’s Government will send similar 
instructions to Sir G. Barclay, 


[5067] No. 212* 

Sir A . Ntfebison to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received February 13.) 

(No. 55.) 

(lelegraphibi) P* St. Pcttirsburijh , February 13, 1910. 

Rl SSI AN troops in Persia. 

Sir G. Barclay** telegram No. U2 of the Uth Rebruaiy, 

It cannot bo denied that the retention of the Russian troops in Persia has 
continued for a longer period than would atom to In; justified by the ciromustances, 
but the proceedings in the Medjliss occurred at rim very moment when M, Isvol&kywaa 
on the point, of proposing their withdrawal. \ would submit that we should bo most 
curulul lu avoid giving the impression here that we have any inclination to disapprove 
of Russia B attitude, or that we are falling in with the views of the Persian 
Government. 

Iho Russian Government consider that they have shown great forbearance, and 
have been pmLicuJurly patient , that order ban only been preserved by the presence of 
the Russian tops, and that the NatiamdiM euusiMms. on at least two occasions, vk, 
at Ardebil and at Tabree^, been benefited thereby* The proceedings in the Med jibs 
hiivr been received with calm by the Russian Government, who have now consented 
to contribute their full share of the proposed advance, and in the circumstances I think 
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they deserve much credit for doing so. When we have strengthened our consular 
guards at various places in South Persia ihe Bubs j on Government have never raised 
any objection, or criticized our action, nor was any exception taken to our proceedinge 
when we landed a strong detachment at Busbire, or when we seised a depot of arms, 
mmit mUAtdvl If we were now led to take any action, or make use of any language, 
whereby the Persians might he induced t.o believe that there was a divergence of views 
between the two Governments) the good and cordial feeling which bag up to now 
characterised the execution of our convention would thereby he impaired. 

The press and public are at the present moment. much engaged in the discussion 
of Anglo-Rusaian relations generally, and it is therefore especially important just now 
that wo should be very careful not to give any handle to our opponents* 

It is in view of this circumstance- that I have ventured to make the above 
observations. 


[5097] No, 213. 

Sir G, Uarday id Sir ttdicard Grey.—(Received February 14.) 

(No. 2 A.) 

Sir, Tehran, January 19, 1910. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, of the 24t-h November last, I have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which 1 have received from His 
Majesty's acting consul-general at T&breez, re porting the abortive negotiations at 
Sou j hi wink bet worn imam Kuli Mivza at id the Russian Road Company for the mtv iga- 
tion of Luko Urumia. 

I have now, as already reported to you in ipy telegram Na 24 of to-da^’s date, 
agreed, J i ■ view of the danger of '.lie concession falling under Herman control, to join my 
Russian colleague In demanding the concession for the Road Company as Gnu of the 
conditions for a joint advance to the Persian Government, provided the Rulaiun 
Government consents to increase its moiety of the advance to 200,900/. 

I have, &C. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 213* 

Anting Cm&id-GevtTitl Smart, to Sir G, Bar day, 

(No* 40.) 

Sh- F Tabreez t Deeemiber 26, 1909, 

WITH ivferonw 1 to my telegram So, 210 of the 20th inMunt, I have the honour 
to submit the following account, of the abortive negotiations with Imam Kuli Mirza 
regarding the navigation of the Lake of Urumia — 

The great dillicidty in the negotiations lay iu the Prince’s reluctance to discuss the 
matter with the Russians direct, lie whs ready to treat through Mr, Stevens or 
tuvftvlf with them, hut Ids aversion to direct negotiations w&s almost insuperable. It 
was only idler much procure that- 3 was abk to induce him to be present at two 
o[' tUvo confiTcticca with the Russians. 

Immediately a tier our arrival at Soujltoukk I requested Mr. C, Stevens to open 

negotiations with Inumj Kuli, and explain to him ... in ids own interests of 

entering into :tu arrangement with the Julfa^Tabreoz Hoad Company. Mr. S level is 
fulliul tlm Prince obdurate. I thou paid him a visit. In answer to my advice lie 
discoursed at spine length «m certain defopts of Russian character, and declared that he 
could nut enter into association with a people whose nature he knciv to be radically 
evil. However, l at Inst succeeded in inducing him to take a less emotional view of 
tin- cnm.% ami lie i uu-sented to nperi negotiations provided he received satislhetory 
gun ran let's. On the next day M. iVkiew (.secretary of the .Russian consulate-general), 
M, Tnykinski (director of (he Komi Company), Mr. Steve m, aiid myaelf called on the 
Prince, who declined ihni he could nut make any unuiraiueot without being granted 

tbo protect ion of Hu- British and Russian Govor.nuts. Hu hud special stress on the 

protection of ihe llriiish Govorin (Unit* which, he said, was more oHieacioUfl against the 
Nsuomilifits, who would assuredly attack him if lie guvo the concession to the. Russians* 
I exploded doubt us to whether His Majesty's Government would consent, togrant such 
protection, especially as they have no direct interest in this concern. However, 


M. Boluiew begged mo not to make diflicult-ies on this point, which, he believed, might 
wreck the negotiations I therefore promised to ask for instructions. On the next day 
the Prince presented his draft project, which, bus idea containing impossible financial 
conditions, ended up with a clause to the effect that in the event of disputes lie twee a 
Imam Kuli and the Road Company the British Government was to bo the Arbitrator. 
I pointed out to the Prince the absurdity of expecting the British Government to incur 
such responsibility in a matter which scarcely concerned them. He was, however, 
extremely obstinate on this point, which, I think, largely contributed to the failure 
of the negotiations, He argued that by giving the concession to the Russians he would 
incur the bitter enmity of his Government and people, and would practically become a 
sans pairU' He would then be entirely at the mercy of the Russians, who, lie believed, 
would leave him in the lurch if it suited their policy to do so. He must therefore have 
& third Government behind him to supply the place of his own, which would no longer 
protect him. After much arguing 1 thought 1 had succeeded in persuading him to 
forgo Rlls demand, and to agree to a formula providing for arbitration by Arbitrators to 
In? appointed by bid. h parties themselves. It would oa too long to describe th& weary 
negotiations which followed. The Russians offered very good terms, and once or twice 
it almost seemed as if an agreement would ho reached. But. the Prince, whose irresolu¬ 
tion is remarkable even for a Persian, changed Ilem mind from day to day. At last, 
convinced that he had no intention of coining to an agreement and was purposely 
proposing impossible conditions, we offered him, our last terms, which ho refused to 
accept, whereupon we left Soujboulak. 

I am inclined to think that at one tune the Prince intended coining to an 
agreement, but, perhaps, only on the condition that he should receive British protection, 
not only against Rensin, but also against Russia. When ho saw this could not lie 
secured, 3ns ineradicable distrust of the Russians and the threats he was undoubtedly 
receiving from Tehran and Tubraez while we. wove at Soiijbau{&k made negotiations 
with him hope lens. He slewed an telegrams, purporting to have come from Sardar 
Assail j of n mu i Hieing na 1 ure, strictly forbidding him to come to terms with foreigners-, 
Moreover, an emissary from Tubreea, either from the Anjnmun or the Persian syndicate 
which covets ihe lake, followed us to bloujboulak, After Ms arrival the Prince became 
even more hojSelesss than before, 

1 am inclined to think Hint Imam Kuli Mirza, who is not without religious 
fanaticism, weighed the ad vintages and disadvantages uf the question according to his 
own lights, and finally decided to risk Wing the lake rather than losing his hn op Eneas 
in this world and the next. He is proud of his rank as a Prince of the Blood, and 
the idea of losing the vory general respect with which his countrymen mvarlubly treat 
him must have been very painful to him. Ho 3s ;m ohl man, and no doubt thinks 
ii preferably even at the cost of some pecuniary sacrifice, such as involved In the loss 
of the lake, to end bis life in peace and honour on the riches he already possesses 
rather than to enter into a com bin n 1 iem, which he considers of uncertain material 


advantage to himself, with tlm hated Russians, the traditional enemies of Ins country 
mid religion, When 1 pointed out to huu the lolly of hi# conduct and insisted on the 
point that the Russians would inevitably got the kike sooner or later ho quite agreed 
with me, but said he preferred losing the lake to entering into a combine km with 
the Russians, which would immediately ruin him us far ns his honour is concerned, mid 
in the end would probably ruin him materially, Against the old man's obstinate 
hatred of the Russians and his very real fear of his own people it was hopeless to 
argue. It is, of course, within the range of possibility that fiia obstinacy woe due to 
hopes he had been given of Herman support 

fnrnm Kuli is undoubtedly In negotiation with the Persian syndicate* This 
syndicate Inis forwarded to the Medjliss an application for the concession of the rands 
round the lake, one-third of the shares to bo open to foreigners, Mukiibeiwjs-Siiltarioh 
told me that the scheme In its presellt forjia in quite In i practicable, but that it ittight 
he modified and rendered workable. In that case ho thought that the syndicate would 
g" into partnership wir.Ei Imam Kuli for (lit!! navigation of the lake. The governor 
declared Hint Imam KuliV? cimcesskm is valuidet$s, os it is u <! tiyyul/ which has been 
aholjsliL-d Ijy Parliament Imam Kali's own declarations regarding his firmans con- 
tratUat this utatcinfiit, but, ns noljody appears to have seen his documents, it is 
diflieuh to be sure of the matter* In any casu, it is quite evident that this IVraian 
$yndbite oitU|r already hiiH;j|i. , i UTuh rateuding witli Imam Kuli or Is working for such 
an ni)dfiTStiHiding, ll the lake lulls into its hands, there seems to he little doubt that 
German intiueimc, either $6crot or open, will be predominant in the con corn* The 
I'ersiiiiis are incu|mbte of nuinagiiig (ho navigation witlioul foreign ussiatunev, and a 
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Persian company, of which Aghfl Rahim is the leading member, is sure to loot to the 
Germans for help. It is not impossible that Imam Kuli, terrified of the consequences 
of his opposition to the Russians, may rush into on agreement with the Goman a ia 
order to find protection against Russian attacks. It would, however, Jas difficult for 
him to associate Germarfs directly in the enterprise- In a moment of confidence he 
told me that in one of his firmans it was expressly stated: that he had not. the right to 
associate foreigners with himself in the navigation of the lake, but that, if over the 
Persian Government relaxed this rest net ion, Russians must have the preference over 
all other foreigners. I n view of th is, it would be difficult for the Germans to participate 
directiv In the enterprise. The danger is rather from some Persian combination backed 
by Germans. This danger cannot be disregarded, and it would be unwise to lose any 
time in taking the necessary steps to obtain the concession for the Road Company from, 
the Persian Government direct. 

I have, &c, 

W* A. SMART. 


[5098] No. 214. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received February 14.) 

(No. 3.) 

gfr Tehran, January IS, ID 10. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 220 of the !7Lh ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch From His Majesty’s acting consul at Shiraz, 
regarding the present eituatitiu in the province of Para. 

This despatch formed the subject of my telegram to you No. 1 of the 1st instant. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 214. 

Acthuj Coiled Bill to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 49 M.) 

Sir* Shiraz, December ly, 1909, 

IN view of the deplorable occurrence of the past month, which has been set out in 
my u Shiraz News,” I desire to modify to some extent the views expressed in the scheme 
forwarded with my despatch No. 3fi/M, dated the 1st September, 1909. Hie Boir 
Ahmadi marauders have for more than a month been operating to an extensive swde at 
various points, ranging from Diustarjin, 40 miles below Shiraz, to the Urchin Pass* in 
the near neighbourhood of Ispahan, and each of their large robberies has been perpe¬ 
trated by a band certainly exceeding &00 in number. Moreover, they have shown the 
utmost dateimmation whenever they have been resisted, and their success in pillaging 
completely a caravan pioUrctori by Russian and Persian cossacks, and by the prestige of 
the Russian consul-general, hot* made them so bold that, until they have been 
chastised, I fear (here could he no hope of success for any force composed of Persians 
and organised on the. linos suggested in my despatch above quoted, even if increased to 
600 men. T doubt whether any inhabitants of Pars, except the Kashgai. would face a 
strong body of Bom Ahnmdi at all, oven with a strong numerical superiority, ami I 
question whether vve.n the Kashgfti would face them, except with very superior forces. 
Although there is no definite |vidence, I have peracuailyvery little doubt that they 
did not enter upon this very extensive series of robberie? without some kind of 
assurance from Houlet-ed-Uowleh that he would not view their proceedings with dis¬ 
favour, but in th is province, as the Kawatui family have often found in their dual mgs 
with the Khamseh, it is much easier lo start nipple robbing than to stop them, and it 
m very doubtful whether Sonfet himself could keep the Boir Ahmadi permanently quiet 
now, although it in prol table that a threat of reprisals from him would lead them tor 
desist until the noxl favourable opportunity. 

2 . I cl tliis connection 1 enclose, for your information, an account given by one of 
the milferers of a mblierv which was reported in ** Shiraz. News" for the Btb December, 
1909. and is very typical of the recent occurrences on the Bushire-Rpahnii trade route. 
It will l;o observed that in this case, although a single Kasligid is reported to have been 
present, there is no suggestiou that the Kashgiu participated in any force, and th© 
robbers wmu Boir Ah math. There can ha no doubt, I think, of L he correct ncaa of the 
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statement that only genuine co-operation between the Kashgai and Baklitiari would 
avail for the complete subjugation of this marauding tribe, as, unless they were 
attacked on both sides simultaneously, it would be extremely difficult to corner so 
active and hardy a race of mountaineers. Of this co-operation there appears to be a 
very scanty prospect. The Kushgai hi general, anti their 11 khani in particular, are 
intensely jealous of the prominent, position iu Persia which recent events have given to 
the Rukhtunri, whom they consider inferior to th e rose Ives both in courage and in 
numbers, and there would be a serious danger of operations, undertaken in common by 
KAehgai and Bakhtiuii, turn big into hostilities between them. 

A I venture to suggest that the situation, which is merely the logical development 
of the gradual collapse of prestige which the last few years have brought upon the 
central authority, has now reached a point at which it demands the serious attention 
of foreign Powers interested iu Persia. Tho movement, not merely of legitimate 
commerce, but even of individual travellers, is now attended with so much danger, 
in spite of the laudable energy displayed by the present Governor-General, that it is 
nothing short of a farce to continue to treat with the Persian authorities on the usual 
assumptions which underlie all intercourse between civilised nations* As an illustration 
of the present feeling in Fare, 1 may quote the remark made by a muleteer recently 
arrived (ram I lush ire to tin?, local agent ol Messrs Ziegler. The latter asked the muleteer 
to go to the British consulate to give me an account of his experience on the road 
“What is the good of going to the consuls," was the reply, “when they cannot even 
diefend themselves?” The remark is perfectly justified, seeing that at the present 
moment the Russian consul-general is unable to proceed to his head-quarters at Bush ire 
on account ot the recent attack upon him, and there is no immediate prospect of hie 
being able to attempt the journey* The same considerations, of course, apply to the 
withdrawal oi th© British detachment at Shiraz. While I. have very little doubt of 
their ability, owing solely to the presence of the Maxim gun. to force their way to the 
coast, 1 should be very sorry to recommend a movement which could nob be carried 
out without serious risk of loss of life. This position of afiairs would be of less 
importance if it were possible to discern the slightest prospect of an improvement in 
the essential features of the situation. But of this, as I have already indicated} there 
is at pt|sent no sign whatever, On the contrary, the conditions which have rendered 
possible the deplorable events of the. last few weekn, seem to be about the only thing 
in Persia which shows unmistakable signs of permanence. 

A The policy of Ills Majesty's Govermneiit m authoritatively stuped on page 43 
of the Persia B3unhook, No. 2, of 1909, namely, that “ His Majesty's:jGovernment are 
disposed to think that (lie best course to adopt would he lor Great Britain and Russia 
to stand entirely nloui from the internal affaire of Persia, allowing the existing elm oh 
to endure until whatever element in the country is strongest gains the day. During 
this interval they would lie prepared to face the danger which might be Involved to 
British commercial interests.” In the face of tins statement of policy it is with 
considerable diffidence that I venture to .suggest that the time must infallibly come, if 
it lias not come already, when mere abstention will no longer meet the urgent 
necessities el ibe ca^e I cun only base this suggestion on th© fact, ‘which appears to 
me patent,, that the situation cannot get permanently better riI1£ j must get wor^ty ami 
that there is no sign that the period of anarchy during which His Majesty’s Government 
aru prepared to face the danger to British cmiiipierdal interests will roach its anticipated 
term m the triumph nf some definite element in the country* On the contrary, tho 
whute of Persian history is a constantly recurring series of periods of more or lass 
prolonged disorder, Frequently lasting for several decades. 

h The form ot tuition which I venture to put forward as the least objection able is 
the following :■— 

Ilk Majesty’s Government would notify the Tehran authorities that on account of 
(a) the extreme danger to foreign subjects whoso legitimate avocations compel them to 
trawl from place to place in Persia; in 191J!) alone, the robbery of Mr. Gentleman 
m March, Mr. Linton and Mr. Smith in April, Mr. Middleton in June, Messrs, Wright 
and ,I.ones in August,and the Ruosinn consul-general in November,, ©very qua of winch 
robberies has remained absolutely unpunished ; fUi) the evergrowing fist of foreign 
ckiims for goods robbed on the trade route, which has risen in i 909 in Kars Mono 
from 40,699*8 tomans to 57,063'8 tomans ; (e) the regular increase in the wilful damage 
account of the Indo-European Telegraph Department which is already about double tho 
last year’s total (1st February, 1908-iat February, I9&U), ftud of vet more Importance 
thii continual danger ol assault and robbery run by the telegraph ghulama on repairing 
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duty, which has frequently menaced the Hue with total . interruption owing to the 
natural reluctance of the men to go out, the time has come for the Persian Government 
to show its ability to establish mid maintain order, or to acquiesce m the punas! invent ■ 
of the moat prominent offenders by a British three, the co-operation of a Persian ibree* 
if thought desirable, bail® welcomed. On the eventual collapse of the P^ffian enort, 
iI made at all, the landing of a British punitive lonce would follow. 

fi. The tribe to he singled out for punishment, is in my Opinion the Botr Ahmudi 
Eub^elu. They have been the most conspicuous marauders of the lost year, they 
have™acquired a great reputation, and their condign punishment would produce a 
corresponding effect among other rubber tribes: their country, in the liinterland ot 
Rehbyhaii, is comparatively accessible from the sen, and a match through it, with the 
destruction of their towers* and the capture or starvation of their docks, could he 
effected without necessarily involving hostilitics with any other tribe. It would, how¬ 
ever, as indicated above, be a difficult matter to corner them, and they would probably 
nmve en hiuibbo into B&khtiati or Koshgai territory, or in the direction of ^ etid , end I 
would certainly not suggest their being followed up in. either coutingencv, I by][eve, 
though, that their continued presence would be ho irksome to the tribe harbouring them 
that these would readily do for us what they would not do for each other, and compel 
them to submit* especially if threatened with a British attack. 

7, A.s a civilian, \ should hesitate to volunteer recommendations as to the strength 
or composition of the force required, which could he better estimated by the Intelligence 
branch in India, but it is obvious that the season for operations is the spring or autumn, 
and that the expedition could be begun from cither Ahwaz or Bunder Ditaxn. 

8. Of course, Pri-sia is a country of kaleidoscopic changes, and it is possible that 
the nest few wefks may pt'Oiluce acme unforeseen change for the better; but 1 have 
felt it my duty to emphasise the fact that no signs of any such change are to be 
discerned, and to lay before you what is in my judgment the only possible means of 
restoring conditions in which British trade arid travellers cun circulate without sei-ioiM 
danger to life and property. I would point cut in cu not union that 11 the necessity oi 
active measures is recognised, the sooner they arc undertaken the better, as with, each 
successful robbery the robbers hEpomo better armed, better organised and bolder. 

1 have, &c, 

J, H. BILL, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 21L 
Sfatt'wenf of Mcxhedi Kamber, liekhehani . 

[ WAS with a caravan consisting of 1G2 mules and ten donkeys from Bushire to 
Shiran. 

At A Inniuli they lu..k 12 kran* per kamund (- circa 25 mules), and sold barley at 
2 l 25 It rum ; local price being 1 'fjO krnns. 

At Boras] mil same as above, 

At Dnliki, the same. 1Cah also 2 kmiw ; local prices J 5G krnna. 

At Dnliki Bridge, -i krai is per karnand. 

At Konartukhteh and Kamarlj, uo improper charges. Mullah Khumd is doing 

well. 

At Razor im, ditto. 

No i I lug. 1 1 charges this side of Kawrun. 

We reached the lower on the .Sin a Sulid idxnit LI a.m. We had with us fourteen 
tufnngehU IVpm Dastarjiu, two soldiers and one sowar of Fath-ul-Mulkfl. The robbers 
held i Iih ridge above the road from the tower \ u butj ") to tlio spring (Chashinft«!rMorvatid), 
The liret shot was fired In front, killing the sowar. The luiaugohis, who were id ho in 
front, run uwuvy and tin- robberselosud in on the rear of tbs caravan, They earned away* 
the whole of the ctirav.in^ and .stripped and beat us, They carried away one of my 
men.ii Idi hv name. They took him to a point called Haft Baim-i-Kudinn, !i turaakhs 
up eln.'um from the Ziuian bridge ; there they lied Ids hands and bit him. They took 
Klim alon^ In hulp with. I he mules. 

My personal loss was bn v-live mules and two donkeys with all my clothes, and 
100 tomans—all I possessed. 

The rubbers are it section of Boh Ahimdi called TumuradL They were enemies of 
Karim Klmn* and as long as he l : ved they inhabit©! the Hakhtiuri country. Since last 


year they have come cast. Their leader h Koi (K&id ?) Muhammad Alb They have 
recently raided Bakhthri territory with Mullah K.obnd, and carried off 12,000 abeep, 

Oui - loads were mainly piecegoods. The Boir Ah modi sell these mainly in Ardakan 
and Bebbtsh&n. 

The only way of dealing with them is for the BaklitLari and Soulefc-ed-Dowkh to 
co-operate. The whole Bqir Ahmadi tribe could raise 10,000 men ; few mounted. They 
are each equal to one Ktisbgah and ; 00 of the other inhabitants of Fare. Chey have 
four strong towe^, which could not be taken without artillery. 

One Kiishgai wua Keen in the band of robbera. 

Principal robbers among Boir Abmadi are now Ka Zufar, Mullah Ali Panah, Koi 
Haaah They have plenty of Martinis, few magazine rifles. Since Karim Khan's death 
they have {[rapped cultivation entirely. They have no settlements. 

Karim Khan left two sons., G or 7 years old. The present titular chief is Shru- 
kuLtlh, half brother on the mothers side of Karim Khan. The general idea is that he 
is only temporary, till Karim Khan's sons grow up. 

(j. Would it be possible to punish them by excluding thorn from their markets? 

A Not Since thorp has been no Shah and, no governor (sic)* wo are all obliged to 
keep in with tho robbers. Anyone who refused them anything would certainly bo killed 
in the long run. 
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No. 215* 


-{Received Fehtjuafy 14.) 

Tehran, January S3, 1910. 


Sir (J r Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. 

(Ho. 1) 

Sir # 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a report which ~M. Bizet has 
submitted lo Ihe Minister of Finance recommending the engagement of a foreign 
treasurer-general and of six other foreign experts in the Department of Finance. 

The relations Of Franco with the two Powers which are the erm liters of Persia, the 
presence of M. Bizet at Tehran as financial adviser to the Pursum Governmeiit, and the 
application of the Persian Government to the French Government in the spring of kafc 
year for the louuitf-French liiuyidul experts combine to indicate France os the Power 
to which it is desirable that Persia should now apply for the seven officials whom 
M, Bizet considers necessary, and a condition nine qud non of the joint advance from 
the i.wo Powers* which is now the subject of pourpjSlera between London and 
St. Petersburg)], should be the formal limitation from the Persian Government to tho 
French Government to lend the seven experts, 

M y Russian colltaguu and I were in bojJCS at one time that the Persian Govern¬ 
ment would, for reasons of amour-propre, apply to tho French Guvernment 
spontaneously in tlm d^nirud, which might have staved off objections from any 

other Power; but though the M&i&tbr tor Foreign Affairs told us that tho Cabinet had 
decided to adopt M. Biwot’s recominuudalions mid to apply to France for the experts in 
question, no stops huvo yot been taken to give died to this decision, which doubtless 
would require tho approval of the Madjliss. My Buasiim colleague tella me that the 
Gorman AmbaS^lor at St. I'oturaburgh has ulready raised the question of the rights of 
other Powers in the matter of advisers, allowing that Germany, while recognising the 
preferential rights of the two Powers as against others to demand tho engagement of 
their own nationals, expects equal treatment in this matter as compared with other 
Rowers, It is therefore more than ever desirable that the Persian Government should 
act with mu appearance of spontaneity, and wo tire urging the Minister Ibr Foreign 
Allaire to spare us tin- imcvssity of imposing, ns a condition to the proposed joint 
advance, a reform which t he t Enbmet have admitted to he necessary. 

Ah you are already aware, M. Biwot'a cmiLract ex [j ires towards the end of next 
mopih, Hu would certainly refuse to renew It. But. feeling that lie is nmlur u moral 
ohligattim ind ti> leave ur a moment when there jlI IuilsI jscemH some possibility of 
i’ersius nrodthig by Ids advice, be ig willing to remain m the Persian service 
provisionally, Aonlil the receinmeudalicais in his report Ije adopletl, in which ease tie 
thinks hi' could be musL useful it be went to Paris to aid and hasten till} French 
Ciovurmnent in its selection of this officials needed. He would return with them to 
H)74] 2 n 
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Tehran and sUrt them in their work, after 
be abolished. 


which he thinks the post of adviser might 

I have, &c> 

G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No. 215. 

Report bij AL BizoL t 

SON Excellence 1c Ministry dha Finances m'a fait I’lioitneur de me demander 
quel left sentient, St mon avis, lea miesures mgpdi&tea fa prendre pour r&jliger lea rdformas, 
n&GeeSairea dans eon administration, 

J'ai rdBiimd', dans le present rapport, la situation act.uelle,, sess d^fauts^ les aimSlionb* 
ti<5ta qui out dtd apport^ diijfa, ceiles qui restent it fuire pour consolidei et dtendre lea 

rtisultats obtenue. . . 

La base tie ^organisation financifere «e trouve dans lee budgets provincialix et le 

budget de 1 J Administration oentrade, 

(A.) Les budgets provinciaux comprennent :■— 

1. Un dtat sotnmaire doe impftta fa peroevoir dans la province* 

£, One lists dee ddpen&ua imputes sur les revenus de la province. 

Recettca. 

Les ketabjes doe provinces n’indiqnent comma rccettes quhme somme globale* 
Cette jsommo rests A pen prfes imuuiable d auntie cn annik, Elk ns yurie que lonsque 
des reductions d'iinptitB on ties exemptejons ont etc uccord&'s fa certains oqnti ibual.ifoB, 
soit par favour, suit fa la suite do reclamations. La caractdristique de ccs exemptions 
parti ulles ou to tales eet qua, uns fois accord^ olios sent acquires pour I'avenir, 
ind&inimeut, bien que la raison qui avalt pu les fuire admtsttre—une imiuvuise rdcolts, 
par bxemplo—n*e&t 4t6 qua pae sag fare* 

Touts Induction on suppression insarite A uu budget provincial y demeurs fa 
perpiStuitA 

La fix itb do F imp At dans chaquo province a pour consequence une trfas grande 
indgalitij dans in repartition dee charges; des terras, aujqurdliui incultes ou 
abandmuuVs. continuant fa payor b m’afiS, tandis quo des villages trfas riches en 
sont exempts. 

L'imp At qui frapp e- les boutlijilns devrait s'adaptor mis transformations const antes 
do l industrie ot du conmiercc, tia fixite, comprise dune fayon aussi uUoluu, aboutit 
aui fires injustices, 

A Tdndran les pot its sare.fs du bazar parent lo maliat, tandie quo les grandea 
banques tie seat pus imposes. 

L J ]'Uat se trtmvu priyd des augmentations do recettes qui devraient £ive lo 
corolla ire du ckWeloppement. du pays, 

Le guuvumour ext reap i man bin dm j-eefui vremont do FimpAt ass is sur des buses anssi 
pou ration noil t-s; lorsqu'un eoi ltd tillable dtepamlL le gouvOniour doit rbdamer il up 
autre sex impositions. [1 le fait sans rfaglo ni oontrAle. Un tol systfamo no dcvaltdl 
poa, sinon auiarteer, du mo it is Inciter low gouvorneurs fa proud re les mesuree nibs inures 
qui lent out fati 1 ! si soil vent repra.hbes ? 

Lvh tistes Lhbtiell&s this rodevjiblca de FimpAt c^ui so trbuyent dans la province 
sont comnie TinqiAt lui-mAino—-it pen pri>s imtmmbles. Ur, do iiQinbroux chnngeiuents 
so soi it pmduit.H do puis la con lection tie cos bates, les villages out change do pro- 
prifjCaires, drs ooRtriWhlua out dlsparu, A cAtd des iistes ollleLollos,. les eqllooteurs 
S'impAte lieuuent des notes oil \h inscriveni lea nenm des persimmon auxqudlos \U out 
Inhabitmio de r^clamer le m&liat. t'eul qui tout depuls longtooipa dans irn district 
Bftvont fa qui ils ili live at s r udniefier ct n’orit \nw m&mo de listes do perception, 

Gmtro Iurbitrairu rloa goitwruemra ft des eollecteurs dmipfat, lea contribuablcs 
ji'onl d'liutro ga rautio quo sa fixity, ib protest out contre les taxes quhls n'ont pas 
coutume de pay at*; mala ils n'opt aucim reenurs Jdgal toutre leo mesui-es co&rci lives des ^ 
gouvenwiirs. 

On ^ait qua les gouverncurs out, avei' it- tempa, rdussi fa majorer lee contributions 
officio l lei non l oasigudea fa letir province. Ms su wi>nt erdda ties resflourcos occult us dont on 
no pout jsiis loujuurs rduiair fa leur ifaii'e rondm compto. 


Depen&es. 

Si Its budgets dsa provinces n^ndiquent pour les recettea qu^une soinme glohalo, 
ils dbrment an coiiii r H rire le ddta.il trfas complet dea dbpeiiRes, Ccs dbpciiBes no sont pour 
la pluparfe et, sauf celles de Farnide, quo des ddpens&s do traitors outs on do penaions 
classfaes stiivant ly rang social des bdndticiaireg, 

(B.). Le budget de FAdmmiatration centrale est, alimentfa par fexc^dent des recottfaa 
des province^ et les revenue de l'Etfat itutrcs quo lu maliat, Les d^penses conipremient 
les de | lenses de la cour, des Minis tree, et les dlpense^ uxtraordinaires. 

I,es totuux de ces divers budgets devraient fitre, ot fataient autrefois, addStionn^s 

S our fuire npparaitre lour rdsultat d J oiigpmble, aoit en 4quibbre, aoit avec un eic^deat 
o recottea ou un dfafieit. 

Oi l a depute pbisteuns anndes rcnonc4 face travail, lost les conclusions tiusftent 6t& 
trop favtdentes ; d aillours, ebanue aunfay, les ddpenses irnprdvuea non biserkes thins les 
budgets venaient en rorapre l oquilibra. On payait ces d^peuses coasidfardea comjito 
urgentes ct on Liissait ect suspens d'autree ddpenses prdvuos, sans eongei qn'oa 
augmentait ainsi la deity du pays, 

La multiplicity des budgets a occasionny des; abue, qtij out 6t6 maintes fois signal^s. 
Beau coup de person ties ont rfaussi fa so fairs allouer plusieuts pensions ou plusienrs 
traiternents payables via ns di verses provinces sans die pufcsn appamltrs l'importance 
injuslififae du chifiVe total tie ces rfaimmfamciona, 

En presence de cetto situation bion coumie yt incontest^e un Mlnistre des Finances 
dAsireux dc fairs des re formes devait s' im poser le programme suivant 

1. Dresser un budget unique compreuant toutys les rfeettos et toutes les d^pensea 
de ['Empire ; classer les (kspensea dans uu ovdro loglquCj, ctmforme fa la rdparbition 
actuclle des services par Ministfaro avec uu chef responsible, 

S. Order dans chaque Ministiire mi comptaliilitd uni forme rfapotidant fa h\ nbbyclte 
organisation budgAtake etj.au MiaLatfare den Fitiances, utio comptabilitA gdmSmlt 1 do 
toutes les operations do reoettes el do dipemes prAvqea au budget—comptaliibt^ 
ay ant ]jour point de ddpart les votes du Parloment ot destinies fa. ffaire rcs[iecter sa 
volgote. 

S. Asseoir lo maliat yur dea liases rationnelles, don nor fa cot impOt h eouplessc qui 
Ini pL-riuette de sum& lesr variations tlo La matibre imposable et de bdudOcier du 
ddvoloppemcnt commercial et iiidustrlol du nays. 

Dressier dea rAlcs rAguliers, atteindro It-y pyr^oimes exempted fa tort, dormer aux 
coivtribunhks des piantiea con t re les impusitions illdgulcB ct abueives, 

4, Cikcr fa lAhAran et dans leu provinces des Imreaux du perception ot tie paye- 
mentj outre les mains dVgtmta i\w MiidstAro des Finances, pour Kouetraire cos service© fa 
Foimiipotetice ties gfiavorncurs. 

Ltounor aux eontribuablos des garunties (VcnciiisscmenD i^gutiers, coalbrrncs aux 
r5les pmilablejnout dresses, et, &\)x creaiifiere, ra^surance d'etre payks, 

5, Retire cos bureaux sous lo© ordrea d'tm chef respousable, et organiser la 
cGntmlteadon dee rec©ttes ct des dtfponfiBB des diverse© administintione pour a^ermir les 
droits su perieury du Miniotfare des Finances dans IVxtieutinn du budget, 

[>, Bourvoir, par des iiupAts nouveanx, ft l’iusuffifianoe des ressowces actuellee, 

7, Crijer lino GOUT dc& eomptes. 

Lu Miniatro des Finances sust mis au tmvail uvec urdeur \ il a voulu comm e near 
cettc ucuvre difficile ;— 

L Dei a crtSA au Mtnistbro un Bureau du Budget, qui a pour mission de rddigcr m 
unt; forme elaii'e lea unciuns budget© des provinces. L'o travail dtait le prdJiiniuiiiro 
usdispensnbln & Li collection d'nu budget unique foutbnue nux rfaglus d'mie moderne 
comptabilUd d' Etat, 

'X Ijos difleiolUs MinistA.^ unt dtii invitds fa foutnh’ Ja lixto das ddtictiscs do lour 
fldpartoment, clussuea par service, 

3. Des cutiiptes, encore Bonimaires d est viai, ont dii- tin us au Mini^io des 
Finances, ih ton to lea autoiisaliouK de paycinent Hniimist-H ft la signature du Mmigtre, 
On so propose de donner peu fa pnu fa ccs cmiqiti-s du phis grande dtWlnp pc merits. 

■i. Lc« recettes, qui restaient autrefois ft la diK^itlen du Miniutfaie dee Finances 
entre les mains de ceux qui 3cs peVcevatetit, out utu vurs^ks fa la Iknquo Imp^ialu fa 
un com|itL' de Trctjoi'erin j le Ministry lies Finances pout soul on dtepo&or. 
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Afm dVtvit&i' lea dangers de la formation d'une nouvdle dutte flottaute, on a diScidA 
qua ce compto prdscnternit tonj ou rs un aolde crMteUr. 

r>. Une caisgc dependant mi Ministers des Fi nancies a 6t6 fbnddo sous le num de 
Trdsorerie do T^hdrjLn On a voulu fabe pour la province de T^hbftji, un essai de 
perception du maliab d’aprfe les prWp# ddyk etxposds. 

On a dmisd les roles do la province eit confix k cotto caisae lo BOin de rccouvrer 

rimpAt. 

Ijft but dtait do order un champ d’exp&ience avant d’dtffladr© h toute la Perse un 
svst&mo nouveau. Get «hu a lair, up parent re ks vices de Torganisatidn actuelle, la 
difficult^ de conn Ed tie les vdritftbles deb items do l 1 2 ! mpAt, la necessity tl J t( no riforme 
complete de Paaaiette de VimpAt, 

G. Le AlmifitAre dbw Fiiiatices a ddposd il la Chiaiffljre, pour tire sounds h. son 
approbation, un projot do lol sur la comptabilitg public]no. 

7. L’oigiidieatioTi d’une t’qnr des Com pies cst & i etude; un projot de loi ser& 
proebainement rends ik la Ghambro, 


Ntaes&dtl tfertgwjcr des Agents europ£en$> 

On est done ontre dans la voie des r6former H faut pours uivre el moner ik bien 
F oeuvre ooiinneikcde, 

Pour dviter les Icfitours, les hesitations, et leu fautea quo l p inexperience pourrait 
oecasiomiur dans Tapplicalion de prirecipes nouveaux ou depuis longtemps abandoun&t 
pour ftller directerneut au but poursuivi, lo GouTerneiiient doit fane appel an ooncours 
dftorrunta dprouvds, rumpus ik cos mot bodes do progrb& 


Organisation d'im Seroies dc Trhoi'erie, 

La tonue ... comptnbilitd on parfaifc accord uvoc les autorieations budj^taires, 

pouviiht fournir It la Chaiuhife la preuvu qUnuctme doponao non appmuvfte rda 6t6 
pavee, que les imphu out old perdue, Jos revenue du V litafc encaisadis eonfoiTtidment 
ik la Em, suppose quo dea agouta do VliltaL soieilt places sous les ordrus dbm chef 
ayant pour praieipal aouci de leiir enseignur Ice regies esstmliullos et do les fibre 
respecter. 

II faut, dims char pie province, insUiher des trAsorurles loculus donl les operations 
eoienL centra Users a TliImSiIul et tldsi^er si- Teheran un trdsorier gdndrab appliquaut 
partonI los menu's r&gles, vdrifiant les emuptes do sen aubordomids avant de les adressor 
au M iuLstre des Finunot-K, mpjnelniit lus agents Sk lVxtcutimi de lours devoirs, reneeignant 
aburpio jour' lu MI nisi. iv sur la situation Hiuandbre, 

Jc ]iro]iosi’ i [iti- Iua fonctions du tresoviur gifinofid soient confides it un agent 
aurQ&uii., paroo rtne les vufnnucs st>id urgeiites, et qu’en bdtat actuol un fWietlonnaire 
fiurop^u me semble natnivllririrnt iniliqud pour iiiitier sans retard les Jigents pereaaisi 
cos Jmil lnnles jnmvelles h 

t'u foncl-iunuairui ouropdeu dev rail Sire fhriemont appuyU pur lo Gouvernljiient 
Im|.3uriid atin ipi'il ne s-- IuIhsu rebutor ui par los obstacles inTnjrenta ik celU 3 ceuvro, ni 
par reppositiem de COUX rpdeM lesei’a (.bkiis lours habitudes rm lours uitdrAts parli- 
cuboiu 

Lc tcdBEiriur general aumit pour mission— 

1. He percovoir lo maliat et les autres revenue no fuisant pas partis d'une 
adnuuktratio]] distinoie. 

2. Do payi.‘r les tlopunsos publiques conformdiiiont uux autorisatluns liudgtSuiii’es, 

3. I >e ceiiLr.iUseL' les roiaeius de ri'lnipire. 

I. ... ut do verifier lus coioptoa des agents do Tdlidrnn el des provinces 

sous ses errli os. 

11 i lev rail ulfe ussistij dTm comptnble ouvuptfen ccnirutissaut par uno longue pratique 
tons los details des dorituresj et d'nn inspecietir dgidemenl europifien! eharg^ d F organisor 
los services dans les provinces, de lew veritier sur place, et de i'Ondro comptO :'i soji chef 

des l 1 ] 111 c-tll l b h dW(5c Util ill, 

L'exiitneu dc cos ■ 3iflii-i.ittern jourualibrea donnera au trdsonor general, plus quo 
tons los r« iHoigiH’iJH'riLs recUi iLLiri jtu coins tl'tltndes pr^pjnctiiiairiis, 1'occasion do eofmaititu 
les liesciius rlu pays, ks vices d'organisation don t il sou lire, ut dbipporter touted lus 
iktucliuvatioiiri dvsirabies dans uuc voiu nettemeiit traceo. 
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Creation du Service des Contributions directs $ : Qi-ganisation de 2a FrvpriSte 

immobilibre * 

Un des grande prindpes des Itigislations financiered inodernaa eat de confior k doe 
agents distincts J'assletto et la perception de iTmpdt* 

Lea agents qui fixent p la quote-part do diacun dana la repartition do i'iinpAt et 
liquid on t It'? droits de TEtat ifout paa quality ponr perwvoiT eea droits, Lee 
collectcura des impAta nTntervieununt pas dana la liquidation dca taxes; its les 
onciiisaenl suivant des r6La ou otata pr^alablement ^tablis par une administration 
diaiincte el ind^pendante. 

LTippUoftiion de cetto vfegle donne de a^rleuaes gaiunties aussi bien aux con- 
trlbuablca qu’ik l’lfltot centre los orreura et les exactions des agents du Fisc. 

Co principe ne pout pas tonjours fitre ubaery^ mats il doit Atro absolumerit reapeetd 
eii ce qiu concerne les imp A l? directs, le muliat. 

La creation du Service- des Oontributious dircctcs eat udeussaire— 

1. Four remddbr aux inconvonicnta d'un syattmo de ftxitA dans lo montaut de 
rimpAt nppliqud av&c una nuisible riguenr. 

Pour taire cesser bs difficult^s do perception signiddea par les agents de 1ft 
coisse de T^lnfrun, tendre sans elTet le rofus de certains anciens pereeptours de se 
desaaisir dc lours listes cout-unbAros, de Uvrer lo secret de leuS opdrations. 

S. Pour doimer aux contribuabka un recoura coal-re les erreung ot lea abus. 


Cette administration aorji chargee de prepare? les loia en ntatifero dimpota diree.ta, 
de liquid cm km taxes eu execution do cos lois, ut de dressei les rAles annuel 0 '.lestinds It 
Gtro roinis aux agents de perception, 

L'inqiAt Ibncier ne ppurra Atre reparti avec dquiti# suns un reoeneemeut on endaetre 
general deB propriety iniinobiliurcs. G’cst encore h. 1 Adiniiiistrj^tioiL des Contributions 
di rectos qu h il apiwi’tlendra dotudier Ins conditions il'execution do cu cad astro. 

Ge sera El sortir tie uion sujet que d" expose r la rnareho a sib v re pour arrive r k uno 
prompte rovision du revuuu des propi-itiles nnmobilicres devant servif du Ixiao h. TimpAt, 
.re vondrais upputesr faltunliun de la Cbainbre Bur une rdforme qui pourrait Atro 
ocnuineucAe- en nuhne temps que le cadastre et qui, si e!le i 5 iait adoptAe, simplifienut lo 
travail et eti rdduirait les traig, 

S^t question d e Forg&nisation do la propri^td immobiliero touche on Perse aux 
iatdr^ls les phis graves. Tout lu mondo coniudt los (laagers auxquels B h expE>aeiit ccux 
qui vuultui aclietoi" un Immeuble ou fain un pro! sur hypdthfeuuo. Sagit-il dWImtor 
une |erre, le veedeur prti&mte ilea titros parfaitorcent on rbgle, rcvbtus du toutefl lee 
signatures ot formal]Ids roquisoa. Cea litres 110 donnent cuprudant meuno ganintie 
ik I'acquArour, qni pent ujujmirs erftindic d’Atro ovincu par suite d’une ruvomliciLtion 
e'appuyffiit sur uu title plus anden ou sur 1113 achat antdricur, 

Un pioprldtaire vqut-il ernpruntor en dotmant by pot -1 lu que eursu ter re, on bdsiie; 
lu prAteur no -sa.it pas si cello turre u'est pas dbjlk grcvAe do charges qui rondront 
illueniro si>u droit de preference. 

Ces 

la venle avi 

prlvurto pro])riutaire > in; la possession et des re 1 venus do son bien ; olio n’empAcluj pas les 
contestation 8 IVequentus ot lus proofs codtoux. 

Los propriGtibres fuiiciors sent obiir^s de dottes el lie peuvont plus fa ire appel 
au or Adit. 

Pour obvier aux dangers que je fiignalo, on a adopts divers systAmes d'organisation 
iinmohiliuti'. Un dos plus per feet ionnds est coun u sous lo norii do sys tunic del’ 11 Act 
To rrens, 1 ' It a bid tnlroduit un Austin I in sn ISGL ot copib depuis, 011 Tmusie, 
natainmerit, avec queb|uos mmli that ions, Ja i s priacipon taj$eutiols sur Icsquclw rupose 
l'6co]iiniiio de c« systuine peuveni sc rosumer aiiiBt: L&a propriAtainm Rmciers qui 
ddsirent s’y amimvtiro c systunie usL fiioulbitif--dbposeut lemn titros duns un bureau 
de I'liitnt ft (but utic dciuarlLle d'immntricuUktion, Go lunmit examine lus Litms N les 
vdniie, jivocudo Ji toutes los Oni|m'it(,, op^ralintifi du bormigv ou iiut-LUS dusiijsuuH jk dtablir 
d'unu ilnpn prucise Ih-toiniuo ut III ddlimitation de la jjropndtil 

La demuado d'intinatricnlatbn est pnbiieu dans Job jouinuux, afitdido diins les 
localitvs intdrossoes, pour pci'jnettro Ek Imis ceux cpii prbtendent avoir des droits »ur le 
meiuo ] lumen hie du los burn vidoir, 3 ^os ittclamations ou opptjsit: on« soni. examinees 
aveo un IrAft grand soict. Qua 11 d lunquAtu est terminon, qunud los droits den 
proprk : mites soot itidisciitabletueLil nitablis, on niinule ius auclens litres ot on reinct an 
[TTOtJ 2 I 


araiiites son!- si ruollas Lpio iTiypotbAque ibost plus uis usage; on lui suLslituo 
av&e droit du niehat. Get to forme do control ollie lo crave iriemiviimenfc de 











proprietors un titre on certificat ffimmatriculatioii aur lequel sent iuBcrites ks chaiges 
qui grfcvont la propriety Ce titre constitut- une preuvc irrefutable ties droits du 
props-itftfdre et dee erdaneiers hvpothdcaires, Un double de ce titre eat confervu dana 
Jen bureaux de I’fit# et dosed dans uu “Livre matrice ” Si plus tard, le prepn^m 
vent vendra sa terre ou I’hypoth^titer, il doit reprdsesiter son titre; aucune charge non 
inserho ne pent fitxc npposde st Facqudreur on an pfeSteur, lout droit rde^tion iriser 
eet inexi stunt. Tmite vfent^ tout contmt modifiant lee droits du proprktaire doit 
dtro, 3i ddfaul de nullity ddchrdau Bureau d'^^trieulatioi], donner lieu- h la copfechoQ 
d'un nouveau titre, on fitre inserit aur le titre primitih 

Co mode d r orgaiiifij£tion de la propriety immobilipre est, avons-uous <ht t latiujtiitiL, 
mills les proprictaircs en retireroient de tels avantages qu il>» no ^peuvetit hdsituE' & 

]'adopter, bien quails aient h, supporter tnus left frjtiB de la procedure d imraatricmatiou, 

IS a en en Tuniffle un siicees compkt ^ 

On pout d'ui limns aisdxnenb ap potter ace systems lea mod ideations qm l appropnent 

aux habitudes du pays. _ L . , ir , 

En ce 'jjui Cone-erne les operations oidastmU^s, 1 introduction dun regimedo puinicitu 
des titles do nropridtd facilitetait Gingulibretnent la tfa&he des agents lies < Wtri buttons 
directed Us jiourraieut su dispenser] dans In plupnrt dts cas, do pruceder, pour l& 
comp16 do lour Eid ministration, ii des enqwfites fort j pm tcusQB. ^ - 

Le Service des Contrilgione et le Service d’lmmntriculution pcrorraient ctre, 

proviso! romanfc, re mis entro les mfimre mains. , + 

Si lo fJouver&dmeht Imperial vout adopter cos vues et retirer de ceite organisation 
tuna les avatitagss quelle present*, il doit engager un tbnetionnairo dtl'Eingei comma 
directeur des Contributions directes, Co directeur devrait fitre seconds par un inspect cur 
ggakment etrangSr. 

Niccssitd d^Imptits nowreauoi: Creation du Service de l Enrcqistretncnt. 

Duo dos preoccupations constants du Ministre des l'i nances doit Mre dereclitircher 
]os resSEHirces permottant de fhire face aux depenSoSj tie rdtabhr 1 ^quilibre du budget* 
Des impfits nouve&ux sent ntScossaiies, 

|1 se sera pas liien djjjfiiik am Minietro dea .finances de ferouver de nouvelles 
sources do revenus. Dos cut%ories entires d'impdts, oh usage duira hi plupart ties iiaya 
dtraugci'S] n’oxistcnt p;is tda Pei'so, on sont d‘un produit infime ii cause du manque 
absolu d\»rganidation* t 

Lo Miiiixtrti des Finances doit cel ce moment sattachcr -i dtablir dcs impAts quj ne 
Boicnt piia trop o^ctoux, qui ne soulevciit paa sic ttiip vivos protestttiions ct soiont 

faciles a jicrcevoir, . 

Parn^ los droits a gdn^valiser, il ne me semble pas qifil y en ait fie plus productifs 
0 t dent la perception aoit plus aisce, que les di»ii.s dtmrogietremerit et tie timbre^ 

LViiii'cviHtriummt eat uelu l ornudite tlont les contribuables pen vent netiror de 
sdrieux a vantages, imistpi’idle tloiiue date certaino hux Eietcs et fourp.it line preuve de 

leor existence. , 

L'itnpdt per^u h I'oceasion do I'envegistrement tics iictes h si nu^me il eat ires ctendu, 

no sera slouc pits nial nccueilli par lo mys. 

bes droits de Limbio ut cl'cnrcgistreinoiit sent encoro teal i-dglemonlcs et trfea 
indgalement ossis, 

Jo mVmpresse de dire qu’au Miniat^e do la Justice on a fiiit de sdrioux efforts 
pour rcgEiluristu’ La [iDlceptioEi mjsdnuts; uiais„ d r iiutre part, la d^t.oriniuatiou dea faxes 
l appiiquer est lip ddliciite. 0 Itnportv d'dtublir des tiirijs av^o des droits pi-ows- 
tioirrici's a I'inipuilancu des sicti'B, aux interfits qiL'ila gareutissent. Il ue iaut pas quo 
des tiu'ils Imp tJovda Hifieiit un ubatsck'- il la vonfectioe inOme dua actos et it tour pi'pduo- 
tion on justice. 

Un bomnie d'exp^rionce doit, guider lea ildbuta de cetto rdforme. Son rile ecc& 
d'dtidier la ilatum de& ai-tes pasaibh:s iio droits, do proposer des tarifs conionnos 
h roqnitu, d’organism' ka bureaux de percept.ion. ot de centraiiser hairs travailx. 

Un diracteur dfciiuoger et un autre fonctioimaim iltmugar iiynnt rar^ d'inBpecteur 
on do leucveur, rendmieut uu pays du ii\\$ grands services. On ne pout guuro contester 
la ndcessitd do lour engagement. 

l 4 e Service des Contribution!* directes et le St-rvice do rEnregistrement sont 
dtroiteinent lie^. Cost dans log bureaux de rehregistrement _que les agunta des 
contributions direebes puibent lea renseigiiomenLs dont ila out besoiu on oa t|iu eoncorne 
lea mutations t vent as, ou locations immubiliferys.u h cst uu Service difs Contributions 
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directea quo les agents de rEmegistrement demandent Ieviv 6 valuation du revemi dea 
propri£t&4 immobili^res pouvant serviv de bo$e aux droits de mutation, 

liana ^organisation d'un nouveau regime hypc^i^oiure lo concours des agents 
de n Inte^istremeELt scrsiit indiapcn?able, En France, oil le systems d'otimatricuktion et 
de publicity des antes trunslatilb de propri^td ou de droits rjela immobiliers est. different 
de celui qui a otd exposd, ce sont des agents dependant du Service de rEcitlgistremciit, 
les conferva tours de^ hypoflifequea, qni sont dmrges de tenir ha registres de transcrip¬ 
tion des notes de mutation, d'inseriptioii des hypothkqnee, et d'effectuei- les formalit^s 
dostindcs tl sauvegatder les droits dos tiers par uno large puhlickd. 

Si jo propose dfes maintenant, et en inline temps, 1'organisation do ces divers services 
sur dea liases pommunes, e'est prdcisdment it cause de la comiexit^ quails out entro cux, 

En rdsunnj, les pri[ieipEde& misons qui me poueeeot h demander ay Uouvemement 
[mpck'iul tie fibre largoment appel h de,s chefs do service strangers &r>nt les suiv&ntes :■— 

1, L'organisatiou dana un pays de servic^j nouvcaiix deinande ties comijiissances 
techniques ef one grande experience, fpfon ne pent, miturtdlement, lenoontrer quo ohez 
ceux qui mi k pratique de ces services. 

2, ]l eat, avant tout, n^cessuire de fortifier I’Ad ministration du Minist&ro dca 
Financea. 

Les lots votdes par le Parlement doivent bLro appllqudes ilans touts la, Perse eomme 
fjmanuut tic; Ijl volontc do la nation, 

11 I ant qua 1'Administration lies Finances etende kcs muages dans toutes les 
provinces, alfcrmissa sort action ot son droit de OOntrbki dans tout le pays, 

Il faut mettre les administrations qui se orient e! l\ibi - i dee discussions de partis* 
Lo Minintfere dos Finances doit avoir one organisation stable qui survive aux change- 
ments do personnel, uvec des agents qii'amuie *eul lc d^sir de fairo respecter lea lois 
sous la direction de chefs obdus en raison do leur incontestable savoir, pr6ts il, ks 
givider, \ lea instruire, il les di§fendre mdme, eontre les attuques d'autorit^a locales 
piiiswml.es, 

-Souls dea chefs do service btrangers me aemblent pouvoir assumer cetto rcaponsft- 
bilitd et catte loiirde tilche, 

Je propose done 1'engagement des foiietionnaires 4trangei|( snivanta :— 

L Uti trbsorior gbnbral, Eissisiu dhin iiispectour et ifun comp table ► 

*2, Un directeur [lea CJonLrilmtions directea i j t uu inspuottur, 

3, Un directeur de LEnregistraiuent et un receveur ou inspacteur* 

L'ongagflmerit de ces fbnetiounHires occaaiomiem des d^ptingea nouvclles. 

Gomine il me pEiralt fibre de llntdrdt du pays de laire appel au coricour& d'hommes 
ficlnirds, ayLLiit ililjiL exorefi dea fonettons ^quivalentes il I'^trnnger, on no devra pas 
Editor a, dumiev ii ecs agent a des traitemento qui soknt une gaxantie de leura 
aptitudes, 

J'cstiuie qu’if fiiut prdvoir pothc lew traitipfoude oes chefs de service Ice credits 
suivunts:— 

Fr, 

1. TrUwrefie .. *, ,, .. ,* 105,000 [Mir im, 

'L CoiitJfLbtitLtms ducoctea ,, ,* ,* .. ** 80,000 „ 

3* Eui'i^iMlrcitLEmi. ., ,, ,* ** *, iH,0/J0Q „ 

*, .. 2G5,TO „ 

Au cottra <iu 1 113 = 57,12-10 tomiuifl. 

TVautTc part* avec c^tie Organisation at la creation proposde plus loin d'un Coneeil 
d’Etiit, on pounait Bii] primer le jioatH de ooiiseiller flruincicr, 

L’dconoituc idalifiue de la xorte, wait 12.0UD tomans^ riSduiinit la ddpense do 
S7 t 240 tomans h 45,240 thnians. 

Ju ne (loutc ]>a» quo cette ddpeoso soil, largemcmt compemde, dans 1'avenir, par tea 

S refits que retirera k Couvernement Imp^rku d'utn; adndnistratbn jiumatit sel force 
nils lies printipes ifurdre et tie piogtfes. 

Institution d'un Con$eil (VEtat. 

Une dea institutions les plus indispensable^ it Ifeuvre de nSgdndration que le 
Gouveruemeni Imperial fi la volonto d/eot^prendre, institution qui ifa pas d'dquivaknt 
en Perse, nsi cello d'un Coimcil d^Etiit, Cetto institution mirait pour mission de 
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dormer des consul tatioiiH stir tons lies projotfi de lois qui doivenfc Gtre sounds par lea 
Min litres h la reprdeeiitatiou nutionale, de pidparor lea projets do Iniw sur Its matures 
poii]" k&qtifllles le Gouvernement reclame l'miti stive de ce corps d'Etat, dp preparer 
dans, lo rn&me cos ]e« r%Ienients ^administration puUiquc, do dormer son avih sur 
les questions do droit et d'intiSrftt gipi^Tfil, aims! quo sur tbutes les autree questions t\vti 
Bergen t soummes it son esamen par lo Censed des MtntsraeSj de rtfooudre toufces jes 
diiiicu!tds qui pouri&ient a'^lever entre los M bistres eux-m^ntee* de statuer on dernier 
reaaort srir lo eontcntieuK; admiiiirtUutifl 

Ce corps d'Erat devrait Gtro compel d’dldments 4trandj|r& et d 1 filaments indigenes 
aim que, tout eu tsonscrvant son oaractbrc national, il ne so prive pas dll ooncours des 
diets de service dtmneers design <!h pour y proud re place. 

I/absence de IoLh et do rfeglcmcnts paralyse lea efforts et la bonne volontd des 
administrations. 

La creation d’iin Con&eil d’etat rationd i un besom impirieux. XjWguf&ngiit da 
jbnctionnQire$ ^trangeri perrnettrait do le coostltuer, sans plus attendre. 

Le Con Beil lor financier dn Gouvernement Imperial, 

a. mzm 


[5100] No. 210. 

iStr (jl. Barclay to Str Edward Grey *— ‘(Received February 14.) 

(No. 5.) 

Sir, Tehran, Jamtmaj 23, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabre^ reporting on the present 
conditions in KuI’diat aii. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 2lfi* 

AaL'mtj Gouxid-Gnicml Smart to Sir G\ liard(i}j, 

m. i) 

Sir, Tabre&z, January Z, 1910* 

l VENTURE to submit the following observations on conditions prevailing in 
Persian Kunlistan as they appeared to me on my recent journey there. I would lay 
stress on the point lb at llm following remarks should in no way be considered as a 
report on Kurdistan, which i am not qualified to make, They.nra merely desultory 


observations, which, in spite ri| their largely academic nature, may possibly be of some 
present interest to you :— 

The administration of Kurdistan, such aw it exists, is genuinely feudal. The 
Kurds are very lightly taxed, m fact scarcely at all, but the aghas, or chiefs, are 
expected to furnish armed contingencies tor active service when called upon by tho 
Government. or local governors; these contingents are generally maintained in the 
field by the chief* at t.htir rnyh expense. Per instance, in November last .Imam Kult 
MirKii col looted some 2,000 Kurdish infantry and cavalry anti marched against 
Aziz Surkh, a rebellious Kurdish chief. This little campaign did not cost the Person 
antVioritiee a penny, for the whole annv was armed, maintained, and fed by Us chiefs. 
On my way to Sonjljouliik. I happened to pass through the village of Kinder Gash, 
belonging to All Khan, one of the must influential Kurdish chid's, at. ilia moment, when 
mil armed m.mtuigtent was lading called out. The process very simple, A drum is 
beaten in some conspicuous place in the village, and. at- the sound, the villager^ 
leaving (heir viirbais oeeuputlohfi, repair with their cities to the plane of meeting* 
Ahan'd Aghu, sun of All Jvlian, eaiue l"U to meet me and mile with mo through Ids 
village* J a liked him what- was the meaning of this gathering, and he replied that a 
requisition had come from Imam Kuti Mima fora contingent of GOO men. lie did not 
know the reason of I lie simnnons, hnt tie would lie in tioujbirulnk on the morrow with 
SOQ armed men. The next day, while l was visiting the governor, the contingent, 

some ..fimtry and cavalry, turned up as promised. Thw men had been collected 

and brought mP* Wnajlnuilak in leas than twenty-tour lumps without any cost to tho 
Government. Imam Kuli wanted to send them to Sulduz to counteract thu Turkish 


action there, but was forbidden by the Persian Government to do so for fear of serious 
complications with the Turks. 

These examples will perhaps suffice to show the nature of this Bjurdieh feudal 
system as well as tho great possibilities, defensive and offensive, of which such a system 
is capable, if properly worked. Of course the chiefs would not pay for contingents 
required to serve outside Kurdistan, but for expeditions in their own country they arc 
extremely generous in tills respect, Unfortunately, the Persian authorities have never 
been aide to make the most of the valuable material they have in Kurdistan* By continual 
exactions and persecutions they drive the Kurds into revolt, while, on the other hand, 
they are Incapable of displaying, when necessary, a wise severity towards these turbulent 
tribesmen* The result eh that the Kurds dislike the Persian officials, whom they despise 
fpr their cowardice, while grudgingly respecting their authority through fear of the 
Government behind them. 

The Persian Government would do we!! to devote some attention to tho question 
of Kurdistan. The problem must be treated in a practical manner, and such absurd 
suggestions as the disarmament of the Kurds must be abandoned. Persian officials 
have lately boon too fond of indulging in similar unpractical suggestions, A Kurdish 
chief, Suleiman Agha, told me that the Kurds would never give up their arms, and 
that any GoveSimenJ aUerupting to disarm them would provoke an universal and 
sanguinary resistance. On the other hand, some steps must be taken to restrain the 
Kurds from their brigandage. I am inclined to think that the development of the armed 
feudal system under capable and tactful Persian governors would be more advantageous 
to the Persian Government than a general disarmament. By a system of hostages, by 
freeing the Kurds from the exactions of officials, by giving the chiefs greater responsi¬ 
bilities. and thus interesting them in the preservation of order, by paternal intervention 
to protect them from their own extravagance and the usurers, who, by ruining them, 
finally drive them to brigandage, it should not be impossible to preserve the present 
system and, at the same time, tolerable security in Kurdistan. Even now t. waa much 
struck by the comparative security of those parts, considering the impotence of tho 
local authorities and the all-powerful ness of the Kurds. With a good and strong 
Government disorders would bo rare. Such u Government, lor fifty years at any rate, 
while sternly checking the marauding instincts of tho Kurds, would not discourage their 
warlike education, Rather, with the wise policy of the old Shahs of Persia, such a 
Government would use this race of warriors £i& its wardens op the marches. 

The Kurds arc generous, hospitable to an excess, fond of show and very extravagant. 
They will pay ridiculous sums for good rifles, and love collating fire-arms and horses. 
Suleiman Agha showed me Ids cm lection of rifles, about el .score in number, many of 
Which had cost him as much as 400 tomans each. He had rifles of every 'Government 
which comes into contact with Persia, except the British, and the prices he had paid for 
them won Id have uHtoruKhed their maiLulUctmws, Tltrough their hnprovidoTice the chiefs 
Eire must heavily in debt, and their ignorance of business makes them an easy prey to 
usurers, to whom they mortgage their villages, paying extortionate rates of interest on 
(he money borrowed* However, they bear their financial troubles with a light heart, 
and go on maintaining the same extravagant eetabliMimeut, always being able, when 
the crash comes, to fall back oil brigandage to recoup themselves, Every Kurd iw a 
robber by instinct, and the chiefs are no: exception to tho rule, Mirny of tlus Kurds 
drink heavily, but their healthy open-air life largely counturaeta thy had effects of 1 
this vice. 

.The lighting qualities of the Kurds are generally very highly considered, They 
all ride and shoot from their childhood, are possessed of considsrahle powers of 
endurance, and are aooustijmed to hold human life very cheap* They are unhappy 
unlesH they have some sort of weapon on their persons, anti oven children always carry 
daggers in their girdles* 1 often saw labourers ploughing the fields with rifles slung 
over their backs The Kurds do not appear to bo capable, as was shown by t he famous 
rohrllion of Sheikh Obeidulkh, of sustained offensive operations, fur they arc undisciplined 
and inclined U> scatter with, or in search of,loot after their victories. But for defensive 
nr guerilla warfare in theft' own country they am magnificent, and their recent record 
seems to show lhai the Kurds have lost none of the qualities which over 2,000 years 
ago made thorn bo formidable to Xonqjlion's rot mat ing 10,000. Tho Russians, si nee 
their discomfiture by the Kurds at Urnih reported in my telegram No. ISG of the 
31st August, 10O!h have come to enter tom a groat raspect for the^o warlike tiibeamem 
Tho Kurds are, for tun ate ly for t.ht Persian Govermuentj ]io].id«ss I y divided by faiuily 
prejudices, by blood-{htida, by shortsighted jealousy of one another, and concerted act ion 
among themselves is almost an impossibility. Inter-tribal fighting on a small Beale is 
[17041 " t lx 
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of ao frequent oocura&nce that hardly any notice is taken ol it. by the Persian authorities. 
Kurdish tribes generally remain in their own districts, *nd_ oven individml member® 
refrain from straying Into other districts for fear of being killed by some hereditary or 
blood‘feud enemy. Bat for these tribal dividpius the Persian ( 3 over omen t- could not 
keep Kurdistan, which even now is in the same state of Semi-indiepeiidence which it has 

enjoyed since the earliest times, , * , 

In considering the question of Persian Kurdistan, it is impossible to out of 
account the Kurds on the other side of the frontier and the activity ot the luvkish 
frontier officials. The artificial division of Kurdistan by the Turco* Persian Unntier 
must inevitubly cause a certain amount of unrest, owing to difficulties ol nationality, 
fugitive offenders, migrations* &c. All that cun be hoped for is that a more conciliatory 
attitude cm the part of the Turkish Government may attenuate those difficulties, winch 
cannot be entirely removed. But the activity of the Turkish frontier officials is quite 
another matter. It is difficult to find any excuse lor the conduct of these officials, who 
are continually stirring up the Persian tribesmen against their own Government, taking 
bribes from these tribesmen, and in tor veiling to protect them tro in ^ deserved punish in cut 
at the hands of tlio Persian authorities, sending small forces 0 1 Turkish sofoicr.s int.icr 
and thither on Persian soil regardless of any mte illation id formalities. I"or instance, 
Turkish soldiers, on the pretext of the prevailing iniicciirity, regularly e^ct caravans 
to Soujbflilak and levy blackmail on them, l he recent incident at kulduz, repoi'tod 
in Mr. Stevoids telegram No. 215 of the 4th December last, is t v pica l of the aero m of 
these frontier officials. The Pendun Government sent 100 Persian soldiers to 
Mnhammed Ynr, the capital of Suldun; The Kurapapakan, -setthid in Suldnz on the 
shores of the luke, fearing punishment for past ofibnees sent proetmts in money and 
kind to the military commandant of Pasveh, begging hint to drive out the Persian 
soldiers. The commandant advanced with 200 Turkish soldiers to Nugudeh,. where 
there is ii more or less permanent post of fifteen Turkish soldiers, Ihen hy threats,. by 
cutting of supplies, hy collecting re bid lions Persidu tribesmen, lie forced (he Peisi&h 
soldiers gnu dually to retire until they were finally pushed out of ft 11 films into ihe 
Sonjhonhik district. 

The Turkish consuls seem tn have no influence with these frontier officials, who arc 
very ignorant and equally corrupt. It ik most desirable that the iiirkisli Government 
should replace these men by more enlightened officials oi the new regime., Still more 
desirable in it that the Turkish Gm-i-rnmcni should abandon their aggressive attitude 
and i o-opeatc to secure u definite settlement of the frontier question, Reports from 
TJi'tni state that the Turks are inci easing their forces on the frontier, ;ind the Russian 
vice-consul there reports that- stores are being collected by the Turkish consul ut 
certain places in Pi-isian territory, which would scrip ^ foreshadow another 1 urkish 
advance. the Turkish consul told Mr. Brown ofi.be Englisb Mission at Prod that 
the iucrouHn in tin: frontier force wan only part oi " the general milttorv reioims and 
coordination of tho mUitary ^tosts on the frontier*" It tines not, the iv fore. look ax d 
the Turks wore abandoning their aggressive 21Uitude.se h uittul in difficulties for the 
unfortunate lforsi|n authorities Of course until some definite settlement at this 
frontier question is reached, Kurdistan is bound to remain in a state oi chronic unrest, 
I, am imbued to think that » satisfactory sett foment of the frontier question is unlikely 
to be secured unless it coincidcs with the complete withdrawal ol Bushian troopsq from 
AKriltfiijan* The Turks fear, perhaps not uiiretufimably, that the Russian occupation is 
likely tc became more permanent than was expected, and, until this four has been 
removed, Turkish encroachments towards the lake are, 1 fear, inevitable, while the 


Turkish frontier force will probably lu j atrenglhoned. 

I believe ii is often said that the Kurds, being nearly ell Sunnis, with the exception 
of the Makcu Kurds, who arc Shiahs, would prefer to be under lurkish rather than 
Porsiau rule. The little intercourse I had with the Kurds rather led ihfi to the 
Coutnirv opinion, The Kurds do not appear to bo so fuiatical as they are yliea inado 
out by officious partisans of the Nestorlans, Moreover, l think that the ilttchd feeling is 
stronger with them than the religimis, und the Kurds are a purol^Peroian race, purer 
proKihly than oven the lairs or the nettled populatiun of Bars, I'heir luttguagc is a 

pm'i'ly EVrsiiU] liinhvU and :ill (heir tnnlitions st s cm to he Persian. Ihoir storytellers 

always go to Poiaian history'end rotniinoti for their tales, which are recounted in a 
mixture of Kurdish and Persian, and the Persian initiuual epic is just its popular in 
Kurdifitan aa in othek purfo of Perfiis, I Ii sides, the Kurds. like' mi easygoingtmvora- 
inen(, and prefer tho Inippy-g ' lucky methods of Porsiitn officials to the more rigid form 
of Turkish lulmiiii^trutlon. Lately, also, the Kurds have lost hope in the Lurks, who, 
especially when Bank Jfastil Pasha sucked ftoujlxtulak two years ago, held out to the 
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ICards extravagant hopes, which they were unable to satisfy, Consequently, just now 
the Kurds ary in a favourable disposition towards the Persian authorities. The 
establishment of a tolerable Government in Persia with the settlement of the frontier 
question would probably bring back most of the rebellious Persian Kurds to their 
allegiance. 

One distressing characteristic of the Kurds is that they do not seem to share the 
healthy respect: for the inviolability of Europeans, which is fortunately fairly general in 
Persia, They have no animosity against Europeans j on the contrary, they nearly always 
welcome them h ith t he greatest hospitality. But, if it happens to suit their pnrpc§efi, they 
are quite ready to kill an European. As ficp. example ofthis characteristic, 1 would cite t.lio 
ciise of the family of AJi Khan, ciiief of Kinder Gash. 'J’jfis chief invited me to spend a 
night at hie home on my wuy back to Tabreea; and he entertained me with the greatest 
hospitably, while his son Ahmed Agha, a lino specimen of the young Kurd, waited on 
me in his own house ns if lie had been my servant, I understand that this family, 
which has often entertained Shahs of Persia at Kinder Gash, always delights in treating 
Europeans with similar courtesy. Now for the other side of tile picture. Three years 
ago SerdiT Mikri, a powerful Kurdish chief, was Governor of Sonjboulak. Many of the 
Kurdish aglnne re stinted being governed by one of their fellows, a young man, whom 
they considered as their equal. In order to get him into trouble and bring about Ida 
dismissal, the family' of Ali Khan wantonly arranged the murder of an European in 
Snujhoulak. One night Ahmed Aglia, with a band of servants, entered the house of a 
German mission:try in Soujbonlak, acid in cold blood murdered a young German, 
theological Htudent, who was staying with the missionary and his wife, The m^derers 
spared the missionary and his wife, who were entirely at their mercy, and did not in kb 
away a single article from the house. Their plot had the desired result, for the Persian 
Government dismissed 8erdar Mikri on account of dm affair. Ali KIulii and his 
brother $amsam, being accused of the crime, fled to Urcni and touk iiast with Imam 
Knli, then governor there. The Prince, for a consideration of several thousand tomuue, 
mtefeeded for them with the central Guvpmmeiit and aueceeded in whitewashing 
them. Two or three menials, who may, or may not, have hean guilty of p&rticipation 
in the crime, were executed, wltile the roul olfondora got off scot free, This account 
of the incident is, of course, dsnied omcially> but locally it is generally believed to 
be absolutely true. The example of Ali Khan's family illustrates very aptly the 
two sides of Kurdish character as wel l as their indilforenoe to the taking of human life, 
even if it bv the life of an European. 

The Kuide, exceit those of Maku, do not appear to be susceptible to foreign 
political infiuoncefl other than that of Turkey, Those round their capital, youjbnulak, 
appear to We little acquaintance with the English. Their attitude towards the 
English st&nfo to be that of much of Azerbaijan, muiiely, they regard them ns a rnthor 
aristocratic race, which does not, indulge in shady commercial iran^actimis, and keeps 
aloof from political intilgur, Tito Kurds also distinguish the English from other 
Europeans as being more active, better rldens, bettor dsots, than the other peoples of 
the West* and these qualities of course count mud a with a raro of born ntlera qfid 
marksmen, I Found this reputation of my wiuntiymeu most euibamissiiig, us t being an 
Englishman, 1 was always orediteil with special knowledge of liroartns, skill in their 
use, &c. Fortunately, my attainments were never put to any practical tost, and, by 
boldly feigning in conversation an unlimited knowledge of every sort of firearm, I was 
able to get away without damaging my country men A reputation for manliness. 

The Russians are not very pogular with the Kurds lor tv r o reasons. Firstly, the 
protection which the Bussiuns afford to Christians in Kurdistan naturally brings them 
offori into conflict with the Kurds, and tends to embitter their mutual reintmus. 


Secondly. Kuwiun subjects, profit ing by the prodigality of the Kurds, often plav the 
unpleasant r*\h of the oppressive mmiey-liauler, Russian officials, with their usual 
lack of judgment, support: indiscriminately their subjects in these rases, without baking 
into account the injustice which these uana^y-lenders often inflict on the Kurds and 
the 1 1 1 mhi tul methods l>y which they acquire their hold over these uiteoph isticuted tribes* 
men. 'flm result that the liussinns have hot aiifoug the Kurils thubrilliant reputation 
for hunesty which tho English amjoy. The chiefs, who owe large auinn to Ruaskri 
subjects, arc inclined to judge the Russians genendly by the standard of Caucasian 
inouay-foiulcrs, and the officials who auppbi't thorn. Of course the attitude of tho 
Maku Kurds may be different, for thoir Kb an, lkbm-es-Saltanch, is more nr leas under 
Bueai an protection. 

In conclusion, 1 may say (hat the present state of Kurdistan m mm of administra¬ 
tive claws, and tho tolerable order there reigning is duo solely to tho forbearance of the 







128 


Kurds and their internal divisions, which make them chary of revolt against j i Govern¬ 
ment always capttde of playing off one tribe against another. The Persian offiemk 
show no capacity for governing these tribesmen, and their power is very limited. Imam 
Kuli is not even master in Soujboulak, where the chief Kurdish MclJah, Kasi Jjett&h, 
is all-powerful This does not prevent him from exacting money from the loyal Kurdish 
■chiefs, and straining their loyalty to the breakitig point 1 see no reason to expect any 
improvement hi this state of things for years to come. r Jhe picture .1 drew shove ot a 
feudal Kurdistan, loyal to Persian governors, who treated justly hut firmly tUe^e cot 
unohivalrous tribesmen, is merely an ideal state of things, which is unlikely ever to 
taka actual form without some radical change in the character of Persian officials. 

I have, fee. 

W. A. SMART. 
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Sir ft. Barclay to Sir Edward til February 14,) 

No. 6,) 

TehranJammry Sfi, 1910. 

DURING the last four weeks there has been nothing in Tehran calling tor special 
record. Our answer to the Covernmeat'a application for an advance is still anxiously 
awaited, and, as far as ono can judge, the continuance in office of the present Ministry 
depends on the nature of our reply. It is largely due to the prestige ol the two victorious 
revolutionary leaders, Sip&jjidar and S&rdcur Assad, new respectively Prime Minister and 
Minister of the ] n tori or, that the Government 18 able to carry on with its insufficient 
funds, and it is questionable how fin- a Cabinet of which they do not form a part could 
maintain such authority as the Central Government now possesses. During the visit ol 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs ort the 24th instant, rwordiod to my telegram No. 29, 
hits Highness spoke of anarchy as certain to follow the resignation of the present Cabinet 
on the question of the advance. He said that without the support of Bipalidar and 
Simlai' Assad, and without money to puy the liujahcddin (the Nationalist force which 
accompanied Si pah dm Horn (tealit), no one could answer for I lie behaviour of these 
latter, Disorders would occur and the Russian troops would come on from KtiKvin. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs spoke so earnestly and with such conviction that, at 
the risk of incurring the reproach iff iteration, I ventured once again to urge by telegraph 
the importance of a prompt anil favourable reply to llie Persian Governments application 
tor an advance. 

In the north interest during the period u miter review has centered in the operations 
of l.ho Government forces under V prim and Sardfir Bahadur, Bardar Assad's son, against 
Rahim Klmn. Thetto have been generally successful and Ealum Khan is apparently in 
a bad plight, for ho bus applied for protection to both the Russian and Turkish consuls- 
general at Tnbrooa. Roth arc mid to have refused it, hut the Persian Government are 
very anxious lest the defeated brigand should find his way to one of the foreign con¬ 
sulates amt be admitted to bust. They are pressing my Russian colleague for an assur¬ 
ance (.hat asylum will nut be given him. This assurance, lie tolls mo, lus instructions 
preclude, though lie has given the Persian Gpvecpment a general assurance that Russia 
will not abandon her attitude of neutrality in the matter unless a third Power taken 
Rahim Khan under its protection, in which cast? she would he compelled to consider 
what measures aim mind take. It is to lx’ hoped that the Government forces will 
succeed in capturing Rahim Khan without delay, for should he escape across fch e*; Russian 
frontier it would 1 m■ difficult tor Russia to give him up ; and should ho mula his way to 
TiibrevK or to Sarah, where there is u Russian consular agency, it is to fie feared that 
Russian consular officers will throw open lheir gates to him lor fear sonic lurkitdi 
uonmtiat' officer should grant asylum to the fugitive. The Turkish agents are, indeed, 
already intorfumig; the Turkish oonsuUgcneral is reported to fie intriguing with the 
khsma of Kantdugh, and the Govarnov-Gencral has actually in one ease accepted his 
mediation for negotiations with one of them. Rahim Khan declares that ho has I jeon 
offered Turkish protection, and the Turkish Ambassador Inis recently made representa¬ 
tions on I lift behalf to the I Vi|ian Government. The A|nhass,ador excuses hiinseli on 
tlie ground of humanity, and declares that flic reports at thr consul-genuinls intrigues 
lira quite uiitoiiiidedi j le baft prujniflod, however, to direct Enver toy to abstain Irom 
any intrigue h of tin* kind alleged. 

TlirVituation ill toll ft, ]'i.'gard ing which I am sending an interesting despatch from 
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Hto Majesty s acting consul at Shirqz, appears to be at the mercy of Soutet-ed-DoivIeh- 
At present all traffic between Shiraz and Bush ire is at a standstill The Government 
having failed in an endeavour to induce the chief of the Kushgais to police the main 
route, that road is completely blocked; and though Soutet-c.d-Dowleh has made an 
arrangement with the merchants by which he guarantees the safety of the read viA 
Jereh p the relusal o( the. Governor-General to endorse his guarantee has until now pre¬ 
vented trade from using this route, traders fearing that the Central Government will 
repudiate liability for bases. The situation may improve for a time owing to the 
appointment of I'armau Parma in the place of Sahain-ed-Dowleh which has, just been 
announced. Sahan^ed-Dowleh’s recall is attributed to complaints from Shiraz of the 
severity of his administration. Whether this was the real cause or not, the antagonism 
which has developed between the latter and S^ulet-ed-Dowleh lias made him an undesir¬ 
able governor at a moment when the Central Government were unable to support him,, 
There seems some reason to hope that Soulet-ed*Dow]*h will co-operate with Farm an 
Farm a for the maintenance of order, instead of doing hift best to upset hie authority, 
which was t! ie policy he pursued towards the late Governor-General. Far j nan Farms 
has yt least wealth and the prestige of birth, and of his past record as a strong 
provincial governor to back him. 

Except tor Azerbaijan and Pars, there have beau no occurrences in the provinces 
during tlm last four weeks calling tor special mention. 

I have, fee. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[5102] No. £18. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 

(No. 7.) 

Sw, Tehran, January 21, 1910, 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to your telegram No. 511 of the 
30th December last, that Mr, Maurice Blake left Tehran on the 7th instant, without 
having accomplished the object of his visit. He told me before he left that ho did 
not much regret Ills want of success, as fie thought the obscurity of the political 
outlook greatly increased the speculative character of the transaction, 

In urging the Perstum Government not to part with their interest in the Anglo- 
Persian Oil C&mpqhy, I thought it well to state to Ato’&s-Saltaiieh that I expected 
to l*e apprised in the cose of any future oflera the Persian Government might 
receive, m order that I might inform the company, who possessed morally a 
preferential right of acquisition. I added, however * that 1 knew the company was 
very anxious that the Persian Government should retain their interest in the under¬ 
taking. 

I have, (fee. 

G. BARCLAY* 


[5103] No. £19. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .—(ftficctoed February 14.) 

(No. 8.) 

Sh\ Tehran, January 27, 1910. 

WITH reference to u\y despatch No. £12 of the 29th November last, 1 have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a further despatch from, His Majesty's 
acting consul-general at Tabreoz regarding the m^representatioua of Rahim Khan as to 
the part played by Russia in the totems! affairs oi Azerbaijan, 

Tim liEtrm which such mistopreaentatioue have done make it abundantly clear 
how careful the Russian military authorities should be to avoid anv action open to 
miscouat ruction. 

I have, fee. 

G. BARCLAY, 


[1704] 2 L 









Enclosure 1 in No, 210, 


A cling CvnsuUG&iaral Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 


gi r Tahreez * January 4, 1910, 

I HAVE tha honour to transmit herewith translations of correspondence between 
the Governor-General and myself regarding certain nusrepresentatioiiK made by 
Rahim Khan in a letter to Gamad Khan. 

On receipt of Rahim Khan's letter, transmitted telegraphically by G&mad Khan, 
Mukhher-es-Sultanpb asked me for my advice. He said that Rahim Ktum was 
evidently using the presence of the Russian troops at Ardebil to deceive the tribesmen 
into ljeheving that Russia was really supporting the ex-Shah, This fact was quite dear 
from Rahim Khan's reference to the occupation of Ardehil and Serab by the Russians* 
apart from bis direct assertions that suds was the policy ol Russia. These misrepresen¬ 
tations undoubtedly had a great difeet on the ignorant Shahsevans, who, in view of tho 
favour shown to Rahim Khan by tho Russians, could hardly fail to consider this brigand 
as the champion of the Russophil Shah. The Persian Government could suppress the 
rising in Eastern Azerbaijan it' it were merely a freefiootihg enterprise, out if tha 
Kamdaghis and Shahaevaus really united su a political object, for tbs accomplishment 
of which they expected the help of Russia, the revolt would become too formidable to 
suppress. For the last fifty years Eastern Azerbaijan had only been governed by 
keeping the Shahsevans ant! the Kuradaghis divided, and their united forces would be 
almost invincible. 

I advised his Excellency to communicate Rahim Khan's letter to the two consulates, 
and to leave us to deal with the matter. On liceipt of his communicating copy of 
which I have the honour to enclose, I called on my ltppan colleague to discus the 
matter with him, I argued with M, Miller much in tha sense of Muktiber^s-SultanaKe 
observations, and urged the necessity of doing something to correct the unfortunate and 
erroneous impression prevailing in Azerbaijan that Russia was behind the rebels, I 
suggested the issue ftf Ardebil of some sort of proclamation* similar to the notice served 
on the Aiijmnari at Tsbreez last April, explaining clearly the objects of the Russian 
expedition, M, Miller refilled that the communications made by M. Glers at Ardebil 
to Ualdm Khan after the arrival of tire Russian troops, rendering him responsible for 
the dainugti done to Russian life and property, must have shown clearly Russia's 
attitude towards the rebels. In view of my Russian colleague's evident reluctance to 
adopt my suggestion, I did not think it advisable to press the matter further- However! 
M, Miller Wrote an official letter to the Governor-General categorically denying the 
truth of Rahim Khans state men is. He added that Mukliboies- Unhands was at liberty 
tu show this letter to the Government generals in tho field or to anyone ulso be liked. 

! followed up my Colleague’s letter with a somewhat similar comiutiiiicatiou, though 
conceived in rather more general terms, as coming from a consulate loss directly 
interested than the Russian. 1 have the honour to enclose copy of my reply* the draft 
of which l seat to my Russian colleague, and obtained Iris written approval of its 
contents before dispatehiug my letter to the Governor-General. 

Miikhtar-eg-Sultandl was much pleased with cur answers, and ho said he would 
give them ibe necessary publicity in order to counteract Rahim Khan’s inisropra- 
Btintations, 

I have, &c. 

W. A. SMART* 


Enclosure 2 in No, 219 


\lukhhcr-r?t-SttU'tnt-h to Acting OomuZ-Getterai Smart. 

(Tnmslutioiu) 

Ills Excellency Shuja'-cd/Dowleh has received a letter from Rahim Khan. Since 
lie (Rahim Khan) has lied somewhat about the foreign Powers, 1 enclose herewith a 
copy of his letter for your information* These sorts of rumours undoubtedly have an 
influence on the minus of tho ShahaovaqjE who believe that Rahim Khan is really 
working For Mu bammed All Mirza, and that the foreign Powers mentioned above are 
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engaged ia bringing back His Highness* I have reported the matter to Tehran, and 
thought it necessary to inform you, in order that you may know what misrepresenta¬ 
tions Rahim Khan ia making, 

December 28, 1909, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 219* 

Shuja'-ed-Dowlch to Nukhbcr-esJiidtaneh. 

(Translation,) 

(Telegraphic.) Serab, December 23, 1909. 

I HAVE just now (b untiet otr the 22 dd December, 1909), received a letter from 
Rahim Khan* which ia textuolly as follows 

“ I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. I am delighted to 
bear that you are In good health, and am grateful to you for your kind ness. With 
regard to what you write about fixing a place for a visit, you know how pleased 1 was 
at your arrival in these parts* and bow much I wished to meet you. But for some days 
I have bean slightly indisposed, I have brought a doctor from Russia* and lie in 
engaged In curing mo. Thank God, I am now somewhat Irettor, but, on account of the 
cold, the doctor has forbidden me to go. God is witness that I also wished to meet you 
If you have any important business to render a visit necessary, send kick the army 
which you have with you, and with thirty or forty horsemen come to Ahar. I will also 
come there* and we cun meet, Rut, if you cannot come, return to Maragha, 

ft So you have gone over to the Nationalists. Well* lot us see. If they treat you 
kindly, then I will do like you. (Rahim Khan means that the Nationalists will in tho 
end play Shuja-orl-Dowieh a bad turn*) Now that the Russians have seized Aitlebil 
and be rub, wbat does it matter what we do? No good can come of whatever we do. 
If, as l said before, you come to Ahar, I must assemble alt the chiefs of Karadugh and 
the 813abaevans. You must know that I am allied to the chiefs of tho six provinces 
(Karadagb, Ardebil, Mishkin, Kludkhal* T&lifh. Ujnrood). All the chiefs must he 
present at the meeting with you. But* if this visit is not necessary, depart, l hope* if 
you are well, that we may meet in the spring. 

" I have one tin ore observation tu make confidentially. 1 and all my family dwell 
on the frontier* and are informed, of tho newspaper reports* To-day it is clearly seated 
in the Russian newspapers that all the foreign Rowers have promised help to His 
Imperial Majesty Mu hammed Ali Shall, and that Ilia Imperial Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia has want 12,000 Cossacks to accompany him to Persia. You ah mild not obey the 
instructions which you have received to attack me. Who advised you to this course? 
The Anjuman Ims only two capable men for its missions—you and me. One day it 
sends you against me, another day it will semi me against you, If the Anjuman 1ms 
no one else, and is m need of us two, what is the goad of such an Anjuman? The end 
of this constitutional business ia uncertain. Why do you spoil the record of your 
services? Was there no one else to send against me? With what re aiming and 
intelligence do you lead out troops against me and ruin onr fifty years' friendship ? My 
son might not have been at Alamberghoush (scene of first defeat of KArad&gbisj. [ 

might have placed someone elne in command of my horsemen, who* unlike my eon, 
would not hafo let you off. Then how ashamed I should have been before you! Or 
suppose 1 had come myself. Then I would have brought the whole force of KAradtigh 
and the Blmbsevans. Then what would have become of our Jifty years' friendship? 
Do you not understand that their reason in sending you against ma is to break up our 
friendship ? Is this also fitting that we should come and submit to Sattar and Higher ? 
By the grace of the Twelfth Imam, allied as l am with the chic Is of the kEx provinces, 
the army of Balm and Tom* could not resist mo. This mission can have no advantage 
for you. Return,, and wait till the spring. If by then the Anjuman lias treated you 
kindly and restored order in the Country, then 1 will be at one with you/ 1 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 219, 

Acting ContiJGcmral Smart to MnJdiber^es-SultancK 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's letter of the 
26th instant, and to thank your Excellency for the telegram from his Excellency 
Shuja’-cd-Dowlah which you were good enough to transmit to me, 

As my Russian colleague hue already informed your Excellency that Rahim Khan’s 
statement regarding Mulmmmed Ali Mirza/s returning to Persia with the aid of Russian 
troops is an obvious falsehood, it would he superfluous for me to offer any observations 
on the subject. M. Miller tells me that do such statement Lias ever appeared in the 
Russian newspapers. 

With regard to Rahim Khan's statement that the foreign Powers have promised 
help tu Mohammed Ali Mtrua, l need hardly say that this is quite uutrua 

Your Excellency is at liberty to use this letter to correct any misapprehensions 
which may exist in the minds of ignorant persons. 

Tahrees, December 31 1 I 9 G 9 - 



[5105] No, 220. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 

(No. 10.) 

Sir, Tehran, January 28* 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks, 

I have, Ac. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure m No, 2B0. 

Motilhly Summary of Feents m Persia for four weeks ending 2Sth January. 



PUBLIC order has been maintained in Tehran during the past four weeks! and the 
usual religious dies wen: observed on the 10th Maharrem (22nd January} without 
untoward incident. 

*2, An ntlViij, occurred on the 17th ifihtnat between some Persian Cossacks and the 
police, The commandant t>6 the (’o|pick brigade adopted a somewhat high-handed 
attitude in the matter* which caused much adverse comment, both in the Assembly and 
the press, but (he question was eybittttidly settled. 

3. On the 20th Instant a fedfti who laid come from Meshed was murdered by an 
individual wlm sukaeqn-.-nlly rook refuge at the Russian Legation* representing him self 
to he a Russian subject. TEiia question is still thy subject of negotiation between the 
Russian Legation and the Persian Government, 

4. Mur aka r-es-Sultu i loh. who took refuge at the Russian Legation with the 
ex-ShalL last July, and loll the comitry wtth Mohammed Ali, returned to Tehran 
towards the end of January and was immediately arrested, lie was tried on a political 
charge* and though a full report of the proceedings has not been published. It is under¬ 
stood that hi; was Eiiund gniliy of complicity in il plot to foment, disturbances for the 
purpose iif cmhnnmslng the Guvernmuiit., The death sentence was parsed, and fie was 
executed publicly on the 37th instant, Eye-witnesses declare that the execution was 


business, while Sunday h set aside for extraordinary sittings. The committees are at 
worit every day* except Friday, from 8 am. till 12, and from 1 to 5 p.h. 

Most of tile Ministries have appointed Under-Secretaries, who represent them 
in the House and answer questions, Yamin-i-Nisarn, the well known Persian 
representative on the Mac Mahon Seis'tau Com mission* is Under-Secretary for War* 
while Sikat“Ul-Mnlk is Under-Secretary for Foreign Affaire. The 13th January was the 
first occasion on which the sitting was chiefly devoted to the interpellation of Ministers, 
some ol whom attended in person, on matters of public interest The new Under- 
Secretary M the Interior, Kavatn-eg-Su Ranch, brother of the new Minister of Finance, 
Yosbuk-ed-Do\vle3 1 , replied to embarrassing questions with tact and ability. A great 
many questions were put to the representative of the War Office respecting the Cossack 
brigade* the officers of which subsequently attended in a body at the House to offer 
their allegiance to the Constitution. On the 25th January the Under-Secretary for the 
Interior was severely cross questioned respecting the behaviour of the Governor of Fare, 
whose 1 '^ignaL.ion E w announced. It is understood the Prince Forman Farms, will 
succeed him. 

The high priests of ftojtsf having evinced solicitude regarding the observance of 
Islamic law as to the side of spirits and the prohibition of lotteries, their letters on the 
subject were read and a suitable reply drawn up. 

G. Sardar Assad—At the beginning of January Sardur Assad announced his 
intention to proceed to Vienna for medical treatment. He appears, however, for the 
present to have abandoned tEic project. 

7. The Press. —'l 1 he hostility of the press towards Russia and England has in no 
way abated. Daily articles continue to app^ir urging the people to awaken to the 
dangers confront mg them. 

G. P. CHURCHILL 


Tabrccz. 

At the end of December the Government troops under Yefrain and Sardar 
Bahadur defeated the Karadngbi# under Rahim KEtau’a sou and captured Aliar, Rahim 
Khan's I lead-quarters. A few days later the Kanulughis, having been reinforced, 
returned and attacked Ahar. The Government troops went out into the open and 
repulsed them, killing 30, and losing I killed and 4 wounded* The Karadaghis fled 
northwards. 

About the 10th January the Kamdaghis, under Rahim Khan's sou, once more 
attacked Aliar, tins time in large numbers arid from several directions, They wore 
repulsed with heavy loss and lied, being pursued for 8 miles by the Government troops* 
who lost 10 killed* Sardar Bahadur was slightly wounded in one foot and had Ena 
horse shot under him. This defeat appears to have finally broken tho power of Rahim 
Khan, ag he has applied to both the Russian and Turkish consulates at Tubreiss?. for 
protection. On the 1 Lth January, His Majesty's acting consul-general reported that 
three detachments of Russian Cossacks*: in all 200 men, liad, on the receipt of urgent 
orders Rom the Viceroy of the t.’^ueasgs, been sent from Ardebil ami Tahmcz t o Ahar to 
repm-t on the stfeiigtli of the Government!. troops and rebels* &c. Mr. Smart informed 
his Russian colleague that lm considered the dispatch of these imops criminal, as it was 
likely to undo all, the work, done by the Government troops and would tmeourugo to 
further resistance tribal chiefs who were dascotiraged by the Government victories, 
rhedispatd) of troops would be raguixlvd generally as moral support of the rebels by 
Russia, if not mom Mr. Miller expressed his entire agreement with Mr, Smart, and 
■said that the Russian vlco-cousid at Aidobil and he had strongly opposed the sending 
oi troops Ibr those very reasons, but Ltie military Authorities had disregarded the 
objections of the EWIgn Office agents, staling t.hat they must obey their orders, 
Mr. Smart told Mi* Miller Hint tie thought it was intolerable that the military 
authorities should be nbk: to act in :i manner contrary to the wishes of tEie Foreign 
U flico agents mid indirect contradiction to the policy of nou-intervention of the two 
Powers. Mr, Miller agreed* and said Ln- laul telegraphed to Ids Minister at Tehran 
to 11 tat, effect. The Russian Minister at Tehran informed Sir G, Barclay that he had 
uoi heun consulted us to the dispatch of troops, and would probably have stopped it if 
hu had, The Persian Govern men I, protested Ibrnmlly to the Russian GuvcrnmaiiL 
against ilieir dispatch. The de tad intern a however reached Aliar, where they were 
hospitably imiivixl by the Government troops. They rojj|irjKrd on the 22nd .January 
to fabnm aud Ardehil, and Mr, Miller informed Mr, Smart that the Viceroy of ltie 
lnot] 2 m 








Caucasus had lj£en instructed by the Ruaaian Government that 
parties of troops were not to bo moved about in A sorbs Ej an withe 
the foreign Office agents, 

Meshed* 

!■ "Quiet baa prevailed at Meshed. Both consul s-goneral are 
to prevent the officials being changed, at- an? rate before the Pe 
probable that Rukn ed-Dowleh will retain tlu? governorship, Pi 
have asked Ida legation to procure the removal of the chief o 


Turbo, t-1- /-/ ai dark 

L. J he following movements of Russian Cossacks are reported :— 

Un the 5th December four left for Russia via Karen; On the 17th December two 
arrived from Meshed tor Birjantb 

2. On, the 9th December Captain Skonrmtt left for Kliaf; the object of his journey 
was not known. 

3. A large caravan of merchandise arrived ou the 8th December from Yezd ; the 
road was then considered fairly sale, 

Seifttan* 

l The situation has remained normal except for signs of restlessness amongst the 
Baluchis sardars. Karly in January they began to collect armed men, and avowed their 
intention of going to Nub, Tim ostensible cause of this was their discontent with the 
collection ui revenue, but as Huahmat-ul*Mulk was at the same time reported to have 
Jell. Damian tor Seirttan wllIi J9U men, their real object was probably to join him. His 
Majesty s consul sent a message to the chijgF amxfor, Purdah dad Khan, warning him 
agaiitrtL creating disturbances arid of his responsibility if British subjects or interests 
suffered, and advising Him to refer his grievances to Tehran and to pay such revenue aa 
was justly due. in the middle of January the Persian authorities in Seisttui still 
expressed much anxiety aw to the attitude of the sardare, and seined to (bar a general 
ri.sing L Major O‘Con our was assured by tiie two principalsardars, whom lie interviewed, 
that they did not intend to create disturfomefa, but only to secure equitable assessment 
and col ti'ction of revenue and other such legitimate right*. Minnr O' Com tor repeated 
hi^ warning to them, and Urged them to use tho proper channel* for submitting their 
grievances to tin: Government. Major O’Connor tbinks ih at no aorions disturbance is 
at present probable mid ihaL Br tish Influence will suffice to keep the sardnra m hand 
but lie is uncertain what Hash innt-nhMu Ik’* attitude will lie, 

2* Dm big Nt >vend>vr, 1909, 2,937 coses were treated in the hospital in sfLatan, and 
] ,417 in that, of Bbjund, 

Ispahan, 

1 V n tlkir 51,1 ^binuory ftardari-Aslyaa, Efokhti&ri, notified officially to the Russian 
and British consuls-gcneral that he had been appointed to officiate us Governor-General* 
Air, (iiMhamv visited him on the 7th January. Speaking of the Bakhtiari road, the 
klam declared tl art he and ihe other kb one intended to do all they could to keep the 
road open during the winter, and further, to set about building proper caravanserais on 
it in tiie aprihg, 11u said thut they had not at firalj grasped what importance the road 
wtife destined to assume. They had only been making a trial. Now they were term need, ■ 
ati'l would work on a lat'jrur ssv-nlu. Mr, Gruhame no in ted out that it would he t.m thmi* 
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3. The Kuhgeluis withdrew from Grcblm a* the cold increased, and all the roads 
in the district- have been safer recently than for sonic time previously. Caravans ha vs 
been using all the roads, and no robberies bate been reported since the fllat December. 


Yezd. 

l„ M. AdamoU, Russian consul at Kerman, arrived from Kerman on the 22nd 
December. 

2. The town and district has remained quiet, but tmde is still dull, merchants 
foariiig to re*Limn operations until certain that the new regime will last. Few caravans 

therefore moving, but the road* appear to be fairly safe. On the 9th January, 
ttadr-ill-U1 Lima, a prominent intriguing priest, whom former governors have fcxuid it 
necessary to propitiate, was seized and thrown into chains. Next day, he was 
bastinadoed until speechless, apparently for attempting to influence the authorities in 
Tehran to make the governor cease from exacting money from him. The governor 
personally thrashed the executioner for not laying ou property. Sadr-ul-Ulema alleges 
that Vie has already paid over 2,G06Z. 

3« IJ io local assembly, owing to the opposition of the priests, refuses to admit a 
Farsi member a* laid down in the constitution. The Pursis iin| meanwhile wasting their 
energy m quarrelling among themselves. 


Sultan i abad. 

I. hroin a report dated the 22nd December, 1909, from Mr. Strauss, it appear* 
tluit the govei^ior oi Rwrujird, Amir Seh-ed-din Murza, is absolutely powerless, Having 
no money wherewith to pay his troops, large numbers of them have deserted. The 
priests are in opposition to him, and any proclamation he issues is at once teru down 
Gty deputies sent by him to govern sub-divisions of his governorship have all been com¬ 
pelled to return to Rurujird. Mr. Straus anticipates that, foiling the dispatch of a 
governor with troops and money, the Lur tribes will ravage the countryside in the 
spring, 


Kerman shah, 

I. Mr. Manson, cashier of the Imperial Bank of Persia, loft for Uamadan on the 
18th December, 1909, on transfer. 

, ^ 2. About s.he 20th, fifty Persian Goasacks arrived at Kangtxwi.tr, tbo governor of 
vditeh plane was ordered to employ them and LOO local horsemen to hold the K aka wand 
on that siilc. 

3. Hie Aklnihd Khomseaini of Kerbcla Is, it appears, a strong supporter of pap- 
Islarni&m, and has Ihvu corresponding with l\w Sheikfoul-Islam of Afghanistan through 
Euiim KandaEiari merchants at Ken muish ah, with a view to reconciling Sunnis and 
Shiahs. 

4. Mullah Qurbun Ali of Zinjan arrived under escort on the 23th December and 
left the same day for Kerbdu. 

5 - J^ndlng tluj arrival of the now governor, Nizamtes-Sultanolq from Tehran, tlm 
town became quiet and robWiea ceased. The governor arrived qh the 5th January, the 
ex-governor having lei!, on the 2nd January for fchraji, Oaruv&us were leaving by all 
roads. ° J 

Kerman* 

L. I he town and district have remained quiet, There lias been an exchange of 
viuwa between bins IJeiifcrul Government and tlu# governor :ia to tbu best way to deal 
wn,a the Baluchis, Thu governor appears to have asked lor funds to enable him to 
"" 1 a force against, ( hem. To this the Government replied that if hu wore not 
prepared to reduce (,he Baluchis and collect revenue from them, they could find 
another man who would do it. KnwauMil-Mulk replied that he would like bis 
rosigiuuion to be accepted before the Persian new year, and that the Government 
did not ace in to realise Umi Baluchistan was now p;sutiCAlly indupOudcnt and divided 
into three parte under Surdars Said Khan, Balimui Khan, and Jihand, If, however, his 
retjurM, (or lummy was granted, be would do his beat to go to Bam and Regan and 
bring the BaLuclus to terms* 










Shiraz, 


l. The blocking of the Bushire road (or caravan traffic owing to the disagreement 
lietween Sodet-ed-Dowldi and the Governor-General, baa been the question! of the month * 
The former made extravagant demands as to governorship hi return for which he would 
guarantee the usual route vj& K&torun* Ills demands being refused, he proposed that 
a route v\k Jirreh should he used, ho gnnrauteeing its safety, but owing to the reiusal 
of the Governor-General to accept this guarantee, merchants have relmified from using 
this route* Meanwhile S&hain-cd-Dowleh has been dismissed, and Farman Forma has 
been appointed Governor-General of Fare. The latter is still at Tehran, 

Phiwi an Gulf. 

Bushire* 

1. It is imported on confidential, but fairly reliable, authority that Mohammad 
Rashid, broker of Messrs. Wonckh&us k Co,, Linjgub, who returned to Lingali from 
Muscat on tho 24th .November by the Hamburg-A merika liner “ SiciluiT landed some 
arms and ammunition, tuel ml mg eight Mauser pistols, at night* As the agents of this fine 
are allowed to land their cargo at them own wharf instead of that of the Customs, the 
employ (fa are ait an advantage in smuggling contraband. Mohammad flash id has again 
gone to Muscat to gat some arms and ammunition which be is expecting by a Homburg- 
Amertka steamer. 

2. Mi mi Hussein, clerk to the German consulate, was early in December elected a 
member of the local assembly. He resigned his post iti the consulate, and w as succeeded 
iu it by Ids brother, Mb has give]) out that he intends, to start business, and has 
promised a mont! \y contribution of over 21. towards tho expenses of the assembly. As 
he guts no remuneration os a member of the assembly, bin action is somewhat peculiar. 

3. A French Jew merchant named Mcuaschd arrived at Bushire in December with 
a view, according to his own statement, to purchasing gum tragacanth and other gums. 
To this end he prnuusus to go to Slums: later on. It seems, however, that since he 
arrived he has been hooking extensive orders for arms. 

c~ 


Bunder Abbas* 

L The consular escort is being increased to. one native officer and thirty men, owing 
to the possibility of an attack on the consulate 1 by Atghnns engaged in the arms traffic, 
of whom early in January there were over 300 in the town. 


Mohamtrwrah. 


1. Ills Majt?sty T n consul is informed that the Hakhtiaci Khans have written to 
Farhau Assad, of the Qhab |)uWk, saying that they wish to make tho territories under 
him distinct from those under Sln-ikli Khaznl, and propose to send down a robe of 
honour and arrange |br him Lo send his taxes in direct, and not through the Sheikh, 
FEiiban lias Ihsvitrded the letter to Sheikh KhuKal. Sheikh Jafar of Fallahiynih Chah 
is reported not long ago to have received similar letters from the Liaikhthri Khans, If 
these reports are true, $nd the attitude of Sheikh Khnzal recently towards the khans 
tends to confirm them, the latter are using: their newly gained official power to subvert 
the sheik^ authority in A ru hi stum 

2, His Majesty's consul, in forwarding Ids trade report for Ambistsm i or the quarter 
muling SepteniI rw. ItUKJ, draws attention to the openings existing lor British Umm at 
Mobrunmi'iidi. M. Rmssnnr intends to commence regular business in leather eatables 
and inlsoellaneous g^hoils of French and English make* His advent is to bo welcomed* 
ns he will devoir himself to a branch of trade wholly in German hands. Uf British 
firms, Messes, Lynch l!ms, scorn wholly occupied with shipping,’and Eire doing nothing 
to exploit tin 1 - Local markets and imports. Messrs Lloyd, Scott & E o, are at present 
wholly occupied with llm business of the A ngl e-Persian Oil Company, hut are imiking 
out ibr pussiuh 1 openings, and may perhaps take an active interest, in trade later on* 
.Messrs. Grav, Mackenzie A Go., uf Bussorab, Liave received instructions from home to 
iiivestigatv the possibilities of Mohuinmcrah, with a view to opening up a branch 
there. His Majesty's consul is giving them oven assistance in gauging the capahihi.ies 
of the place, and it is much to be desired that they should set. up thine to compete 
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against She Germans, They have always been on good terms with the sheikh, and 
this should be of assistance to them, A branch of the Imperial Bank of Persia woe 
to be opened at Mohammerah on the 1st January. 

C. B STOKES, Major, 

Military Attachi. 


[5081] No. 221. 

Sir A, N kelson to Sir Edward Grey. — [Received February 11) 

(No. 69.) 

Sir, Si. Petersburgh, February d, 1910. 

I ALLUDED last night* in conversation with M. Stolypine, to the urgent need of 
the Persian Government of a smu 11 advance. He seemed to be well acquainted with 
the details. 1 remarked that all that was required was live million francs from each 
Government.. He said that it was a mere bagatelle* I replied that such was the ame, 
but the funds would be of the greatest assistance to the Persian Government and were 
most urgently required. I regretted that the Minister of Finance was opposed to 
making the advance, llis Excellency said that M* Kokovtsoff was not, m reality, 
opposed to it, I remarked that in any case he tied his puree-.strings very tightly. 
M. Stolypine observed that the roles of the two Governments had changed. Formerly 
we had opposed an advance to the Government of the former Shah when the Russian 
Government had desired to make one, and now tho ease was. re veiled. I stud that the 
Kituation was quite other, but I earnestly hoped that his Excellency would do his best 
to settle the matter in accordance with our suggestions* He said that it was to be 
decided within the next few days at a Cabinet committee. We were interrupted at 
this point of our conversation, 

T have, &c, 

A. NJ COLSON* 


[5083] No. 222 , 

Sir A. NieoUon to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 14.) 

(No, 72) 

Sir, Si. Pctcrsburgk „ February 5, 1910. 

I ENQUIRED of M, lsvoUky this afternoon when the committee would meet to 
decide on the question of making the advance of 400*0001* to the Persian Government, 
as 1 could gather from Sir G. Barclay's telegrams, and especially from an interview he 
had recently had with the Naai-ul-Mulk* how urgent the matter was. His Excellency 
said f Suit the meeting would he buhl within the next few days* As there has been so 
much correspondence, telegraphic and other* of late on iho subject of this advance, 
and as there may he a little confusion in the mind of M, Isvolsky, 1 thought it well lo 
put in a few Lues our point of view on the subject. I therefore addressed a private 
note to M. fsvalgky* of which I beg leave to enclose a copy* 

T have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No* 222. 

Sir A, Nlcolaon Lo ilf, 1 stool shy. 

8a int-Pcl ersbounj, le 23 janvkr 

Hon cheri Minisiro, (5 fimier), 1910, 

CKLMMK le eonseil so idunitn tres prochainemeut pour prendre one decision sur 
la question d’une avffiicu a fibre an Oouvernanicnt persan, jo voudntis prcciscr noire 
point tie vue, qui consists a fa ire Fa vance do 10*000,000 do francs mua delni (5,000,000 
cLiaeun) centre lee six conditions sur Icaquclles I us ropreseu Units msse et anglais ae 
soul to tubes d ’accord, Co fsnrait lnieux, a noire avis* do no pas surcitarger Tavnnce 
d’atitree conditions, ct do nous tenir utricle mont aux termes ties six conditions aomme 
dies ont etc rc5digeus par M* dr Foklovreky et Sir G-, Barclay ensemble, Au risque do 
[1794] ’ ^ 2 S 
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trop 

que 


vous ennuycr, je dois de nouveau exprimer Teppoir, vu Turgcnce de la question 
1 q coneeil Gmettra mie opinion favorable sous bref delnL 

Votre, #c. 


A. NICGLSGN. 


T 


[ 5084 ] No, SS3, 

Sir A. Nicohon. to Sir Edward 0ray,—[Deceived February 14.) 

(No, 76 a.) 

SL Fetersburfjh r February 7, 1010, 

E ENQUIRED qfM. Iavolaky today whether be bag receded any intelligence of 
jibe discussion in the Persiaji Aanembly in regard to the pre-sence ot tioops in 

Persia. r|b replied ifi the aflirmative, and remarked that the attitude oi the Med)lias 
ivaB mo&t Impertinent and very foolish. 1 knew wed that the Russian ti oops bad iiot 
entered Persia for their own pleasure, or with any objects ether than those of guarding 
the roads and eecuring the safety of Russians and other Eijlopeang either at Tehran, 
Ardebil, or elsewhere. The dispatch of troops had been n necessity imposed upon the 
Russian Government bvthe inability of the Persians to maintain order themaulves ; And, 
in fact, the presence of the Russian troops had been on more than one oc®on tit peat 
advantage to the Nationalists them selves, lie was annoyed by the discussion^ nd vote 
in the Middies, m they occurred just at th| inotnttrit when be was preparing some 
proposals.winch he intended to lav before the niter-departmental committee on Ihnrsday 
next for the reduction or withdrawal of the Russian troops; llie defeat and bight of 
Ruliim Khan bad disposed of that individual as being a dimmer, and lie was about to 
propose to entrust the policing of the Ardebil toad to the Pens in us. I enquired as to 
the force at Knzvin, That also, M. Is volsky replied; would Imve been withdrawn or 
largely reduced, lie had always been in favour of rcndhng the Russian troops on the 
jurat opportunity, but after what had occurred in the Medjliss it would be exceedingly 
difficult for him to press the matter, as it would have the appearance (dint Russia was 
yielding to Persian pressure. 

I said thai I presumed that the proceedings of the Medjliss would have no influence 
on the decision of (.he Russian Government in regard to a mutiny advance to the Persian 
Government Hih Excellency replied that was n separate question to be decided on its 
own merits. I (e linked whether we had not buon landing detachments in the south, 
I told him that a force had been landed to B&e a dopGt of antis, and he knew that we 
were obliged to take active measures to check the gun-running, which hud assumed 
serious proportions. The force had re-etiibrnW directly they had effected their .-object, 

M, iavolsky mid that the conduct of Ibi Persians towards Russia was very 
vexatious. He had received a note from the Persian chnrgd dVllhiies, requesting t^afc 
Rahim Kbmi ioidd be extradited This was an inadmissible request, Ktthim Khan 
had [kstin Lmrispurtcd to the north in the Gtucusus ; imd an enquiry would be held to 
ascertain whether be had been implicated in [ullage or other misdeeds, and his 
treatment would depend mi the results of that enquiry. Of course, it was out of the 
question to think of surrendering him to the Persian authorities. Steps had been 
taken to endeavour to prevent any influx of other fugitives into Russian territory. 

M. iKvolsky wns not. incensed at what had occurred in the Medjli&s, lie regarded it 
as an unfortunate* untimely, and foolish ebullition of icol mg. 

1 have, Ac. 

A. NICOLSQN, 


[5155] No. 221, 

Si? 0. Lowlher to Si? Edward (Jt at/.—(Received February 11.) 

(No. 73.) 

gir n 'dfftmftctiiitjwjjifli F<:frruat*t/ 8, lb 10, 

WITH reference to my deep ate ft No. 35 of the 25th iiUium, I have the hoiiour to 
forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's acting vice-consul at Vun, report mg on 
the preposterous claim made by ihe van of Van to the Soiling district as “annexed 
territory^' 

I have, &c t 

GERARD LOWTHEll. 
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Enclosure in No 224, 


Acting VUe-Con^d Morgan to Sir G, Lowther , 

fNo. 23.) 

Sir, F<m, December 29, 1999, 

AS regards the incident between Turks and Persians in the district of Soiduz, 
south of Lake Urmiah, I had a conversation with the vali on the- subject, i iis views on 
the matter are simple. 

Solduz f irms part of the annexed territory, and is under the jurisdiction of the Van 
vilayet. Our troops have been in occupation, there for the last three years. The 
incident was produced by some forty Persians entering the district and provoking 
a conflict with our tjgppa As a result of the conflict some five Persians were killed. 
There were no casualties among the Turkish troops 

From the voli's point of view, therefore, tlie contested zone and a good deal 
of Persian territory besides has now- become “ annexed territory.” That 1 am not the 
only person to whom the tali has spoken of the “annexed territory " ! have proved by 
com [Miring notes with my French colleague, in c& vernation with whom the vali has 
often referred to the contested zone as lt annexed territory." 

When cue considers that 'Turkish, troops have now been in various Persian towns 
for some years, and have met with no other opposition than notes presented to the 
Turkish Government by the Persian Ambassador, it is natural that they should not 
retire and that they should come to look on the territory occupied a* their own, 
No doubt they will continue to annex territory until they encounter some serious 
opposition, 

I have, &c. 

JAMES MORGAN, 


[5076] No. 225. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Qreu.—(Rocrived February 14.) 

(No, UG.) 

(Telegraphic,) P, Tehran, Februarij 14, 1910. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government, 

1 am informed by M, Pokleweki that he has received the authorisation to join in 
olku'ing an advance of dOO,0OO£. on conditions reported in my tologrtnu Vo, 23 of the 
18th January to Persian Government, subject to the rate of interest being fixed at 
7 or 8 par cent., and the mint revenue being added to supplement the security of the 
customs revenue. Further, in order to safeguard ourselves against any but bonS fide 
Persian entorpmes, particular care is to be exercised in the drafting ofthe Iasi, sentence 
of condition 4. 

Wo Limy now, 1 presume, present our reply on these lines to the Persian Govern¬ 
ment, but I defer taking action until I learn whether you have any instructions for 
me in regard to wording of condition 4. 


[4818] No. 22EL 

pSir Edward Urey to Zil-cH-Stdtan. 

Sir, ^ Foreipn Ojjico t February 14, 1910, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Imperial Highness that the {&ng*s private 
Htreretary duly handed to His Majesty your letter of the 26th ultimo, requesting that 
instructions mig)it be mni to his Minister at. Tehran to protect your family and property 
in Persia. 

Ills Majesty lias been graciously pleCeed to ctuifio your ftuperia] Efighness's letter 
to be forwarded to run and to signify his commands that 1 should reply to it, and I have 
accordingly the honour to state Unit on the 27th ultimo mstniotiuna wore sent to His 
Majesty's Ain bailor at I'uris to inform you of the atops taken by II is Majesty k 
Government in view of the desire expressed by you for their intorventum in the mutter 
of the seizure by the Governor General of Ispahan, under orders from Lho Persian 
Govi rnmcnt, of two villages forming part of your property near ihat town. 

The letter addressed to your Imperial Highness by Sir F. Bertie in fulfil muni of 
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these instructions has no doubt already reachud you, but I have now learnt that the 
decision of the Persian Government to seize the property in question was Juts to your 
failure to meet 21 promissory note for E 00,000 tomane given in addition to the 
100,000 tomans paid by you as random while your were in Persia last Septeinlxit, 

1 must remind your imperial Highness that this exaction was the direct result of a 
journey to Persia undertaken by your Imperial flightless in direct opposition to the 
ad vice tendered to you b_v llie Majesty's and the Russian Governments, and in those 
circumstance^ I can but express my regret that His Majesty’*) Government have no 
ground for intervention to save yon from the consequences of an act by which yen 
li'i’feitcd your claim to their protection. 

I have* &a. 

E, GREY, 


[5355] No. 227. 

Board of Trade to Foreign Office.—(Received February 15.) 

Sir, Board of Trade, February j 14, 1910. 

WITH reference (.0 your letter of the 23th January and to previous correspon¬ 
dence on l& subject, uf the provision of rpad-giiards in Southern Persia, I am directed 
by tliu Hoard of Trade to state, for the information of Sir E. Grey, that the Board will 
have no objection Jo approaching interested British firms in the man iter suggested in 
the last paragraph of your letter under reply. They doubt, however, whether they are 
likely to lie successful at removing Lhe objections indicated in the letter from this 
department of [ho 23th December, unless they are able to place those firms in posses¬ 
sion of some new facts bearing upon the matter with widen at present the Board are 
not acquainted. 

The Hoard arc umiblo to reconcile the figures in their possession with the view 
stated in your letter to be held by Sir G. Barclay and Major Cox, to the effect that the 
imposition id a. surtax of 10 per cent, at Bit ah ire alone would be insufficient to provid.0 
die necessiiry funds fur the prov ision of tin? suggested road-guards, unless they are to 
understand that u limited scheme satsh as dial suggested by Mr. Acting Consul Bill in 
iiis despatch of the 1st September is now considered lobe out of the question. The 
Board would lutve been disposed to expect, on the one hand, that the improved 
security of the roads from Bush ire would counterbalance die cost of the small increase 
of duty on goods imported through that port, and so would prevent any diversion of 
trade; and, bn the other, that the improvement of facilities solely at Ought re out of the 
proceeds of a tux levied on imports ul all South Persian ports would tend to divert 
trial 0 from the other ports to Hush ire. 

I’ll yi%, however, of tin? fact that their knowledge of local conditions is 
necessarily imperfect, ihe Board do not. desire to press their objection to the surtax 
being levied ni. all the South Persian ports, should pr E. Grey think it desirable, on 
the balance of conftiderations, to give his eouueiH, In that event, however, it scorns to 
bo a i|uestio[i whothor it would not bu advisable for luck consent to bb given without 
any renewal of a discussion with the in torus tod firms, from whom continued opposition 
may bo anticipated, 

1 um, Slg. 

GEO. J, STANLEY. 


15419] 


No. 22S. 


Sir Oh Barclay to Sir Edakird Orev (Jfece hted February 15.) 

(Xu. 68.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Febrnaiy 15, 1010, 

3113 Majesty's acting consul at Sbirnst reports a rumour tliut Soulebed-Dowfeh lifts 
been promised lR,tH)0 tomnns by the Sheikh of Mahammorab towards u movement 
against Ispahan and Tcliran by the Knaligais. 

In --r-lei m ascertain whether there in any found at ion for this: story, 1 have scut 
instructions to 11 in Majesty’s consul at .dohatnmcruh to question tho sheikh con[ideal]ally, 
am I to warn him that he would alienate our sympathy I >y assisting such a movement, 
mill dial 1 lie danger of interveniion which would follow civil war in the south makes it 
imperative that lie should persevere in Ids allegiance to the Government at. Tehran. 
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[5439] No* 229. 

Sir A. Nicohtm to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received February 15.) 

(No, 56,) 

(Telegraphic.) R, St. Peter$}ntrgh, February 15, 1910, 

RAHIM KHAN. 

To vr telegram No. 73 of the 10th February and Sir G* Barclay's telegram No. 52 
of the 8th February. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that Rahim Khan, besides some live stock, 
brought with him about 200 carpets of various sizes. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
points out that it is difficult to take any steps Without some more precise data as to 
what property belongs to British subjects, and which ho is supposed to have carried 
away with him* He adds that proper course for any claimant to take is to bring his 
claims with proofs before police authorities, who could then enquire into matter, and. if 
stolen objects are found tribunals, are competent to decide us to thoir restitution. 


[5076] No. 230, 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay * 

(No, 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) R ^ _ Foreign Office , February 15, 1910* 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance. See your telegram No. fJG of yesterday. 

His Majesty's Govern incut, would prefer a rale of interest of 7 percent, to one of 
S per cent,, and trust that this will meet with M. Poklewsky’e approval, As regards 
fourth conditions waprefer the wording given below :— 

"Persia will grant no concession for railway lines without previously offering the 
British and Russian Governments the option of constructing such linns. The British 
and Russian Governments will not exorcise this option in llir rasa ol : uconcession which 
they are satis find is to bu granted to a Persian subject for construction and exploitation 
by exclusively Persian capital/ 1 

Of course, a combination of Russian or British with Persian capital would bounder- 
stood as being included in, thus term " EVrsian capital/’ A note supple renting loan 
agreement might in ike this point dear, or it could ho explained in sumo other way if 
you have any more suitable method to suggest. 


No. 231* 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 39.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Mpretijn Ojjicv, Febrmry 15, HH0. 

YOG should suggest to Persian Government, as soon as advance is settled, that 
they should give stjftim evidence of friendliness towards ourselves and Russia, and you 
should especially impress upon them that it is impossible for Russia to take any steps 
toward* withdrawal uf troops unless I’eraiau Government and Mcdjiias show her some 
signs of friendliness, 

Persian Government, eamiijt expect Russia to withdraw her troops under pressure, 
and specially while hostile demonstration* in Medjliss give her cause to think that with¬ 
drawal of troops will be used by Benda to damage Russian interests in the north- 


[5445] No. 232. 

Sir A. Ntcohon to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received February lfi.) 

(No, 84) 

Sir, St. Piicrshnryh, February 13, 1010. 

TU K lb]lowing semi-official ednun,unique was published in the pros* yesterday 

"Some foreign iiew^prronra have circulated the news that the Russian Government 
protect lUhim Khun, whb has fftul into Rtusian territory, mid tlmt Lhuy are extending 
re him special hospitality- This news is an invention., Rahim Kbjin, who played an 
active part in eon tending against the present Govern meat, is regarded by the Russian 
[1704] " 2 0 








142 

Government a§ a political offender, and ns such, according to the- generally recognised 
international custom, is not liable to extradition, Tn order to cut off all communication 
between this refugee and his fefflow tribesmen in Persia, and to prevent on him part any 
kind of in trig lie, he lias beon directed to move from the frontier and to betake himself 
to Ekateriuodur.” 

I have, &c. 

A, NICOLSGK 


[5446] No. 233. 

Sir A , NieoUmt tn Sir Edward Grey.—(Eee$ired February 16.) 

(No. 80.) 

Sir, St. Pctereburgh, February 13, 1910. 

r HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an aidfi-m^hionTe which 1 have 
received from the Russian Government defining their views in regard to the conditions 
to be attached to an advance lo the Persian Government. 

I have, &c. 

NIC OLSON. 

Enclosure in No. 233. 

Aidv-Mimoire comtriun laded lo Sir A. Nicolsqn by M. Iwohky, 

LE Gouvernemeut Imperial ae declare pret ii participer & une avance do 
10,000,000 do francs a hire sans dblai, conjoin lenient aveo lo Gouvenrement 
brim unique, au Gouvomitnent perean. 

Lo Gouveruemeat Imperial partage I’avis dn Gouvernemcnt: britannique qu’il ne 
fa ml writ pas surd larger Favanco do conditions trop on 6 reuses et quo lo program mo 
failure par lea Ministres do Russia et do 9a Grande-Breta&ne it Teheran pourrait 
servir de base pour Ius ndgociutions avec le Oemverncment peraaTi. 11 croit, cepeiidunt, 
n&-oss:rire do porter le moniant dcs lute rets? do Pavance a 8 pour cent, A kt rigueur i\ 
7 pour cent, want don tio que le$ omprimts precedents de la Parse avaient el6 cotie-ins 
a mi sen i de 9 a 12 pour cent, et quhm emprmit etranger ultorieur pins considerable 
no sannt it probahlemem £tro mil iso a moiiie do 7 on 8 pour cent. 

Ku outre, k Uouvcniement russo prbMieraU que Favanee lut garanlie, en premier 
lieu, par les revenue des douaiiGs, et quo ceux do la monunie u« constituout qu’uue 
by pot hbq no a up j dei rienbii re, 

Uos iuBtriiotioiiK dans ce sens nut dte expedites par telugraphe au Ministre de 
Russia & Teh6ran, qui a etc invite de s'entendre on rheme temps aycc son collogue 
britainuqiK' cn vug de rediger Particle 4 dew conditions ao rapportnnt A la question ties 
chemins die for d’unr: flijfon qui cenrtbrait la possibility de In formation de conipagnies 
perauiiQ 3 fi&tivcs pour In construction da ehemins de for a Faida do eapitanx dtraugers, 
an detriment tics intcrets de In llvissic at Me I'Angleterre. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial sc plait a croire qua le CabinOt do Loud res vourira 
bion imiuir de son cold Sir G. Barclay d’instruction's analogues. 

hbiiii-Pctersbourj, le 3D jamu'er (12 fverier), 11)10. 


[5578] No, 234. 

Sir (i Barclay to Sir Edward GreiL—(Received February IG.) 

(No. 70.) 

( r Folcgmyjliic.) P. Tehran, February IG, 1910, 

A11V A N i 1 1 1 ) to Perain it G ovcrmnei 1 1. 

Flense infer to ye nr telegram No. 29 of the loth February. 

i have the honour to report dial to-day my Russian colleague and I presented a 
j id m m.ii c to Persi&u Government, sotting forth the conditions on which the two 
Governments tuna ready to advance 400,000?. jointly. For conditions, please see my 
telegram No. 23 of the 1.8th January. Duly alteration is that security demanded & 
customs revenue,supplemental by addition of mint profits;, advance to bear 7 per cent 
interest Wording suggested En your above-incutJoned telegram has been adopted for 
condition dealing with railway enterprise. 
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[4925] No. 235, 

Sir Ed ward Gnat to Sir G\ Barclay. 

fNo, 21.) 

Sir, Foreign Office^ February 16, 1910, 

ON receipt of your telegram No, 43. relative to the transfer to the Bnkhtiari 
khans of the shares m the First Exploitation and Bskhtihri Oil Companies to which 
they are entitled, I eftfted a letter to he addressed to;the Angio-Porsian Oil Company 
informing them of your opinion that, even if they objected to the delivery to those 
■chifib of their shares till the oil has passed through the pipes, it would still be desirable 
that Ilis Majesty’s consul at Ah wan should In? made the channel of delivery of the 
sLues when the time comes mr these to he handed over. 

The tatter concluded with, an enquiry whether the company would see any objection 
to giving an undertaking to that effect. 

I transmit to you herewith Copy of the reply of the company to this commpniefy 
tion, B from which it appears that, while they are glad to avail themselves of the good 
bfliCfS of His Majesty's consul in the matter, they consider that it will help to maintain 
the position of their merits on the spot in relation to the khans if those agents are 
present at the time of delivery and hand the shaves to Mr, 1 tanking, who would then 
hand them to the khans, 

I should be glad to receive an expression of your views on this proposal of the 
company* 

1 am, &c. 

K GREY, 


[5620] No, 23G. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 17.) 

Sir, India Office, February IG, 1910, 

IN reply to your letter dated the Till February, 1910, forwarding copy of a letter 
from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company as to the employment of Mr. Scott in connection 
with the company 3 * survey in Soulli-Weht Persia, E am directed to inform you that 
Viscount M or ley concurs with Si r E. Grey that, in the ci re u instances, it is unnecessary 
to take any action on llie company's letter* 

1 am, <Vc, 

R. RITCHIE, 


[5622] No. 237. 

MdjaL'cdit/ to Foreign Oifktn—{Received February 17,) 

Sir, Jidmirtdty^ Ft-bruan/ 1G T 1910, 

\YI FK reference to your letter of the 24th September last and subsequent 
correspondence, I am comuxauded by my LovcIb (.’ommissionera ol the Admiralty to 
request that you will acquaint the Secretary of State for Povcigti AETaics that a 
telegram haa been received from the Commander-m-cldef, East Indies, stating that 
His Majesty's eon sul-general, Bo shirs, reports that therh is nr> prfipuet ut prc&eut of 
its being possible to dispense witli the naval Maxim dHashment which was sent iqi for 
the protection of the consulate at Shirass last August, 

Fhf detashmeut consists of Eitmleiumi. Ling, one corporal t three privates 
R.M.L.I., a eh I one armourer’s mate. 

My Lords consider that this is not a service on which naval ranks and ratings 
should continue to bo employed, and I am Go roqueat th;u iho Seereta^ 1 of State may 
i-auHe amiugemenU to be made for their relief, if nccessmx by I ml i mi troops tu I ho 
earliest date possible, as they are required to return to their ships, 

1 am, Ac, 

C, L THOMAS, 










[5618] 


No. m 


India Office to Foreign Office. -(Received February 17.) 

Sit'j J-udia Office, February 16, 1910. 

I AM directed by tftfe Secretary of 1 State for India to say that lie bus given his 
careful attention to your letter No. 1006 of the 3lftt January, on the subject of the 
further'assurances which the Sheikh of Moliammerah desires to rewire from His Majesty's 
Government, and 1 am to ortbr the following remarks upon the proposals made by 
Secretary Sir K, Grey: — 

1, As regards the extension of the present assurances to the sliEtiklis male 
descendants, 1 tun to say that the proviso that they are only to hold good no long as his 
male descendants not only fulfil their obligations to His Majesty's and the Persian 
Governments, but also are acceptable 1 1 ► the tribesmen, removes the objection which 
Viscount Moidey would have (hit te giving an iinquulilied dyniiatao pfa%e, and he 
approves tin* proposal accordingly. 

% On the point of the time limit, he is inclined to doubt the wisdom of departing 
from ihi! present indefinite assurance, in view of the uncertainty of the future in 
the Persian Gtdf; and he is confirmed in his doubt by the consideration urged in 
paragraph 15 of your letter read with I read 2 of Major Cox’s rnmpmndum, winch 
explains the origin of the sheikh's desire. Ho would accordingly suggest that this 
conoeiwiion should bu kept iri reserve fur the present 

3. Lord Morley is willing to submit the sheikh's name to the King for the grant 
of am honorary K.G.1.1:1. on a suitable occasion, as to which Sir E. Grey will doubtless 
advise him. 

4. On e lie cpiostmu of protecting 1 he sheikh against ttavigii aggression, his lordship 
observes that, t hough the extension of the aasutauee from naval defence to defence hy 
land. inE j' uliii'e.H no new principle, it LS undoubtedly upon Insurious practical objections; 
mid he slantst Sir E. fI ivy’s desire that IIis Majesty's Government should not bind 
them selves to forcible intawmitiun, He would suggest that (he. language of our agreed 
moiit with llie Ameer might eonvuniuiitly he Mowed, and that the assurance should 
run : " lli^ MajestyK Govc.'i'iimeut will be. m-epitrcd to aid you to such extent and in 
Much manner us may ap^Kj:ir to tluuu deahrtblo in the event of au unprovoked attack by 
a foreign Power or eucmaGmmiil T Ac. tn she longoi* form of assurance intended tor the 
sheikh s personal satisfaction, as well as in that to be shown, te the tribesmen, il should 
be made' very plain that this guarantee is conditional upon bis being guided by our 
ad vice and maintaining an attitude satisfactory to us. 

5 ; The other promote seem to Lord Morley to he suitable ; but he would he glad 
if be mighl be allowed so see ibo eI rate assurances in their ffiial form before iustr upturns 
are sent to Sir George Btucl&y. 

1 ant, &c, 

II. HITCH IE. 


£5675] No. 239. 

Sir G. Oar da if te Sir Edward Urey,—(Received February 17.) 

(No. 7U 

(Tu If graphic.) 0 Tehran, February 17,1910. 

PLEASE r ohT l.o your telegram No. 30 of the 16th Fobruiwy, The delay th&l 

has elapsed imv Persian G,>vm.. jippmndieU I ho t wo Governments bus apparently 

strengthened sin- party opposed ton joint advance ; we cannot, 1 think, count with any 
certainty on the acceptance of our comlillumi. At any nue there appears to bo no 
Linmcdmta pn^pcet of a sett lenient of the question on which, 3 understand, the 
instructions l-i in ini Lied in yonr above-mentioned telegram become operative, 

Nevertheless I liavo impressed upon iVitauu Government, on every occasion, that 
il,e withdrawn! of Ihissian troops will not lie brought about by luiti-Uu&dnil 
dimiori^t rat ions, and, t have pointed out to ilium (lie desirability of proving their 
goodwill by giving satisfaction to Russian Minister with regard to the gases In which 
Jig is interested. 

There has I wen uu dmiamsiralion in die Mcdjtiss against Russian troops silica the 
resignation of she Minister for Foreign Affairs, but 1 hear that difficulty was 
expurionml in tiveiiing h. -.tile iiiteriieUatiuns on llie subject ut the Cossack brigade. 


ur> 


[5702] No. 240, 

Foreign Office to AitgZo-Fcrjnaji Oil Company. 

Sir*; ^ .Foreign Office February \7 y 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of tire 5ih ultimo rukuive to the desire of a British 
financier to acquire the interest of the Persian Government in the so-called “ D'Arcy 
Oil Concession/’ 3 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Gray te inform you that he 
has received a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, reporting that, in urging 
the Persian Government not to part with that interest, he thought it well to state to 
Lire Persian Minister for Foreign Atkins that he expected to be apprised in the case of 
any future niters which they might receive, tn order that he might inform your company, 
who possessed, morally, a preferential right of acquisition. Sir G, Barclay added, how- 
eve]-, that be knew that your company wore very anxious that the Persian government 
should retain their interest in the undertaking, 

1 have, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[5692] No. 241, 

Sir _1. STtcohon to Sir Edward Urey.—(Received February 18.) 

(No; aS,) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Peter&bw'gU. February 17, 1910. 

PERSIA. 

I received a visit to-day from the Persian charge d’affaires, who called to ask 
whether any nows had reached mu from you with regard to Rahim Khan’s future. Aly 
answer was that I did not expect any news on this subject from. Ills Majesty's 
< iciverniUEHlL 

Persian charge d'affaires then went uu to say that, he had addressed ;m official 
request to the Russian Government for Rahim Xhan’s extradition, i said that this 
hint was already known Iej urn, and added that I believed that the Russian Government 
regarded Jtahhn as a political refugee, and that the qu#lion a* to whether he should 
bo given up was one which rested entirely with the 3 Jussi an GoviiUnmeiiL. 

I pointed out to the^Persian charge d'ftifuiraa that Russia hud just given evidence 
of her good will to Persia by joining with Great Britain in offering au advance to the 
Persian Government, nud I took the opportunity of impressing on him how necessary 
ii was; that Persia should adopt n conciliatory attitude towards Russia* ifeth Russia 
and Great Britain, [ said, were most anxious to assist Persia, and were working 
cordially together with that end in view; but the party whom both Powers were 
desirous of bom 'tiling must also he ready (u reciprocate the good feeling. 

On Ins referring to tin 1 continued proshneo in Persia of Russian troops, T said that 
I weis sure i hat the Russian Govonnm-nt were anxious lor their withdrawad, hut that 
1 feared that that step had not been facilitated by the debate recently held in the 
Medjliss. 


[5576 j No. 242. 

Sir Edward G 'eat to Sir <1 Rarelmi. 

(No. 33.) 

(Telegraphic.) IL ^ ^ Foreign Office, February IS, 1910. 

BGIJ tchgram No. Jduf hiih February ; Advance to Persia], 

Please telegraph text of coin! it ions in cypher It, 


[5436] No. 243. 

Sir hdteurd Omi te Sir A. INicoltton* 

(No. 50.) 

^ Li '. Foreign Office t February 18, 1910* 

THE Russian Ambassador informed Sir 0. 1 lardiuge on Lhe i4th instant that tic 
1 1 ;n I 3 earn i front the Russian Ml id star for Emeign Altai in that the Persian M in Enter-u 

l.l»] 2 P 













St, PctmburgTi bad presented a note, asking for the withdrawal of |5ue Russian troops 
from Persian territory. 

Ilia Excellency said that M. Isvolsky did not propose to give a written reply to 
this note, and that he considered that it would be impossible immediately to withdraw 
the Russian forces under pressure of this kind. 

Mi isTKjleky emphasised the fact that the Russian Government bad done a good 
deal ba Persia of late in supplying tire PojsmnGovernment with arms and udummitiou 
and nmv in agreeing to the joint advance. The hist course to adopt to facilitate the 
withdrawn! ot the troops would be to obtain some friendly maoifestal ion on the part or 
the Medjliss to remove the ill-effects of their hostife attitude towards Russia, 

Count ilenekembrET asked whether Sir G. Ha relay could assist matters by giving 
advice hi this sense, and Sir C. Hardihge replied that he would submit the question 
lo me. 

It appears to me that the joint advance will present a favourable opportunity to 
obtain a manifestation of the kind required towards Great Britain and Russia, which 
would be much easier to obtain than any demonstration in favour of Russia alone. It 
is very desirable that every excuse for prolonging the stay of the Ruthin troops should 
bo removed, and as gobu ^ the negotiation* for the advance are eompjeted by the 
Persian {jovermnenf, ii would be well that Sir G. Barclay should advise them to make 
a friendly manifesto ion in the desired souse. 

I accordingly addressed to Sir tr, I la relay on the 15th instant, my telegram No, 30, 
furnishing him with the instructions required to carry out this idea, 

1 am, &.c. 

E. GREY. 


15842] 


(No. 

Sir, 


■a.) 


No. 21L, 

Sir Ci Ilttrdivj to Sir Edward Urey.—{Iiectired February 19,) 


Tehran t February l r 1910. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 70fl of the 29tb August lust, I have the 
hoimur to report tlml 1 hn|ti at Iasi Succeeded in chesting an olliclai reply to my 
repealed enquiries sis to who is the Imperial eojuinkiioifer of tlio Oil ( 'omwuy. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has now informed me in writing that Sadi Iocs- 
Siillnueh continuea (to be the commissioncr, 

I have, Ac. 

(i, BARCLAY, 


[5823] JJo| 245. 

sir .1. NboJjsju la Sir Fdu'ard Urey.—(Received February 19.) 


(No. tm.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE 


St. Prtrrffhmjh, February 10, 1910, 

the honour to transmit herewith copies of a correspondence with 
M Jwollky in regard to the proper jj r which Rahim Khan may have taken with him 
into Russian territory, and which may include some nniclcs wludi lie pillaged from 
Riitiah subjects, 

1 have, &e, 

A. NIC OLSON, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 245. 

Sir A , Xiraison to JW, Tavolshif* 

SiiiitUl'rtrrxhonrify lr 29 jani'irj' 

Men char Minislre, (Il frrrnr), 1910, 

Vn|:S nravez dil biutre jour i|ininc enquGte aemit onvm-rn an snjot den agissc- 
monrn do Rahim Khan. Un pen sc quit a ap|mrir nvec Ini ifmr hi termoiro msse assent 
dc bmiu piovemuiL tin son ncihile dan* cos dormers lumps; et on me fail, snvnir quo 
quelqui's sujets luighdi onl eb viflinifti tie duprci! attend, 11 est possible quo pnriui 
c-iVvtH il sc Lrouve ibs oh juts appurtenant a mes compsuriolcs, el jo vous serais tm 


recoiiuaissant si vons voulcz bienfairo indiquer aux nutorites competentes 1’opportunitd 
de sbnquerir sur Vorigmo tbs effets quo Rahim Khan a apportee uvec ini, 

Voire s incur oment dovoue, 

A, NIC OLSON, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 245. 
il/. Ixvohky to Str A. N'fcolsnn, 

Mon dher Ambassador, So i nt- Peter,Ami ry, h 2 (15) farrier, 1910, 

D’APRKti les di.ameea dont jo dispose, Rahim Khun n'a pu importer uvee lui 
d'thine part in fort 1 unite® de son avoir; il n'u Iniroduit en Russie quo 240 idles do gras 
beia;, I, un LroUpe&u do 200 montage a pen pics, ot environ 200 tapis do dilMreutes 
dimensions, 

dc dob du rcstc aH.irer votro attention sur lo fait quo bs renseigueirients cpiitemm 
dans votre bltm no possedent pas un caraol.ere sullbammetit precis pour nous tlonner 
3a possibil.itty do praoeder a uuei enquete, Confoifiiemcnt mix lots en vigueur, les 
perso tines qui suspectcnt qnolqiVun do race I or lies objols lour appurtonimlj stmt, tenues 
du s'in I ressor mix mi Lori ids policieras ei de lour found r los prg'uves ndc^Siiros de burs 
dt’bils do prop tic te sur ces ohjots, apros quoi In police precede mix perquisitions 
d uHuge i-i, Si los nbjets on question sont ratrouves, e'ost aux tribuuaux d r on pronoaeer 
la nuLiluttuiraui propriotaijN!. 11 me somble que dans b eas present cool esl b seulo 
v.ao mrvorto ii vos tajmpairbtes qui soupyumiimi Rahim Khan ib reedier des oljjets leur 
apparjtchant. 

Votro sincere me nt cbvnue, 

IS VOLSKY, 


[5865] No, 240. 

6ir 0, Ihrciuy lo Sir Edward Urey.—[Received February 10.) 

(No. 73.) 

(Telegraphic.) R, _ Tehmn, February 19, 1910, 

R telegram No. 33 instructing mo to telegraph il text uf condition. ^ Which 
is tlm one you require V GdxuRtiou 4 is worded us m your telegram No, 29 of the 
15 th I'ebvu-ttrj', 

bo telegraph fill] text would cost 30 J, 

Only change from wording of my telegram No, 23 of any tmjmrtnnGC is in 
condition 3, whore us soon a?i possible ,J is substituted for " iu due course." 


[5932] 


No. 217. 


Sir .1, A tc.tjhioii lo Sir Ethcurd Urey .—(fiVccircd Fcbrutini 19.) 

(No, 60,) J ' * 

(Telegraphic.) ^ J 1 . St. Pelerstbitrgh , February 10 , 1910, 

l'ltUrO^Ef) advance to Persian Govenunent, 

Inaccurate aceuunb oj the conditions a tl act ted by the two (jovcniments tu 
iSlc ndvaucu arc being puldislied by certain papers Imre, and M. Isvolsky tharefurr 
mentioned Lo me today the question of whether ho mu anlheiitii! detEiils should, not be 
ccunutuuiciMeil to the pres^?. I said that the prcsent iiioineut seemed inqpportirap for 
smdi a step, and with this A. bvtdsky agreed, but suggested that it would hi’ w*dt tFiai. 
suiur agrooment should baarrived m. by the two <.ioveriuncnts|p to wliat ooimnunicalion 
could be made a Hub Inter on to the press. 

No news li yd readied M. is Volsky from r I’d i ran as to how the Persian t hivornmnnt. 
viewed 11ie enudhidpa attached to the advance, and. ; thougla it as w< U not to mentlou 
tu him at ]ireseul that there was any possibility of the Persians making ditlieuh.iefe or 
of delay^ occurring. 
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[6933] 


No. 248. 


Sir Ar Nirolson to Sir Edward Grey*—February 19.) 

(No. 61,) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St Fettirshutyjk^Fihrnary 19,1910. 

RETENTION of Russian troops in Persian territory! 

: n a conversation wii.li M. Is volsky today, ! took the opportunity of referring to 
the continued presence of Russian iruops in Persia. If. Isvokky said that if art 
i>pj>or1 unity presented itself and if no further manifest a lions were made on the subject 
hy Persia, he would he prepared ui wilhdruiv the troops from Kazvin. L said tliat. tiiis 
wuliM have an excellent Otoet IP Isvnlsky went on to say that the news which 
todehed him fixnn Til brums was not quite RaUsdfleiory ; that die G overtime icneral there 
was powerless; and that trouble ivitfl being stirred up by Saltar and Eiaghir Khan, 
while there wits no security for traffic on the Ardebtl road. 3 suggested RiS, the 
reestablishment. of order might perhaps he entrusted to Ephrends force*, lap to this 
11, [ftvolsky replied thru Eph rein's men would probably oidy still further complicate 
llin situation by coming into collision with the follower of Saltar and Baghir 
HphretnN attitude, moreover, was that it was impossible for him to make any move¬ 
ment so long as tho Russian fmves ijemuined at Tabreess or in the neighbourhood. 

withdrawal of the troops from IvaKviii seems to oiler the line of least re&istance, 
and would a bo perhaps go some way towards conciliating the Persians, and I think, 
(here tore, that for the present I should conceit irate M. Isvol&kvN attention on this 
point. In two or ilirco days' time ! will again approach him on the q nest ion. 


5576! 


No, 219. 



Office (a India Office. 

(Secret.) 

S5t> ^ _ Fore-ip i Office^ Fcbntartf 19, 1910, 

WITH reference lo your letter of the 11th December last and other correspondence 
relative to she proposed advance of 4 00,000/, lo he made jointly hy His Majesty's 
Government. m id thr llu^hm < to vent merit to I he Persian Goveriinmht, 1 am directed bv 
Secretary Sir 10 1 ward Cl rev to i i ■ K .rut you that the Reman Government have been 
inlbi|had that the two Gnvt-immtmt* are prepamd to make tin; advowee subject: to the 
following six conditio^;— 

L The lYralnn CoveiMiVEumt tih ist present n detailed programme of expenditure of 
the money which meets with the approval of the two legations, which expenditure 
according to the programme well he nun trolled by jl coitmussiint cotnpnaml of the 
Financial Adviser, tlm Administrator of the Customs, two inemhem of the Medjlit?^ and 
two other Perifihns, under the [misidency to' ihe .Minister of Fiuanco, No payment 
shall be made to any department without the signature of the Minister of Finance with 
the approval of the Commission and qf the Minister whoso department is crmtci'iied. 

Lf The: pwgmmmr of expenditure muftt provide lor thr uppuintmoiit of seven 
French oflichds In ilu* Ministry of btoirmcejpvilh executive powers, in accord unco with 
the rcCmunu-Tidations^cintaiiicd in a repni'l recently submit Rid to the Persian Govern 
tnent hy the Financial Adviser, and no part of the advance will bo paid until the 
IVrsfoji Government have form ally applied in the French Government for the Joan of 
these experts. 

ih 'Hie programnm of expiuidiUtre must provide for tho tot uial iurt ot a sufficient 
gL iaCrmerit) or toad guard for the protect inn of the trade routes, and. the Persian 
Government must uudci-Piko t tmt. fmvEgu intst me toil, with Iho jweidous approval of 
11 real Britain and Russia, si mil be engaged as soon as possible. It in urnlei, stood that 
no foreign instructor tor any Persian force fituitl be engaged without the consent of the 
two Rowers. 

-1. Rcrahi will grant no concession for railway line# without pi evtoualy olFmng to 
113s Mujt sty's and ihe Russian (tovrc'Eimmds th e option of const meting such lines; 
His Majesty’s ami (he Russian < tovermuenLs will not exinise (his opium iu the ia a; of 
a concession which they are Mil is lied is to he gran led to a Persian subject lor cenatruc- 
lion and exploitation by exclusively Reraiun capita], (Tho term El Persian capital" is 
taken i" ineludi.: a eumbi tint ton of Per-tun with Pritish or Russian oitphnJ, and this 
would he made clear to the IVmian Gu von uncut,) 
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'k ^| ie Persian Government must grant- to the Tabreez Road Company the conces¬ 
sion for the navigation of Lake Urumia. r J 

1'. I tie repaynieiit of the advance must ho a. first charge on. a subsequent larger 
loan to be raised by the Persian ftoverument in the open market if Eh Majesty's and 
the Russian Governments agree to facilitate this transaction, failing which It must be 
repaid m ten annual instalments, together with 7 per c-nt. interest, both principal and 
interest being secured (m the revenue of the customs with the profits of the Persian 
mint as a supplementary guarantee. 

I am accordingly to request that Viscount Morley will be so good ns to cause the 
necessary instructions to be given for the sum of 190,000/., representing the half of the 
British share of the advance to he contributed Prom Indian funds, to be retransferred to 
lhe Imperial Bank of Persia, who have been instructed to receive it and to place it to 
the order of IIis Majesty 1 # Minister at Tehran. 

l am to iidd that ilie Treasury have been asked to take similar steps as regards tho 
half of the advance to bo provided from Imperial sources. 

I. am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[55761 


No, 250. 


Foreimt Office to Tred&iiru* 

(Secret.) 

^ r ' Foreign Officd, February 11 ), 1910 , 

1 A M directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to refer to Sir Edward llnmiltcm’s 

r anoe 
iuesirtn 


i aw directed i:>y ternary Sir I Ml ward (ireyto refer to Sir Edward Hamilton^ 
letlfp- (jf fhe 2btb August, HHS7, and previous *.airr<!spomlotu'o I'elativo to a joint advanc-t 
of 100,0001., which it had liceu prop used (hat His Maji^ty'a Government and tho Russia l 
( lovcninifiif. should make to idle Persian Govcrntntml., 


he Lords Commissioners of His Majesty# I rcasiiry nro aware that Hie amount of 
Lius advance was never actually paid to dm Persian liovermuimt, and that on the 5th 
Sept ember.,, 1907, _ the impo'^ul Bank of Persia, Lo which 50,<)0Qi. l m d heeu paid us one- 
half of the Imperial, and 100,000/, as tho wliole of the Indian coutrEhuthm to tho loan, 
relumed tliosb sums to the fro usury and India Office respectively. 

It was, however, agreed by the two G&nmiente nl. Lire time that the amount of 
the advance should still he considered to remain at the disposal of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment, and it was on this uuder&inudirig iliai (he aljovc-meiitioned repayment was made, 
a# appears from Mr. Mullet's lerler of the Hil.li August, 1907, by winch Kir E, Grey 
reserved to himst.'li ihe right to request that, the Imperial contribution to the advance 
might again bn paid to the hank should eirtfuinstances render it advisable Lo complete 
the transaction. 

1 mil (Q-atole that such eirenmstances have,in the opinion of Kir E, Grey and the 
Russian Mobster for L'Wtifign Affairs, now uristui, and tliiil they have decided, after a 
prolonged exelmngc of views, to comply with ti roqui-sat wlbeh tfiey have received from 
the Persian (tovwnment by ml vane lug to t la e luUer jointly a sum of -KXUTO,, to be 
devmed tu the re-eslftl>LUlnu£nt of order in the country ana ihe introduction of certain 
t>ressing reforms iu die |tdminietration. 

The Persian GnvertLEiieni hlye been informed that fire two Governments are 
prepared to make the advance subject in the following six conditions 

K Tie- Persian Govermncm mn&i present a detailed programme of expenditure of 

■ Jti‘ money which cuerrH with ihe approval of rJ 11 * two legations, whieh (sxpenditurc 
according t«j the programme will he cdtUroRed by a com mission composed of the 
hmiurial Adviser, I he Admiuistralor of the Customs, iwo niei|hers of tfic Mcdjliss, and 
two Either Persians, under the prosideEwy of ihe Minister of Finance, No payment 
shall hr made to any department without the signature of the Minister of Eli)unco with 
die approval of the commission, and E>f the Mud titer who#e department is con denied. 

2. 'Hie programme of expend] turn nimvl provide toi 1 the uppoiiK.iuimt of seven FfftfjM 
oUu'ink in the Ministry of JHimuee, with executive powers, in iu cor dance with ilie 
r 0 co.mvumdEiLt 1 . 1 iLH eouiaiiied in a report ret enily Hubruil teil to lliu JWsiau Govern men l 

■ w die Finaueird Adviser, sad no part of (he advance will be paid until ilia Persian 
Govi-riinicnt have formally applied to the 1'roneh 1 iovenimcnL for the loan of those 
experts. 

1 he programing of expenditure must provide for the formation of u su flic lent 
geiidurmene^ or road-guard for (lie protection of the trade routes, and tho -Persian 


m 
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Government must undertake that foreign instructors, with Hie previous approval of 
G re at Britain and Russia, shall be engaged as soon as possible. It Is uiiqferstood that 
no foreign instructor for any Persian force shall I>& engaged without the consent of the 
two Powers. 

4. Persia will g^ant no collection for railway lines without previously offering to 
Hie Majesty's Eind the Russian Governments the option of constructing such lines. 11 is 

Majesty’s and the Russian (lover.eats will not exercise this option in the case of a 

concession which they aiv sntiMtod is to be granted .to a Persian subject for construction 
and exploitation by exclusively Persian capital. (The term M Persian capital ’ h taken 
to include a combination of Persian with I iritis] l or Russia^ capital, and this would lie 
made clear to the Persian Government) 

5. The Persian 11 oven uncut must grant to the Tabrocz Road Company the con¬ 
cession For the navigation of Like Uni mi a. 

fi The repayment of the advance must bo a first charge on a subsequent larger 
loan to bo raised by die Persian Government in the open market if His Majesty's and 
(he Russian Goyerni 3 units agree 10 facilitate this transaction, failing which ib must bo 
repaid In ton annual instalments together wish 7 percent interest., both principal and 
interest being secured on 1.1 10 revenues of the Customs, with the profits of the Persian 

mint aw a supplementary guarantee. 

I am accordingly to request (hat their Lordships will ho so good as to cause the 
necessary instructions to lie given for (he gum of 11)0,00(1/*, rep resenting (he half of the 
British sham of ihe advance to he contributed from Imperial funds, to be re-trankle mid 
lo the Imperial Hank of Persia, who have Lien instructed to receive it and to place it 
hi tin' order of Ilia Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. 

I mu to add that the India Office have been asked to take similar steps as regards 
the half of die advance to be provided from Indian sources, 

I am, &Ch 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[5576] No, mi. 

Fi/VrtfjU Ojlfcc ta ItHfH-rittl BiUlk of Prrxia, 

(Secret) 

Sir, Forrhjn QfHie, Frhntortj Id, 1 010+ 

5 AM directed by Seqfetary Sir Edward Grey to refer to .Sir Charles I fardingeL 
lid 1 1 r ol llu £Sih ScpiciuhiTt ItKifjj marked “ Secret," relative to a joint advance of 
400,(XJ0L, which ii was ul that lime proposed that llto Majesty's Govei-ninent and the 
Russian Government should make to Luc Persian Government; 

Vonr directors are a warp dial the British share of this advance n mounted to 
"un.iHiuL contributed in equal proportion a by the Imperial and Endian exchequers, and 
1 lull uf this sum 0 ne-hid fid' the former and the whole of the latter contribnltpn (LnihOw. 
in all) were placed to the order of His Majesty’s Minister tit Tehran in the Imperial 
Hunk of I'ersijL, 

They will furl hoi; recollect that, as a result of further negotiations between Ills 
Maj 'sly'-, and the Efussrau Govern mCids, the amount of the advance was never actually 
pnid to lie- IVisiaii < hivrnmienl, and Hail, on the nth September, 1007, the bunk, ml 

Sir E. Grey's request, returned io ihe Treasury and India Office reiipeciively the .. a 

which (hey him contributed. 

h was, however, agree 1 1 by the Iwn Governments at the time that the amount of 
the advance should he considered still Co remain at the disposal of the Persian Govern- 
mu nip and it was on ibis understanding that the above-men I toned repayment was 
made. 

I am to inform yon chat recently this question has again formed (lie subject of an 
exchange of views beiwci'M ihe two Govcrtimonts, who haw now in far mid (ho Persian 
Govnmmenl 11 ml they arc prepared Co advance to them jointly :i sum of HV. 

Gc Haiti eoiidil ions will be imposed oil tile Persia It CoYmnuneut in connection with diis 
advance which will he devoted to the re-establishment of order ini lie cmaHry and to 
1 he intfodiu'iion of cm lain | resdng reforms in the admiuisl ralioji, and tlic expenditure 
of which will be strinty cuni.rolled. 

As on (he former uei'iisiojq His Majesty's l tovornmeul will contribute oiiudialf of 
(he sum advanced, winch will mico more be provided by the Imperial and Indian 
exeheqcu is in equal slums and placed in the Imperial Hank of Persia to the order id 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 


151 


If a larger loan is raised at any future time the repayment of this advance will he 
a first charge upon it, falling which it must be repaid in ten annual instalments 
together with 7 per emit, interest, both principal and interest being secured on the 
revenues of the Persian customs, with the profils of lire Persian mini as a supplementary 
guarantee. 

I am accordingly to request that, on the receipt of the above-mentioned sums of 
money, which, if the Persian Government accept the requisite conditions, will be sent. 
to the Imperial Hank of Persia from tide department and the India Office, they may 
be placed with as little delay eis possible to the order of His Majiltya Munster at 
Tehran. 

I am, &o, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[5965J No. 252, 

Sir G. Lq wilier ta Sir Edward Gmj. - {llwnmd Fchnmnr 2 L) 

(Ho. SI.) 

Sir, , Co)t8titnthioydc, February 15, 1910, 

R.IEAAT PASHA said to me to-day that, a* Mis Majesty’s Government had so 
often m ad a representations concern] ng Turkish action in Persia, lie desired to point 
out what difficulties they were in in Southern Persia. The Bagdad merchant* wlm hud 
trade with Persia were incurring daily;and very cu aside ruble losses lo their earn vans, 
and all their repreaoi Rations to the Persian Government remained without result. The 
matter was becoming a very serious one, and ihe Bagdad deputies were constantly 
demanding energotto meaaures* and the Turkish Governtofent. ware at a loss Lo know 
what to do. 

Rifiuit Pasha was not very clear aa to the district in which Turkish merchants 
had incurred those toaacs, and I did nut encourage him in the cdnysSaLion. 

1 have, jbe, 

GERARD LOWTIIER. 


[6204] Ho, 253. 

Sir -L Ntcobon to Sir Edward (hey. — (i'eeeimi February 21.) 

f\'o, 07.) 

(Telegraphic.) E\ St. Wcrabtiryh, Febrimry 21, 1910. 

! SPOKE again in M. Igvoltiky this morning on the subject of the Russian troops 
at EuKviu. His Excellency remarked that he was anxious <0 recall them, but (hat his 
task was rendered more difficult by 1 lit- Persian-, tlmmaolvca, Hi a nr cm official Pole 
ilie Persian charge d'affaire-; Imd requested the withdrawal of (Sic troops, basing Ids 
request on Lhe slaieiiH'iii, that “ oni'T reigned 1 liroughout Persia/' M. Isvolsky added 

that it was hardly necessary to malm any comment on such a stale.. in view of 1 be 

fact that (he Ardebil route wins still in rusted by brigands, that the Russian consul- 
general was still detained at Shiraz, and that the brigands responsible tor (lie attack 
and pillage of his cam vail were slid at largo and unpunished ; that, in fuel, there was 
anarchy throughout llm whole of ■South Persia The Persian Govonuiumi was 1110 s! 
ill-advised to write official notes in flic reuse in which they had addressed lle-ir reei-m 
one. They would give him a handle m propose withdrawal of ihe Russian troops 
from Kazvju If they would only hIhAy sonic signs of reason arid friendliness, hut wJuui 
all lie had in hand were notes of the above-mem toned nature it was difficult fur him to 
lay die matter before ihe 1 ’ablaut. 


[6205] No. 25!. 

Sir d. A’/ao/jinN lu Sir ltd Ward <hwtf r —(/Aictoet'r/ i^Vto H iuo H jry 21.) 

[No. I5&.) 

(Tulegraphic.) P. St. iWmtbnrfjhi Feb mar if 21, MRiy 

Al. ISVGHHKY spoke lo me ton lay on the subject of the request oi the J.Vi>i;ju 
Govt'rtimeut for the esl radii ion of Uuliim Khun, which, lie said, could out lie acta:'led 
lo. I observed that t understood that there wad a tsiqjpkiiieinniy eoiiveniion to the 
siCLily of 1S4 I, by which lb- 1 qimstion of ihe repaid alien id refugees wa.s dealt with. 









M, fevolsky replied that (he convention to which I alluded did not apply in any way to 
the present ease of Rahim, and that it referred solely to regulating the ordinary 
movement backwards and forwards across the llu^fo-Persian Xrlntier, and to the issuo 
of passports — such frontier matters In fact as had to be regulated in a similar way on 
other frontier*. 


[5622] 


No. 25S. j 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir fJ. Barclay, 

(No. 34.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. bhrrtgn Office, Fehraunj 2i, 1910. 

NAVAL Alasim detachment at Shiraz (see your telegram Xo« 73S of the 22nd 
September last year). 

L'oimnai id nr-in-chief, East Indies, learn a from acting consul -jg&iefal at Rush ire that 
at preaenl there rs no ptmibilily of dispensing wiih detach moot. 

In view of wish expressed by Admiralty that lndi|m troops should take their place 
mid the detachment return as soon as possible to their ships, will you inform me how 
many such troops would ho required for the purposeV 


[5932] 


No. 250. 


S ir Edward Utry to Sir A, Xicolxatr 

(No. 1)3.) 

(Tolugmphic.) 1\ Foreign Office t February 21, 1910. 

Al)VAX* 'K to Persia (see your telegram No. 60 of die 19th instant). 

Wm agree a a to unsuitability of publication at the present moment, aud will make 
no ..licatioi! to the press without previous consulLatipn with M. Rvolsky, 


163021 


No. 257. 


Sir (i Barr fay to Sir Edward drey* — {Ixcccivcd -February 22.) 

(No. 74.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Trhnut, Fefouartf 22, 

RUSSIAN troops. 

1 agree with view expressed in Kir A. Xi col son's telegram No. bl of the 
10th February that ii should he our abject for I In? moment to bring about the 
withdrawal of the Russian force from Kiizvin, 

From a daqiatdi which J have received from Ilia Majesty's acung consul at 
Tahreris it is clear that it would Do unwise to withdraw troops from Tnbreoz until the 
fodni organiiaatioii is dissipated, and SnUar and Ragher arc removed. Smart will 
shortly be passing through Tehran, and [ shall report further after consultation 
with him. 

(Very Conti dent; al.) 

1 was lead to think from information which reached me yesterday that curtain 
undesirables among the liutionaUst volunteers in the capital might cause Persian 
ilovernment difficulty, After careful enquiry I am satislied (hat no tronlde need bu 
apprehended, I refer to this now only us St, Petersburg)! may hour of the rumour. 


16482.1 


No. 25K. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay* 

(No. 3G.) 

(Telegraphic.) If. Foreign Office, February 22, 1910. 

PLEASE inform me whether Persian <hivcrnnumi nru likely to object to scheme 
of oil company lor placing barges and launch on ihe Upper Karim, for transport of 
oi'-lieh! material Uoihpniiy claim flint they have a rigliL to do 11 1 i -- under aytidea t 
and l-L bm E think lids is open to doubt. They say dial it is esscuiinl for Lhetu to 
carry out tin scheme owing m ih^nllieiency of prosenl service, and 1 understand that 
they propose to do so shortly. 
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[5675] No. 259. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count B&icltetidorff. 

HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign. Affairs presents hie 
compliments to the Russian Ambassador, anti, with reference to his Excellency’s 
co3i.versit.tion with Sir C. Hardings on the 15m instant, in the course of which the 
la L Lor read to him the text of a telegram which, had been sent to His Majesty’s Minister 
af Tehran relative to the present anti-Russian agitation in Persia, has tho honour to 
state t!iat a telegram Ema now been received from Sir G, Barclay on this subject. 

Sir G. Barclay reports that it is impossible to count with any certainty on the 
acceptance by the Persian Government of the conditions attached by Hie Majesty’s aud 
the Russian Governments to the proposed joint advance, since the delay which lias 
occurred in formulating those conditions appears to have strengthened the party of 
opposition to the advance. 

Sir G. Barclay lias, however, lost no opportunity of urging upon the Persian. 
Government the desirability of showing goodwill by the settlement of the cases which 
his Russian colleague E* pressing on them, and of pointing out that an anti-Russian 
agitation is not the best way to secure the. withdrawal of the Russian troops still in the 
country; 

Sir G. Barclay adds that, though hostile interpellations in the Medjliss were only 
averted with difficulty on the 15th instant, there has been no demonstration in that 
Assembly against the presence of the Russian force* since the fall of the Persian 
Minister for Foreign. Allaire. 

Office j February 22, 1910. 


[5439] No, m0. 

Foreign Office, to Messrs. Crump tfc Sen, 

Sir* Foreign Qffin te + February 22, 1910. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to refer yon to my fetter of the 10th 
February, 1909, and previous correspondence, relative to the theft, by Rahim Khan of 
some carpets belonging to Messrs. Neareo Castelli and Brothers, 

Yon are probably aware, from reports which have appeared iti the public press, 
that Rahim Khan* after the complete defeat of his forces by the troops of the Persian 
Government, took refuge in Russian territory, where tie still remains. 

On the 8th instant Mis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran reported that he hud urged 
on hi* Russian colleague the desirability^! confiscating any ill-gotten property which 
Rahim Khan might have carried away with him, and that M,. Pokfew&ki had stated 
that he had submitted the matter to his Government, 

Sir G. Barclay added that Rahim Khan was said, lo have taken across the Russian 
frontier most of his movable property, consisting for the most part of plundered 
merchandise, which included, not improbably, Mess is. Castelli’s carpets. 

Sir E. C.lrey accordingly instructed His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Peters burgh 
on the 1011 1 instant to request the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to verify this 
report, and on tho 15tU Kir A, Nicolson replied that M. Isvofeky Had informed him that 
Rahim Khan had brought with him into Russian territory some 200 carpets of various 
sizes. 

M. llyolaky had, however, pointed out that it was difficult to take any steps 
without some/more precise data as to what part of this property belonged to British 
subjects, and had added that the proper course fur any claimant to take was to bring 
his claim, supported by proofs, before the police authorities, who could then enquire 
into tlie matter, and that, if stolon objects wore found, the tribunals were competent to 
decide as lo their restitution, 

I am accordingly to state that, it your clients wish to raise such a claim, in case it 
should turn out. as see in* probable, that their carpets ore among those now in Rahim 
Khan s possession, they should forward it to this office for communication to the 
Russian Government through Mis Majesty’s Embassy aL St. Petersburg!], 

X am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


2 11 


[1701] 
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[0489] 261. 

Sir 61 Lowther to Sir Edward Grey. — (Rec-eived February 23.) 


{Wo, 34. Confidential .) & 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, February 1 910. 

PKRSIAN representative has informed Russian Ambassador and myself that his 
Government have summoned him to Tehran* apparently with the intention of asking 
him to proceed on a mission to St, Petemburgh and London, nominally in order to 
announce the accession to the throne of the present Shah, 

The real object* however, its to endeavour lo improve the existing relations between 
Russia, Great Britain, and Persia, and Ids Excellency asks : (1) whether, if he agrees 
to go to Tehran, the Ru«ai$h and British Ministers there would guarantee him such, 
protection ns would ensure his personal safety; (2) whether he would be accorded a 
favourable reception in London and St. Peterebuxgh in the event of his undertaking 
the above-mentioned special mission, and whether it would have some chance of 

BUCOOSSr 

While informing his Government by telegraph, M. Scharykow refrains from giving 
any opinion regarding this common5cation. 


[6451] No. 202, 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Urey.—(Received February 23.} 

(No. 75*) 

(Telegraphic,) F< 

RAHIM ICIIAN. 

Please refer to your telegraphic communication No* 0 of the 10 th November, 190S, 
and to Sir A. NienlsbiTs telegram No, 50 of the 15th February, 1910. 

At the request of Kalian Minister, M. Poklewski has asked Russian Government to 
allow Rahim Khan’s plunder to bo inspected by an agent of Caste 11:. 


Tehran, February 23, 1910. 


[6452] 


No. 203. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey^(Fcecived February 23.} 

(Telegraphic.) V. Tehran, February 2,% 1910, 

REPORTS from Bushire seem to indicate an endeavour on the part of SouleL-ed- 
Dowldi to form the tribes of Southern Furs into a confederacy for the purpose of 
checking the spread of the influence of the Hakhtiari. ft is said that Soulet intends 
to march northwards (please refer to my telegram No- OS of the 15th February}, aud, 
although the truth of (.his story seems lo me doubtful, ] think that Soulet will continue 
to harass the Persian Government in Fare unless he can ho assured that the Minister 
of the Interior will not take advantage of office to remove him from the ilkluiuGhlp. 

Sanlar Assad is being pressed to effect a compromise, and the new Governor- 
Gen oral of Ears has, I understand, been instructed to try to arrive at an agreement 
with the l:\itiiSigai chieftain. 


[6474] 


No. 254, 


.Sir 6. Burcltuj to Sir Edward (hry—(Received February 23.} 


Telegraphic,) P, Tehran, February 23, 1910. 

REFER ENGE U> Sir A. Nicoleon's telegram No. 61 of the 151th February, 

M. I’okhuvsky inform a me that ho has suggested (o Puterabujrgh that the 
settlement of certain cafjes should 5u> accepted by Russian Government us an earnest 
of friendly feeling, Upon which withdrawal of troops be mado ^oudiibiud. The 
arrangement of these cates has frequently been promised* bur they require reference 
to the National Assembly, i\L Pokltuvaky proposes to inform Persian Government that 
if -he is given satis Faction Eu these matters he would be prepared, provided that llisro 
is no further outbreak of disorder nor demonstration against Russian troops, and on 


i 
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the condition that the position of Russian officers in the Cossack brigade is confirmed 
in conformity with former firmans and conventions^ definitely to proiiiijSG withdrawal of 
force stationed at Kan vim 

A dispute has recently arisen regarding the right of the colonel to dismiss officers. 
AL Foklowsky informs me that a finnan secures this right. 










15C 


It appear unwiae to withdraw the Maxim detachment in view of these 

€ir ™Ceni.ral Government, having realised that it is impossible to coerce Kas^j 
chieftain, are endeavouring to enlist hie aid on the Bide of order IX these steps l&sd 
to nothing, I would propose to have a message conveyed to Soulet^d-Dowleli warning 
him of the consequences that will inevitably be brought about by a coutinuattce of 
disorder in Fare province. 


[ 6600 ] No - 'M& 

sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received February 24-) 

Imm" M 1 p Tehran, F’ehrwary S4, 1910. 

^ ^lIaSE refer to my telegrams No. 68, 76, and 7<J ®l the 15th, 23rd, and 

24th February, respectively. .. , - , . 

Hia Majesty’s acting contul-geucral at Bushina telegraphs as follows - 

44 Hia MajuaLy's consul at Mohammcrah gives the account herewith transmitted of 
hia Interview with the Sheikh oi Mohanimcrah i 

“MI., till now I have confined myself to «xch»,igiiig letters anti compliments with 
Soulet-eil- Dowloh. 1 haw.net pledged my self many maimer. Other tnba Je»dp““ 
Persia have, however, written to urge he to combine against the iiikhtm-. ascemkinoy. 

“ ‘ Oil Sard or Assad's return from Europe he spoke to me solemnly before proceeding 
to Tehran Ilia!, ho would retire to prove Ins disinterestedness as soon as he liail 
established constitution. He bos broken bis word to mo mid ie estabbshma a ^enny. 
in comparison to which pi&vioue despotism was preferable, on the plea q\ 

^i^^w^vernorship of Tehran, Yezd, Ispahan, and Behkdifjn, has been given bo 
to Bakhtiari^ For years I have shared in the governorship of Behhehan, and now the 
BnkhiinriT. governor has dishonoured the wives and boys oJ deserving men and footed 
their houses He is alec working against me and nfeguiag m my ^ 

« 1 At Lam I formua the situation is exactly similar to that at Bchbobiin. Bakhtinn 
sowars are at preJnt demanding taxes without right or precedent m tho Kharam region 
rmair Shuster, which 1 rent, and which ts occupied by my tribesmen, 

« ■ Grave trouble will certainly result if l permit such a state ol udairs to continue, 
and my inaction will In, oacriU'd to weak]am My tribesmen wdl renounce their 
alWkuicu to me and fall into their IbrnnT factions and hwiotsmm L the ImwMtiry 
enemy of the Ikkl.liari, will M a prey to thorn after the defeat oi bo KaUiga. 
a ,id L KulJjui. I have hea*il it said that the governorship of Arabwtoii is to be 
inveslctl in Ikkhtian: conflict must inevitably result tan such an appointment.. If 
Surdnr Assail takes steps to make himself His Majesty sbovuniment has prouu^d, 
—so Surdrtr Asatuls wife boaatal-rtot to put any obstacle m hie way. I do not believe 
this, but [ should bo glad to be reassured in this matter. 

' “• Petaoiuil motives an* actuating the Bakhtiari. I'crfrct order reigns bare ; my Uses 
arc paid up tai date; i maintain Wotully relations with governor. I liave received 
talegriuus of an insulting nature, such SB no Mm,star has ever «bJ mo before, from 
Snvmtr Assad, tm Ministor of the Interior, particularly as reside tlm Oil Cmnpauy s 

I'tfi 1 

a air ^h ^hon 1 aided the Eakhtiari bo got rid of the Shah and to establish a consti¬ 
tution Ilifi Majesty’* Government raimd no protest, i must be on the winning side ; 

SMStatf ...y .. of my tribesmen* #m*A it I should be .cutting «f ovm 

th rul it if I were to wiftinus to support Bakhtian usrandeiicy in the capita . 

“•However, l shall r.-IV.uu from Inking any action whatamver i His Majestys 
GomminMt will agree to seciita me against the internal aggression o! Baklitinn, orol the 
GovoranuS.it in Tehran; otherwise my own intorests and those ol my tribesmen moat 
guide mc,' ' N 

Until lho n-Kiilt of the proBsfira which is being brought to hoar on Sardsr Asaad to 
afreet a coiupromise with the Kusligni ohiefouil,a known 1 dolor comments. 
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[6615] No. 269. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received February 24.) 

m. 82 .) 

(Telegraphic,) R Tehran, February 24, 1910. 

OIL Company. 

In continuation of my telegram No, 73 of the 23rd February, T have the honour to 
report that His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah, who has advised the Oil Company, 
without informing me, to place the launch on the Upper Karim on its arrival, rep or to 
that, so long as the launch is employed for the purpose of tho concession only, there ia 
little likelihood of any protest being made locally. 

I adhere to my opinion that the Persian Government would raise strong objections 
to this launch being placed on the Upper Kanm without permission, and J have 
instructed Lieutenant Wilson to warn company to take no stops for the present. 

In the meantime I shall apply for the desired permission to the Persian 
Government, 


[6489] No, 270* 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G* Low-ther. 

(No* 42.) 

(Telegraphic,) ft Foreign Office, February 24, 1910, 

SUBJECT to consent of your colleague,, you may inform ft)font Pasha* in 
connection with your telegram 34 of yesterday, that the attitude of llis Majesty’s 
Government is as follows;— 

They consider the recall of Persian Ambassador to Tehran as a matter winch 
concerns ilio Ambassador himself and bis Government, and do not see how the present 
case necessitates assurances on their part. 


f0629 | m 271, 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir Cl Loicther, 

(No, 43.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofliee, February 24, 1910* 

DISTURBANCES at Tabreez* 

I hear from Count, Benekeudorff that, in view of report, that Sattar and Baghir 
Khans intend to take bast in Turkish eonsabuc-gencm! at Tttbreese and are creating 
trouble in the town, his Government have instructed M, Telmrykow to urge Ottoman 
Government to instruct their consul-general to refuse bast to the khans. Russian 
GovSnmeui. are acting on the ground of u promise given by the Forte, They ask lor 
tho support of IIEa Majesty's Government at Constantinople, wlubh your lLtoelleucy is 
authorised to give accordingly. 


[ 5355.] No. 272. 

Foreign Offaw to Board of Trade, 

Foreign Office, February 24* 1910, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 14th instant, on the subject of the provision of guards for the protection 
of trade on the roads of Southern Persia. 

Lam to observe that Sir Jt. Grey regards the scheme suggested by the British 
acting consul at Shirtw, to which reference is made hi the second paragraph of your 
ltd,ter, a^ superseded hy the proposals contained. in the telegram from llis Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, No* 772 of the 0th November last, oommuuicatcd to you in 
Sir L\ Camjibcll's letter of the 10th Nevembor, whlcli t m you will have observed, are, 
in tho opinion of Sir G. Barclay hitnaolf, and also in that of His Majesty^ coiisul- 
genend at Bush ire, and of the local representative of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Deparlmont, less open to objection than Mr. Bill's project, 

[1701] - S 









The annual cost of -working the later spiieme is calculated at about la^QOZ,, 
and the figures in Sir E. Grev’s possesion show, m already stated, that the uuprjsition 
of a surtax of 10 per cent, at Bi|pro alone would not produce a sum sufficient to 

defrayjbi^ -j- am t() re f cr ;T(H1 to the letter of tho 13th October last l roni fins 

Office, endowing copy of a despatch from Sir G. Barclay, winch gives a comparative 
statement of the customs receipts from the Southern Persian portai fin- the 
years LS107-8 and 1908 - 9 * and for the first six months of the financial year lSKU-lU 

fthe 31st March-3 M September, 1909). ± A 

It will be seen that for the financial year 1908-9 the total customs receipts nun 

all these ports amounted to 8,2.31,563*55 kraus (about hjPU) and those trom 
Bushii'c alone to 5,094,0X9‘-85 krans {about 101,680*,), If these iiguri!>, bo taken as 
the basis of calculation, the surtax on the customs at all the porta wild siuffito 
meet tho estimated cost of the scheme of protection, while that at Busline alone 

WOl 'Vhc lirurea for the first six months of 1909-10, however, show a considerable 
decrease from those realised in former years, and if they are used as a »4sif nrt ,! ™ 
the yield of the surtax at all the porta would meet the object rah which it is propos'd 

It would not, in Sir E. Grey's opinion, bo sale to assume that-, m tin? continued 
iJjscnco of any system of protection lor trade, this dettteaae will be checked, aTul « 13 
mleed more likely to lie increased. IF, however, such a system is promptly put m 
working order, a sufficient degree of improvement may be expected to main test lUnll 
to allow the expense involved to be mffc by the surtax if itpphcd at all the ports, 

1 am to state that Sir E. Grey would hk glad to he furnished with the statistics 
which Sieve led to the conclusion reached by tho Board on this smiicct, m order that 
it may he possible to explain the discrepancy between them and the figures in his own 

possession, - , 

1 1 am, &c. 

lguis mallet. 


[5842] 


No, m* 

Foreign 0fee to Ajfgtp-Pemm Oil Oompony. 


c- Foreign Otjke , February 24, 1910- 

WITH reference to my letter of tho 30th August laat t rehitivo lo the lorsian 
Imperial for ill.' ml (Ms I Sin directed to 

Bir lid ward Grey to inform you ihal lie has received a despalch Jpim IIih Map-iay a 
Minister at Tehran reporting that he hM now received an olhciul reply from the 
Persian Government to his repealed oiKpi tries as io who is the holder of ihui ollu-ti. 

The Persian Minister for foreign Alfa ire bus mfo|ned Sir G. Barclay m writing 

thui. Sadig-&-Snltaifoh continues to be commissioner. 

° ■ I an), Se. 

LULIS MALLET. 


[6642] Xo - 37 L 

India Ofcc to Foreign Office.—{Received February 25.) 

g ir r«<2k Offer, February 21, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 19th February, 1910. regarding tho 
propose'.I joint advance by tin; British and Hussain Gnvennin-nJ* of a sum of •lOUWJl, 
to ibo Ponaiau i foveiumeut, 1 am directed by the Secretary of ^latn for India to inform 
you that, in accordance with your request, instructions have now been gtven lor the 
sum of iOO,OQ0l„ rsprcaeuLmg a moiety of the British share of the advance, to be 

retransferred to the imperial Bank of Persia. _ , . . 

I am, however, at the mime time to explain that* before issuing those ^instructions, 
the attention of \ iscoiud Morlcv was forcibly drawn to the feel dial no adjHstnu m. has 
yet been liuaQy agreed upon between the British and Indian Governments in respect of 
dm advance of 3U()»iJU0l. that was made in two instalments to tho Persian Government 


by the Government of Lidia in 1.003 and 1901-.* I am directed to call the earnest 
attention of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the letters of this Office dated 
the llth February*. 1903 (which, after the lapse of two years, still remains unanswered) 
and tho 10th June last, proposing a procedure by which suck adjustment might bo 
regulated, and I am to express the hope that reply m ay be made to them with as little 
further delay as possible, w ith a view to terminating the present anomalous position, in 
which ilir Indian Government arc pressed to make.a further advance, while the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury make no effort to discharge their liabilities, 

I am, &c. 

a RITCHIE. 


[6667] No, 275. 

Imperial Honk of Persia to Foreign Office.—(deceived February 25,) 

25* A hr.hureh Lane, London, 

Sir, February 24, 1910, 

T HAVE tlie honour to acknowledge fchfe receipt of your letter, dated the 
19th February, marked Secret, which was submit tea to the board of directors the 
bank at their meeting yesterday, and my directors request inc to convoy to the 
Secretary of State I heir thanks for the information given in your letter, which has been 
nopal with interest. 

5 am desired to inform you that on receipt of the sums of money mentioned your 
instructions will be immediately carried out, 

I mu, &c, 

G. NEWELL, 

Manager, 


[7148] No. 27 G + 

Papers communicated by Sir T, Jackson and Sir CL Mackenzie February 25, 1910. 

a.) 

jBbetmct jrom Confidential Letter from the Imperial Hank of Persia, Tehran, to the 
Imperial Prank of Persia, London, doled December 22, 1900. 

T AM glad io say that we have obtained our «m tract without having to ask for 
tin 1 inter 1 vwiiou of the legation, Permission has at. last Wn given for the coinage 
of 20,090,000 mi seals of silver, half of which {about ICO,000b) being allotted to us; 
deliveries of 10,000 lads per diem have been arranged for—half ihe daily outturn of 
the mint —so I think we can say, in thin instance, that the Persian Government has 
treated us well, As soon ns the present SO. 600,000 mi seals bus been coined, which 
should take place about four months, the Persian Government has ihe intention to 
discontinue granting mint, contracts to the public, and will in future undertake the 
importation of silver for its own account, ft is generally admitted that the mint must 
continue to work owing to the steady drain of coin to which this country Is peculiarly 
subjected ; forming us it does (he supply centre of silver currency for the Mussulman 
population of TmuBcuspia and Central Asia. 

E should like to have ihe Board's views upon a proposal made to us by a member 
of (be Finance Committeo, that the bank should act as agents for the Persian Govern¬ 
ment in this matter, vie,, to buy reasonable parcels of silver for account of the Persian 
Goverjinii-nt Io supply the mint, the exchange for iis purchases being bought from uh 
on credit, the rate for silver and exchange being fixed HirnuUmjeonsly, thus ihe Persian 
Government would have their operation covered, and our sain of sterling would be no 
greater risk in exchange than wo accept al present in the ordinary way of behind. 
All charges for freight, insurance, brokerage, out of pocket expenses, and our com- 
mission to lie paid by tho ikihiinn Government. The silver would he combined hi us 
and he under our control until the sterling paid out in, London had been refunded to 
us in o piiviilont silver coined by ihe mint. It would mean a Heating advance of say 
50,01.(1)1, to tho Persian < ioverament at say 12 per cent, or 9 per cert I, per annum secured 
by silver in our hands. 











160 


It ia estimated that 1,000,000?-. of silver passe* though the mint during tW course 
of the year, it working at the rate of 100,000 toiruma per week the indent output 
beini; a* much as 120,000 tomans per week ; this, however, would be contiollecl by the 
pric? of silver and the cover obtainable for our sales of sterling to the I ersnm 

The propoaal is advantageous both to us and the Persian Govenupwnt and is far 
reaching und important; it is a commercial transaction o£ a film# nature, and we are 

provided with ample cover for our advance. .. t , . . 

Having the exclusive outturn from the mutt flowing regularly into our ti canary 
constitutes for ue the Control of the money market and a recuperative source for our 

n0t ° The stoppage of indiscriminate importation of silver by the public for minting 
purposes would tend to keep exchange on a steady level and permit jib, with the 
command of money judiciously wielded, to cover our sales to the lersian Government 
upoim quiet and even market; the competition for exchange on the part of importers 
of silver—our chief competitors—would become a negligible quantity, 

Th erG is the large and increasing trade on the southern shores of the Caspian, 
and in Baku to finance, which is only possible by consignments of actual coni from 
Tehran' 1 give you the figures for the month of November obtained from the post 
office representing cash sent from Imre by poet, including the sum sent by the bank of 
£36,000 tomans, by the public 237*000 tomans and not-including onr caravans of 
2£0,000 tomans Lo Method and Tabreo® ; this illustrates the large demand for com at 
the tail end of the season> It must be remembered that practically the whole of the 
Rcsht silk trade is financed by remittancea of coin from 1 ehran, which shows tue 
immense advantage to ns of having command of coin from the mint. 

Although under this arrangement we should no longer be inrporters of silver on 
our own account, wa are inclined to thtfk that the additional business that would 
ncente to ue fully oimipcimtes lor the loss of profit on silvffl? and cnneolldates out 
position as a dominating factor in the trade and finance of tlie country, 

1. have no UesiUdion in recommending tho^proposal for tho tavourabie considers 
tlon of the Board ; theta' is a possible objection to making advances to -the mmi, 
hut in the event of contiug&icies wo have a lion upon the silver which vrcmd cover ult 
po&sil]lc risk in this respect, and in that case leave the profit upon its importation in 
our hands. 


( 2 .) 

Translation of 7 P e!Li rum received from Imperial Hunk of Persia, Iehntti, 

February £4, I DIO. 

Subject to your approval, we have a draft agreement with the mint (referred to sn 
our private Jotter of the 22nd December) ready. Terms of agreement are for one year, 
amount is (hOOU.OUO lomana ; \ percent commission tmd 1) percent interest, lersian 
Government bind themselves to import bar silver exclusively through ue aud io buy 
mtehaugs on Umlon exclusively from us at J per cent, above our buying rate. 

Govern incut undertake not to grant mini contract to any other party; tliu hypothecation 
of the bar silver in mmeUiunl at mint will bo the security for our advance; bank wiJl 
allow Persian Government. the approximate profit on the silver as minted ; all charges 

to be for theii account , , . TJ 

Persian Government anxious we should redeem jewels pled gad with muqne 
d'Eaenmptc de Perse for 1,600,000 krans and accrued interest aiU „ 

over the advance lor oiu 1 year at U per cent mterest, making 1,JU0,UU0 kraua, wl i 

view to ultimate iilo through ns, Do you approve ? n , . ^ .. , 

Persian Government arc favourably disposed to Imperial Itauk of 1 era!a; the 
mteivsi received from the 20lh September lo ihe present date la 1,(100,000 krans, 
and wc have every hope lo receive more favourable cousi derail on in tlm future, 

If yon c an agree to the above proposal we think it is unlikely Persian Government 

will take joint advance 40U,UUUk 
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(3.) 


Translatfipn of Special Telegram dispatched to Tehran February 24, 1910, 


In reply to your telegram of to-day, we approve fully proposal mint, and we 
arc prepared to carry out details. We presume that you have submitted full 
proposition to legation and have their approval 

Jewels ; In consideration of present largo outstanding advances in Persia further 
increase undesirable. 

Referring t.o your confidential letter of the 2nd February, Government debt,, 
consider suggestion for unification highly satisfactory. 


[6486] No, £77. 

Foreign Ojjicc to Mr. Greenway. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 25, 1910. 

WITH reference to your intimation, made at this Oillco on the 22nd instant, of the 
desire of your company to place a launch and barges on the Upper Ivarun for the 
transport of material for use in, their oil fields, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey to inform you that ho addressed a telegram to His Majesty h a Mini a ter at. Tehran, 
enquiring whether he anticipated objection on the part of the Persian Government to 
the execution of the project. 

Sir lb Grey has now received a telegram from Sir G. Barclay, observing that the 
articles in the concession on which the company propose to base their demand appear 
to bu irrelevant to the point at issue, and that he anticipates strong objection to it cm 
the part of the lersian Government, 

i am to point out that, by a circular dated the 30th October, 1.888, the Persian 
Government, while announcing the opening of the Karun to the commerce of all 
nations from Mphammornh to the dyke of Ahwaa, imposed the condition that foreign 
vessels should not pass the latter point upwards, since the navigation of the river from 
there was reserved to ihernfiolves and their subjects. 

A concession for the monopoly of ribs navigation was Bold by the Persian Govern¬ 
ment to thu Naairi Company, which makes it practically the property of Moin-ut- 
Tujjar, an influential merchant of Bush ire. 

1 fitn to state that, in these oircumstimceej it would, in Sir E. Grey’s opinion, be 
advisable to refrain for the present from placing any vessels on the Upper Kanin, 

Sir Ci, Barclay will, in the meantime, apply for the necessary permission lo the 
Persian Government. 

I am, Ac, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[6846] 


Sir, 


No. 273. 

Zelh Suit an. tt> Sir Edward Grey .—(ifcetiiwd February 20.) 


117, Promenade A nyh in, Nice, February 23, 1910. 

I HA VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of rite Mth February, 
for which many thanks, I fully recognise the great mistake 1 made in returning to 
Persia contrary to the advices of Ills Britannic Majesty's and Russian Governments, 
and, ns you know, had to pay 100,000 tomans for this act; hut the promissory note for 
the 200*000 tomans, of course, as everybody knows* was taken by force, and in that 
moment had they (the rebels) demand cal id! my estates, I should have been obliged to 
yield ; but I must let you know that these villages in question belong to my eons, 
which 1 gave them three years ago before leaving for Europe* and th&y live on the 
revenue accrued therefrom, and as these villages are in Ispahan, and they know wull 
about the matter* 11 Anjnamn, Ispahan," has telegraphed to thu Persian Parliament and 
Ministers, and, according to their telegram (which enclosed i send you the copy -), they 
admit my rights. 


[ 1704 ] 


2 T 


Not printed, 
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I am in communication with the Persian Government, and as Sir Francis Bertie 
wrote to me, the unofficial intervention of His Majesty's Minister in Tehran will help 
me to bring the matter to a satisfactory conclusion, if be goes on as said. 

But what I ask from His Majesty's Government is the same protection as accorded 
mo East, year before leaving Feri&ia, and whilst I was at Keeht the last September the 
Russian Minister, on his way to Tehran, told my son Prince Bahrain that, once back in 
Europe, I should again be under the protection of British and Russian Governments. 
I am again in Europe and, having a large family and important estates, it. is impossible 
to live in sue)] a state of suspense, My brother Naibe Sal tan ch for the same reasons 
hue taken Russian protection, and my nephew Shoa Galtaneh. that of the Turkish 
Government 

Now I beg you therefore to be good enough to speak with the Russian Government, 
and accept me again as your joint protege, and henceforth I hope always to give a 
willing ear to the advices of the two Governments. 

Trusting you will once more come to my assistance and show me the same favour 
you have showed me in forty years in this time of need, 1 have, &c. 

ZELTjE sultan. 


[6839] No. 279. 

Anglo^Psrsian Oil Company to Foreign Office,—(Resowed February 26.) 

WmcfMer House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 25, 1910. 

I AM obliged for your favour of the 17th instant advisEilg receipt of a despatch 
from Sir George Barclay reporting iliat, in urging the Persian Government not lo part 
with their interest in this company, lie thought it well to state to the Persian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs that ho expected to be apprised in the case of any future offers 
which they might receive in order that ho might apprise this company, who possess, 
morally, a preferential right of acquisition; but that lie knew that this company ivcre 
very anxious that the Persian Government should retain their interest in tho under¬ 
taking. 

'piis exactly defines our views, and I beg to express on behalf of my board our 
thanks to Sir George Barclay for so clearly placing our case before the Persian 
Government. 

t have, Ac, 

C. GREEN WAY, 

1 /a tt ag nig D i reetor. 


[6878] No. 279* 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Qr^y.-—(Received February 2G.) 

(No, S3.) 

(Telegraphic.) R Tehran, February 26, 1910. 

] 11AVE the honour to suggest that enquiry may be made of the directors of the 
Imperial Hank of Persia as to details of an arrangement which bank proposes tq 
conclude with the Persian Government, under the terms of which the latter constitutes 
former, for the period of one year, sole agent for the importation into Persia of silver 
for coinage pu uluses. 

Persian Government would benefit greatly under the proposed agreement, since 
in mid it inn to the profit of the mint, they would, in future, secure that on the 
importation of silver, k would, likewise, prove highly remunerative to the Imperial 
Bank ol Persia, for while losing the profit of importation of silver on its own account, 
bank would give other advantages, among which the better control of the exchange ia 
the moat important 

Before the matter is finally concluded, I feel that it is my duly to submit it for 
your consideration, simv Russia might conceivably raise objections to the. transaction* 

ItuKskm Bank, it should be noted, has never been permitted by its administration 
to import silver on its own nccotml, therefore the arrangement proposed above, under 
which [tii peri ill Bank of Persia would forgo its profit on this point, would nui entail a 
similar loss ou the former bank. 
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'The transaction would contribute greatly to consolidate predominant position. of 
Imperial Bank of Persta, and I foresee possibility of objections from Russian 
Government rather on this score than qu account of any loss of business. 


[10131] No. 2S0. 

ifomorawhim r^nling Question of a Joint An^h-Ruseian Advance to the 
Persian Qovemmont. yAuynkfc 1907 to February 1910.) 

NEGOTIATIONS for a joint Anglo-Russian advance to the Persian 
Government were carried on during the year's 1906-7. The course of these 
negotiations up to August 1907 has boon reviewed in a previous Memo- Confidential 
nnrlnm In that month it became clear that they had broken down, mainly lapor No. sus 
0W j Tl g to the opposition of the National Assembly. Though after this the 
question remained dormant, for a considerable period, it may be well to take 
up the narrative at this point, dividing our subject Into four periods. 


1, August 1907 to June 1908. 


Up to the coup d’fiiat of the 23rd .Tune, 1908, the situation was 

dominated by two conflicting forces. 1 

On the one hand, it was clear tlmfc the finances of Persia could only be 
restored by n foreign loan. Such, at least, was the opinion at this time of 
three of the authorities best qualified to judge. On the 28th October, 1907* 
Mr. Marling reported "The Treasury is empty; .... the taxes arc being 
paid with the greatest irregularity.” On the 20th January, 1908, Musliir-ed- 
ibwidi told him that “it was now commonly recognised that a foreign loan 
W[1S imperative.” In March 1963 the Imperial Bank of Persia urged on Ilia 
Majesty's Government the absolute necessity of an Anglo-Russian loan. The 
gemirai chaos made any accurate estimate of the financial position of the 
Persian Government impossible, and it was felt that little could lie done 
until the French bmanciul Adviser to the Persian Government bad been 
appointed; But a few facta emerged. It was known that the claim* of 
ffussia on the customs receipts affected to the service of the Russian loans 
and advances amounted to 372,800/* The Imperial Bank estimated the 
indebtedness of the Government to themselves at 54.0,853/. 14*. and to 
the Russian Bank at (approximately) 100,000/.* 


Mr. MiuHiug,, 

No. 230, 

Octotor 10, 19157. 
Mr. 

No. 13, 

JilQU&IJ 23, 1U0&. 
To Mr. Marling, 
No, 27, 

Ala id i *j, 130S, 


Mr. Marling, 

No. IN, 

Stay 20, ISOS. 

fil, Ufli>mo to 
Imperial Hank of 
Persia, 

Fobimry 0, 130S. 


On llie other hand, it was <*|iwlly clear that “ the Assembly, at present Sir r; 
at any rate, was resolved not to allow any new foreign. lean to be contracted 12 1307 , 

in Persia The sanction of the Assembly was necessary under Article 25 of 

tho Fundamental Laws of Dumber 1906. The Ministers wore so dependent Mr, Marling 
on the Assembly that 11 without the permission of the Jpdjli&s they hardly *>« H 
Zm\ order their cur***." U La not till the i-eth February that ^rvi-um 
Mr. Marling could report that “even the Assembly has at last coino to Uuunft 

that Persia must seek financial assistance abiond. ^ Even then, Fuljruui'y 26, isos, 

distrust of Russia made an application to her distasteful, while under the 
Russo- Persian Loan Agreement of 1900 Russian consent was necessary 
before a now loan could he contracted. 

There wore onlv. two wavs out of this dilemma. Either a personal loan 
might ho made to the Sliflh, or acme foreign loan might bo contracted on a 

1 " J " 1 Ua < ifcmilt^of an application from the Shah, the Russian Government If- ftMmki to 

... the former expedient in October 1907, but Hi* Majesty's Govern- 

merit refused to be a party to any loan not made publicly and not recognised TtJ ^ L*„ kt ,. Wjikj( 

hv the Persian Government. They were also of opinion that such assistance uctuUr i,j f im 
given to the Sliuh "might easily lead to hi& deposition and assassination. 11 To Sir A, Niwlscw, 
The project ultimately fell through, u, 

* CakuliUjd cj]3 an of SO krans to tli-o £. 1907 + 
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Sir C. Spriti£- 
Riw, No. IBS, 
Aupnt 15, 1907, 

Mr, Marling, 

No, in'!, 

January i'll, tiJOfi, 

Mr. M-iLtLing 1 , 

No. 123, 
Telegraphic, 

May 17, tm 
Mr, Marling, 

No. 103, 

April 30, 1903. 

Sir F, IaccoIIcb, 
No. 15, 
Tolegtaphsc, 

May £6, 1903. 

Sir G. Sprlog-Rico, 
No. I Up, 
September 13, 
1907. 

Mr. Marling, 

No. an, 

February 2&, 190S. 


Mr. Merlins, 
No, 193, 

April au, iyja. 


Mr. Marling 

No. 20J, 

Tdpgnvp'hie, 
July 7, 1110ft, 

To Mr. Marling, 
No. IflQ, 
Tfiio^rjphiG, 

July i,im 


Mr. Marling, 
No. 213, 
TelogrnpUk, 
July 21, 1903, 


The second expedient was favoured by the German and French Kepre- 
sentatives at Tehran, who both wished for some form of international 
ATTarLwincnt involving some inGitsurc of intcnifttiontil control. Baron ■von 
Richthofen especially desired to see a Catssc de la Bette " established. in 
Persia. This scheme waft naturally opposed by His Majesty's Government, 
hut some apprehensions were entertained that the projected establi&hnumt of 
a German Bank at Tehran, the touts of Herr Jang and Dr. Grotlmm Persia, 
and the visit of hht&lmm es-Sulfcmeh % Berlin were connected with some 
BUC h proi&ct. The idea of a German loan to Persia does not, however, seem 
to have been very seriously entertained at Berlin. Moreover, in a nets 
dated the 31st August, 1907, His Majesty’s Government had stipulated ns a 
condition for their assent to the suspension of the sinking fund on the Anglo* 
Indian loan of 1903-4 that no foreign loan should be Contracted by 1 er&ia 
without their consent, and as no answer was returned to this note, they 
in formed the Persian Government on the 24th February, that they 

considered the condition to have been tacitly accepted. 


On the 22nd March, 19®, the newly-appointed Financial Adviser to 
the Persian Government, M. Bisrot, arrived In Tehran, and the first step was 
thus taken towards clearing up the financial situation! A month aftei his 
arrival, M. Bkot’s appreciation of the position was that <H the Persian. 
Government is practically at the end of its resources. .... I he. general 
attitude seemed to he based on the belief that sooner or Inter a foreign loan 
would lie negotiated, and the first thing to be done would be to satisfy ’ & 
nuiUilude of pEmaionni-s “ fmm ifs proceeds ” 

Sneli was the position when the coup d'fiiat of the 23rd June converted 
a penniless uonstitul tonal Government into a bankrupt despotism, 

2. June l‘)03 to July 1909. 

The c&ua d'fiiat did not diminish the difficulties of the situation--it 
rattier added to them. But the difficulties wore of a different kind. 1 H V the 
past venr tlic two Powers had had to deal with a Government to winch they 
might have been willing to lend money but which refused to borrow, Now 
they hud to deal with a Government which was only too willing to harrow 
but to’ which they did not desiro to lend. The quegMon of a loan now took 

concrete farm. 4 + , r . . . , * 

Only n fortnight after the ®up d'fitat the linance Minister sounded 
M. Bizol on the question. Sir G. Barclay having reported tlm eircgmiitaiuie, 
His Majesty's Government replied immediately that (L so long ns the 
Constitution is suspended’ 5 they could not, lend money to Persia on the 
double ground that, in the event of the revival of the Constitution, ttm 
Assembly might repudiate such a loan, and that under the personal govern¬ 
ment of'the Sbn,h no confidence could he fait that the money lent would 
btMnnp I eyed for the good of the country. , 

These iwo considerations governed the whole attitude of IIis Mnjesly e 
(lovernnuavt during the negotiations ol the next twelve months, Bioeu y 
fipenhingt they acted consistently on the prineiple that on advancewould lift 
fortliemniug when, and not until, a Constitution was in vioiking oiair, 
and sufficient guarani l-ck were provided for its proper expenditure. Any 
op parent- deviations from consistency are explained hy three disturbing 
fadin'* in the situation, which may be stated as follows :— 

In the first place, obviously the most elementary condition tor a lo.ni 
was the m'tninG that a loan was needed. Nothing reveals more clearly the 
tot til disorgm sisal ion of the whole machinery of government thrni the mot 
that even iliis certain! v was u nut Inina Me, On the 2J-ib duly M. Bizet uaj 
Hi,pai-etil.lv id opinion that " a loan is necessary similar to that cmjtemidaiet 
in HJM"'* But on the LOili September Mr. Marling reported that * s M, Bisol 
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expressed to me confidentially his opinion that financially Persia is by no 
means in at* bad a case ns is generally belie veil; but the efforts which have 
been made from very different motives by both the Medjlias and reactionaries 
to prevent him from making any real examination of the situation have been 
so successful that it would scarcely he just to him to quote hi* opinion as 
authoritative.” Six weeks later M. Riant was still so much in the dark that 
no steps could be taken, On the whole, at this time it would appear that 
M- Bisfot and Mr. Marling svere of opinion that a reorganisation of the 
Finance Department was of far more importance titan a loan, and that if a 
loan was advisable at all it should he utilised for "the conversion of the 
advances from the Imperial and Russian Bank*, which at present bear the 
high rate of interest of 12 per cent., and the payment of tlm floating debts 
of the Government to native bankers.’’ Jn November Mr. Marling main- 
fa bind the opinion which ho had already expressed in September tliat "if 
flic finances of the country were reasonably well administered plenty of 
money would be forthcoming,” In December His Majesty’s Government 
were still waiting until M, Uiisot could report, after thorough investigation, 
that a loan was necessary and desirable, On the 20th January Sir G. 
Barclay was instructed that. "His Majesty’s Government cannot even 
consider the question of an advance to Persia before M. Bi&btfs financial 
report has been received." That report did not oomo into their hands till 
the 2fill i April. Although even then M. Burnt confessed himself unable 
to fix the amount of the loan which would he needed, he asserted that “la 
liCccssiti; dbm emprunt n'est pas contestable, 1 ' and assigned three objects to 
which it; should ho effected, vis*:— 

" L. Rcaibuiireemeut d&3 d^l-Los A courm tah&ra&o oil oaigitlcs dans; les banqufia. 

" 2. Reglc-menl. den nutndjita £mia main rttin payda. cl, eUltrea deLlca. 

11 3. Puiutnuul, l|<w dilpcasOB d'crgaiiiKiLion ties divert uqrvniua publics. 1 ’ 

Sir Ci. Barclay, basing himself on data supplied by M. BiKot* estimated 
the amount- of the loan required at roughly 2,500,001)4, and the total 
indebtedness of Persia consequently as follows;— 

£ 

Rusflian Government’s Juana .. .. .. , * &;200 t 4Kp 

lirttbh nntl I mlinu ^ifvcrauicnt'R loan, ivith crrrc*TH uf iutarait 300,000 

htitjuLrod Is psiy QfF lloatiug iloLit, &c. .. ,+ £,iiOe,i>ui> 

Total .* .. .. .. 6,000,001) 

Iiinther words' the financial position of Persia remained unknown to ILis 
Majesty’s Government until less than three months before the ShaiFs 
deposition, 

tint secondly, quite apart from the vagLioness of the financial situation, 
another consideration made the advisability of a loan seem doubtful. Could, 
li was asked, any saiisl'aetory arrange rue t it he arrived at with the ShaliV 
trovermnent ? ilo was surmunded hy’a hopelessly corrupt camarilia. He 
lu rase If was untrustworthy. Mr. .Marling at least was inclined to recoin- 
ineud that, fsir from giving assistance to the Sliah, his position should 
hi; made as dillicult as possible—that every source of ravouue should be cut 
off, and that llis Majesty's Governm^t should press for the overdue interest 
on the 1903—4 loam. The Russian Government constantly urged the 
necessity of an irttmediate loun, on the ground tfiot delay might lead to the 
deposition oF (ho fthali; Mr. Marling was rather of opinion that his deposition 
would "nm. be ei bad solution ’* of the problem, 

On the other hand, them was n ihird eonkidoration, always present to 
tlic minds of all partics, whiidt made in favour of the view that linauekl 
assistance should be uccardod to the ShaU's 1 iovernmcnG namely, the 
possibility that money might bo forthcoming from other quarters, Aa a 
roimnercial iransaciin-o, this would of course have been out of the question. 
La August, illfis hnih banks at Tehran had refused absolutely all acoomma- 
'hitLQu, even on the security of the customs. But ii was on the curds that, 
for political tmds, -1 a Government interested hi obtaining ihe right to 
iaterlcro in Persian a flairs ** might- not ho averse to scouring repayment of 
tilths advanced as a siicoulation hv souil- minor bank!iigdiousc or syndicate. 
[17C4] 1 % U 


Jiff. Srarliog;, 

No. 251 r 
Ooofl dent tab 
SdptQKtMr 10, 
1908. 

Sir fr. Barclay, 

No. 2S5, 

October 23, 1908. 

Mr. Marling, 

No. 261, 
Coalidealiah 
September 10, 
lDOS. 

lilr. Marlin^:, 
November 1&, 

im 

To Sir A, Nielson, 

No, 

Ti'legt.-iyliic, 

hfceinwr 23. 
im 

Trs Sir £j. Bardayr 
No, £6 h 
Telegropbio, 
January HO, 1009. 
Sir G, ISiirclay, 

No, T4, 

April 1909. 


Mr. Marling 1 , 
Na 253, 
SepUsobdr 10, 
19 US, 

Mr. Marling, 
NitTUjubeir is, 
1303. 


Mr. Marling, 
No, ITS, 

All gOLLL 1, 1908. 
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Ms* Marling, 

No. 2G3, 
Beptttnbnr ss, 
1908. 

Sir A, Nicdsen* 
No. COi, 
Decembar 22„ 

lm 

Sir A. Nioalsoo, 
No, 8, 

Tdographic, 

Jaxumry 5, l?0 5, 

Sir E. Qo&ChOn, 
No. 127, 

April d, 1900. 


Mr, Marling. 
No. m, 

Aug-unt I,1510$. 


It WES on this ground that Mr. Marling suggested an Anglo-Ru&sian 
advance in August Again in September he expressed the fear that tto 
Shakes present reckless advisors might induce His Majesty to turn elsewhere, 
Cr q. to Germany, and obtain accommodation on extortionate terms. 'n 
December M. de H&rtwig confessed to Sir A. Nicoteon that tins consideration 
weighed with him* and at the beginning of (inunry, when. ALa^iil -Vlulk 
visited Merlin, M. kvoisky feared that he had gone m the hope of racing 
money. These suspicions were indignantly denied in April IJUJ bv tlio 
** Sdddeutsche Ecichakome&poudena f) in an inspired nr tide. 


Bearing in mind what has been said above, we may now follow the 

oouxae of negotiations in chronological order, , 

After the first lent alive advances of the Persian Government ™ the 
7th July. 1908, and the reply of Hie Majesty’s Government, as noticed 
above* M, Bizet, in two interviews on the 2Gth and 27th July, laid lus Jnst 
sketch of the financial needs of the country before the Russian ami ntish 
Representatives. Those needs were three in number 

1. Reorganisation of Ministry of Finance. 

2. A Budget to be drawn up. , , 

3. A Committee of Control to he formed* officered by Europeans 

already in the service of the Persian Government. 


Air. Marl in 
No. 2117, 

August 12 n I SOS. 


Sir A, Nitolson, 
Nr?, 3in, Sc or at *1 
August 18, litfotL 


Mr. Mwling* 
No. 951, 

i lonlHuiitinl* 
Suptctuber 10, 


Following on these interviews, Mr* Marling proposod a joint advance under 

strineent guarantees. , 

On the 6th August tv second application for money was made to 
M. Bisot bv the Persian Ministers at Bagh-i-Shah* hut no statement of nceos 
was forthcoming except a bogus estimate amounting to 2,000,000 tomans, 
ninc-tenlhs nf which wore olwi|§|ly destined for the pocket of Anur 
Bahadur Jang. At this point the Russian Government appear on the scone 
It may be doubted whether tlio authorities at St. Petersburg* had 
studied very closedv the actual financial position of Persia. At any rate, 
they appeared to have no doubt that a loan was necessary, and very uitle 
that it was advisable to make it at once. On the tSth August M, Isvolsky 
presented a Memorandum to Sir A. Kicoleon, etftinig that the muslioo of 
Persian railways was intimately connected with a Persian loan, the neressity 
for which they took for granted. On tlio 10th September, as has airily 
been noticed, Mr. Marling threw doubt on this nacggsii.y, and his despaleh 
was transmit soil to Sir A.'Kicolson, in order that, the point o£ view might jo 
presented to the Russian Government. 


1&0&. 


To Mr. NTarlinp. 
No, 24 I, 
Toloifriipliic, 
Scpltiiubur i, 1908. 


MetiDwhL, however. His Mujesty's Government lind i»st.n|H 
Mr, Marling that they wore prepared to adopt the proposals of UH> lor a 
joint loan of iOn.OtH)/. **as soon as M. Biaot is in a position to make ilic 
necessary application.” To such a loan two conditions would be null*- 
pon&ablt*;— 


■* ]. Tin' Injm shall ant b« employed for the auppiwoti of the Constitution* bat 
advanced in mudi a miranW l M will allow of ilfl b#g used a* a lover for aupm^iug' t 
(Thin nimbi bo .-faed by a Btipukaioti that the loan for a nhort period only. lwjfom '■* 
expiration of wldeh the Assembly must 1* convoked for tho pUrjK^ of ratifying & 

rmmvmg it), ^ t „ . ± 

" 2. Bxpeitdiluro of loan. must, bo controlled by aumciont guarantees. 


Mr. 

No, m, 

^H'jiU'tiLlxT 29, 

i m, 


But if M. Bizut \tm ever to he “in a position to make the neci'&W 
iplteniimi" some facts at least wore nonesnary* 1 in: rest of the year was 
mot id Tehran in a vain attempt to obtain them. 

For the third time, on the mh Sq>l*iaher p M. lhzot wv* pressed bv the 
ersian Government to find money, but the money " still remained an 
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unknown quantity* On the 21&t October Mushir-efi-Dowieh returned to Sir g*? arclir ' 
the charge armed with an itemised account of arrears duo to the army, ^ 

Sir G- Barclay told him that the account was inadequate. On the 
17th December Sand-ed-Bowleh enquired whether an Anglo-lWsian advance sir G. Batclay, 
would ha forthcoming if a Constitution was granted. He received the same No, 4to, 
reply: no advance except under a constitutional regime, and under 
guarantees considered sufficient by M. Bizot* i yos. 1 ' r 1 

But the year was not to close without some definite exchange of views 
■between Great Britain and B-ussia. On the 2Srd December IBs Majesty’s 
Government in form ed Sir A. Nicolson that if the question was raised again 
hy the Persia ti Government they would be prepared to consider whether they 
should not join with Russia in guaranteeing the interest on a sufficiently 
secured loan, on throe conditions :—■ 


1. M r Bisot to be satisfied that the loan was necessary, 

2. Satisfactory guarantees to be given. 

3. Constitution to bo in working order. 


To Sir A. NicyliWn, 
No. C72, 
Tvle^rapliic, 
Dct'«inber 23, 
10U8. 


But they added that they would prefer not to advenes at. all, even under a 
constitutional regime* if M, Bizot considered such a course feasible. On tlio 


261 h December 
M. Isvolsky. 


an aidc-rnemmre in this sense was communicated to 


This communication hardly fell on favourable ground at St, Peters burgh. 
Already on the 21st December M. de liar twig* who had been summoned 
home to consult with M. I&volsky, had informed Sir A, Nicohion that in liis 
opinion tlio advance might he made conditional, not on the establishment of 
n Ootfj&titution, but on steps being taken u>wards it. On all hands it was 
agreed that the financial question was immediate and should not be allowed 
to wait until the convocation of tho Assembly, 'Hus was apparently the 
opinion of M„ Isvolsky* of the new Persian Minister, Isaafe Khan* of the 
Persian Special Envoy,’ Ahi-ul-.Mulk, and of M. do Hartwig. llis Majesty’s 
Government rernuiiu'd absolutely opiJducd to such a view; they maintained 
that to give the Shull money would in the present circumstances he worse 
than futile, anil would amount to intervention in Persia’s internal affairs/' 


Sir A* NicSson, 
Nix 613, 
Eectiidber &&* 
1908. 


r% A* Ntcolaao* 
Nu. 309 , 
TotegnipSiic, 

L)i.:<:uiijljHjr 21, 

1 m- 

Sar A. NkRlaoD, 
No, 601 * 
Do^usljijr 22; 
Nth 00o, 
llGCOtiibei- 251 
No. i>5 0, 
Dtiuaaibor 28, 
1908, 


'i'oSar A, Niuolson, 
No. 38, 
T^lu^rmpliio, 
JailiUity 13* I DU'S, 

On tlm 17th January M. Isvolsky embodied ]iis views in a Memorandum* 

Discussion followed, and on the Sib April the text of the advice to be 
tendered by the two Governments to the iShiib was finally agreed upon and 
drawn up by tlie lEussiun (lovernmcut. Since the course of ucgotiatioua 
between these two dales linn been Billy described in Sir A. NicoUou 1 ^ AmiW 
Report for 11101),° il will pcrhtips be sulfieieut. to give tho linal text in full, 
making at the same time a few comments upon it. 

The communication to be made to the Shah runs as follows 


L I/ia (JmivtiNinmcmts da Russia et di- la GmiKb^Bralafflio cxigerant do nuito >lu 
ScJiah la d^pdna-ioa du Srtnlv-A?juq niik^ii que nollu de I Kmir Ikliadcur-lJjoug; la tld^dion 
tin m deruior so rapperbera A tonnj- Ice fuiiciliona >pnl vicoKO cmli dans lu Uibhiot w 
MinsHtrOH qn'flu Palais. Tanlefuis, A lu Sdutli x'upposu d'uno tacon jmrLusu.lh':mitu?Hl. 

a ci* ipio co fcu&tiupBiro noil, dloigtni du I'idiiis, lus doux Golivor^emanU 
n'iuaiiUcFuuL part sur 00 deNsitr pyinfi 

■' 2, Ll Rurtrtio ai I'Aiiglvlerro olniomlront du Sctuib lo T^tidilisscmoiU da ruginio 
couHl-itatiuiniol m lA-rws au moyru do I'inlrniluctsau imuukliato dca ruformas viuuiu'rocti dans 
\os suiviinttf. 

fl 3. Ij^a dons Gonvamemonts oiigeront du Sclwdi la constitution d'uu Cabiuot 
iiu ]111 >irrtij ile pajpqnties dignftK do (KmHaaOC ot IVidjonotioii kwih retard am Gun^fi! do j‘Empire v^ T ^ Njc'IiIsod, 
do pernomiiuiitdrt dolairfen appurtenant A divers partis* lqquolt ’onseil uerail c:h.ug4 il'C : laborer 2S2, 

«t do proinidgm'r uno nouvcllo Id ulccicrule. G.!rt G-gatioue dc Rue,iin ut d'Anglulorni A April 8, 
I'dhunm jvaumultrcuil jui Scliuli, d'uiw fjujoa privdo, utto Li-ite tlort ciaudidatbi lus jilus 
apfuropridrt A fjJnj punie du Cabiuot ot du Cumuli I do l' Kinpiju; il ortt- I licit CQUmdu quo tii 


Pp, 22-25* 
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le ehoijr du Sotmh tombe but dcs pemwics n inapinmt pas la confiaaco ndocaaair>o autuno 

avitaGu if argent no sera faita & la PeriiG, , , t 

- 4, till ilk GoavemdmunLs oxigcront du Suhah line immustie glnMa P™* to lJ” C(JU * 
qui ont pm Ich annea cootrc lui et au sent, reudun coupablea de qmuea poUfciquefl ; ll va ds 
ii f,«o Cette moauro ne a’&teiulm pan a wuk den rdyolutioiiiiaircs qui ont commit en outre 
fa* urituuH da ili-oii eommuiL Qiutut aux LiuHvidiu Gonvauicua do brigandage oi a d imlrua 
m^faitciirn nui auirwient camimn des crimes du droit oomnjjm eu sMm«mt du tnyuvcimml; 
coEiniitLilicutuo!, ks (rouvurnumcnt du phati f#a t&tijiu do donncr des garanlioa do co 
qifaueune iniiiie tie lour sura mfligiid auLraroam que par jufireent dun Ivibwtsl unputtuu, 
quti cola LL M fait m non temps par rapport aus poraonnes q«i avateiit pna bust dans 

la (Legation d'Anglutorrli a IVluhnu, , . , ,, v , *■ 

%, La Uiitwii: et l'Ahgleteric cxigOrCtel Git ojito la fixation immediate du la da^ 
di^a iluaums parleuiehtairajH aiusi quo do colie deb convocation du Mucijtm Cta uAteb 
dovrobt ulvo uottocH room! k la qunnaiirt|iite du pvye l-uLht, 

" Le (lOiivismeBl^iil vusm' iiuran, all le .jiugt* lueeuasam?. itvinicer ah Uonvemcmcut 
iMrsan aussitol. mio lee niusiires pripftrtvtoiruH £mmMw aux §5 ik 5 du programme 
imon{ M |«W par to Mali, one Aim 2,600000 fr, d^tmdo ii. Babjgp ire* 
do pi‘ii iiiim&lUtetf iaddiMBituefl par rintrotluotiou ilea refurmcs. He eoji le Gouycrne- 
n|[iL MiiAi* fi'il to juge M4ee!Ji»ko, jMmrv.i hire an ^.ly^nemotf^lu Sfthftli nne 
avaucu du inline ihducitiL aiiwit# q*te I'Astembldc i-tortm* aura udoptu [col cmpriiuLj. 

[Tl. onlv riieanM uf ^icilitating a larger loan to Lite Perefan i iovorimioaL, n such *-iQuld 

flulKMMiuedtly be: round to In: n^asary/wmild be to do bo vmder cdrtoin guaranteesw 
di c^t-d |,v the [torfiiui Gnviji'iitncni- mi i.liu ouu auk and the UutwlL ami Imwwu Oovorn 
f,u Lin- otlier, at same later d*td.“] Lappui pour la aouol^iou dun cinprunt 
OXI «nr mi pourru utredumu'- an UQuvornainom poteati qub !a euiiditJoti qu urn 
apduialo cimnjitjs^ : diia Diructpi u K d«f l^iqueO ttelM et anglaiso ft ieliemu ot do D 61 egu 6 a 
pcriiiiuH s(jit itiHiiLin'e, laquMlu GcnnniiMioiL ■ 

"(o') CJouteolt&ii. le .b-lauLr^moont < 1 m 'n>Kw>iifi*B do Vfetftb et y^rait. ft oo quo oca 

reawnuciss sninut nitb^tdah oKclfeenfeiit ait* Iwaoifta du pays; 

11 (fr} ^urvoilbrait i'ovdro dVdaboratism des tlevia duia Msjjqial-iorja aimuellua pour 
KmP-s b'n bniHiihtia do V AdminEsUatiou* aitisi qnu k luudti thippItcalkL do on 

cu 11 f< o «i Lit: avt‘i: li* Hiuftit qui aGiult drijaflu par Je Miaieterb des hminucs pufAini avw 

tblde do ]a CdiuniiMb^ cl . . r , . 

« ( f /, Amdsterai' U: Minislvro ties F-iimncOB du dans l| revtaioti ot la roguiitrt- 

(501 to jI hEc-h Inin stir lo mulbL" 


S5t 6. 

Nu, 174, 
Tbogriiiildf-, 

Mjiivh -i, 11300. 


E4ir C- li iraliiy, 

Noj '1ft, 

Toll'j: A | il 111 % 

Pobruary 1 , 1000 , 
To Sir 4. N iauldLin! 
Ni., lBo, 


NLjlllLc, 

Kubruiiry Hi, 
lyoo. 


ith ^fer,ard Article 1 or ttm above prn^mmnuT Uls Wytotfs 
Qovnmment i:is indiuod t:o insist lar moro Lirtnly tlmn lt^| «n the 
absolute nnw^ity d the dismissal of the SI mb’s rlwstionavy towers. I ho 
run suite for Ibis rdthude hav^ already luion noticed. TUq final torm ol the 
article Sav’d effect to our domanda. 

Witli rc-fted to Artid.- 3 t Ilk Majusty’s Government, always ansioiw to 
abstain iVom intcivcrition in the inlornni affairs t>l J’ersiu* werr inHiiuj: . to 
obiui.1 ('> miv munumoLuinihui by the hejjutions us lo what mcii iho ^hati 
should eniplov in Ihe Calnndfc and the Co urn'll C> 1 the Cinjiiie. lii, 
hoxv-cviT, dvnnped their ohjedtion on the advice of 8iHG liurclay, tiiou^lit 
Ibut " to lei |,lie Shull know whom he should appoint is only ^Lviu^hmi a 
fair diuiuv" and his su--osthm that the names should be submitted privately 
wav adnplHh Un tin' Hinme prhieiplo the two [.e^ations made very strong 
retnu’seutaiions in April amidst the diainissai of SriaiUed-[>o\v!oh 

It was, hnwevei'j with raj^uTd to Avtielo li itiat there existed 11 lo stiongcs 
SfFevnnL'c of opinion between the two Governments. 

ills Majesty 1 # Governnimit rot used steadily to gOttey lean b$0\v the 
©sttiblishnient of eonstitutiomd gpTOirnmeiit^ on pnielsoly the same two 
^founds as they had advanced m July 1008. In February both hihreess and 
1 snaliu ll detd a Hid that no loan wouitf ho rSiognized uuleaa approved by the 
ASembly. On tlie mix Febmury we drew the attention ni Urn Eubsl an 
Government lo tin? dimmer thus iluUeak^l. \\n also, on till! sunus nroUEnb 
ohiadi-il In t in’ proposed ns ran tjemeut hetwcon tho Russian Government and 
U,;. | imperial anil llitesian Liauks witli regard to Aiiun-ea-Curb's debts, 


Sir O. Ilrtrcliy, 
So. 7tq 
'i'ulcgnqihic, 
Fabi‘ua,r + v 7 j, IGOtl. 


r ,. % A. Sladm, * ... ... liiwfon Ml <0 Sir A. SfcotajB by HI* 

K lk, fr3S-S 1 (jmvtnOH‘iLl, iL iii 1 inxcpie I l*y ixu-siaii trovuruuuinU 

< rd('jTriu»lire 1 , 

April iTi im 
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Moreover, the Commission of Control contemplated in this article— 
nf Sj the directors of the two banks and some Persian delegates'—did not Sir '' Bareby, 
meet the views cither of the Financial Adviser or Sir tC Barclay. The latter h - 0 , 

called it an H abnormal form of control" and a ,f temporary expedient.” Apr!113; 

His Majesty’s Government objected to the Commission on the ground that No. i?ft, 
the Powers would be assuming direct responsibility for the internal affairs T & ^F^ pl ?§k 
of Persia—a thing objectionable in itself, but doubly objectionable when the 1 ■ |jr ' , ■ ' 

clnef position in the Commission was filled by the managers of the banks, 
whose:' businps was not poliji^ but the making of money. They were Tetogrfiphte, 
therefore in favour of postponing the question of control altogether Tor the April is, 1909. 
moment* 

On the whole, it appeared to Sir G. Barclay tho lesser of two evils to 
drop our objections to an. immediate joint advance provided that such an 
advance was placed to tho account of the two Legations, and paid out in I today, 

instalments as they might think lit* This scheme was approved by His 
Majesty^ Government in the event of any joint advance being made, ami it £ 4 ^ 

was suggested by M. Biaot that tho two liepreBentAtlvea should be instructed No. n&, 
to act on liis advice, although hk olTlmal position made it impossible for Tujesraplij!. 
him to be associated with fcliem formally, No. ivsf ' 

Tetegrapfuc 
Marcli 20 ; 

No. 27 $, 
TdegripLii:, 
April ly, nm 


Eventually, however, it was decided that it would be bettor to allow Tc^iv a. Nll"j 1 m>ii 
R ussia to make her share of the advance at once if she wished, and to T[ ^ J 
reserve Great Hrit&pfs share until tho Constitution was in working order. 17 1 

Sir C H Barclay considered that **of the fusible tlevclopncjts ol the Anglo- sk G, IJfti'cUv, 
itiibi.sian pniposnls, it would he almost the worst that the Russian Government No. . r ).% 
should separate itself from us in the imttcr of fnmidnl asHistauco." StocH 22,1999. 
Ncvorl IilIoss this was the arrangement eventually made. 

The Legations having tm the 22nd April presented the advice of the two Sir G. fiarcky, 
Powers to the Shall, anif on the 7th ^Tiy submitted the names td‘ suitable ™- vm 
ruen tor tho Cabinet and the Council of the Empire, and rescripts having 
been issued on the fUh May for the elaboration, of an electoral law and for u 
gerLcraJ amnesty^ Russia proceeded to make arranginnonte for her advance. 

Lt was to amount to JiKfOOUh, anti was to bo secured on Persian custom 
other than those of Pars and tho Gulf. A Committee was appointed 
including the Financial Advisor to control expenditure; the Russian 
Legation was tu signify approval of each item of expenditure, but tho 
advance was not to be made in iustiihneuis. 

Mis Majesty’s Government proposed that this advance should be plaoed 
to the joint aceonnt of the two Legal in us, according to Lhe suggestion 
already meulioued, hut both AT. fsvolsky and M| Kokovtsolf were opposed to 
sudi a srheriie, on ilia ground that if Great Britain Couddewd the advance 
an inttafeimoo in internal affairs she could hardly logically associate liei-soli 
with the control of its expenditure' 

It may be remaid'ed in parenthesis that, in spite of Russia's eag^mous Sir a. Nicolmn, 
to ninko an Etamediato advance, opinion in the Russian Cabinet appears to ^-—^Alg, 
have been divided 011 the subject, at any rate as late as tho 14th Alareh, m, i\m. 
This difficulty w ill ho found to recur in later negotiations. 

On the 1st June Sir (f. Barclay rcporteil Ibat a draft Ijouii Agreement Sir t:. Bhtc&y, 
had been Submitted to and approved by the Russian Government, Under 
tliis Agreement the system of control was to be as follows Ma 

11 1. La jiouum) p,SLlU,00<l fr.] , , . , mn d'nprfts un progranuue qui aura ’ ,utku 

i-taljli entL 1 " III Ij:jT.iuion hIl 1 Uu^ie ut 1e tiouvorm-munij pniiui. 

" Ch u ..[ittijiu devra »Hto orihHmaii'-i 1 par !u Minin! re runpaiiRiblu dll dupartemelit 

int4niris4 ul. tovtHu da 1 vu Injjl k payer 1 hIll Miidstn- don Kmiuieuii, 

'■ii. Un caiMXLur-eouifUidjSti, dcsigrti d'lVicuvrd uiH.ru le (JouvuraeHWiit per-^m ct la 
L'gai iiits dLj ItiiMie, noni qhurgi Jli imyeniuiiL depctuica inLpittI'em hitr In diU) sciiuiae, 

■* I. Qpiukjil lies MiuLHiMLH diivm nnuire compLe au L^rbinaut du i’einjjkw deceit* 
wumiL-/" 


F'urthcr procaedings wore in term plod by tho .Nationalist advance on 
Tehran* On the Kith July Ute Shah took hast in the Russian Legation, 
[1701] X 








3 . July 1909 to December 13 , 1909 , 

Sir Q r RjircSaj, AffjjjSr the revolution, the Nationalist Committee apparently, at first 

No. &%7, intended to convoke the Medjli&s m four or five weeks, and to carry on the 

tolegrjpii^ finances until that time by means of loans from native merchants and forced 

t'Vt contributions. Tho convocation of the Medjliss was, however. delayed, 

S '*' anti towards the end of August application was made to the Imperial Bank 

Tekjgmiiliift, for on advance of 100,0#, The attitude of His Majesty’s Government 

Au fc 0S5« 24,1909, towards this application was threefold; they recognised the necessity lor a 
ToifSiT ts, Bbrclfty, i o;in : md were prepared to accept the guarantee of the Persian Government; 
jj°- 407 <.. but they did not wish to advise the Imperial Bank on the subject, nor did 

Julr^iO^iSOS tlpy feel able to encourage ah advance not participated in by both banks. 

MrSsfltairno' They, however, found that the Russian Government, and particularly 

No! 433, ' M. kokovisojf, were opposed to any advance from'the banks, mainly owing 

Telegraphic* ^ f| 5f; ami-Russian feeling in Persia. It wets uncertain if the Persian 

Government would even apply to the Russian Bank ; it was even uncertain 
TS%mplifc, if the Cabinet, and especially the Sipahdar, would nut refuse to update 

September i ; themselves with the application which had proceeded irom the Nationalist 

Ne. A&b, _ Committee. Finally it appeared that the Reman Government fought shy of 

S'SJ % im anv system of control whatever; and His Majesty^ Government agreed with 
Bli ) Vt ' tho Russian Government ihat under these conditions it was impossible to 

Nq, 714, ' pursue the question further. 


July B0 t 1303. 

Mr. O' It write, 

No. 433, 
Telegraphic, 

August 26? 

No. 428, 
Tottfgrtiphi^, 
September 1 ; 

Nu. 43fj T 

TologTiiphic, 
September \\ 1003. 
Sir fi. Ekirclsy, 

No. 714, 

TtlegrupMo, 
Separator -1; 
N«h 7MS, 
Telegraphic, 
Bijat^iahor 5, 

Nu 710, 

Tulu^nt pbic, 

^k.- to rii I >o-r lj 
No. 711, 
Telegraphic, 
September 1. 1903. 

Mr* Q'ileirne, 

Nit. 4S2 r 
Tdejp^phie, 
BoptemtKir 2.1309* 
1'in Mr tVIkjirn^ 
No. 1332, i 
TVlegrapliic, 
Hk’jitumbor 1,1303* 

Sir O. Ikrctay, 

No. 719* 
Tetogriiphie, 


Sir t.h hjj^ny, At the beginning of September the Persian Government again applied 

No.yit 1 , to tlie Imperial bank fora Temporary advance of 100,000 tomans secured on 

sir !!e£r7,1303, the Crown jewels. 11 is M|%aty's Government regarded this as a commercial 

^ ivu-eh'iiv transaction, upon which the bunk must decide Tor itself, hut which they 

No- 7<*fp. ^ u1 were quite prepared to sanction. They approached the 11usrian Government 

T^bgr4]>hii!, witli a suggestion that a joint advance should be made by the two banks on 

NovomW ,s, 31 1 09. kce u ri ly olfered. Alter some hesitation, the Russian Govern men! 

■Ti) ArA. Nu-nhou' nspnted, and on the TSth November the two banks oiEered a joint advance 
TiiWniihLe, 400,000 tomans to tho PiSsiaiiGovernm mt But whereas the Imperial 

S„u.ulr -i, iswut Bank merely attached to the advance three purely financial conditions, 
Sii o. iWtflny, namely (a) iliat the profits of I he Mint should he hy pothecated for the 

Ny. 7^'>. prompt repayment of money misappropriated by tho late Mint-Ma&tSr; 

{b) that a contract should be concluded for the supply of silver to life Mint; 
ji)I^ [LL " i "" and (cj that the customs receipts of MobamTimrah should, in addition to 

S j r ,; n ;U ,inv those of Bushing be assigned for the payment of interest on the Government 

No. 77s, ’ debt, lilt 1 Russian Bunk made their advance subject to the assent of the 

t.’]' Hussion Minister, who, in turn, made that assent conditional* not only on 

un 1 1 1111,1/1 llJ ' the opening of negotiations tor the qonsojidiition of the Government debt to 

the bank, bin also on three other Bcini-politiiml concessions, namely, (p) free 
admission oi motor velrirlest tor the exploitation »l the Tohmn-K^sht road ; 
(6) u cun arshin for a copper mine in Kuradugh; and (e) an undertaking 
not to object to the transfer of imam KuU’sconcession for the navigation 
qf Lake Ununiu to IliLssian subjects. It is probable that these condition a 
would in any case have wrecked the negotiations; but meanwhile the MedjUss 
had met on tho 16th November and were already busying themselves with 
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the question of an application to the British and Russian Governments. 
In view of this, the negotiations were allowed to die a natural death. On 
the 13th December the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister of 
Finance visited the two Legations and applied for an advance of 500,000*. 


4 . December 13 , 1009 , to February 20 , 1010 . 


His Majesty's Government had already enquired the views of the To Sir A. Nicolton, 
Russian Government in prospect of such an application. On the 
Kith February, 1910, the two Lections at Tehran presented a joint note joiio* 

olfering an advance of 400,00Oi. on certain conditions. "We have to follow 
the course of negotiations between these 1 wo da Leu 

in face of the application of the Persian Government, three questions 
hod io be decided: First, should money bo lent at all? second, how much 
money should lie lent? third, under what conditions should the money be 
lent r Va will take these three questions in order. 


]. There: was really no doubt us to the Persian Government’s urgent 
need for money. The Persian Minister For Foreign Affairs declared “ in the 
most impressive manner” on the 24th January that without an advance the 
Cabinet would have to resign. N&sr-ubMulk repeated these representations 
on tlm 3rd February. The Persian Charge d'affaires in London stated on 
the 3 tat January that if the two Governments could not find money Persia 
must turn elsewhere. The whole attitude of His Majesty's Government 
towards the question was summed up by Sir G. Barclay on the 27th December. 
“The relative tranquillity,” he wrote* ” which has marked the period since 
the revolution may Inst through the winter months, but I look Forward to 
the coming of spring, when the tribes commence their summer migration, 
with no little apprehension* unless by that time the central Government has 
gained strength to prevent a recrudescence of disorder, and this it can only 
do by obtaining funds without delay and using them aright," 

.It. is only necessary to notice the above considerations because at. first* 
at any rate, the Russian Government appeared to be unwilling to make any 
advance at all. They gave two main reasona, namely l first, the “ policy of 
pinpricks” which the Persian Government was pursuing towards Russia; 
and second, the unwillingness of M. Kokov No If to prejudice the improve¬ 
ment in Russian finances by lending money. By tholEth January, hoover, 
Russia had made up her mind to advance at least something, ami instructed 
Al. Foklevvski to concert conditions witli Sir G. Barclay. 

The India OITtoe took up somewhat the same attitude, on the ground that 
the interest of the Indian llm|>ire in strengtheningccnatitutioniiil government 
in Persia was not evident. Since, however* it had been agreed in May 1909 
tbai a moiety of the loan of 2 t- 0,000/. thou contemplated should ho furnished 
out of India revenues, Lord Morlcy expressed lumsclf “ reluctantly obliged 
to resume responsibility lor that sum. 

2. On the second point, fie., the amount of money to he lent, the Russian 
CJoveviimcnf. and Die India Ullidl took tlia|ietrically opposito views. Lord 
Murky was not prepared to sanction any further advance from Indian 
re venues limn the 1G0J.KKH. above mentioned. On the other hand, the 
Russian Government was ol opinion tlmt an advance of 5l>d,Ot)0h or HfihOUO/. 
was little short$£ useless, ami ihat what was really needed was it largo loan 
uf some ifjnjQ/JtHR, to he utilised for the eumolidulkm or extinction of the 
(bating debt, after which operation alioul 2,000,000/, would remain for the 
hUroduelii n of reforms, 'these view's M. Isvekky consigned in a letter to 
Sir A* NieoLon on the 20th Oeeembi'V. 

Now the necessity for n large loan was not disputed, M. Rhot had 
alllrmcd it in bis report in April 1.000. Sir G, Barolay recognised it; it. \vm 
cur till idv necessary to extinguish thu Eloatiug debt; but lie considered that 
” the question is not urgent in tin: same way as is the advance. 1 This was 
the fact on which llis Majesty"s Government took tlicir stand* The need for 
money was urgent; u large loan would take time. In answer to M. Isvolaky's 


Sir G, rt,irr.]jiy, 

No. 23, 
TolcgnvpViC, 
January'2-1, 1310, 
Sir it, ]^n.rdfty, 

No, 4% 
Tolej^rftpktc, 
Ffllimury 1310. 

To Bir A. N looLboil, 
No. 59, 
T^lograpSio, 
Jenu^ry 31,131 a. 
Sir fl, Rirclsv, 

Nu, 291, 
fiecembar 27, 
1303. 

Sir A, Nicolson, 
No. m 
r l'h^n-|j^ni.phic, 
Lliici'itiljtii' 3 i 

no. mo, 

Docember 14, 
1903. 

9ir 9. Barclay, 
No. 32, 
Toltigrttpliic, 
JaiiUiiry la, 1310. 

I ELlJllL Q3w, 
tJLta;s£i^fr 11, 

1903, 


Hu‘ A. NIcoIjkid, 
No. CHis, 
December 21, 

S 0440-- 


H ir (.1. i!an:],iy ( 

No. 4, 

Tjj I t^T’jLpl ih;, 

January L J 0l0n 
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rW Ar NicolAon, 
No. G7B* 

I Jecoenber 27 > 
1909. 


Tp Sir A, Nic-olaoH, 

Tekpfnpllici, 
January 5, lSULk 


Sir A. NicolaOn, 
Na 1I, 

Jnciunry (5, 13Uk 


Sir (i. ttotcluy, 
No, 200, 

Octobur 27, 1302 


Sir £k Eta,tc].iy h 
No. »17„ 

Tulopr.^iliien 

Uucoiubur 

im 


Sir Af Nioolsqu, 
No. Ilk 

ilaiWHi'y n 'f 

No, 23, 

January |:;, E910. 


Sir < i f iWetoy, 

No. S3, 

'lV!o smpliii;, 

■i li.iimoi ij is, mi O'. 

Sir U, Burehijn 

Nn, 17, 

I'yli^r iqiljic, 
,1i»»ni.n> 17. tin Ik 

Sir Af NiiMlsim. 
So. 3, 

■iVti'^ruijthLA 
J mutiny 2, 11310, 


Idttcjnr of the 20 th December* Sir A. Nicokcm pointed out to him, in a letter 
dated the 2Gth December, that to raise the question of a loan was premature; 
ill at it would have to be issued, on the London market, an operation involving 
cotj sidemble delay ; and that it vr«# extremely doubtful whether,'even if it 
were issued, it would ho taken up hy Ihe public. Moreover, the disturbances 
in F&rs had assumed such proportions that the choice seemed to Liis Majesty's 
Government to lie between immediate financial assistance to Persia and a 
punitive expedition; The Russian Government, however, adbored to their 
view in an aidc-mfyioire {gated the 5th January. They were willing to 
advance ns. once the 100 , 000 /, which they had intended to lend to tlie 
ex-Shah '3 Government in the summer, but. they could do no tnnre, since a 
larger advance would involve application t.n the Duma. A large form of 
3 * 000 , 000 /*, to he floated not in Russia but in Franco, was the solution they 
desired, an being jbe onh one which would admit of the institution of really 
effectual financial control, and the imposition of certain important conditions 
on the Persian Government* such as that of railway concessions. The 
revenues affected to the service of such si loan would he guaranteed to the 
creditors of the Persian (iovcrnmcul by Great Uritain and 'Russia, and, if 
necessary* Article 5 of the Anglo-Itmsi&u Convention would be put into 
force lor the purposes of the loan. 

Ifis Majesty 1 * Government were not, for the moment, prepared to 
discuss such a project. Not only did ii involve delay, not only was the India 
Office roliieliiiit in participate in any large loan, but it. also appeared to be 
based ms an inaccurate idea of the financial position of Persia. 

According to Sir G. Unrelay's cstimalts, bused on figures .supplied by 
M. .Mnnirnd, the total annua] charges on the isustmtis revenue a mounted to 
3,100j)t>0 tomans, or roughly 020,000/, This figure exceeded the highest 
lipyel ever reached by tlm customs revenue (1907-S) by 100,000 lonmns* 
or roughly 20,000/,, and if was 400,000 Eoukuig, or 80,000/.* higher than the 
level reached in 1008-0. If the advances of Lite Imperial and Russian 
Banks were converted, and the interest reduced from 12 or 15 per cent, to 
5 percent., (be 1 saving thus effected would leave a margin for borrowing on. 
the security of (be customs revenues of some 20 , 000 /. If, however, those 
advances were paid off with pari of the proceeds of a large loan, the customs 
revenue ivjuhl. ii was true, hear additional borrowing up lo, at the utmost, 
2 ,uOO,OIK)/. Hut with what result ? The advances of the banks amounted 
to at least 1,800*000/, llquce, out of the loan rd' 2,50 0 , 01 . 10 /. only 700,000/. 
would remain tor iturnedEatsi expenses. Hut presumably the Russian 
Government would demand a settlement of British and Russian claims, and 
these amounted to some 300,000/* So that there would only remai n to 
Persia for I he roorgaiiisation oT her udmiuisl ration and l he establishment oE 
order the 1-00*000/. which Ills .Majesty’s Government proposed to lend her 
immediately under the form of a joint advance, 

in order to meet the views of the Ltusshn Government, three 


compromises were sitggcslcd. 

First, the advance might be made in two installments of 200,000/. each. 
The lirsl instalment, ol which Russia expressed herself willing to advance 
onc-hillR might he paid al once. On ihe Ol.h January this: expedient, was 
silguesU'd (■> M, isvolsky. On ihe 13th January he asscnlcdon thr distinct 
11 nd it IS I wilding that Lite llusshiu Government could not undertake to lind their 
share of the second instalment* If, however, inegotiations for a large loan 
were opened, it might, in thought, he easier to do so. It was on this under¬ 
standing that M. Poklewski was instructed on the LtSth January to concert 
conditions with Sir G* Barclay* 

Bin the unsatisfactory nature of such an arrangement was obvious. 
SirG. Harchiji considered il impossible to attach any conditions to such a 
snmll tulvam i 1 i xcepl those dealing with I he questions of control and financial 
ft'ji'gfiuisiiiion. lie therefore recommended waiving the gendarmerie and 
tailwriv Conditions, ihe ionncr of which seemed liith 1 Jess than vital in view 
ol (he condition of tlic southern roads. On this ground, His Majesty's 
Goveimiumt reverted to a siicgcslion made by M* IsruLky at the beginning 
of (he tear. b\ which Great Britain was to advance her full quota at once. 
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leaving Russia to supply the second instalment of her share when she 
thought fit. Por some reason, however, M. Isvolaky appeared un willing to 
rulept his own suggestion, now that it liad reappeared in a concrete form— 
possibly because he had always intended that the inequality of the.shares 
should remain a secret* and it had been pointed out to him that this would 
be difficult, 1£ not ini possible, to manage. 


To Sir G-. Itorclftjf; 
No. lb, 
Telt^rnphEe, 
January 21. 1&I0. 

To Sir A. NkoLadq, 
No. 39, 
Telegraphic, 
JiUtnnry 21 t 1910. 

Sir A Nicola on, 
No. 23, 

T elegrapbio* 
Jnnwuy 23, 1919, 
To Sir A, Nicolhou, 
No. a, 

Teth^pbic, 
January 5, 3,910. 


At (.bis point, M. levcfcky proposed a third compromise which eventually 
led to an arrange meat If, he said, an actual request for an eventual loan 
were made hy tho Persian Government* Russia might he able to advance 
her full 200,000/* He therefore urged that an answer should be given to ills 
aide-memoire at the 5th January. The impossibility of obtaining tlic 
necessary conditions in the case of an advance of 200,000/* was as distasteful 
to Rue#, as it was to Great Britain, and M. Pokleweki was urging his 
Government to fall in with the views of liis Majesty's Government. In 
view of this Count Eenekcindorf]' communicated a memorandum on the 
21th January, offering to join in au advance of 100,000/, “k la condition 
que la Perse demande ibrmellement dfia main tenant notre concoura pour la 
conclusion d uu emprunt plus considerable. 11 

Against this 8ir G. Barclay urged that to demand such a formal under¬ 
taking might wreck the negotiations. There was, in liis opinion, little doubt 
that the Persian Government would apply spontaneously for a loan, since, 
under Article 12 of the itijsso-Porsiiiii Loan Contract, of 1002* they could not 
turn elsewhere for money till the Russian loan was paid off. 


Sir A,. NieolMn, 
No. 23, 
Tolo^mpliic, 
Jiuuory 23 f 1310, 


Sit- BatoIij„ 
No, 23, 

Trilograjjlilc, 
JfcDUCLfY IS, lSlfk 


Sir (i, Eiircjlfly, 
NufSI, 
Tdo^rapiiio, 
Jnnuptry 25; 

No. 33, 
Totcgniptuc, 
Jauu^ry 26, 1D10- 


Rvciitunity, however, the difficulty wus overcome. In view of tlic 
undoubted nei^iLy for a loan, and in order to make the full advance 
possible, Sir E. Grey telegraphed on ihe v?th January his provisional consent 
to the proposals made hy tlic RusBian Government on tho 5th January for 
an event uni loan, guaranteed* if necessary* by tho application of Article 5 o\ 
the Anglo- iLt&sian Convention. A wearisome delay of some throe weeks 
followed, but on tho 12tli February tho Russian Government finally gave 
their consent to an im modi ate joint, advance of 400 ,OOU/f 

9 . The third point to he settled,, namely, what conditions should be 
attached to the advance, gave rise to much discussion, 

\\h Majesty's Government laid stress throughout on the necessity of 
reducing such conditions to a minimum, They desired to see no condition 
iinpi^od over and above those * E strictly necessary in order to ensure, as far 
oig possible, the proper oinjiloymcnt of tlio money,” Any departuro^from 
this policy is explained either by the exceptional importance of tho iaauca 
involved or hy a desire to satisfy the Russian Government* 

To begin with* Sir G, Barclay was able to settle the chums of the 
Imperial Bank of iVrnia aeparaLely from the quest ion of tho advance, and 
tk- bank withdrew their original suggestion that those claims should bo 
added to tho conditions, 

Un the 2nd December, in anticipation of the application made by the 
Persian Govern men; l-Icvqu days Inter, Sir G* Barclay suggested four 
conditions as a basis for negotiation. On the 1 Gib February the two 
1 «ga lions presented six c midi Guns to till 1 Persian Government, The final 
tost id’ these conditions lias* at thu time of writing ( 20 th Fthrmiry)* not 
11 ,■ i■,. received, hut tlicir substauce and wording are fairly well known* It 
iurn be well to place ihese two lists of coiidlliyiis side by side* and. to 


To Hir A, Nkttlwn, 
No, 38, 
Tttegwphic, 
January 27, 1319, 


Kir (i. IhiruLy, 
No. ’ 221 , 
Ln:-i:ciaL>cr 27, 

vm. 


Irn^fLrxl tlaukof 

F<] rtda. 

IkM-fjolrtT n 
1 lecj.-tnljor 21, 

1309. 


Hit (J. JSarclay* 
No. SUL), 
Tolt'graphLc, 
Eloot'iuljur 2, 1309. 


T.i I'nwtHury* 
P^Eirunry 13, 
1910, 


ecmtucmt on t he modificationa and additions introduced Into them. 

hi the following list the precise order of Sir G. Barelay’s suggested 
cot 1 4 it ions for the sake of dear ness, boon neglected :— 


[1701] 


m 
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Sir G. Barclays !m$gcsted Conditions, Decernher 2, 

1909. 

l r The two Powers to approve tbs budget of 
tbs expenditure of tin money advanced, and a 
Cornrnititco-j including MM. Bizot and Mornurd,, Lo 
lUpcrviM the carrying out of this programme, 
T3ie buriget to foe approved only if it in eludes 
provinionu fur-— 


2. The reorganisation rd tho financial adminis¬ 
tration with the aid of five or bEjl Fraioh 
employ fe. 


X The establishment of an cflirient gendar- 
morio, with European officers aa instructors. 

4. An undertaking in general terms on nubjcol 
of railway conccaHiotiB* 


Conditio fts at finely presented to the Psroewt 
Government t February lG r 1910. 

1. The same. 

The Committee to hr 1 composed of MM, Biiot 
and Mornard fFinanuial Adviser and Admicis* 
Irotor of tho Customs), two members of the 
Mcdjliss, and two other Persians under tho preai- 
flency of tho Minister of Finance, 

No payment to be made to any D.ettirtment 
without the signature of LllQ Minister of I'mancc, 
wir U tho approval of the CimnoLsuton and of the 
Minister whose Department is^onoerujod. 

L5. The Batne. 

Savon French officials to he appointed, with 
executive powers. No part of the advnnu to lio 
paid iintil the Persian Cover anient have formally 
applii-d to tho French Government fur the Joan of 
tfu:*e experts 

J* The ■H.-tirio. 

Tho foreign instructors lo Im engaged us soon 
as possible, and to ho approved before their 
eugtigunmnt by tlie two I towers 

■L Persia to grunt no flpueftisHinn for railway 
lim-s without previously offering i" British and 
Russian Governments the option of construe ting 
such liiuin. Tho British and Russian Govern- 
men eh will not exeroise this option in the ease oi 
a canco&non wliioli they uro satisfied is to bo 
grant ml t(j ;l Persian anbjefit for construction and 
os j>toi ration by exclusively Pereiail capital, Tho 
term 11 Horstim capital " to lie taken to include a 
eombinatiuti of Persian with JSritish or Russian 
capital, 

o, Thu Persian Government to grant to tho 
Tab rue/. lioad Company the concefiaion for the 
navigation of lAke Lfruinia* 

fi. Thu repayment of 1 1 r- advance to ho a liret 
charge mi a suIim- |iiu»L larger loan to b& raided 
by tho hirsihii Govern mont hi the open market 
if His Majest/a Government and Kubsmei Goyem- 
inont a;.:nr ;<■ fncilitalu 'his Lrumsiietion, failing 
which i;. unist he repaid in ton annual instol- 
moots, together with T pur cent. interest, both 
principle and interest I wing scan red on the 
revenues of the customs, with the profits of the 
Pej-.diLii mint m a supplcimmUirY guarantee. 


Sir G. FlircLuy, 
Mo, S2 i , 
December 27, 

im 


Sir G. Barclay, 

No. A 

ToloKT&phLe, 
January 3H, 19IE). 

Sir G, Barclay, 
No. SI, 
Telegraphic i 
January 2^, 1310, 


Sir A. NicotBon, 
Me, II, 

January C, IS 10, 


With regard to the general bearing of the above six conditions, it will 
bn observed that the first and second provide for due control of expenditure, 
and to some extent this is true of tbs third also, since one reawn for tlw 
employment of European officers was in order to ensure the proper payment 
of the gendarmerie. Tho (bird condition urn bodies tho very miaan d'etre 
of tho advance, the establishment of onlcr, The fourth is justified by 
the exceptional importance of the mil way ({ucstion. The fifth is, at least to 
sumo extent, u ccneesitioii to Itu^siiiii demands. The sixth is devoted to 
arrangements obviously incidental to tho conclusion of any loan,. We are 
therefore justified in claiming that these conditions represent a fair minimum 
of demands. 

The whole sax conditions wore decided as early as the 18th January 
between Sir U, Barclay and M* Poklewski, though modified in a few points 
afterwards. 

The absolute minimum of demands was contained in'conditions ft ob* 1, 2, 
and G, which were the only ones Sir G, Barclay proposed to exact in (be 
ovmt of the lluhsian Government onlv consenting to an advance nf 
200,(X)Uf. 

To take the conditions sc parti tidy, No. 1 was the subject of ftome 
discussion, The Russian Government desired to include in tbc Commission 
Lite director* uf the two banks, and lo assign to it the extended powers 
proposed In their Memorandum of the 8th April, lOOEh^ 11 in Majesty’s 

* p. 16H, 


i h w-'-v.* mm 
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Government entertained the same ohjeetions to such a plan as they had 
urged on that occasion. Sir G. Barclay considered that a Commission 
composed of M, Bizot and M. Momard and five Persian members would he 
both more effective and more acceptable to the Fermn Government than the 
Russian proposal. He pointed out that condition No, % provided for the 
exercise of the more permanent functions entrusted to tho Russian Com- 
missinm Finally, on the 2-ith January, the Russian Government withdrew 
their proposal. 


Condition No. 2 embodies the recommendations mado by M. Bizot in 
liisi report to the Persian fjovernment. M. Bi^ot considered this stipulation 
as a sine iff id non of the joint advance. 

Condition No, 3 appears to leave one main point undecided, namely, tho 
nationality of the instructors to be engaged for th.c gendarmerie. With 
regtird to lilts ijuesimn, Hia Majesty's Govenmient found themselves in a 
dilemma. T hey desired to provide British instructors for the road guards in 
Southern Porsh, but the expression of a similar desire on the part of the 
Russian Government in the case of Northern Persia would very probably 
wreck the negotiations for the advance. It was therefore decided to waive 
the question of nationality until the result of the negotiations was known. 
Now the Russian Government did not contemplate the institution of road 
guards in Northern Persia, and drew a sharp distinction between road guards 
ami gyndarnieritf. In the case of this latter force they considered it 
“ unquestionably desirable” that only British and Russian instructors should 
be employed- In eon sun ting in principle to a joint advance of 400,000/. by 
their Memorandum of the 24th January, they considered it <( Indispensable” 
to insist on the same point* Sir G. Barclay, on the other hand, could “see 
no hope of the Mcdjiiss accepting " such a condition* In the original text 
of the gendarmerie condition as proposed by the two Ministers at Tehran 
on the 18th January the foreign instructors were to he engaged “indue 
course/' Ruthin wording Sir G. Barclay hoped to leave the moment for 
their engagement and consequently the question of their nationality open. 
Although tills wording was dropped in favour of tho expression "as soou as 
pdpsiblc/ 1 it is still expressly intended that tho question should remain open 
for the moment. 

Tta* wording of condition No, 4 [k that recommended hv His Majesty's 
Government. It may hr* specially noticed that, it leaves tho Persian Govern¬ 
ment no latitude as lo what railways are of interest to the two Governments* 
M. Foklcwski suspected that Hit? Rbanikin Railway Concession had already 
3»cen secured by Germans, and hoped to force the Persian Government to 
divulge the fact. Tins wording is vague, this being due to rt difference of 
opinion between the India Otiico and Foreign Office on tho subject u f 
general railway policy in Persia, It, is above -nil designed to present the 
formation of fictitious Persian Railway Companies backed by foreign capital 


Condition Nt>, 5 was agreed to on the double ground that it might act 
as ei lever for gaining the assent of llusHia to the advance, and that there 
appeared to lie real danger of the concession being obtained, by a Persian 
group with German booking. 


Mith regard to condition No* G, the Persian Government originally 
offered nr? security wind ever—a proposal winch I Us Majesty's Government 
cm Isidore 1 1 quite inadmissible. Sir G* Barclay and M. Poldewskt proposed 
on the 18lb January that the advance should he secured on the mint profits 
alone, Tho Russian (lidfruidmoits of I ho 121 h Fobruiiry, however* suggested 
llsai lho t nsloms revenue ahouhl supjdy the main security, and ibis suggestion 
was adopted. Russia also wished to rabu the interest to 8 percent, from 


£ir G. Barclay, 
No, 11, 
Telegraphic 
Jauu&ry 10, 1910, 


MejncrAiitluttL 
eomiiiiiuieatud by 
Count 

tienetcnJerff, 
January 24, 1310. 

Sir G. Barclay, 

No 4, 

January 23, 1910. 


Sir G. Harday, 

Telegraph ic h 
l)eretLLlM;r 

im 

To Sir A. Nic0]*QU| 
No, 11571* 
Telcgnqifiic, 
Decetiilxir 2&, 

1909. 

Bir A, NLcoleou, 
No. 24, 

January 12, 1910. 
Kir G, Barclay, 

No* 20, 
Oeofiileatlal, 
Tvlv^rapkicr, 
JiiLLiuLiry- 24, IOIQl 

Kii‘ G, Jinnilny 
No. 23, 
r IV-legfu|ilji(^ 

Jli 11>I:irv Ifl, lOUk 

To Kir ii. BnraEay, 
No* 29, 
'L'i'legrajihic* 
l'’ehruarv 1u> 

1910. 

Sir 0. llfcfclay* 

No. 2;k 
'rolugra|nhic, 
Jaiumry lh, 1910* 
India Office, 
IkciiEubtr 2J* 

Roy. 

To JiLcba 4 >(lice, 
January 19* 1010. 

Kir A, NEuojj|oc, 
No. 19, 
TetegTQpJjtc, 
J.iuu.ify 10, 19L0. 
Kir G. Barelay* 

No, - i, 

r l'"legrup1jii’, 
January 13, 1910, 


Sir G, Hard;iy, 
No* 20 , 

'felegra pliie, 
January is, 1910, 
Sir i. NirjrJjUjU* 
No. AiH h 
Idibruiiry 10, 

1910. 
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MemorciTLfiurtt 
cammunrated ty 
Count 

Bfinckeodorlf, 

jEtDutry SMj 11) 1.0. 


tbe 6 per cent, originally propose^ and to reduce the term for repayment 
from ten to five years. The rate was eventually fixed at 7 per cent. 




ISo answer Iiilb as yet been returned to these proposals, and it remains 
doubtful whether Persia will now at length obtain the financial assistance 
which she so urgently needs. 

!!/■ fcJs O fe >L * 

Foreign Office, February 26 , 1010 . 


[65953 


No. m. 


Foreign Of ice to Admiralty* 

(Confide; it' ) Foreign Qfiec> February £G, 1010. 

\VFP 3 i reference to your letter of the ICtli majsmt relative to the relief of the 
naval Maxim gnu detachment at present. oecupied with the protection of His Majesty’a 
consulate at Shiran, l am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copies of lelegjuphic correspondence on the subject exchanged between him 
and Ills Majesty^ Minister at Tehran# 

[ t ivili be observed that, in the circumstances reported, the withdrawal oi ttie 
detachmwit appears to Sir G. Barclay to be unwise, and I am accordingly to express 
iju: hope that i lie Lords Co nun ini [oners of the Admiralty may aee their way to allow it 
to remain at Shiraz for the present. 

I have, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[ 6891 ] 


No. 2S2, 

jSjY fi Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 27.) 


(Tologrnplucj \\ Tehran, Fehniarij 27, 1910. 

pPLAtth refer to Sir A. NicolfioiMs tile grain No. fVl of the S Oils February. 

I [|Muji^i.v's consul at Tabriz reports the arrival, in company 61 some&GU men, 
of Yprim and $ardar Bahadur* wfe commanded the victorious force against Rahim 
K1 inn. 


[ 6892 ] 


No. 283. 


Sir G, ttarmt to Sir Edward Grey.—{Headred February 27 A 

(Nii ^) 

Toh gmpbic.) I 1 . Tehran, February 27, 1910, 

IN continuation of mv telegram No. SI of the 24th February, I liavo the honour io 
irad OMLi the following telegram received from His Majesty's acting consul-genu ml at 

■’ l ‘base refer to my immediately preceding telegram. UEs Majesty's consul at 
Motiminm'rali adds the following io statement previously reported: I drew the 
attention of the sheikh, in addition to comimmicsitiug to him Minister's telngmim to the 
tael that Siiivld wtis not likely U> ho 1 sitter than present Minister id Interior if ho 
mtin- I i lie power, ami cimi the slmikVa owu strung pogii-iou was dependent upon his 
noiMHierfeRUioc in foreign politics. The possibility of intervention in the Souths of 
Persia did not tseem io di^nttiS him generally. 

fet k For ihe present sheikh of Midi ammo rah has promised to abstain from all action 

in the ipiitlftn , . 

f;vr a- E can ju lgo (he n^onttneni he feels m the llakhtiari dommutioii, which 


. -t ' I B ■ I 


* Niks. 2Jji, ifGiN ftiul y&T, 
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has been increased by recent developments at Bebhehaa, is sliarad by his tribesmen. 
1 believe that the sheikh is genuinely in favour of the constitutional minority of the 
Bakhtiari.' 

“Deep resentment is undeniably felt in the South against the ascendency of the 
Bakhtiari, and trouble will probably result from its continuance A 


[7009] Ho. 264. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .—(Zicceibcd February 28.) 

(No, 18.) 

Sir t Tehran y February S, 1910. 

IN my despatch No. 125 of the 17th June, 1303, 1 forwarded a convention 
signed by ’the Minister for Foreign Affairs and by me for the improvement of the 
Araljistan telegraph lines and their control by the Indo-European Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment, and for the renewal of the Telegraph Agreements of 1868, 1872, and 1901, 

It will be remembered that this convention was not to come into operation until it 
had been ratified by the Medjli&s* It in shortly to be submitted to the MedjlUs, and 
Mr. Barker has thought, it well to prepare for the conutigeucv of refusal to ratify it* 
He has, therefore, submitted to Mr. Kirk an alternative draft convention dealing 
only with the Arabist an lines, and making no mention of the renewal of the other 
concession^., which is the part of the signed convention most likely to prove unpalatablo 
to the Medjlm E enclose a copy of the new draft, together with a summary state- 
ment of how the provision proposed for that cost of construction and maintenance 
would work out in practice, according to Mr. Barker's estimate, 

I trust that the contingency of having to negotiate a ubw convention will not 
arise, but should it do. so, it is well to have an alternative ready in order to avoid delay. 
Mr. Barker's draft appears to meet the eu.se, and I would only suggest that we should 
bo permitted to waive the i per cent, interest if necessary. 

As to the chances of the signed convention receiving the approval of the Medjliss, 
[ am not in a position to speak with any certainty, as I have purposely abstained from 
feeling the ground in order to incur no unneee^wy hostile agitation, Sardar Mansur, 
the Minister of Posts anil Telegraphs, has promised to give me two or three days' notice 
before die question is raised in the House, which will leave me plenty of time for such 
lobbying as seems desirable. 

I have, Ac. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure I in No. 284, 

Alternative Draft Convention. 

IN the event of the Persian Assembly refusing to ratify the agreement for the 
renewal of the yoitoessions of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, the alternative 
proposals made herein might be put J or ward. 

Article 1,—To improve telegraphic communication between Bomsjun arid Molmm- 
mernb, and Borasjmi anti Dizfui, it is arranged that from the date of this agreement 
until the above-mentioned telegraph lines shall be under tire control and supervision of 
the British Government talegmjX officials now controlling the international lines in 
Persia. 

Article 2.—Tim British Government agrees to pfpcuS fbr the Persian Government 
at a reasonable price all the posts, wire insulators, Jcc. } that may be i^uisitc Ibr the 
work, and to arrange for the carriage of the stores to the sites required* An account 
of the expenses incurred for ibis purposi* ami certified in an far eis they have been 
incurred in Persia by the director of the IiidmEuropean Telegraph Depart ment, and 
in ho far us they have been incurred outside Persia by the director-in-chief of the 
department, shall he submitted as early ns possible to the Persian Govern ment, 

Arthih: 8.—The maintenance of the hue, including repairs and the appointment 
and payment of the line guards, shall remain in the Imnds of the British director mid 
stair, the cost being defrayed by the Persian Government. 

Article 4.—Ipt; expenditure incurred by the British Government under articles 2 
and 3 shall bo refunded by the Persian Government out of thu annua! cash col lections 
made by the ibrmer on account ol the terminal rates and traffic account for mesaagen 
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originating and terminating in Persia. The annual cost at' the services of an inspector. 
Ins travelling exp^jQEfis, the wages of the line gholame, the keep of their horses, the 
upkeep of batteries, the cost of repairs tn lines and buildings and other contingent 
expenses shall constitute a drat charge against tliese collections. The next charge will 
he 4 per cent, interest on the total coat incurred by the British Government under 
article 2 ; finally, any balance remaining will be taken in redemption of the amounts 
advanced. After the first year 4 per cent, will he recovered on the balance outstanding 
after deducting die total of such annual recoupments an shall have been refunded in 
previous years. 

AriieZcfl 5 to 10.—As in original agreement to follow. 


Enclosure 2 in No, £64. 


Summ.-uiy of Statement by Mr. Barker* 

First, charge— 

(JofltoF in-Hpectwr, any 
Ccsl of annual ropnirft .. 

SuLmiBn i»f "f ^(.niLirtitf '■ . * 
ftift&e alldwitUCfJ 
U4ilidn^it[;iL>sj. „ 

Ttauil 

Second ctinirge.— 

A |*r conr. on (say) 1 D,0tHJV. = -tODI., say 


Krnns. 
5*5*000 
2 1 i.Oi '0 

15,«» 
15,WO 
5,000 


6Q,{KH> 


£ 0,000 


Total lirat and Fecond dinrgvH „. .* .- l(Kl,tiOO 


Taking itici avi>r:a^i5 anriunl cn«h colIcctinnH for mGbBngfeu originftUng :mil 
tcrrninKlilig in Fcrtio as „. . * .. .. .. .. 150,000 

■Deducting ftrsn ami swond charts of ,. ,. 10O,nG0 


Balance tj.v 9 LllB.LI 11 unnimlLr farederuption of capital ie 50 t 0e0 


faking the average annual cash collections t'nr messages originating and terminating 
in Pend a us 150,000 knns, he ducting brat mid second charged of 10u,000 krai# 

Balu nee available annually in redumption of capital Is 50,000 kmns. 


[6908] No, 2S5. 

Sir A „ Nicolmn to Sir Edward Greu,- — (Received February 2S.) 

(No* 94.) 

Sir, 8U Pet#r$burgh, February Kb 1010, 

M. ISVQLSTjtY mentioned to mo to-duy that oue or two papers, and noSibly 
the u Novae Vromyu.' 3 were publishing inaccurateaccuuiiis of (he conditions which the 
British and Russian Governments had attached to the- gram of a money advance to the 
Persian Government, and wore criticising them in an udvenae spirit. Go did. not know 
whether, In these circumstances, it would inn bo desirable to issue some clear state- 
moot os to tlm dm mole r of the condition ft. I re 1 harked thii.it ii seemed tome that (he 
moment had Jjnrdly arrived to do so. lie agreed with this view T but thought that 
there could bn no harm in the two Govern monte discussing some form of com in uni ca¬ 
tion which should he made public a little later. 

1 asked him if he had received any news from Tehran as to the impression which 
had been produced on the Persian Government by oar conditions. Ho replied in the 
negative. Ah just now it is as- well u> keep A I, Isv'olsky in as good a disposition as 
possible towards the Persian (lovcrmuent, I did not mention. to him the possibility of 
the latter raising difficulties or tit lays as reported in Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 30 
of the I Tib 'Dsttmt, 

l enquired whether ho thoughl the German Government would make any 
comments in regard to the eomlii inns relating to railways. He asked the meaning of 
my question. I replied dim 1 hoped that the German Government would not assume 
tilLtl die option wo sought as to railway construction con flitted in any way with the 
preamble to our Persian convention, He said that he did think thal they could do so^ 
they bad stated they had no political interests in Persia, and railways were distinctly a 




political interest, Should the German Government make any observations, I dare say 
a better answer could be found than the one indicated by M. Isvolsky, but I did not 
pursue the matter. 

I have, &c, 

A. NICOLSON, 


[0909] No. 286. 

Sir A. Nieolson to Sir Eduxird Grey,—(Received February 23.) 

(No, 95.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, February 19, 191.0- 

M. ISVOLSKY remarked that, his news from Tabrcess was not quite satisfactory. 
I asked liow matters stood at Kmivin. He said that all w;is quiet there ; aid indeed 
he was ready to withdraw the Russian troops from that locality; 1 observed that such 
a stop would have a most excellent effect both in Persia and at home ; and perhaps he 
would submit a proposal of that nature to the Cabinet Committee which dealt with 
Persian questions, lbs Excellency said that he was desirous of any opportunity to 
do so, and ho trusted that the Persians would not, in the meanwhile, make any further 
manifestations against the presence of Russian troops. I asked him to tell me what 
was the tenonr of Ids information from TnhrcCtf, llis Excellent said that Batter and 
Baghir Khans wore creating trouble, and tiiat all hough the Governor-General was 
anxious to keep those individuals within bounds, I 10 was powerless to effect any tiling, 
having no troops or funds at his disposal. Furthermore, the road from Ardebil to 
Tnbraoz was infested with Shaheevqns and other brigands who were rendering the 
passage of caravans unsafe and uncertain, The Persian population was being terrorised 
and were glad that there were Russian troops at hand to afford some measure of 
protection, He had recently had an example that the Persians 011 the spot did not 
wish that the Russians should at once withdraw, as owing to some complaint as 10 
the conduct of the Russian troops in one locality, the Russian consul-general at 
Tabreesi had ordered mi enquiry, and the results were that the inhabitants had 
petitioned that the Russian detachment should he left, I made no remark on this 
instance cited by M, fsvolsky t but l should imagine that a different complexion 
would probably be placed upon it had the enquiry and report not been exclusively the 
work of an interested Russian official. 

I remarked that the force of Epbrem Khan should now bo free, and might bo 
utilised ter clearing and guarding the Ardebil I'ubrecz road. His Excellency said 
that Ephrem in such circumstances would probably come into collision with Batter and 
Baghir Khan^ and the situation thereby rendered worse. Moreover Epltrem Khan 
declined to move so long as Russian troops weirs on the scene, which attitude 
M. Isvblsky considered to be absurd. 

The statements of M. IsvoMy as to the presence of Russian troops at Tabreez and 
in its neighbourhood cannot be considered as at all satisfactory, and the reasons which 
he advanced for the retention of the Russian feres were not convincing. In regard to 
the Ivwvin force he seemed inclined to adept a more reasonable attitude, and I think 
that it will bo best to endeavour to obtain Lire withdrawal of the troops front Kazvin, 
leaving the T&breeii question alone for thb moment. Apart from ruffled feelings at the 
discussion in the Medjliss, there can be no possible reason for retaining the force at 
Kimin, and I will take the earliest opportunity of recurring to that matter, 

1 havo > &c. 

A. NI CO LSON, 


[69111 No- 287. 

Sir A-. Xieohon to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 28,) 

(No. 99.) 

SiTj St- Febarthurghy February 21, 1910* 

DURIM' the recital of his grievances aguinai. the Icraiim tSoVeriuneut, M. Isvolsky 
alluded iq their dcrtmml for the extradition of Rahim Khan, He esid that such a 
request could not bo granted. If Ihihiin Khqri had taken bast at a Rus.-Rm consulate 
he would not have been handed over, and a fortiori could not be surrendered if he 
took refuge in Russian territory. 

1 asked if there were not a supplementary convention to the Tourkmantchai treaty 
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dealing with tha case* of Persians who c-rosfcd the frontier ^tfaoullpaesporte, and 
which. pT#cribe that they should he handed over to their authorities M. Is volsky said 
that the convention to which I alluded had no sort of application to cases similar 
to that of Rahim Khan, The convention merely laid down certain provisions to 
regulate tho normal passage to and fro across the frontier, and dealt with the question 
of passports* These wore ordinary regulations applicable to any frontier, and naturally 
did not extend to political refugees, 

I enust admit that the contention of M- Isvoisky seems to mo to hold goofl In any 
case, it was not for me to argue the question, as in this instance 0. would be improper 
for me to appear to be holding a brief either for the Persian Government or for 
Rahim Khan, I therefore allowed the matter to drop, 

I have, etc, 

A, MIG OLSON. 


[6912] 


No. 288. 


#ir A. Ntcohon to Sir Edward Grey, (R&e&ivcd February 28.) 

^ ^ St Petersburg)^ February 21, 3.910. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 95 of.the 19th instant, 1 have the honour to 
rcporl that 1 observed to M. Isvoisky this morning that i should like to iceur to the 
question of ihe withdrawal ol Russian troops from lva/.vtn. lie hiid Enid me at our 
hist interview that he was desirous of inking the earliest opportunity of recalling tha 
force, and 1 did hope that he would see his d jto laying a proposal to that effect 
before the Council of Ministers. A measure of that nature would create such an 
OKcidh'itr tinpregion nol only hi Persia, but also in my country, I lull 1 begged to uige 
h upon him. I Jis Excellency said that I knew very wvlljiow sincerely anxious he 
was to withdrew the troops from Ka/vm, and if he could find some good reason on 
which to rnviSe/ter a proposal to the council ho would gladly fierce it. Hut what 
was ho to do? Tho Persian Government were rendering it exceed mgly|difficult for 
him to do so. The Iksrsism charge d 1 affaires had written an official note requesting 
the withdrawal on the ground that order had been re-established throughout Persia. 
This was a travesty of the facte. The whole of the south ol' Persia was in anarchy; 
the HLilian consul-general was detained at Shiraz, unable to pioueed 1o his , 1 .I 10 
assailants and pi umh rersof Ms earn van were still ul large and unpunished ; thoArdebil 
road was infested with brigands; and the situation at Inbnsen was anything hut 
satis factor v. f observed that all ilds was perhaps true, but still at Knzvinand on the 
Rtsht -Tehran road all was peaceful and orderly, M, Isvoisky agreed, buL asked mo 
how could he gu before the council with nothing in Ins ha§d butt his official note. 
He could no t hMe to induce his colleague* to agree in such eu-cum stances to a 
withdrawal Whv did tho Persian Government continue to write official notes of the 
character hu had described ? That was quite the wrong way to enlist the sympathies 
of the Russian Government, Ha really could not understand wbjf th.|i_ PcrHauis were 
so fiKilirth. If they could give him some mark of reason and of friendliness ins hands 
would be strengthened! but as matters stood it was exceedingly difficult fqr him to 
move 

f will take another and an early opportunity of again referring to the question, as 
il is possible that continued and gentle pressure may overcome the scruples of 
H. Isvoisky. It would be of considerable assistance if tho Reman Government 
abstained from olliciid request?, and approached the Russian Government by different 

methods and in a different spirit. v 

1 have, Ac. 

A* "HICOLSON* 


17154] Xa 28y - 

Sir (1. Bareiiitj Ui Bit Edward Grey. — (Jteceisirf February iS.) 

(Tl'h'^pIh'’-) fe Tehran, February 2S, L910. 

ADVANOR «> Persian liovernmeot. . , 

'Hie lYimc Minister informs mo that a sec Lion of Inc Mcdjbss has engineered 
]hi pillar demonstration against tho joint advance, in lire form of a petition signed by 
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many members of the mercantile community and of telegrams from the clergy of Nejef 
and other places, although the Cabinet ha* not yet submitted the conditions to the 
assembly. 

It is said, moreover, that three of the six Cabinet Ministers are very unwilling 
that our term* should bo accepted, 

Sipaiular and Saltier .Assad, who feel that il is impossible to continue bi office 
without money, desire to discuss the terms with us—■difficulties have been raised 
especially in connection with conditions 8 and 4 relating respectively to Instructors and 
railway*—and it is evident that in view of the above-mentioned agitation they do 
not dare to submit them to the Medjliss in their actual form. 

Indeed, agitation has developed to such an extent that Sipahdar and Sardar Assad 
tendered their resignation yesterday, but the general attitude of the two Miihietem 
indicates that lids step was dictated merely by a desire to bring the agitators to reason, 
and they will probably withdraw their resignation. 


[6594] No. 290. 

Foreign Officti to Mr. F* 0. Stride. 

Dear Mr. Stride, Foreign Office, February 28 f ID 10* 

AT ANY thanks for your letter of tho 23rd regarding the voyage of ** Mr. Consul 
Listeimmn " from -Marseille* to Buddie on board your steam-ship <s Kurdistan, '* 

Herr Lietemann was German vice-consul at Buslure before Herr WassmusB, who 
now occupies that post. 

Yours sincerely, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[7236] No. 291. 

Sir Oi Barclay to Sir Edward Gren>—(Received March 1 .) 

(No. SB.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 1, 1910. 

INFORMATION has reached me from a usually reliable source, to the effect that 
tho services of an expert jeweller in Pari* have been secured by tho Persian Govern¬ 
ment, who will proceed to Tehran to value Lite crown jewels on the spot. Until the 
report of the expert has been received, the Persian Government will, my informant 
says, probably-net take any definite action with reference to the proposed joint advance, 
li is intended to sell jewels at Paris by auction if report is favourable. 


[7253] No. 292. 

Sir G, Lowlher to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March L) 

! No, 36.) 

Telegraphic ) P. Constantinople, March 1, 1910, 

WITH reference to Foreign Office telegram Na 43 of the 24th ultimo* I have the 
honour testate that I supported Russian Ambassador. Rifast Pasha assured me greatest 
rircmuBpeetion would be used by Ottoman consulate-general at Tabreez, If lives of 
khans were in danger and they asked for bait, lie did not sec, however, how it could bo 
refused, but no encouragement would bo given, Uis Excellency told M. Tcltarykoff 
that tho khans would lie sent out of the country under the escort of the Russian 
commander, with, a guarantee for the safety of their lives(scoyour despatch No. 179 of 
the 2lst June, last enclosure) on lines of agreement, if they did take hast. 


3 A 
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[7341] No. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received March 2.) 

(Tdegraptxiii) P. . r***. 2,» 

I HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my telegram r>o. oj ut tiio 
g&tli February, that the Minister of the Interior has stated to European press 
con^pondeats that the continued presence of Russian troops is the cause oi tua 
resignation* This statement is unfortunate, for while l mn m touch with eeiUm 
correspondents, nod these have carefully avoided emptaiamg tins jlj* 

possible that the Minister's words may be so reported in St l eteraburgh that they may 
be taken to indicate a renewed demonstration against Russian troops m i ersue 

Sardar Assad informed me that he was resigning because it was impossible to 
carry on Government while Russian troops remained, but l refrained from reporting 
this 1 as no mention was made by Sipahdsr, or other Ministers of whom 1 enquired f of 
Russian troops as the cause of tho crisis in which Ministry is placed^ 

Apart from the question as to whether or not Minister of Interior ls exaggerating 
tie effect which presence of Rufin troops has had in bringing about present crisis, 
it, cannot be denied that an atmosphere in every respect favourable to agitation against, 
our proposed advance, even before public are made aware of conditions _ attached 
thereto lias been produced by their retention, especially by retention of BTflSvm force. 


[7148! No. 294. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay* 

CMograpliic.) P. . . foreign Office, March % 

\\\\ ‘ORTATION and coinage of silver having up ti U now bean monopoly of! mpenal 
Bank mid It having bfin tho State bank, l think communication to the Russian 
government, to meet objections on their part which are foreseen in your telegram 
No. 8$ of the 26th ultimo, would bo unnecessary. 


[7373] m* e ° 5 - 

.Sir A . jVicobon to Sir Edward Gray—{Re wired March 3.) 

fTnielrlmhicd P, &■ PctcrMmrgh, March 2, 1910. 

AT an interview which 1 had to-day with M. Isvolsky, his Excellency Hated that 
be considered the situation at Tabriz to bo by no means satisfactory. Me said that a 
now trouble had arisen over fishing rights near En« v and diat a delegate from the 
Russian consulate hud been maltreated during the incident 1%. might bo necessary for 
this liasaian Government to take some measures m connection with the matter, tie 
added that uo satisfaction bad as yet been given by the ieraitui Govern incut eijher ftn 
the doured alien* committed by ihv Karadughis or fur the murder of a i ossock olhcer, 
that no stops had up to the present nimiieiH been taken towards disarming t he ohah- 
fiovuiis h the IVsian iiovornmeut inaiiiEiUnmg that all was tranquil and in order since 
their defeat of Rahim Khan, M lavolsky observed [hat it wow not desirable to with- 
draw the troops from Tabrcex at lliopremu mbment in viewoi Una series el gncvuncea 
which the Russian Government had against tho .Ihsrsinu (Joyermneiit, _ 

On the conclusion of M. Isvolsk/s nminiomtion of his complaints against the 
Persian Government I saw that it would ho wiser, especially in viewol the new trouble 
at Emmli, not to press life Excellency again to-day U> wit lid raw the Russian troops from 
Knzvin. 
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[7420] 


No. 2%*, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 3.) 

(No. 90.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 3, 1910. 

IN reply to your telegram No. 42 of the 2nd March, I have the honour to state 
that Imperial Bank of Persia have not, hitherto, had monopoly for importation and 
coinage of silver. 

Can l presume that this docs not affect view expressed in your above-mentioned 
telegram ? 


[10975] No* 296. 

Sir Edward Grey lo Sir G, Barclay* 

(No. 81.) 

(Telegraphic. 1 ) P. Foreign Office, March 3, 1910. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia. 

Please inform nie whether ihe report received from the Persian Minister here, that 
fiftj$obe Russian Cossacks have been dispatched to Bush ire, is true. 


[7519] No. 297. 

Admiralty to Foreign Offiwe, — {Received March 4.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty March 2, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 26th ultimo, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will inform the Secretary of Stale for 
Foreign Affairs that they agree to tho temporary retention at Shiran of the naval Maxim 
gun detach monk 

In view, however, of tho fact that this detachment has been employed since last 
August on duty wliicli is purely military, their Lordships consider that they should ba 
relieved by Indian troops as soon as they can safely withdraw to the coast. 

1 am to request that, should the Secretary of State tee no objection, arrangements 
may be made accordingly, 

I am, &c. 

C. L THOMAS. 


[7560] No. 208. 

AiiJjIo-I’cman Oil Company to Foreign Office. — (Uccen.-cd March 4.) 

Winchester House, Old Broad Street T London, 
Sir, March 3, 1910. 

1 HAVE Ihe honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, 
ad dressed to the vice-chairman of this company, advising the rcceipl by Sir E, Gray of 
a despatch from ilia Majesty's Minister at Tehran reporting that hr has now received an 
official reply from the Persian Government to his repeated enquiries as to who is tho 
holder of the oflico of commissionereUip for the oil concession, ami that it h to the effect 
that Sadijgh-eS'tiulUm.eh is. tc continue to act us commissioner. 

I am very pleased that llife uncertain point has at last been settled, and have to 
express the thanks of my board to tlis Majesty's Minister at Tehran for the assistance 
ho has given in obtaining this declaration from the Persian Government. 

1 have, Ac. 

Q GREEN WAY, 

Managing Director. 
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[ 7569 ] No - 299 . 

Sir G, Bardaij to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 4.) 

(Tak™hir„) P. Tehran, March 4, 1910. 

UEUMIA LAKE ifavigation. 

[ am informed by His Majesty's consul at Tabreez that t-Kts German consular agent 
has signal a contract with Imam Kali Mixta to supply & barge for actuated by 

a petroleum motor. An engineer and assistant from Kiel will supervise the construction 
of the bargd In TatgeflB, and the latter will mount the motor fittings obtained from hie 

own country. 4 . . r ,* . 

The transit of the ma^mery through Russian territory and along Julia- labreea 

road will be made as heavy sis possibles AL Poklewsk .1 informs mo. 

[7570] No - 30a 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,'-{Rewired March 4,) 

(TrfECTaphic.) V. . , Tehran, MarA 4,1910. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 88 of the 1st Match. . 

Sipiibdar informs mo that an expert jeweller is proceeding to Tehran from Europe, 

[7571] Nn - 301 ■ 

Sir (.A i hr day to Sir Edward G'mj r —{Rewired March 4.) 

(Tele^niphic.) P. Tehran , March 4, 1910, 

?N conlimiatmn of my telegram No. 89 of the 2nd March, 1 have the honour to 
rnmrl that 1 have received farther particulars of the Ministerial crisis from the Prime 
Minister. H is evident that the Medjlta and tho Cabinet hold very divergent views. 

11 is hoped that an understanding, with a view to which negotiations are 
proceeding, will he arrived at. Ministry is currying on as usual in the meantime. 

[7560] N* m - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Reached March 4.) 

(Tokmijiliic.) P. „ Tifc™. March 4, 1910. 

Q101 [.MAN Minister in Tehran Ims informed M. Foklowski that Gorman Govern- 
meni. am again about to make ropi*-senkationa at St. Petersburgli agai# the proposed 
employment of Frenchman in the hmcmcc Ministry ol the Persian Government. 


[ 7581 ] ^ 303 . 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Gray .—(Pcccivcd March 4.] 

(Tdegniphic.) P, Tehran^ March 4, 191U, 

PLEASE refer to second paragraph of my teftgram-No* 74 ol tiro 22nd February, 

1 um informed by Prime Minister that Persian Govern my id have ordered Sattar 
and Higher Klums to come to the capital, The departure yol theeu men trorn lubreez 
will Mr. Smart Ihinkn, bring alwHit the collapse of the fudui organs^itiou. , 

\\ r l 1 1 1 lufoiDiiflu to Sir A, N ieoleonY tolcaum ]Nta 79 "] the 2ml March: Fisheries 
inddent. Ptsraiau QawuHient have promised my Russian uolluiigui* A yttHB&cfehiy 

set tlomenl of this matter. Rahim Khun, li is aiore than usually dillicult lor 1 vrstan 
Government to give furlhifuct-ioti for doprialalious of rebel obad, in view ol met. that hjs 
plunder its,stored in Russia. ]il. Puklawiiki has on more tiuni one oceasLon brought t uy 
point to notice of his Government and lias suggested thu con fiscal ion a Oi I.Uhltti Khan s 
ill ,'ottni pro fieri y, Murder of Cossack oEllcer. Russian Mifaster Ibr fan vigil Affairs 
presumably alludes to the IVliu Sava incident of April 1903. Under the circumstances 


this grievance seems somewhat irrelevant. Slinbsevaits. Snrdar Assad hab m farmed 
iny Russian colleague that these tribesmen have made their submission to CEintml 
Government i it would bo a dangerous experiment to attempt to disarm them at the 
present time. 

M. PoklewskI tells infi that his Government are deferring discussion of question of 
Russian troops in Persia until the arrival in St, Potorsburgh of the officer who 
commanded the regiment lately at Ardebil and who is shortly expected. Matter will 
then be thoroughly examined. 


[7554] No. 304. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay* 

( > o. 43, j 

(Telegraphic.} P. Foreign. Office, March 4, 1910. 

CARPETS taken by Rahim Ivlian. 

As far as you are able, yon should assist GaatcMEs agent in presentation of his 
claim far recovery of carpet.3 (sec your telegram No. 75 of the 23rd February). ^ 


[7519] No, 305. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 44,) 

(TelegraphicA P. Foreign Office, March 4, 191G, 

AI) Ml HALT Y think that naval detachment at Shiraz (sou your telegram No. 79 of 
the illtli February) should be relieved by Indian troops as soon as it can without 
danger proceed to the coast You should telegraph when this can be done. Meanwhile, 
Ail mi ratty agree lo retention of detachment 


[7554] No, 3(16. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G ♦ Barclay . 

(No, 15.) 

(Ttdegniphin.) P. Foreign, Office March 4, 1910, 

GARRETS taken by Ikdihn Khan. 

Rumour has reached me that Gas toll! is representing Deutsche Bank in Persia, li 
suspicion on this ground is confirmed you may consider my telegram instructing you 
io support him as cancelled, //r * £ ] 


[7009] No. 307. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office March 4, 1910, 

WITH reference Lo SirG. Rnrolay's despatch No. 125 of the 17th June last, copy 
of which will ba found in Persia Confidential Print, 5th July, section Id, rolnlivu Lo the 
Anglo Pern inn convention far the improvement of the Arabists u telegraph lines and 
their control by tho Indo-European lolegraph department, and far the renewal of the 
telegrgph agreement a of ISOS, 1872, and 191)1, lam directed by Sec rotary Mir Edward 
G rey to transmit to you herewith copy of a further despatch on the subject,* 

it will be observed that Kir G. Barclay contain plates the possibility that the 
Medj lies will refuse to ratify this con volition Rand that, in order to forestall such an 
eventuality, an alternative draft convention has been prepared from which tho provisions 
more likely to be distasteful to that assembly have been omitted, 

I am io request that Viscount Motley will be so good as to furnish Sir E. Grey 
with bis observations on this draft, which, as appears from Sir G. Barclay ’a despatch, 
has already been submitted to thu director-in-chief of the Indo-European Infograph 
department, and that lie will at the same time express an opinion on tho proposal to 


[1704] 


No, m 


3 I. 
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waive the 4 per cent interest payable on the total cost incurred hy His Majesty’s 
Government under article 2 of the convention. 

I am, &c* 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[6642] N°- 3®- 

Foreign Offffi to Treasury. 

gj r Ftyreign Office, March 4, 1010. 

WITH reference to Mr. Lanfley’s letter of die 21st June last, relative to the 
adjustment between the Imperial and Indian Exchequers of luibibues on aruounl. of 
the advance of 300.0001. made to the Persian Government, in MHJ.n mid um,Lam 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey .to irausmit to you herewith a copy of a further 
letter from the India Office, pointing out that their letters in which a proposal was 
made for the settlement of tins question still remain without an answer, and 
expressing the hope that a reply may be given with as Id tie further delay as possible, 

1 uin to i-cquesl that the Lords Cornu lissiouers of His Majesty s treasury may be 
moved to give effect to the whit expressed in the India OHice letter. 

I am, &e. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[7687] * m 

AiLglo-Rcvsi'Ctn Oil Company to Foreign Office-—(liecctvcd March ;j.) 

TFmetasder TIou$e, Old Broad Street, 

gi r London, Mur eh 4 t 10 [0, 

I HAVE ilits honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2oLb, ultimo, 
advising, that in reply to the tdeggun which was scut to llis Majesty s Minuter at 
Tehran, enquiring whether he an tici paled any objection on jhe part of Lite i er&ian 
Government to my company placing a laEnch ami barges on the Upper Korun River, 
Sir Kdward Grey has received a telegram from Sir George ilm-day stating that the 
articles in the concession on which we base our demand appear to be irrclevatato tJae 
point at issue, and that be anticipates strong objection on the part of the I email 

Government, ,, . ( .1.-. 

l nm desired by my board to express disappointment at the view that 
Sir George lkrehiy takes of the rights under our concession, jm the ivliole intenlion 
and spirit of the concession is, undoubtedly, ihal we should; be permuted to take any 
and ah stops ihat may lie necessary for carrying out {lie objiCG iherco in to 
speediest and most economical manner j and my board hold that il llimv is any prior 
concession In existence giving exclusive rights of navigation on the upper Annin to 
other parties, and those parties have not (as is die case) snllicifiu boats on Jim river to 
enable them to carry our uiiiUTiul, it is- unquestionably the duty ol the 1 ursiau 
Government, under clause 1-1 of the confession, which reads as follows 

“The Imperial Government binds itself to take all and any necessary measure to 

secure .... the carrying out of the object of this concession,' 

to take all and any measures that may he necessary to enable m to transport our pipe 
lino and other material to the oil-held and elsewhere, as may be required, 

Jjiud carriage is impracticable, and therefore wfthave uo^altornatiyo buttoavoil 
ourselves of transport wi the river, Messrs. Lynch amt the Moin-i-1 iijjar are both, 
with Lbeir limited supply of boats, nliable to cope with 1 lie additional trulhc,resulting 
from the large mnouut of material we arc now sending forward, and the Alums agent 
has indicated that he cannot carry any material til all fur us ativr the lOlh Jane, owing 
to the anticipated large crops which, will keep his boats fujly occupied. 

The only solulion of the difficulty therefore is for additional boass to be put on the 
river at once, and since the Muiri is not able, even if he were willing to do this, it 
appears to uiy board to he obligatory on she Persian Government to grant us pcrinissmn 
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to put on, some boats of our own, subject of course to the proviso that they will not be 
employed for any other purpose than, the carrying of our own material and employes; 
and that it is for tho Persian Government to make ajuch representations to, or 
arrangements with, the Nasiri Company, as may be accessary ia view of (!) their 
undertaking to us as quoted above, (2) the monopoly of the navigation granted to the 
Nasiri Company, and (3) the inability of that company to carry our material. 

In accordance with Sir E. Grey’s recommendation, wc have telegraphed to our 
ago cits to refrain from placing any vessels on the Upper Korun, pending receipt of a 
reply to the application, which Sir George Barclay is kindly putting forward on our 
behalf for tho necessary permission ; but as a mere application, without a full statement 
of Use grounds on which El. is based, may fail in its object, my board would esteem it 
a favour if you could, with the above views before you, sand a further telegram to 
Sir George Barclay giving him such of the Shows facts as you lld|tk may strengthen, 
his application. 

My board desires me to express their apologies to you for troubling you an 
considerably in thin matter, and to explain that their reason for doing so is that the 
question involved is one of very great importance to this company, inasmuch as if any 
delay should occur in augmenting the transport facilities mi the Upper Karim, the loss 
to the company, consequent upon not being able to complete their pipe line with all 
reasonable dispatch, may be very heavy indeed. If such a loss should occur my board 
hold that it is one for which the Persian Government will, morally* at. any rate, be 
liable; and, moreover, by delaying the completion of the line, they will he depriving 
themselves during the period of the delay of the revenue to be derived by them from 
the operations of the company. 

I have, &c, 

G GREENWAY,_ 

Managing Director* 


[7420] No. 310. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir (L Barclay, 

(No, m 

(Telegraphic.) 1\ Foreign Ojjice, March 5, 1010. 

MINT contract of Imperial Bank* 

1 think that, in spile of your telegram No. 00 of the 3rd instant, I need not 
change my view. The Imperial Bank is (as is set forth in article 1 of the concession) 
the Persian State Bank, and it was the Persian Government who made the proposal. 
Moreover, duration of contract is to be one year duly. 


[75361 No, :m* 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay , 

(No 32.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March b, KUO. 

THE secretory of the Persian Legation called at this Office on the 23rd ultimo to 
say that Prince Salar-ed-Dowleh, brother of the kto Shall, Mohammed A3i, ia now lh 
London, 

He wished to slate that the Prince was an eccentric find turbulent character, who 
had more than once created disturbances in Persia, and who had been expelled from 
the country. Ills Serene I liglmess had been wandering about Europe, and had recently 
visited St. Peters burgh and {k^taiilLnopk. 

The Prince constantly asked I he Persian Govcpuneut to make him an idlowauee, 
but lie bad a property of bis own 3ci Persia, which \y$s quite sufficiciil for his needs. 
The Persian Government would have nothing to do with him, and would not. allow him 
to return to Persia. 

Abdul (Thaffer Khan expressed Lhe hope that if SiiLar-ed-Dowleh tried to approach 
this office he would not in any way be encouraged. 

1 may add that the Russian Ambassador recently in formed Sir fh llnrdiugr Ihat 
Sakr-ed-IJowleh had asked to see him. His Excellency enquired Sir C, Jlurdiugc's 
opinion as to the reply which should be returned io this request. 

Sir C. Hardinge replied thru. it would bn more prudent not to receive Ills Serene 
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Highness, » he m eccentric, «d « fifti «* “pebble to know what aeeo.mt he 
umikl give of any cog venation which inighfctiJkKe place. 

Count DenckendorJf concurred in this vieTr - j 

f K GREY. 


17748] Ko. 31^ + 

Sir G* Barclay to Sir Edward (Jrey.—{Uecewed March G.) 

*. - T> T&ran> 

( i (iL'i'iMpnic-/ - * i 15th I^cpinhor, 11309* 1 liuv& 

IN continuation (it my telegram No. 311 ol the l-Jlti if ]irMri to 

SmCOX. 

S35StfSrS?4 S^lfi^SPST-- u 

i " i ^n 0 3.n^am 8 ta n ce 9 .1 think wo aaa let tire matter real, though my informant 
sticka to iiiw story. 


L7745] Nt>t 313 - 

gj v ,1, Nioolstih to Su- Edward Grnj- {ttwfwt March G.) 

S i ' ' r v P St- Peter sburgh, March ft. 1910* 

(Telegraph#) G ...... 

PERSIA and French UnanciiH advisers, 

Sft r o If irelnv'a lelegrfriu No. U4 of Lho Itlu March, , i c 

>4 mention has soThr been made to M* Isvokky by the German Antbaatador o£ 
ill,. i ,. M , h of Flinch advisers by the l^um Government, but 

M Gvolsky expects liar, the Gornnin Ambassador wall vig-y shortly appioat h him on 

tkfa I IV IVo- ilency regard* Hie matter as serious, bat vtAl of course give m 

ollitrial reply will unit first consulting Hi* Majesty a Governments 


[7746] No. 

Sir .1. Xii’Mm to Sir Edward Grey — {Received March 0.) 

. v T> St. Ptfeiithliryh, March 6, 19 IQ. 

(Telegraphic.} 1 . 

HUBS1 AN troops mi Persia. , , \\ nri >\, 

i mi-jirmtih of Sir i i Haivlav s telegram No. fJj of <ho 1th March. _ 

■IV S peforrad «. W arrived in St, Petershnrgh, and the ^uestioij ef ,1,.- 

bofouSl possible to withdraw tlje mo^pom Ka/.vm lus Ex.adLm > )< phed Lbot 
trusted 1.0 lie able In do wo if no fresh iiieultuiL oceurretl. 


[77671 Hft315, 

Sir <h Eoulhrr to Sir Edward Grcg.—(Rconvd March *.} 

(No. 115) C< > 4E^n<# , »' Ftdmiary 27, IQIQ* 

** WITH rHenmec to tnv de«piHeb No. W of tli» »h dnminry, I have W(gr 
lorenort that the Parsitm Ambassador informs me that he hm rteuved a uotn lu>m 

‘■K X ■>.■ »° -wg £&£?& 

rWSaSJ&'i..— ' '" UmSm Ul. ilmliir ..1 


l&SJ 


Van, to withdraw all the tixxipft sent within, the last few months, The Persian 
Ambassador believes that this means the evacuation of Nughide and Alamatsliir. 
i have sent a copy of this despatch to Tehran. 

1 have, && 

GERARD LOWTEER, 


[8172] 


No . 31G. 


International Oriental Syndicate to Messrs. Samuel and Co—(Communicated by 
Messrs. Samuel and Go., March 7.) 

Ip, Angel Court , lltrogmorlon Street f London, 
Dear Sirs, MarchX 1010, 

AT M>'. EmdeiTs request wo have pleasure in enclosing herewith particulars of tho 
securities offered by the Persian Governmcnr, 

Yours faithfully, 

11ERIIERT f,. DROMHEAD; Secretary. 


Enclosure in No. 31G. 

Note respecting Imperial Persian Government Loan, 

THE security offered by the Imperial Persian Government for an immediate 
advance of the sum of 2()O s OObh on loan is as follows :— 

1. The Government's entire interest in the D'Arcy coucesBiou, oiunprislng 
2D.OOH shales i cl rho FEthl Ex|.iloitalieu t l ompany, 115 per ecut. of the net profits of all 
companies lormcd to work under this eoncessiun, and an animal rent, of g',000 louu£h& 
a year. 

2, Tho receipts or profits from the mint, which, since the establishment of the 
preseni, eonstitmioiial GoVernmont h havo been at the rate of 750,000 tomans, or 
approximately L- r *Mli)()jL [hie- annum; 

& A lirst charge on 11m uncharged re... of the State up to 200,000 tomans, 

approximately df^OGOi., or, subject, to the charge given to the' Indian Government 
(which has so far not been excrriscd) T the receipts from tho post, and telegraphs would 

bo Bpcrifidady pledged* These receipts for a .. of years have returned 

200,(XH) tomans (10,0001.)< r [’he ban would be authoneed and tlie smuri tics pledged 
by Act of Parliament passed by the Medj lis's?, and irrevocable by the nation. The animal 
value id the securities offered are far in excess of that required for the sum asked, the 
reason of (his being that llio Persian Government wish in everyway to facilitate getting 
tills sum of money by means of a private loan. 


[8042] No. 

iSir fl. Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.—(licwived March 7.) 

(No. 07.) 

(Tolegraphie,) P, Tehran, March 7, 1010. 

ADVANt-E to Pershiu Government 

'Hie Minister of Fin mice, accompanied by a representative of the Mioistry of 
Foreign AShm *, came yesterday to ask for explanations with regard to conditions that 
wo had attached h* the joint advance. Conditions were discussed aL length, in 
presence of Russian Minister and myself. Following were tho meutt important points 
raised :— 

In eoinmi nting im tonditjon 3, we culled ntb ution of Mini*tcrs to the fact that the 
expression “ as soon as possible" was vague, and we explained that tile lime for'the 
engagement of foreign iu.-un.tutors had purposely been left untbep. Minister of 
Finance seemed to be relii-vi-d by ibis cxfilmiutiutL, and it is probable tluil tho ('abiuot 
had feared ihui donauid For tho engagement of UuBsian military instructors would bo 
mode without delay. 

W icIt regard to condition 4, Minister urged that accoptaneu would be tanlainquni 
to excluding ail out side applications whatever, since no one would bo willing t.u coujo 
P04] 3 G 




















190 


forward with, the (knowledge that the refusal of nny railway rotiwssion must he offered 
to the two Powers. In reply, we pointed out that the two ueighhotinog I owei. could 
not ho expe®etl to allow each railway concealons as were of interest to them, am 
which, doubtless, wo should ho able to enumerate m due lime, to be given to a itiiNJ 
party without consul ml ion with them. The refuel of such eoime* hi ons would always 
b 0 expected by Groat Britain and Russia, ©Von if this condition were not me bided in 
those attached to the advance under discussion. Indeed, this condition foriued fflrt* 
w iih that precluding the employment of instructor for without tte 

approval of the two Powers, of the settled policy of ('real- Britain and Russia m F-ihu, 
TvMfch would be followed independently of any question of advance 

In discussing condition (i, Mincers stilted that the small advance was regarded 
by Persian Government as inseparable front the larger loan, and they asked Unit an 
assurance mi-ht be given that the latter should hr burdened will, no Imtlier combi i->ig 
save ftuch as were cotSectcd with ihe- loan Utfolf, ■*.<?., security, interest, Ac. i . is 
evident that apprehensions as to demands which might be made with larger loan lia\e 
been aroused by icbndifrforis an ached to the smaller advanced In rrpiy we ^lulcUliat 
two Powers could give no such ^bu ranee, but we added that wo did not ;miicipate 
conditions which they would consider very formidable in comireturn wish tin* huger 
loan, since, if made,'it wmdd he devoted mainly to conversion purposes and would 

Mini hi era^declared that in principle Cabinet was entirely m htvour of the joint 
advance, and they expressed the hope Unit we would ffiahtiite their difficult task of 

inducing She? National Assembly to agree tp it. i j 

My Russian colleague and l said thatwe hoped tlmt the explanations* we had 

given would have this effect. 

[1^846] No “ :m - 

Sir JCdward Umj to Sir G. ilardtvj, 

K 335 F&rJUli Office. Manh 7 t 1910* 

' WITH reference to vonr telegram No. bS of the 10th ultiinorelative to the request of 
Zik*-&nllnn for tin ■ uimflieia! Infer van lion of Ills Majesty ft and the Russian logo none 
at Tehran, in the mufrr of the seizure by the ( ; ovenior4,mmral of Ispahan tnl r 
orders from the Fevainu Government, of certain villages forming part of the property 
of His Serene High doss, I transmit to you herewith copy of a further letter from him, 

renewing Ids former demand, and Legging that the ..■ of prelcchon as ho 

received bpforp he loft Poiaifl may eheo mole fo accorded to hun by JIis Majesty s 

and the llSWn Government, _ .■*, u 

d regards Zifo-S„lu,ads first request, I slcdd bTgMji you would codbiiU yow 

Rushmi colleague, and report in dm* eonnm whether any collateral ion is advaimed m 
His Serene Highness'* letter which loads you to change [he opinion expressed m your 
tdegram above referred to, that unofficial action by the two legations would be useless 

U1 lU, \ h* Oig reqneat, I would propose hi reply that E lis Majesty 1 * t iovernment 

sen no sufficient reason for again extending to ZiUn^Bultgu the protection which he baa 

p ■ 1 

Eu the mean w liilo, 1 have merely acknowledged the receipt of Hi a Serene 

Highness 1 * letter. t s 

h I am, ffic. m 

E, OBEY. 


[8445] No, 31* 

Sir If (heard Gmj to Sir E. Gojcfian, 

gso* u5-} Foreign 0jjiee f jlfcire?!. 7, 1910. 

COUNT METITERNKTI came to spent to rae to-day about Persia. 

He sold that Germany bad taken an unassuming line with regard to 1 ersia ; hut 
she had commercial imer&te in that country, and amongst other things bo might 
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mention that the late disturbances had caused, German subjects to suffer leases 
amounting to perhaps 10,000k He understood that we had means of satisfying our 
claims by deducting the.amount of them from moneys which we paid to the Persian 
Government. Germany had no such means, and would therefore like, when a loan was 
made to the Persian Government, that her ebbing should be met out of the proceeds of 
the loan. 

I said that the idea as to our deducting our claims in this way was a complete 
mislpprebenstoii. The only means wo had of getting even, the interest on the money 
which we had l&ht to the Persian Government was to realise the security by seizing 
the customs and deduct big what was due to us. We had not, however, contemplated 
taking any stops df Hits sort. As a mailer of fact, the interest on our loans to the 
Persian Government was Eu arrears, and I was under the impression that the Imperial 
Bank of PendiSwhich, though independent of the British Government, was slid a 
British institution—had also not received gome of the interest due to it* The small 
loan of ell 10,1100/., about which the Russian and Rrilish Governments were now 
negotiating with ilm Persian Government, was being offered solely in order to enable 
the Persian Government to pay its gendarmerie and troops, and to restore order in the 
country. Wo had not, so far as l was aware, contemplated the satisfaction of any of 
our own claims out of this loan. In the future, when the Persian Govern moot had restored 
order in their country, they might raise a larger loan in the ordinary way, and then 
the question of satisfying claims might arise. E promised, however, to look into rhe 
question of the financial obligations of the Persian Government towards us, and to 
ascertain how the claims of British subjects stood, so as to make sum that what 1 had 
told the Ambassador was correct 

Count Alette rnioh then went on to speak of the " open door" in Persia. Ho said 
that, if Persia intended to employ the subjects of n&utral Powers, other than England 
and Russia, Germany should he on a footing of equality, If he remembered rightly, 
the ,£ open door M was preserved in the Anglo-Russian agreement; there was, therefore, 
nothing in the German claim inconsistent with that agreement. 

1 replied that I quite understood the German point of view. But at present, po 
far as 1 know, the Persian Government were not thinking of employing additional 
foreigners, except for the financial department, where there was already a French 
adviser, who had been there some time, 1 believed that there was some question of 
placing some Preach subordinates under lids adviser* 

Count Metteimioh said that this was just what his Gove®mim had heard* Ho 
thought it was proposed to engage live or seven additional Frenchmen, and this would 
pul, Persian tinauyes entirely under French control. 

I told Count Moisernieh [Emt I would examine all the questions he had raised, 
especially with regard to British claims and tlie loan to the Persian GovernmenC 

In tire course of conversation with regard to die possibility of a future lom. Count 
Mettoruich mentioned that, if it was to he raised from bankers in the ordinary way, Ids 
Government would expect German bankers to have the same opportunity for 
participating in it as bunkers of other nationalities had* 

I am, &e. 

E. GREY, 


[6846] No. 319* 

Sir Edward Grey to Zil-cs-Suhnn. 

Sir, Foreign 0$im r, lUavcJi 7, 1930. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge l.he receipt of your Imperial Highness's Filer 
of the 23rd ultimo, renewing your request for the utLoElicial intervention of llis, 
Majesty's Minister gt Tehran in the matter of the seizure by the Govcmord .ton tun I of 
Ispahan, under orders from ibe Persian Govorninent, [if cm lain villages foiling part 
of your property, and asking that the s;imu measure of protection which you received 
before you left Puraia may once more be accorded to you hy Ilia Majesty's and the 
RuEtsian 0 oven 1 1 nents. 

I have, Ae. 

E, GREY, 
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Ko. 320. 


Sir Edward Grey III Sir G. Harduy. 

l7 '\ s,\ p Fcrrmpi Office, March S. 1010. 

\*M* «. tw Upper Karnu for tin- A.igt-.-lW, Oil Company, 
p] fJ . lR(s relur to vplir telegram No. lisfiofthe 24 th I H clirtifiry, 

SSb h Mention IF 09 Con,,^y. Persian 

ttaohhsctoJ concession mv secretI wd to Wp necessary stopt to this 
.' - 1 , ■ 4 Q f >., gut neaiflSiiry tftuispovt tikniiot 1» : supplit-d to cmnpaiqr oithor 

W l vonh or tv Nnisiri bomnnhy, fch# two mmptLto* who hold naonopolles of jumMm 

tbJr own enijilov's uwl ilStortel ^ themselves, pkaog 

: , V,r a lv ns.L-lavwill CL« S ; loaa, not only to « P « 7 >«t to IWn 

j&lT.ln** the a.v,« dvriW by latter tom -m F „ys ap*ifcon. W ill 

If yon think proper, make |jpJw.itniions tu PetBii J Goveriuiiuiit in this sanse. 



[Wperia! Ihiuk of Terda to Forchjn March 0.) 

25, Abcfturcli Lfin(\ London, March* 8, 1910. 

bir> vvMTH iwloiviu'e hi vour onaniry tv telephone thin afternoon ngmfaw mtorost on 

m °«g ets^sttas* 

" !;u «* ,i " n «*;**“*“• for intosl slc[ttl at 

*»$**£?^ £^ r > r . mm fr^db 8 to a 

tolrftmm from T.-I.nn. on ibe 21 ill l obru^y, been Wcre^Uo 1.10.000 tomana. 

* G. K EWELL, Manager. 


Enclosure in No. 321- 

jjrart. /rein Mur rraiixd ^ 1 mfc-nal l.l*mk »f Hernia from llwir 

I'chrtw tit'tiwJti d'tU-d i^th L*chi 11*11 y t L< - 


WE have nyuikihle nt present So r inU-ratt W he brought into nerount «tt «he 
■20ih March the billowing amounts *— Ifam 

1 1 I nSifi 

ItitulmvnmssKiiniiiirniisfeFP up, wtfu ■* +fe ** ,J ;s ,|7j lt j 

RtipW from oriiifr'HOWw 


Total 


i -19,^0 


. ., , tfiwll llv |i.i,..rmni yoBteranV. Wo l|p to hare a fnrihcr transfer from Buebiio 
Of shout ISO.MIH) iisisuuh’ii* also Other LiaU amna from other sources, before closing our 

#eC0, Xt^kwl'i’Xarilsiis One by the IluBhire oustntps under & arrangement 
coumKiUcing from Slat Moivh last of 30,000 toman*per wonti. » as follows 

itiuimtLH. 

Am,MCI March M. ■»». Mi »W ■■ »J*" 

AihlIllhi mtiihltim-il rr-nn iMiirw M Mo*, '* “ __ 

u.ndi . ,MJr4 


We will keep ven iiif.imiwl ill fuluw, u* desinal by letter, every month as to the 
amount of iuleiv,l 'ive, iv,d on the th.verimuun debts, 
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[8295] No - 322 

Shetkh Hasan to Sir Edward GrGtj.—iReceix&i March 9.) 

Sir, 78^ Hills Road t Cambridge^ March 7, 1910* 

\ HAVE received ficom my fellojw citizens 'of Tub re os in Porsiu an earnest appeal 
to the English people to endeavour, in accordance with the flBeuiaacea repeatedly 
given to iia botli by England and Russia, to induce Russia to withdraw her troops 
from Persian soil, where their harsh and tactless behaviour—to use uo stronger term— 
causes increasing distress and anxiety to my countrymen, 

1 have the honour to enclose herewith a translation of this appeal It was aent to 
me with the request that E would publish it in the English newspapers, but it appeared 
to me that f should better serve the interests of all concerned by bringing it in the 
first instance to your notice, in the earnest hope that you will appreciate the dUhculties 
of our position, aud will exert your great influence to mitigate their difficulties aid to 
release my fellow townsmen from the anxiety which the continued presence of the 
Russian troops at Tabreez and elsewhere in Persia occasions them. 

1 have, Ac. 

SHEIKH IIA SA N i 


Enclosure in No. 3 22. 


Translation of Representation received from the People of Tahrwz. 

gir 3 March 9, 1910* 

IN the Anglo Russian Agreement signed the 31st August, 1007, the text of which 
appeared in ihc papers of the 25th September of the same year, did you not say that 
you would respect the integrity aud iadcpendenco of PersiaV 

Did you not also bind yourself m this agreement to safeguard the independence 
of Persia from each other's aggression ? 

Did you not pledge your official word through your representative in Tehran in 
the early days of September 1907 that the object of this agreement wa* only to 
strengthen the independence of Persia V 

Did you not undertake in this agreement with Russia to avoid all interference in 
our internal altaira, and also to prevent each oilier from interfering? 

These are the- pledges wliidi you have given to us yllicially. 

Now we ask you, taking the whole world to witness between us, why have not 
these pledges which you have given us been kept? 

How have you "respected our independence?' r 

How have you redeemed the official pledges which you gave us through your 
representative at Tehran? 

Is this the meaning of the repealed promised you have given us not to interfere ? 
You who asked lines iu to dispatch her i mo pa to our country to outrage our pat riolio 
sentiments and violate our nattonal feelings? Are ask you conscieutiouely to answer 
these two questions c— 

First, what was your reason for asking Russia to send her troops into our 
country ? During our three years' struggle for freedom have wo killed, plundered, or 
even injured any of you, or of the subjects cd any other foreign Rower? 

If you reply that, there was a probability of danger to Europeans, that the people 
ol Thbreesj wore dying of famine, and that these Russian troops wore stmt merely to 
protect foreigners an I to relieve the starving people of Tabreoz, we thank yon for your 
huSuq motives, but at the same time declare to you that neither now nor in the past 
have Europeans been in any danger, nor are the people of Tabreez now besieged and 
starving. 

Itorsia has looked and is looking to vtm for justice* am l aim asks what she lias 
done to you that you should suffer her soil to bo trampled by Russian troops. How 
have you kept your promise regarding the indapeudeutife aud integrity ol Rendu? 

Thu provocative behaviour of the savage Russian troops and Cossacks is ail ini tied 
even by the correspondents of UusMaii newspapers, and is nut to bo denied, nor do we 
deem it necessary to go into details here. Suffice it to say that our lives, our property, 
and even our honour are at their mercy. 

We, the oppressed people of Eereiu, declare with a loud voice that all tlsc world 
[L704] 3 D 










may hear that it is Ly you English as much as by the Russians that wc are wronged, 
since it was you who asked Russia to semi her troops into our behivcd country. 

What have you now lor sanctioning the presence of these ea^jge soldiers 

in our country, and what plausible excuse can you give to your conscience it it 

questiona ymu . En ^a is keeping her troops* in our countiy, but we know that 
wisdom hids ub suffer all that they inflict upon us to the end that we may mistiate her 

eU nUtay^n not forgot that England has stained pi honour in this matter, and 
has forgotten to be the. champion of liberty or the defender of an oppressed people 

who trusted in that honour. , BH T , Pmi iU 

In conclusion we venture again to remind you that all we desire is Persia for the 
Persians, and to pray that you will me your great influence to secure for them this 
desire } and to earn for yourself our eternal gratitude. 

[8318] No. m 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recked March 9.) 

(T^rapliin.) V. Tehran, March 0, 1910, 

WIT] i reference Lo your telegram No. 118 of the 9th March to Sir A. NicoLori, 
Thu individual mentioned in my telegram No. 07 of the 11th February ss* 1 

expect, implicated in this matter, , , T t 0 v . ,, 

Would it be possible to trace his connection with the International Syndicate . 
Until receipt of instructions I shall oF course take no action here. 


[8341] No. 323*. 

Sir <J. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 9.) 

flide^mijhic,) L a . Tchran t March 9, 1910 

Ull, Company. With reference Lo your telegram No. 47 ot Um 8th Mnrcli, 

I Ji-ivc been proving the Persian iitBornmeut liaid to grant permit on to Dd 
Comrimv to pul on- launch on the Upper Kanin Um.T hr . Im- purpose of toy mg 
haiJ^ and I have assured P&aiau Oovemme^t, on the authority u OjlO^npany tdocal 
agents, that for the present only barges belonging to thei Mum will be eiuploycd- 
TlmcouWggiy, I perceive, now speaks of puUmg " bouU on the Upperk:mm. 

At this stage 1 am unwilling Lo add to my demand, ami 1 In^t. that \\\ml its 
local agents stated Lo las its requirements will suffice for the moment to satisfy the 

company. 

[33181 Nt> - 3S4 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

feSto.) R . Portion March 9, 1910, 

] 'E'lKtil A. Suggested loan by Messrs. Ktimuol, , . , 

W Ali reference to your telegram No, 98 of to-day, action need not be taken until 

Russian (iovenunem reply, 

Mr, Woolf Is a member of tilt syndicate. 


[7519 ] No ‘ 325 ' 

Forchjn 0flier to India (Office, 

g. Foreign Office* March 9, 1910, 

WITH i&feroiffre to the letter of the -bill ultimo from this ojhco, cuelosing eroydes 
nlconvsmmdiiioe villi the Admiralty relative to the question of relieving 1 he naval 
Maxim gud detacinmmt at present occupied with the protection of lbs Majesty t» 
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consulate at Shiraz, [ am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
hir e with copy of a further letter from that department on the subject,^ together with 
copy of a telegram which he has in consequence addressed to EQs Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran j 

1 am to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad if Viscount Morley would hear in 
mind the wish of the Lords Commissioners that the detachment may be relieved by 
Indian troops as soon as they can safely withdraw to the coast, so that arrangements 
may be made accordingly with aa little delay ns possible ho soon as a favourable moment 
arrives. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[8443] No, 326. 

Sir A. NkoUtm to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 10.) 

m. 80.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Sfc Pdrraburgh, March 10, 1910. 

PEPSI AN finances* 

Your telegram No. 118 of the Sth March* I banded to M. Xavolskyj on aid&mimaire 
on the proposed negotiation of a loan by the Persian Government through the agency 
of the International Syndicate. 

M. Isvo 1 sky told tiie that information had reached him from a secret source to the 
effect I hat the arrival at Tehran of an agent of the Deutsche Bank was expected 
very shortly, 1 pointed out that E-Ids* intelligence only afforded an additional reason 
for us so put in our warning to the Persian Government with as little delay as possible, 
M* IsvoLky suggested that the Persian Government might disregard our warning, and 
what were we to do then ? 1 observed that Russia possessed a right of veto, and that 

iu the event contemplated she might make use of it, but I suggested that, For the 
moment, it would be well to hold this right in reserve* M. l'svolshy promised that he 
would consult, with the Minister of Finance without loss of time* 

His Excellency fold me that the German Ambassador here had said nothing 
furlher on the subject of the engagement of French iiuancial assistants by the Persian 
Government, but that the German Minister at Tehran had again spoken to his Russian 
colleague on the subject. 





[8444] No. 327. 

Sir A. EicohtM to Sir Edward Grey. — {Ikeeiced March 10.) 

(No. 87.) 

(Telegraphto,) Ik St. Pctorsburyh. March 10. 1910. 

SITUATION at Tabrcea find Russian troops. 

Disquieting news lias reached M. IsvoLky from Tabnie/, The? followers of ]higher 
and Sat tar Khan are said to be contemplating an attack on Russian banks, fire., in 
conjunction with the fednk From the Caucnaus, who Eire with Ephrcm. 31 in said, 
moreover, that since November Inst the Russian force at Tabriz and in the 
neigh hour hood, owing to the return of men whoso time with the colours bus expired, 
does not number more than 5UU men, litis mimber t including non-Co] n bet ants, and of 
these only half ore in Tubreera ii.se If. M. IsvoEsky, in informing me of (ho above, showed 
consider] title anxiety lest tin: unruly element should carry out its threat sued attack, 

! Haiti that it was hard lo believe that the Ft:dais would really be vent tin some enough 
to attack Russian troops or Russian establishments. M. Is volsky seemed to have in Ids 
ndml the idea that it. might porliaps be necessary to reinforce the Russian troops at 
Tabreeg. On my expressing an earnest hope Unit, no such step would lie taken, 
lb lavokky replied that Utc measure would not constitute a reinforcement of the 
detachment, but would simply bo a substitution of new men for those whose time with 
Lho colours had expired, 1 pointed out that the distinction would scarcely be 
appreciated by the pul dir, and urged that it would be most unfortunate if the Russian 
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authorities were to undertake any fresh movements of troops at the present moment* 
I do not know whether 1 succeeded in convincing M, Isvolsky, 3 promised to 
what information had reached His Majesty's Government an to the present situation at 
Tabreea, anti whether there was really any reason to fear that overt acts of hostility on 
the part of the fedais were to he anticipated. 


[8447] No* m 

Sir 0. Loidhcr to Sir Edward Grey—(Iicceir^d March 10.) 

(No, 41*) 

(Telegraph ic.) P. Constantinople, March 10, 1910, 

PERSIAN Am holder at. Gonstanlinople, 

The Persian Ambassador was to-day informed hy my Russian colleague and myself 
of 1 he replies of our Governments respecting (he a&sunmces desired, as set forth in 
your lolegrum No. 42. 

His Excellency thereupon decided to telegraph to Tehran under the oiron instances, 
requesting to have refunded to him the sums, amounting to 1G,OQ0L, spout by him in 
keeping tip the embassy here, while demanding lu lie relieved of his appointment to 
this post. 


L8443] No. 329. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nieohon. 

(No. 121.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, 1910, 

INTEENATfONAL Syndicate and question of advance to Persia. 

1 am anxious to he able la reply to Mess is, Samuel eis soon aa possible, as they are 
pressing, I hope Minister for foreign Affairs will not delay to answer (see your 
telegram No, 8U of to-day). 


[71481 No. m. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 

[No. 30.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 10, 1910, 

WITH rcf^Snce to your telegram No. HjJ of the 26th ultimo relative to the pro¬ 
posed ..cut between the Persian Govcrdfiifcut and the Imperial Hank of E'ersia 

regarding die importation of silver for coinage, l have to inform yon that Sir T. Jackson 
and Sir G. Mackenzie called at this Office on the 25th* and communicated to Mr* Mallet 
certain papers referring to this subject, of which copies are enclosed.* 

It will he observed that the bank have obtained from the Persian Government 
permission to coin about ll30,(XH>h worth of ailverj that, the Government intend in 
future not to grunt any more mint foniracts, but arc ready lo appoint the bank tube 
their agents for the purchase of silver for their account; and that the directors of the 
bunk have approved tins proposal, which is advantageous to both parties, and is 
descriliv ! m an hup. nr taut and hir-reaching commercial transaction. 

The IVrsiau Government have aho offered the bank the option of purchasing the 
Grown jewels, hut i his offer the directors have declined on commercial grounds. The 
local nqu'esunlaiives of the hank consider l lint if the jewels were thtiw sold the Persian 
Government would decline the proposed AugloJtussian advance of 4Q0,Q0QL 

You will idxu notice that the Persian Government have paid interest on the bank's 
loans to llie amount id 1,900.000 km ns. 

As regards I he question raised in your telegram of communicating with the Russian 
Governuieni on tfte subject, l do not think that Mis Majesty’s i. I over nine nt need take 
the initial ire, in view nf tin; fact that the Imperial Bank alone occupies in Persia the 
position of u Slate blink* and ihe contract is only for one year. 


Stii jpr Luttni, 
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If objection is raised by the Russian Government it will perhaps be possible to 
find some solution on the expiry of the contract, 

I am, &c, 

& GREY. 


[8457] No* 331. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—{Received March 11.) 

(No. 128.) 

Si*, ( St. Petersburg^ March 6, 1911). 

THE (L Golos Moskvi," a Moscow paper which in generally believed to be die organ 
of if, Alexander Goutchkoff, the Octobrist leader and Member of the Duma for -Moscow, 
has recently published an article entitled, " Defects in our agreement with England." 

The article states Lliut r thanks to the agreement, Russia 3ms been unable to lake 
advantage of her influence with the Dalai Lama, and that, in spite of its provisions, the 
statuif qm in Thibet has been disturbed. 

\\ ith regard to Afghanistan, ttie agreement has proved even more unsatisfactory, 
Great Britain undertook to obtain the consent of the Ameer to a scheme whereby 
frontier questions of a non-political character should be settled by direct communi¬ 
cation between Russian and Afghan officials, but so far Great Britain has done nothing 
to fulfil this engagement. 

Aw regards Persia, the agreement has not saved Russia from the necessity of 
expending large sum* of money in keeping detachments of troops in that country ; 
were it not for tEiat agreement these troops would be free agents, whereas now they are 
bound hand and foot and can effect nothing. 

Again, Russia lias been forced by the agreement into participating in matters from 
which she would otherwise have held aloof—such as the joint loan to the Persian 
Government, The article points out that it is naturally most advantageous for England 
to support the Persian Government, but maintains that it is by no means so for Russia, 
especially as the new regime in Persia is very hostile to her. Persia wall naturally 
gladly take Russian mimey, but will give no quid pro qm. These -"wretched 
4,000,000 roubles 1 cannot save that decaying State, and will only serve to prolong the 
crisis, the only euro for which is foreign control* Foreign control, it is true, would 
entail the expenditure of much capital, but then the tone of the negotiations would be 
very different from that of the pourparlers now proceeding at Tehran. 

In conclusion, the article acknowledges that the agreement with Great Britain ia 
undoubtedly of great importance, but argues that for Russia to shut her eyes to its 
defects sinrply means that she is taking up a poor position in a bushier arrangement 
in which her dignity and foreign prestige are at stake, 

1 have, &c. 

A„ NICOLSON. 


[8503] ~ No. 332. 

Board of Trade to Foreign (Received March 11.) 

r Board of Trade, Whitehall, March 9 t 1010, 

] AM directed by ilie Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
lbs 21th February with further reference to the question of the provision of guards 
for the protection of trade on the roads in Southern Persia, 

In reply, I am lo point out that there appears to be some misconception as to the 
views of the Board as indicated in their letter of the 14th February, It was not 
suggested ni thjtft letter chat a surtax of 10 per cent, on the duties at Bush!re alone 
would suffice to cover more than the cost of carrying out the scheme of Mr. Acting 
Consul Bill, and the statement madr in paragraph 3 of the Board's earlier letter of ihe 
28th December last was cx^rcnsly based upon that scnpim 

Since Sir^ Grey regards Mr* Hill's achemie ns superseded by (lie proposals 
contained in Sir G. Barclays telegram of the 6th November last, the Retard recognise 
that the cost of carrying out ihesr proposals could not Em met hy the imposition of the 
surtax nt Bushin’ alone, and they concur in Sir E. Grey’s view that it. would he 
necessary tu arrange for the imposition of the surtax at all the polls m Southern 
Persia in order to provide the requisite funds for the adoption of these wider nronostib 

[17043 3E 
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As therefore Sir E. Grey is of opinion that under alj the circumstances Sir U. Barclay's 
proposals are preferable to the more limited scheme to which the Board's previous 
letters Iiewg referred, they will not press further their olvjcelions to the imposition of 
the surtax at all the ports. 

I am to add that, as intimated in the Board‘ft letter of flic lith February, they are 
inclined to doubt whether tiny useful purpose would be served by further discusaibn 
with interested firms,, from whom continued opposition is to he anticipated. 

I have, &c. 

E. LliEWELEYN SMITH. 


18534] No. 333, 

tS r ir G* Barclay to Sir Edward (*rci/. ■-{Received March 11.) 

{No. ioa) 

(Telegmpjii c*) I 3 - Tchram March 11,11)10. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 4 and the minute appended by the diraetor- 
in-ehiof to the first paragraph of scotton 10, 1 have the honour to report that the 
Minister of Telegraphs has promised to lay the A rub into it agreement before the 
Medjliss immediately, but before doing so lie has ashed for ihe hill of the Central 
Persian line, which will be needed, lie says, in the debate. If, when presenting the bill, 
wo claim the establishment charges to which we are entitled by article 2 of the 1001 
agreement, our chances of obtaining a mi ideation of the agrcemonl will be impaired. 

Of course, the Minister of Telegraphs may not repeat his request for the immediate 
presentation of the bill,, in which ease 3 would await the decision with regard to the 
convention before presenting it, and the establishment charges might accompany it. 
Supposing, however, that the Minister of 'Telegraphs should repeat his requests would 
it not be better to drop the claim and omit the e*Ud>Us|&Mpt charges? Otherwise, 
having regard to the present feeling in the Medjliss, 1 fear the convention would stand 
little thanes of rati (3cation, 

'i he establishment, charge* claim might of course be presented later, but I fear 
that our case for the repayment of Ihesr- charges would be greatly weakened by our 
failure to present them simultaneously with the other account* 


[8523] No. 334, 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —f/AcrrrW Mureh 1L) 

(No. 1(51.) 

(Telegraphic.) . ( Tehran, March 11, 1010. ’ 

IN eoivtimiaticm of my telegram No. S! of the 24th February, l have the honour 
to report Hint Elis Majesty's consul at AhwsiE was confidentially in formed on the 
25th February by an emissary of the oh of Pusht-i-kmli that lie was travelling to 
Molummicrah in order lo try and conclude an agreement against the Bakhtiari with 
the Sheikh of MoltamiticraU, 

llis Majesty 1 * consul adds that (he emissary left on the 27th February for 
Moliummernh. 


[8544] No, 335- 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Gnoj,-—(liccctred March 11.) 

(No, 88.) 

(Telegraphing 1 J - St. Petorshiryh, March 11> 1910. 

SITUATION .H I Vi hive v. 

] called on M, Is volsky (o-day at his invitation, and his Excellency said that he 
wished lo tell mo that lie laid had new* of n more disquieting ch a racier from Tnbreez- 
Dciaik will he given lo you by Count Bench me Eorff, M. Tsvolsky has instructed the 
Russian Minifttor at Tehran by telegraph Lo urge the Persian Government lo lose no 
time in taking step* feu- the inmisdiulo subjugation of Suitas 1 and Bagher Khans, ami to 
say that if this is not done measures will have to be taken by the Russian Government 
themselves. 


im 


A battalion of infantry and a sotina of Cossacks have been sent, by the Viceroy of 
the Caucasus to Julia, and will he held in readiness there* 

In view ol the fact that there seem to be real grounds for disquietude, and 
especially as the Persian Government have been invited to establish order themselves, 
1 did not consider that 1 should be justified in offering any observations. 


[86081 No, 336 . 

Sir Edward Greu to Sir G* Bn re la u. 

(No, 50 : | 

(Tolographic ) P. Foreign Ojjke, March 11, 1010. 

BUNS I AN troops at, Tabrees. 

Count Bon eke ml or II called to-day and made com mimical ion a* follows 

(U.) According to information received from Tabreoa, an agitation against the 
Russian troops is. in progress, Many audacious sorties have been directed against the 
d eia eh men t there by the fedhis and by Sattar end Bagher. 

The local authorities net. without energy, and an open collision is to be anticipated* 

The detachment, which, since the recall of the reservists in November, is reduced 
to 5(50 men, may be no longer strong enough to protect (lie Russian institution* 
scattered about tin- diAriet, ahd hag ag its adversaries especially the 2,500 followers 
of Sattar and Bagher. 

The Imperial Government had already called the attention of the Shah’s Govern¬ 
ment to the necessity of taking energetic measures Lo put a stop to the.se proceedings 
and to eventual disturbances by disarming the bands of Sattar and Bagher and 
expelling these latter from Tabreez by Government, troops. 

Nothing has, however, been done, 

Ae this situation seems to the Government very dangerous for its detachment of 
occupation, It instruct* M. Poklewski to ask the Persian Government to take without 
delay the above-mentioned measures. 

In case of refusal, il battalion of infantry with two guns and a sotuin of Cossacks 
are to cross the frontier to reinforce tltc detachment at Tubreea. 

The Imperial Government would nevertheless be extremely desirous pf avoiding 
all military action, and expresses the hope that the Persian Government will succeed in 
disarming the forces of Sattar find Bagher, 

A). I*volsky hope* that, die British Government will be good enough to instruct its 
representative at Tehran to support M. Poklowski's action in this sense. (End of R,,i 

In reply I promised that M, Pokkuvski should receive support as desired, but that 
1 thought that to send o ifph contingent o£ troops would produce a very unfavotirabJc 
impression,! and that if seemed tome impossible that Sattar or Bagher khans could or 
would dare to ftlfetpk Russian i reaps at .Tubmoz. 1 laid stress on di£^dvisnhiLiiy of 
mmiiUaueims withdrawal of Kazvin detachment if Tiibreez force wore increased as a 
means of counteracting this bad impression. 


[86301 No, 337- 

Persian Transport Company to Foreiyti 0£ice.^(Ecccived March 12,) 

3, Salter r Hall Court., Crnntrn Street, London, 

Sir, fi March 11, 1910* 

WITH reference to aur letter of the 2flth October lust, on the subject of repairs 
to tlm Godar I badge on the Ahwaa-lspahun rend, E have the honour to enclose* 
herewith, fbr your information, copy of an advice to our Tehran agent on thin matter, 
together with copies of enclosures therein referred to. 

I have, &o, 

H, W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 









Enclosure 1 in No. 337. 

Persian Transport Company to their Tehran Agent* 

London, March 10, 191G, 

WE send you tic^with a report on the Godar Bridge, covering Mr. SothaWs 
report of his inspection in December last, and. cstbcr papers. I lease commumic&te this 
report to the representatives of the Batuitiari chiefs in lekran, and request them to 
take the necessary steps to secure the safety of the bridge. 

Please also band a copy to His Majesty's Minister in Tehran for his information, 
pointing out that for some time past the A hwa*-Ispahan road has been the only 
reliable moans of communication between Tehran and the Persian Gull, and. that, 
therefore, it is of general importance that the Godar Bridge should not ho neglected. 
We trust that His Majesty's Legation will find it durable, should opportunity serve, 
to urge the chiefs to give effect to the advice ol our engineers. 

It is natural to suppose that the chiefs will apply to ns to suggest the means by 
which the necessary funds for this work can he obtained. On this point wb beg to 
refer you to the enclosed memorandum on the Alnvaz—Iepahaii mad, which expresses 
our views upon this point, and which you can communicate to, and freely discuss with, 
the chiefs if desirable. We have stated 12 per cent, ns the rate of interest to be 
charged on the proposed new loan. I 1 or your guidance, we may say that it the matter 
were satisfactorily arranged in other respects, we might, on your recommendation, be 
prepared to reduce this rate to 9 per cent. Kindly hand a copy ol this memorandum 
also to His Majesty'll Minister in Tehran, in order that ho may be fully in possession of 
our views on the subject. At the same time, please mention to him that we have not 
lost sight of the correspondence with the Foreign Office, consisting nf their letters to 
us of the 4th May and the Nth October, 1909, and onr reply ol the 25th October, 1909, 
of which copies were duly sent you. 

In this connection it will he noted that Mr. Sothani-and Mr. Humphreys differs 
lVom Messrs: Do Ifergiie and Mr. Wells in regard to rocker plates and wind pressure. 
Messrs. De Bergue and Mr. Wells believed that Hat plates would alibi d sufficient 
sliding movement to ncconmocfete coiitnistion and expansion of the cable, and they 
decided, after careful consideration, that, the bridge did not require lateral bracing 
against wind prtgpure. Mr. Botham, after exaiiiip^tion of Ihe bvidgfe tti situ aliei ten 
years' fturvicu, and alter consul tat ion with Mr. Humphreys, lias decided in the contrary 
sense on both these points, and we have no alternative but to follow iiis advice, That 
cannot In any way contravene the statement that we were equally bound to accept the 
advice of Mr. Wells and Messrs, De Eerguc at thy time ol the construct ion of the 
bridge. 

We are, of course, sending copies of this correspondence to our Ahwaz agent, tor 
his information, and for that of His Majesty's vice-consul at that place. Wo shall bo 
glad to learn from you at the earliest possible moment what steps the chide are 
prepared to take. 

Please mention to IDs Majesty a Legation that we have sent a copy of this advice 
and enclosures, to the Foreign Of Bee for their information* 


Euioloaure 2 in No. 337. 

Report by Persian Transport Company respecting the Godar Bridge, 

OUR road engineer, Mr. Bernard Bo^iam, arrived in Loudon nt the end of 
December, 1 Stiff, after examining the Godar Bridge, and has since handed us the 
following papers, of which copies are annexed hereto — 

Report of Mtr, Both am, dated the 2nd January, 1910. 

Opinion of Mr. II. Humphreys consulting engineer, dated the 12th January, 1910* 
Furthrr opinion of M r. Botham, dated the 17th February, 1910. 

Estimate of cost and repairs. 

A study of these papers will show that the bridge is in urgent need of repairs. 
The lecoiimicndatiorifl of our engineir* comprise three operations;— 

(m) To introduce rockers under the saddles on which the cables of the bridge 

rest, 
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(F) To brace the bridge against wind pressure by steel wire ropes from the bridge 
to the sides of the gorge. 

(e.) To correct tht alignment of the bridge, which has dropped about 14 inches in 
the centre through stretching ol' the suspension cables, 

Our estimate of the probable cost of all these repairs is 51,720 krans (about 900?.) 

We have gone carefully into the matter, but find no means of reducing this, 
estimate. It had beta suggested to us to substitute iron piers tor the present masonry 
piers. The original cost of these iron piers would not be great, tut we found that the 
additional cost of providing all the material necessary to support the suspension cables, 
whilst the new piers were being substituted for the old ones, makes the total cost of 
this operation prohibitive. 

The estimate includes heavy charges for skilled labour and engineers’ expenses. It 
is hoped that the chiefs will understand that the insertion of rockers under cables 
carrying the whole weight of the bridge, and the alteration of nil the suspension reds in 
order hi readjust t he strain on the different parts of the structure, are delicate opera¬ 
tions which it would lie imprudent to entrust to any but skilled workmen under export 
supervision. 

The only course open to us, then, is to recommend the chiefs to adopt the proposals 
submitted by Mr, Sot I mm and ilia'con suiting engineer, Mr. Humphreys, 

We have already explained to the chidk that we will not offer to do the work for a 
tad bui ik We offer only to do the work for their account and risk to the best of our 
ability. We do not expect it will cost more than the 51,720 krans we have estimated, 
and wo will he very much pleased if it costs less; but as it is also agreed that we must not 
spend without consent 'of tha chiefs more than the sum authorised by tfjbm, we think a 
margin for contingencies is desirable. We therefore ask the chiefs to provide for an 
expenditure not. exceeding 60,000 krans for currying out this work. 

London, February ID 10- 


Enclosure 3 in No. 337. 

Mr, Sotham to Persian Transport Company, 

bear Sire, ^ _ The Priory 1 1ffley, Chron T January 2, 1010, 

l FOUND the (fodar Bridge to be in the following erudition ;— 

Piers .—The Tehran pier sho^ fresh algos of disturbance. Crack a varying from 
miereighth of an inch to t hree-sixteenthfi oi an inch can bo traced almost down to the 
Ibundai ions. 

The AhwaK pier also shows signs of disturbance. Cracks ard showing similarly to 
the Tehran pier* but they are not so large or plentiful ns on the Tehran pier. 

Both pifers are well constriicti.'M of first-di^& materioL 

Rockers, —There are no rocks re on either pier. The cables are carried by saddles 
as per plans of the makers of bridge. These saddles do not cany out the functions of 
makers, d‘> not slide backwards and forwards with the expansion and contraction 
*4 the cables. It should ho noted that tht; saddles on the Ahwaz pier are built in flush 
with the masonry. 

The liridfjer —l took levels across the roadway of bridge and found the bridge to ho 
sagging ti inches in ' he centre. 

FoitmlaLions .—Thu foundations of both piers are sound. 

ilnyts, Polls, the.-—These are all sound. They show no sign, of weakness. 

Paint —In good condition, 

Road Material — 1 The Ilnur plate* are showing at both entrances to bridge, the 
material having wfijrii or been blown away, 

Cable AnrharufjCE.- FIjl‘ left hand cubic on Tehran side seems to have twisted 
slightly ut i.mtrailce to anchorage, Tliu masonry appears Lu have been cracked by u 
tendency ol the cabfe to " pull out. 31 it is iiiiTjo&dble to say if any movement really baa 
taken place t it might have been constructed like this, 

.Store*.— I found the stores al bridge to be intact under the charge of a native 

caretaker, 

I consider tbs piers are being pulled backwards ami forwards by the expansion 
4.UKI coniiaoE ion ol the cables, 1 oou&iikr that il proper rockdts were provided 
[1704] 3 
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they would a! ones stop this. I do not consider the pierfl to be too much damaged 
to carry the rockers. 1 do not consider it uecefls&y to replace them with steel pp^ler 


ne t mil 
a 
ire 
ud 


carry 

Referring npw to thsj gagging in eeiilro offeridge, Tlife is cxteemelv (laqgerous. 1'he 
actual! distanceof the sagging which L measured (I,8 inches), probably does rcl j " l g m > 
the t#d distance which the bridge Isas dropped. _ Suspense bridges are usually built 
with their girders pulled up about (i or 8 indies bighue in the centre ol bridge ilnu; the 
true floor level. This w to allow for any sagging which mny o^r ma u, prevent 
any undue displacement- of the catenary curve lurmcd by the cable, 1 be ncii 
sagein^ which 1 measured (he. 8 incises below road level), would probably 1:11 " Lu 
total sagging of about 14 inches. There is a great danger in the in a in gilders m cei.1 
of bridge buckling, particularly as they-."are -bo trail and light, \ he exp. ini'mu .< 
contraction of cables would have no Hlect upon dns. 

Wind nmvhtft~~i consider wind bracing to be absolutely necessary in order to 
prevent upward lilting of the H6$ r, I do not think it is necessary to wind brace the bridge 

aterally^ ^ uX]y ^I^lered your insulting engineer's (TAr, Howard Humphrey's) 
proposals for repairing the bridge, and do not think you could do better than to usny 

11 consider the bridge to be in a' very dangerous condition, and would advise licit 

you repair it as soon as possible, ^ ^ 

You re faithfully, 

BERNARD SUTIIAM. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 337. 


Mr, Humphreys to Persian Transport Company; 

Viot&riti Mansions, 23, \ itfurtti Street} \\ cstmhuflt‘r t 
Gentlemen, jaiinavy W. IUH). 

I HAVE seen Mr, Sotbiun with regard to this murier, and he ha* brought two or 
three fresh facts to my notice. The most important being the sagg ng of the I nidge _ m 
the centre. This is i\ maUiir which should he put ri^lit, otherwise the lattice, side 
girder will Ijc bound to become more distorted and buck In sideways. The &it& 
expo I nil Lure Oh this will be quite insignificarli, and will add materially to the liiu ot tbo 
bridge. 

„\[ i% Satis run lias taken careful levels, and lie (bids that the eon Ire of the givdyr is 
approximately 8 inches fislow the ends. As the bridge was originally built with a 
centre.' about (1 inches above the horizontal, it follows that it has dropnsil 14 inches. 

Mr. Soil Lam docs not eoiwidor that the anchorages have moved, and it there! ore 
looks iis though llie bridge las at some time either hud a heavy eotieutitrated weight 
upon it or alternately it may have damaged itself by reason of the fact that it bus no 

sway bracing. v , 

J With regard to the pieti, 1 think we have duvised a very cheap way of checking 
any further movement, llYu'tinifttdy Mr. Sot In infs examination uf the humdnlhms heus 
lad him to the conclusion that there have been no sfatiletneiiis, and T therefore think 
that the various pro points which E made in my original report to you on the afltli March, 
1900 , will be tsuffi|iont to put matters right, 

I am, &a 

II. HOWARD HUMPHREYS. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 337* 

Mr. Botham to l\rstan Transport Cow puny. 

Dear Sira, Oxford.* February 17, 101,6. 

EOLLOWIN|> upon my previous report* re the tiodnr Bridge, 1 send you this 
supplementary letter. 

L’he real' point appear* to me to be, " Are the cables strong enough to withstand 
the cautioning almut ol tin: bridge in a violent wind ? " 

I cmibidur the cables are amply strong enough to carry a load of 80 tons equally 


distributed, 1 consider that tbo cables have stretched* and will go on stretching to 
their elastic limit if they have the bridge swaying about as it evidently is at the 
present time. If this is so, then the tail cables must also lave stretched and 
accentuated the damage to the pier*. It is, of course, very dilHeulb to prove up to the 
hilt that the cables have stretched, but if one assumes that the erector who put up tho 
bridge had ordinary common sonar, and built ihe deck with ft camber {and I cannot 
beliew that he did otherwise), it seem* to me that there can be no doubt at all as to 
the stretching. 

If the bridge was built to a proper camber, and if the cables have not stretched, 
then the only other alternative to account lor tho sagging is that- tho anchorages have 
drawn, and if the anchor; igo* hud in fact drawn an amount equal to that required to 
account for present sag, then, in my opinion, the: bridge would now he lying at the 
bottom of the gcu'ge. 

I cannot advise y ou otherwise than to carry out the repair* which I have put befira 
you. 1 believe that they will preserve the bridge, 

I am, &e, 

BERNARD SOTHAM 


Enclosure G in Mo, .337. 

Estimate of Cost of Repairs to Goehr Bridge, 

£ J. rt. 

Estimated emt of p^erlit for ro-rkor genr anrl strcugthening of piflrs .. 17ii 10 ti 

KBlinmtad cost of rnAt^rlil for wind b™nrtff .. — 1213 2 fi 

Estimaicd cdst Of notarial to correct saggmg of briagie .. ftl 18 0 

Paint.* , +, .. -- ■ - 50 0 0 

Tools .. .* ,, ,, .. ■, *. . - 5f6 0 0 

m U « 

Packing, froiglit imtl insiiratice to Ah wa?, ,, *. .. .. 60 0 0 

Total ., ..#H1 6 


Knrnfl, 

At S4 kxaiis per lt .. .. .. 26Mjjpj 

I'ranaport, AUwnv. in ti^dar. 1 0 tons = 1,723 mlta* -it 3 kraiifli jjer mfm .. 

Labour, per Mr. Scahwa's patimato .. ... ■■ ». l‘J,7o2 

OuiU <>f pH^tfjoa, I l^L'n skilled meebaniefl from Boullkiy to Akwaa rusd 

luiftk, 3 HI ru]icns ut !li .. ., ■. - ■ ■ * 1^90 

Engint^qr^ tuilnry, threw monthfuit H , .. CAffO 

Gust of joiiriiij)', Ahwr* U? taudar and Emck. of ykilleni methunica aqd 

.. .* .. ■■ «* -- :jf> 0 

Total ,, .. .■* .. Sl f 720 


London^ February IS) 10. 

Enclosure 7 in No, 337, 

Mr. Botham to Persian Transport Company. 

Dear Sirs, Oxford^ Jami^ry 23, IS) 10, 

l ENCLOSE a detailed estimate of materials required for repuiring die Gudar 
Bridge. 

The astimiite h fbr all mateiiaJ* required for wind bracmcj bracing of piers, 
correcufjo of -nog, and the amount comes to 347/. 1U. fir/. Thi* is n good deal 
over the origimil ■ stImuio, but, of ouurfie, it includes a grout deal of work which 
was not originally e<mtoil)plated, that is to suy, bracing of piers and correction 
Of fcag. 

To the amount of 347L wo must ridil 5 per cent, packing olmrgos and, say, 25/, for 
temporary tools, bridging tlie amount lip to about 390/. 

fffiff/rti Labour. An English erector will be rn'cess+ury, and such a man can Im 
found for a wage of I4h it-uionth and ciimp expenses. 

An Indian fitter and smith will he neoe^utyi these would require 150 rupees 
a-mouth and camp allowance. 




Labour Estimate. 

Krt'CLor cU Ht tier month, four ju-imihs to include E ravelling titn& 

A Uttar ftiul itmiih^at 130 mj-ued each j^r mouth, three saontli* — 9&& rupees 

al l*. .44. .. ■■ " *■ ■: B ,+ 

Three umiii.h’a camp n.llowmsi.-t? to above three men fit '2s. per uny, three 

months * - 

Total 


£ 

50 

60 

£7 

1-iii 


Enma. 

J43J. at 54 hums to 1&, «iuala 
li2 liibonrum for sixEy at * 2 $ krann par days 
l tnasoo for HtxLy days at S knits |,ier days .. - * - ■ 

Cyst of aeinling iio^ii wuier akmiH, luntM., mnaoin and other sundries 
l«i»ban, five tiiuiea Cor 0 brans jwr day, tun diijfi <. ■ £ 

Uojit of flkk£uiwrVi jjjpuriifeiy friffli Ipi^n iu Ahwo&i Afld bucb to luiirsin 
Enphncer'd worvaiit, iliree mooliis .. »• ■■ ■■ 

Add 1.0 per Mtil, for osjrtf j^oplnjancfefl * * 

Total 

1 terns- twI J$$livnxtcd /or.—Eiigil'Ctr s Biliary, tTftvdling faros ol the three skilled 
workmen, and cost *A" transport of materials Loudon-AIiW&E, 

Total weight of materials is approximately 10 tons. 

Yours faithfully, 

BEEN A HD SOTHAM. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 3d 7. 

Memorandum on the Ahwaz-la-pahan Road . 

WE have snorted to the £&khtiari ch k Ik that- the God a r Br Edge urgently need* 
malty repairs, The chiefs may dvrim to mist the imc&aury filds on the security 
of tills read Wo are prepared to fiiarl money in this maimer if the chief* 'will 
a j, roia to certain nuasures to benefit the ti|ffic from which the read revenues are 

denvul - n | ,j K rr p 0ll tinted the 20th January, of which a copy iff annexed 

liBi'iuty., bap ihawii Titian to lla: Bioflt iinfflort-iitit of thosi; ijiui tors. Iti tht* first p]&cs^ 
the track in several ]dace* iVCcds rojiffir. .lie llunks tlint a sum ol 12*01)0 kiaus to 
1^,000 kritn$ nfight sulfice to remove the most serious defects, He points out that, if 
ei 11 engineer hi- engaged to repair the bridge, it i» very desirable that repairs to the 
tmek ha undertaken at the same time in order that they may 1* effected under his 
gun end supervision, The second point to which he draws attention Is the Jack of 
raruvniiEoruisi or other suitable ^ccntuitiodatioii at ceitnin fitutiona, llie litek of 
accommodation at these static ns exposes men and animals to the full rigour of the 
winter and this ihubL ourttt.iiily buv0 effect in cX^tc-i i injj cainvaiis 

h-oni frequenting the road in the winter. We consider it most important that some 
sort of shelter should ha provided at every station. His third imjmi'tunt point is the 
exorbitant prices charged lor gram and fodder on the rend. Ihis k a result ol the 
mononoly exoi'cisud at certain'stations, or, at any rate, is a result of the absence of any 
i>tlhrt to ] no vide stores of provisions at reasonable rates. The remedy we think is 
IQ establish miign|n|s lor the supply of grain mid fodder for dmrvudare at oust 
pricu at those Rations where there is no competition to keep the prices down to a 

fair level. . . 

Thu last point lo which we should like L> draw particular attention iff that m 
questions relating to the unktiop of the ™id, or other matters ccniciuctud with it, it is 
I'xtmmdy iucojivaliant anil h-:ids to iviiig d|lay when we have to make mnmgemcots 
with all tlw chief* in tores led, U is very desirahlo tJatt the chiefs should agree 
fiimougril lln'iviKidve.s to appoint lioiu time to timeout represoutative with lull powers to 

deal with us on suuii que&tionA . 

The pressing deiunuds that we have to make On the Uakhtian diiefe may be 

summed tip us follows :— 

(a.) Tin repfliir of the Godar Bridge, at a eost cHtiumtud not to exceed 

6,000 tomans. 


*. irr22 
1,300 
400 

from 

£50 

,, 1,000 
„ 300 

*. 1.130 


12,70a 
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(b.) llepair of the track, estimated at about 1,500 tomans. 

(to.) Provision of further monies for building caravanserais, 

(d.) ArrJingoments of such a nature that churvadurs frequenting the track may ba 
able to secure supplies at reasonable prices. 

(<t) An arrangement with the chiefs to appoint one representative to deal with us 
itt all ordinary matters, eormectcd with the read. 

We are prepared to find for the chiefs, for these purposes, a Joan of 100,000 krans 
at 12 per cent, interest per annum. This loan can he made repayable in fifteen annual 
instalments so that the instalments would bo payable concurrently with and terminabl| 
sit the samo rime as the remaining instalments of the original loan for construction. 
The instsdmetit and interest due on this now loan at the end uf the first year would bo 
13,667 krana making u total amertisemeut in that year for the service of the two loans 
of about 42,000 krans. We obeerve that the tolls have averaged of late about 
140,000 kmns per annum, and in one year they were so much ns 170,000 brans, The 
new loan then would not he any serious burden on the chiefs, and if the track is 
improved and a fow additional caravanserais put up we fully believe that the present 
activity in traffic on the road will he fully maintained and that tho chiefs are likely, 
despite the increased charges, to continue to have fts good revenues as formerly, perhaps 
even bettor revenues than before. 

Our agreement with the chiefs for this loan would further provide :■—■ 

(rt..) Hie proceeds of the loan would \>& devoted by ua in the first place to repairs 
to the Godar Bridge not exceeding 6,000 toman* ; in the second place to repairs to the 
track not exceeding 1,500 tomans ; ami, thirdly, the balance would bo devoted by ue to 
the erection of caravanserai* or enclosures ut places where adequate shelter does no6 
already exist for caravans. 

It. would he distinctly understood that particulars of all thin expenditure would be 
submitted for the appeal of the chiefs, and would Ijo under their supervision if 
desired. 

(/},) The tolls, iiTjdenrl of being farmed out, should Im collected by ua for account of 
the chiefs ; rhe toll collectors being our employees. The chiefs can of course also have 
a man to keep check for them if they desire, and in any oiiae would supply one or more 
guards i\b necessary to enforce payment of the tolls due. The toll collectors and guards 
would bu paid out of re venues collected. 

(t*J the net revenues collected on account of the chiefs would be appropriated ?is 
follows :■— 

1; To, paymenl of the instalments and interest on the two loans, 

2. To provide a sum of 10,600 kmns for absolutely essential repairs, 

6. To pay any balance mit exceeding H.K),[.)00 kmns to tlie chn-th. 

4. In any year in which 100,000 krans liave Injch paid to the chiefs, as ]icr No. 3, 
then any further balance up to 10,000 kran« Ls Lo he set aside for repairs and Improve¬ 
ment of lhe truck, 

5. In any year when there is a balance beyond 10,000 krans, as per No, 4, then 
Such b.d-meo, after deduction of 5 pur cunt. Coin mission to u* on the revenues collected 
for the year, eimll be paid to the chiefs. 

N. R.- It would be distinctly understood that the sums allotted in Nos, 2 and 4 for 
repairs and improvements would be only expended with the consent of the chiefs, and 
if in exceft* of ihc ummmL required Ibr such purpose, the difference would be paid over 
to the cliieik as revenue. 

(d.) That a definite rent for the caravanserai (including ample camping ground) at 
each station shall now be fixed, and that no leasee siiall he required L> pay more than 
eudi rent, w he I,her in the form of rent or premium, hut shall bu required to sell forage 
at prices to be agreed from time u> time between the cliiiffs and oureelvea, 

(d) That the diieis should appoint one representative, with Hill powers, to deal 
with our agents in nil matters connected with ttie current affaira of the road, 

London, March S, 1610, 


[UM] 


3 1.1 






200 


Enclosure 9 in No. 337* 

Rejprf foj Mr. Sothawi on the Bakliari Rond. 


»*i&&* 3 s 8 m&£ra 
wV^ h ffiflffll|Ee& ssifefea 

s sssrJSrtu. ,;,* w. .«*■;» ly-gf rsjssajs 

SSgSSSfaJSSi^Mffii^^ww^^SSsIfJ^SGSSPSSS 

and diftcuU to ««£». Wd^"* W»t 

tf. * %"* 4 br ^ nA ~,r; 

tS'.'SCft sar^ttiTu«- «*>■ *- 

Should bo widened about S ^ tta#^tout ^ ^ ^ fdr con(lit .; lin> ,h„ U gh 

&3£E±i t i^eswarns ass 

^^ 53 ®SE£ 2 *S$| 

era ^.r^tsru—-’“istac: 

•4k j». i ?. - «* ~~-«ss; aafegi e csfasu, 

ho picketed 0 tsU.de. I «b» »<*£" l 7jT 1 a being the usual figure. 

s. start,,-— v-w. ib."jHjbjp—if™« 

£r^’u^ssr:““— 

Sr^io ^o I inciiitoncd Mr. L,i|’s name, and did everyth,,,g pu*.U. for 
my comfort. BERNARD SOITIAM. 


Oxford, January 20, 1910, 


[8647] N ° J 3:J8 

Sir & Barclay to Sir jftltffi Grey .—{Renewed March 12.) 

(Xo. 102.) Tehran Jlfftr'cJt 13* 1910* 

( ^ITlulgaid to telegram Na 8T from Sir A. Nicoleon. U« Majesty’s consul at 
Tableau telegraphs as follows :— 

.* WnB certBia .hisses ot tU population the agitation agniimt the presence of 

Roffteir ‘ ■ !l 11,‘ ■ r' fo^idnU^r =, , - *|« c ,f& 

ess m$ w$n *» 

diU °TfoieovcMhe aovcmr-Oenoralhee informed nl that ]» «» has hopes that 
Sottar Khan and Bagher Khan will loth leave shortly lor the capital. 

ryuf, Mmisior of Interior wwa that the Governor-General disposes of sufficient 
trcop^amUx^ano to occur. Hcaleoadds that the two alov^eut.oned 

khans are coining to Tehran* 
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No- 339. 

Sir G Barclay to Sir Reheard (Jrcy. — {Reccdv&i March 12.) 

(Teleg^pli^) P, Tehran March 12 , 1910. 

REFERRING to my hist, year's telegram No. 741 and to the despatch from 
Btiakire to the Govorcpent of India numb#ed 105 and dated the 16tU January, I beg 
leave to sanction, for the purpose of the investigations which Lieutenant Wilson 
proposes to carry out on the Shaur river, retention of four sowar?. 

The Government of India are, I understand, recommending that these men bo 
retained at Mohammerah as consulate'escort. 


[8053] Ng 340. 

Sir A , Nicohon to Sir Edward GVei /.—(Received March 12.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. St. Pelcnburgh, March 12, 1910. 

YOUR telegram. No, 118 of the 8th March: International syndicate a proposal to 
Messrs. Samuel for a ban to Persian Government, 

I was informed last tilt by M lavolsky that your views were shared both by 
himself and by the Minister of Finance. Mis Excellency said that the Russian Minister 
at Tehran had been mstructrG to join with his British colleague in warning the Persian 
Government, aa suggested in your telegram No. 113 


[8731] 


Na 341. 


Sir A. Nicolsvn to Sir Edward Grey .-—{ftcecmd March 12.) 

(No. 90.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St- Petersbiirgh, March 12> 1910- 

ATTITUDE of Germany tow ards Persian affairs. 

A communication has been made In M, Isvolsky by the German Ambassador with 
regard to the proposal that this Persian Government should engage French assistants. 
I am told by Mi Isvobiky that the communication was to the effect that Germany 
refused to recognise the concession to third parties of any monopoly* and that, while 
she recognised that*Russia and Great Britain had special interests and rights in Persia, 
ybt sho considered that a fair and open field should bo given to Germany In that 


country. 

The dispatch by the Deutsche Bank of an expert agent to Tehran was also 
mentioned in the communication, which stated moreover that an examination of the 
Bagdad-liWikin line would form part, of the expert’s duties. Reference was made 
by Count de Pourt&lis to the discussion as to ike Bagdad Railway which had taken 
place oil it former occasion between the Governments of Russia ami Germany, a 
discussion which Russia herself had interrupted. 

The communication generally scums to aim at stating Germany's claim to par¬ 
ticipate in all matters connected with Persia in which no exclusive rights or privileges 
are held by Great Britain ami Russia, and M. Isvolsky thinks moreover that it is 
intended to intimate that the Anglo Russian convention is not recognised by Germany, 
It seems significant that the Bagdad Railway should hove been mixed up with the 
question. 

No written communication was left with M. Isvolsky, but it seem* probable that 
Count tit: Pour(a 1 is will send one later cm. 

I pointed out to M* Isvolsky the similarity of the line which Germany was now 
taking to thai which she had adopted with France on a previous occasion in connection 
with die Anglo-French convention. 

1 hdgB m a day or two to ?ce M, Isvolsky again, ami m have fnrtfeer conversation 
with his Excellency on this matter. 










2QS 


[8665] 


No, 342, 


Sir A , A'icoisrm to Sir Edw&rd Grey, — {ft&mved March 12.) 

St Petersburght March 12, 1940- 


(No, 01.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE lo Persian Government, 

I have just, receive'S a mcmo^pum in writing front tlie Russian Government on 
the subject of the iiU.irUittioual syndicate end the Persian advaiice. ljic memorandum 
observes inter aha that, the Russian Government is nibble to permit tbe sources of 
revenue which are situated in the hortUern /one of Persia coming Tinder any other 
control than her own, and further, that the warning to be given by the Russian 
Minister in Tehran should be based chiefly upon article M- of the loan contract, of 
ll)fn», whereby Live Persian Government is bound to come to a previous understanding 
wiili Russia before taking any steps ns regards :v foreign loan. With the exception _of 
das above mentioned points the views of the Russian Government ato identic with 
those of 11 is Majesty's Government. Personally 1 had hoped that the question of veto 
would not have been used for the moment. 


[8653] Nfc. 343. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G> Barclay, 

(No, 5,2.) 

(TelogpapfSc.) P + Foreign Office, March 12, 1910. 

IX T E1 tX M 1 10N AL Sy u<li eate. Pnjposed lea a te Persia. 

A warning in sense indicated in my telegram No, Uij of the 3th March to 
St. PtitorsbuTgl'i (penultimate paragraph) should be addressed to Persian Government. 
You may join M. Poklewski in doing so, 

Iv■ tbren™ is to Sir A. Nicul&uiu telegram No, 89 of the 12th March. 


[83181 No -W- 

Foreign Olflcc to Board of Trade. 

((bnfkkmEinl.) 

Foreign Office, March 12 T 1910. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to enquire confidentially whether the 
Hoard of Trade have "any information as to the composition and Einaticial standing of a 
company known an 11 The International Oriental Syffiliruto (UmiLocl)," trading at 
l. r >, Angel Courts Thmgcnorton Street, E,G.» ami as to the gjancuil position of two 
gentlemen named J, WmilF (a second lieutenant in the City.of London Yeomanry) and 
Osborne, who have lately visited Tel mm ostensibly for purposes of sport, hut. really on 
business connected with the syndicate. 

Sir E. Grey would be glad to learn, anagffi'at other particulars, whether the 
syndicate is registered in line country as a British enterprise. 

] am to add that Mr. Woolf IcfL for England on the 5lh ultimo, leaving behind 
tom Mr, Osborne, who appears to be still at Tehran. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


■ 83181 No. 345. 

ForiUijr Office to Director of Military Operation*. 

(Con lit lout lab) 

THE UmW-Beciviury of State for Foreign Affaire presorts Ids coruplimontB lo the 
Director ul Military Opci'alions, and is directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
enquire, with referents’ io the Idler of l lie 1G13 j milium from ihis office to Sir G. 
Panday's telegram No, 93 .of the lit U instant and to previous correspond pee, whether 

anything is know.. Second Lieutenant J. Woolf, of the Oily of !,ondou 

Yeomanry, who has lately visited Tehran, it is reported that Lieutenant Woolf is 
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connected with a company known as the International Oriental Syndicate (Limited), 
and that his visit to Persia v/as made with reference to an endeavour on the part of 
this syndicate, to obtain the option of making a loan to the Persian Government, 

Foreign Office, March 3 2 t 1910. 


[7087] ^ Q ' 34Ci 

Foreign Of ice- to Avglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Foreign Office, March 12, 3.910. 

f AM directed by Secretary-Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of thedlh instant relative to the desire of your company to place a launch and 
barges on the Upper Karan for the transport of material for use in connection with 

the exploitation of their oiLfields. .. ........ .. ,, , 

1 am to inforrfi you, in reply, that on the 7th instant- Sir E. Grey addressed a 
telegram lo lbs Majesty's Minister at Tehran, set Ling forth portly the arguments 
advanced in your letter, and authorising him to urge them on the Persian Government 

if lm thinks it useful to do so, , . . 

Sir C, Barclay answered on the 9th instant that he had been pressing hard for 
permission for your company Lo place one launch on Lhe Upper Kanin to tow barges, 
and had assured the Persian Government, on the authority of the company s local 
agents. that at least tor til present only Mom-ut-Tujjare barges wd he used. 

Common ting on the expression "additional boats 11 (in the plural) used at the 
beginning of the fourth paragraph of your letlcr under reply, Sir G, Barclay states 
that lie its loth at tins stage to increase bis demand, mid trusts shut Ihe company w ill 
content, themselves for the present with what their local agents have mentioned as their 

requirements. , . . 

I am to express the hope that the company may see their way to give effect to 

Sir G. Dareluv’s wishes in this mutter, which are endorsed by Sir E. Grey, 

I am, «e. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[ 8653] No. 347. 

p'oreigti Office- to Messrs. M. Satu.io:l and (Jo* 

Gentlemen h Foreign Ojjicc, March 1.2, 1910. 

WITH reference to the communication ]nude by you at lids Office on the 8th instant 
relative to the offer made to your firm by Die International ( Lteulal Syneicuto (Limited) 
of the option of making a loan to the Persian Government on certain security* 1 im 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to in form you that Mis Majesty s and the 
Russian Ministers &t Tehran have received instructions to warn the Persian Govern- 
1 meat that so long as tho question of a joint, advance by the two Governments ^ under 
consideration, and so long as the Persian OovernB&ent are m arrears in their payments 
to |Ha Majesty's and the Russian Governments fad to the Imperial Dank of Persia and 
the Russian bank, they cjmot agree to the hypothecation of sources of public revenue 
to any other advances, 

I am, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[8661] No. 348, 

Sir U, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey ,— {Ttcceiwd March 13.) 

^f’ciegreiiluc,) T- Tehran, March 13, 1910. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 50 of the 11th March, I have the honour to 
report that I have proseulud a note to Iho Persian Government, siippuriiug d'-muud 
of niv Russian colleague, requesting that Saliar Khan acid iJagher Rhuu should he 
5,Xl C> Taljiot^, ami lib llioir udiioreuta diould b. dintuitd. 


3 II 
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[8662] 


No. 341). 


Sir G. Ihirday to Sir fidward Grotj.—March 13.) 

(Teleprapliie.) ]'. Tehran, March 13 1310. 

WITH regard to your telegram No, 50 of the 11th March, I have received reports 
from His Majesty's consul at Tabreez, assorting that no rumour ol uw'intended £t11i j L 'k 
on the Russian bank in that town |St3 reached him, and to the best of Ins kiiou ledge 
no collision between Russian troop h and the followers of Sattar and Ragber khans s 
expected, Quiet prevails in the town, and, owing to the^ necessary nieusui os having 
heeu taken by the Go vomer- 1 !.! eneml, die popular agitation against the prasence of 

Russian troops has seemingly subsided* . , 

Mis Mhieety’s. consul, ifcverLhfdesB, while expressing his belief that the filiation 
has been greatly exaggerated, emphasises Ihe fact ibut Satturatid Bfighcr khans should 
be removed from the town, for while this is still unaccomplished ti cannot be expected 
that pence and order will prevail. 


[8663] 


No. 350, 


(/, Htn’claif to Sir Edward Grey,- — (Received Marclt 13,) 

(Telegraphic.) R Tehran, $§**& 13, ] 0Kb 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 105 of to-day, M, Poklewski informs me that 
tlio detachment destined for Iho reinforcement of the Russian troops in tabreez; has 
left. TifHe, and that the Caucasus authorities report that it must go direct to labreess, 

as it cannot remain at J id fa. _ | LI Id 

In reply Lu this ihe Russian Government hag insisted that, without further rastruc- 
tions, the detachment must not cross the frontier, t ( 

l have informed my colleague that the reports from Bi& Majesty*fi consul at hthroez 
were reassuring; that there was now no agitation against the Russian troops ; and that 
quiet reigned in the town. 


[86G41 


No. 551. 


Sir O, Barclay to Sir Edward Gray.—^Received March 13.) 


(No. b 1 ?.) 

(Telegraphic.) % Tehran , Maf$t 13, 1910. 

IN my telegram No. 105 of lo-dftyVi date I mentioned the dispatch from fifth* of 
a reinforcing datnehimuii fur Tabruost, and also that JI is Majesty's consul there reported 
thai quiet prevailed* A later isdegram from Mr. Shipley now states, with reference to 
this reinforcement, that ii cannot fail to produce the worst impression possible on the 
population of that town, ami lo increase their suspicions of the objects they ascribe to 
Russia* 

Any attempt, he adds, to disarm the adherents of Sattar and Bagher whilst these 
two khans remain in the town will in all probability he the can so of a ee%buE dis¬ 


turbance. 

I am informing M, I'oklcwaki of the sense of Mr. Shipley^ telegram, and am urging 
him not to insist on the diutmiaiHCul of the ftsdai at least until the Pension Gov#mnent 
have failed to induce Hat tar and Rnghor Khans to leave in peace. 


[87451 Nb-f 3, 

Sir A, Niv.olxfm in Sir Fthrard Grey.—(Received March 13.) 

(No. 93.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Pctereiburyh t March 13, 1910. 

MV telegram No* 90 of the ll lli March. 

Attitude of Germany towards Persian affairs. 

l 1 be ti on nan communication has now boon sent in in writing, and tins afternoon 
it was read to me by M. hvolsky, It is stiff mid reproachful in Lone, tiud takes credit 
for ilie reserve which Germany haa observed up to now with regard to Persian affairs. 
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It intimates that Russia, iu her wish to introduce French officials into an important 
department of the administration of Persia, ta not reciprocating the attitude of 
Germany, It goes on lo say that, as Germany had taken no part in the Anglo-Russian. 
agreement, her hands were therefore free. The statemem contained in my telegram 
No. 99—that the rights and privileges of Russia and Great Britain would not bs 
touched by Germany's freedom of action—was erroneous. The memorandum alludes 
generally to the: special interests of Russia and Great Britain in Persia, but, so far as 1 
can recollect from hearing it read to-day, it contains nothing so satisfactory as the 
assurance indicated .above; Ji declares that Russia was responsible for breaking off 
the previous negotiations on the Bagdad Railway question in ins!sting that the 
conversation should he d ijtmtre y when Germany had declarer! that such a condition was 
infb 1 missi ble, 

Count BenckeudorlT will doubtless be enabled to give you a fuller account, of the 
cqjjS tents of the document- If was only read to me once, and I am therafnrti unwilling 
to attempt to give a summary of it. But from the reading to-day it was made even 
more clear to me than yesterday bow similar the line adopted by Germany in the 
present case is to that which she follow'd with France in tire matter of the Anglo- 
French Convention regarding Morocco. 

Germany's action is regarded very seriously by M, Juvolsky, who thinks it very 
likely that the Deutsche Bank’s agent may offer an advance to Persia* or obtain a 
a concessioi] fora railway from Klumikiu into Persian territory. Persia's engagement 
that no railway shall he cons! meted in Persia without Russian consent expires in four 
weeks from now, a I the end of the Russian March. M, Izvolsky points out that a 
pretext for Gorman interference has been afforded by the question of tho seven 
French assistants'; and lie now regrets that 1 Dill question was ever raised, 

lie. would like to know whether a similar step lias been taken in Londqhby the 
German Government. I said that, the probable object of Germany was to make 
difllciiltjes between Russia and Great Britain, both as to Persia and as to the Bagdad 
Railway, and it. was therefore quite possible that no action had been taken in London,. 
Germany was playing over again her old game of 1905. I observed that the position 
seemed tome an untenable one—that a third Power should wish to hamper the other 
two, who, in their efforts to set the Peraian Government on its legs, were bearing the 
brunt of the difficulties, while she hersdf during all tins troublous time had borne no 
share of 1 he grave responsibilities* and had no interests worth speaking of in Persia. 
j\L [sVolsky said that no conccssioiLfl of any kind must be given to Germany, and (hat 
p re nan re must be exercised at Tehran lo that end, I replied that 1 footed that if 
Germany made any offers, the Medjliss would only he 1cm ready lo accept [bom. Such 
otters would certainly be of a very tempting nature, and very few guarantees, if any, 
would be asked. Our proposals with regard to a joint advance were not meeting with 
an encouraging reception from the Persians. 


[8523] No. 353. 

Sir h'dioard Grey to Sir G , Barclay, 

(No. 53.) 

(Telegraphic.) P* Foreign March 13, 1910. 

SSIKIKII of Mohammerah and VaB of Pusht-KKuh. 

With reference to your telegram No* 101 of the lltii March. I think Ilia 
Majesty’s consul at Molummicrah had better bo told lo warn the sheikh not to intrigue 
against the Bakhtinri with the Vuli of Pnsht-i-Kuh. 


[8670] No. 354. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Gray. — -{Rect-ired March 14.) 

(No, yo.) 

Sic, Tehran, February 10, 1G1Q. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit hcrewiih copy of a despatch which 1 have juat 
received from Mis Majesty's aiding consul-general a< Tabruu/*, recording reports that 
have been current as to the proposed immigration of llamidich Kurds into the neigh- 
bourhoed of Maku. 
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I am sending a copy of Mr* Smart 1 ® despatch to 
Constantinople 


Hie Majesty's Ambassador at 

1 have, Su% 

G, BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 1 No* 35 r L 

A cl ing Gmtxid-Ckncrtit Smart to Sir G. Loicthcr, 

8 -> 'fuhrcea, February S, 1910. 

Ir ‘ WITH rcferea©- h> my teleffrSttt No. 9 of to-day's -late, 1 ft tho honour to 
uiicIoho herewith copy oE n letter from the lady m charge of the Ucrniau orphanage at 

Klioi to one of tlifc Amfefican missionaries at 1®. 

The director of customs at Tahvcez showed inc reports from Insi subordinate at 
Khni on the same subject, which wgrte. # !t ftte*ppst character* M. Hniuun wmte 
that several llainidieh chiefs from AUi&iw, dissntblied with the severity of Uw Young 
Turk i.ovemmcii!. had COrtte tO Maku with sixty horsemen to arranga wit), IkhaLes- 
Sultnneh for the settlement of th^iir- tribesmen in Maku. According to 1L Htimrni, he 
chiefs hail returned tb Tmtey, witli Hi® Exception of one who «unained with a few 
Ijorsemen Mi iLimisin made no meti#>n of die settlement of 1,0LK> lfamidiehs m 
Kara A infill, nor of the possibility of a Hamid fell immigration on a large scale. 

My Turkish colleague* who, as usual* was very evasive, pretended to have little 
in fen nation on llm subject. Unsaid that il.e Turkish Govctiigieut 
:l f r 1MU . ru i disarmament of the Kurds, and waa nMid y disarming m» more 

iianth' tribes— possibly the 1 limiidichs id' Abaghu laid befcn effected by these.measures* 
Ho under the impression lhut the Turkish Government had cither oonliseuted the 
lamia-of the chiefs, who hud lino to Maku, or had given them a fixed time to return 
under pain of uoitisentipn of their property, lie affected to think that the matter was one 
of small important* to the Turkish Government; \\ ill. legard tp the general disarm^ 

„. of i he Turkish Kurds, lie did not believe tlwt this would cause com pi i cations. 

because the Turki&i Li’Ceps posted along the Iron tier .coiikl 1 '^p'viit tho tribesmen 
from crossing Inin Persia. However, he did not thiuj thut 1 He 1 urkish Goveriiniciit 
hud vH come to any iIncision on the general question of the dis&nnamcnl. 

Tin- (loveriiiu-t leiicnd road me a letter and telegram from Ikbal-es-BultaTieh to the 
effect that several Humid ieh ddefs from Abngha, with a few hundred Jioivseuich had 
coint) to Malm U> negotiate term* for the settlement of their tribesmen m Maku. he 
khan was cvidcnllv smxtbu* la receive th|iii, and hr hinted that. with their help, the 
Persian Government could recover several places on iVivmn nod wrongfully sri^ed by 

the Turks. The < lovenmr-t tenoral replied . .either the lluimduh immigration nor 

ftuv nhiireasivG measured against the Turks ; could be allowod. 1 he l iamidieh chiefs 
should '-late their grievances against the Turkish Goyenmient, and the Persian Kneigo. 
Office, if ‘advisable; would try and bring nlumt a rocoiicthuimn. Mukhher-es- 
Bultaneh said llial Iklml-es-SuHaneh had him well telegraphed direct to Hie I orte 
in favour of bis guesis. The (lovemor-iUmera! pointed out to him the impropriety of 

1 tfv RustAu. o.lWgii.' scisriis to tl.i.ik ttot the Turks Imvo ,.rr«ii ? ed this visit ol 
tile Ihmmlioli cliiivN, aiut Hint tlmy am iutrigning In get a fcothold m MakJ ,ha 
Kli:m of Maku, wlm, hi view of his past m-ord, distrusts the intentions ul tlic tonsU- 
nu iourd l Jove mine nl towards hunselt no doubt hopes to strengthen his somi-mdc- 
pciulcnt inisilion by she immigration of the 1 luniidiets, and thus to sepura himself 
against any attack from the Hors tun Government. * Ari - 

lit my despatch Xu. I of the $M nUiino I #ated that the SMi. of Make is more 
or less under Hussian protection. According to Mr. Jlillor and the (.loyenioMreiiyral 
lids Is Incorrect. The Hiiwiniia inter veiled iu help him when Ins re nj.ive took refuge 
in the ItussiacL viee-cousulme at Hnva/ce.l Iasi smnmer, us reported m my telegram 
No. !7(3 of ihe Tth August la-1, bul Li« not under their protection, Mnjtu, from its 
eimatlou, is id' capilikl Hi^ucgii- importance Lo the Ihissiuns, who tuiLurully view wub 
Ltlann nnv prospect ut lurkisli iulhicuoe predominating thorn. 

Tlie genend disanuiuncuit of the Kurds in I'urkcy would prcdiaidy^causa u large 
immigrutiotL inio Hers ill. r l here seems to be a disposition among let.-niiis to regari 
tins as a not tiltogeiher unmixed evil. They hope ilull t.ha action cl the Lurktsn 
tiovoninti Id will so alienate the Kurd- tint!. Lilt- rebellious kersian ^ Kurds, who always 
]V iv on Turkish nupport, will submit I" tbo Horuiail Ifoverrmuult, Ihuy also hope that 
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the accession of strength to Pensin hy this immigration will induce the Turks to adopt 
a more reasonable attitude on die frontier question. This view is very shortsighted,i 
for such a large increase in the number of Kurds in Persia will inevitably result in a 
corresponding increase in the insecurity of Persian Kurdistan. The Persian Govern? 
ment would of course he unable to cope with tine situation caused by such an immigra¬ 
tion. ^[ukliber-es-Sultfuieh seems to think that the Turkish Kurds could not come in 
largo numbers because the Persian Kurds, from motives of self-interest, would turn 
them back. However that may be, it. seems desirable that the Turkish Government 
should exercise caution in disarming the Kurds, Of course the disarmament! if 
decided upon, ought to be carried out on both sides of the frontier at the same 
lime, but it will be a long Lime before the Persian Government can undertake suck 
a task. 

T have, &c. 

W + A. SMART. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 3o4. 

Frmdcin llarnadz to Dr, IV throw. 

Dear Dr. Wilson, Khoi, January 23, 1010* 

ALLOW mo to give you the following information 

Soimi weeks ago I heard already that HamidieJi Kurds from the district of Abagha 
in Turkey wished to settle in Maku* The Turkish Government wants to take their 
arms, ami they are not willing to obey (.bis order. Knowing nothing about the number 
of those rebels ami the particulars, ! did not consider this alT&ir as important as it was 
perhaps already at that time. From Armenians who had worked in Maku and 
returned from there about a week ago I got the following information. ^ The chief of 
the Hamidieha is Hussein Pasha, an enorajpusly rich man. Last fall he sent about 
1,000 Kurds to Maku to ask land from the Snrdar { [kbal-oa-Sultaneh). The latter gave 
thorn the district of Gareth,* and coni for sowing, but on condition that ho hud 
to ask permission for their settlement from TabreoE* That Armenian from whom 
I got my information told me that it was tliu question of 17,(100 houses (families), 
that means about T0,00U souk, but Mr. lEminin, the director of the cm stem-house, 

knew even of SO,000 men well armed with Mauser gnus (I am of course not 
responsible for those figures), I do not think it probable that the Persian Govern- 
ment would consent to tin: settlement of still more robbers, that would mean the ruin 
of the whole province of Adlierbeedsebnn (Azerbaijan)* But they ec&m to be welcome 
to the Sard a r. The Turkish Government does not allow' llie families to leave the 
country, but, if at last they would not perhaps as willingly get rid of those robbers as 
they would miss tfpn unwillingly as payers of Uses, that I am unable to know.t 
For the Russians it is rather the same if they have these dangerous people as 
neighbours on their Turkish or on their Persian frontier; some more troublesome 
people in Herd in who would give them the right to interfere would, perhaps, not be 
unwelcome to tjiem, ! n case i bat the Perisian (love rumen 1 would not give their con-sent 
to 'the settlement of the IfnmidicliK, there remains the danger that the Surdur would 
iiiul excuses to keep them, and the Pfrsum Gcivemiuont wbukl not lie strong enough 
to drive them away by force. The Snrdar himself has the greatest reason to keep them, 
as they would fit l engthen hie Own power enormously* It is only Turkey and Russia 
who could force him io scti.i 1 away those dangerous guests. 

This report was principally meant for your American and the. English consul. 
The Belgian director of the custom-house in Titbracr. also knows about it, A copy of 
my report to our Ambassador in Tehran l sent to our consular agency in Tahreez. If I 
am nils taken in taking this affair too seriously so much the q|ticr. In any ease I 
thou gin it my duty to inform as many important people as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

A, HAUNACK, 

German Orphanage. 


* Qif. Eunt Aiaoh,—AV„ A, S. 

t vvor^ti iqipwir to linvu h>uoii ihulUvlI fruat ibis Kuutru^.!, wbiok muk«i» un ovtisn ud it ahkniln.*- - 

W. A. Bi 

[1701] ■ a i 









[8671] 


No- 355, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grei;—(Iiccidved March 14,) 

^^ Tehran,, February 1G, 191Q. 

WITH reference to my deapateh No. 193, Consent in!, of the 18 th (tobar laBt s 
I have the honour to trfiflsmit herewith copy of :m interesting doap^tch which i have 
received from >lk Majesty’s acting ^nmil general on tha aubject ot German activity m 

t,1C l> ] handed to my Russian colleague, privately and very confidentially, tor his 

personal information, an expurgated copy of Mr. Smarts despatek ^ 

1 G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 35G. 

A cling GonRidrGencraL Smart- to Sir G. Bar day, 

^ Tahreez, Fcbntary 2, 1 El 10. 

' WITH reference to my despatch No, 31 of the 3rd October Inst, f have the hotwp 
to enclose herewith copies of correspondence wuh the Board "f Iradti reganLng the 
firm of Miawiji and Sdilinonwni. 1 did not forward the coirrfiwidonce waott lieeaon 
] was under the impression that copies had been sent to you direct hy the Board of 
Trade* I have how reason to suppose that such was not the ease, cun 1 b^ren to 
supply the omission. ! venture to think that the last paragraph ot Count dr Sid'ss 
letter, taken in conjunction with the interesting passage in the Gt-irn.in roiei^n Ginco 
Kstimates regarding the resuscitation of the German consulate at t rch^cm.b, " mi 
important centre for trade with Eastern Turkey and Northern IVrsia, justifies tho 
apprehensions 1 have expressed concernmg German designs on AKeihaijan, 

Mr. Giilnlprgi local director of the Anatro-OnentaliHcbe GeselRebaR* lc> ld 
that a Persian merchant had asked him to order from Europe- & Cousigiunent o I locks 
for rifles in answer to .Mr GrUnhesgT entpiiry lie to the utility ot them' articles, the 
Persian replied that the natives can make the stocks ol rides* while the i^r^erman 
company here could manufacture the rest, with the exception ol 1 ho locks ^ i Iny only 
needed "<he locks to he able to turn out rifles at Tahreez. Air. Grftnbw,*m spite of 
tlin moTchant’s entreaties* reliisOd to execute the order without a permit h'um tho 
Persian Government tor importation ol arms. 

Mr. Grunberg also iulbrms me that ht received si letter trout a wolbknown Beilin 
firm risking him lor hin opinion regarding Mr. Bddmcffftanu s reliability*sind w 1 1 ether 
the Pen^o-German comjHiny was able to build small boats for the Uijui Luke* lo bo 

worked by motor madiLiiery supplied by (he Ikulin lirm. 

un a nothor occasion Mr. Grim berg told mo that same Persian mm-chants biought 
him a draft contract, in German, for the importation of' paper mill machinery. The 
stylo of this document was* according to Mn Grttuborg* the regular '< eorp&atetyl 
affected by Mr. Schtirioniaim. 

Mr. Grihiherg does not wish his mime mentioned ns my ||dorinaut, ^ 

About two months ago a certain Lieutenant von Gammer eaiuu to lalnecis with 
Mi™ Kezii Khan* secretary of thy Parehiu legation in Berlin. 11 says he has retired 
jrom the German Army on account of ill-health,, and that he came to i'abreuz hwause 
tho dbctoia recotninetail'd him to live ut high altitudes. Ho applied to the t iruvernnr- 
GqpemUml Sat tar K bn i for nn iippombnuMlt to train the nationalist army, but bis 
application was emphatically rejected, Me seems Lu be a needy adventurer, 

Ihise, the Gen min mnwsdn^Hfefliom'd office^ with fche G oven mi out artillery at A liar, 
has ordered, through Mr. Sohimttunmi, 2.400 u.arks worth of ammunition ±br the 
Maxim guns from the Douiache Watfeiitabnk* at Rerlho l have reason to believe that 
Huso is in telegiapldc communication with his legation from Alum 

Tho machines in Agha Rahim e Cotton Spinning Factory are now being put up, 
hut progress seems to be very slow. Aghn Rahim has made a coni ruel wi f li his bfiiniin 
employes, by which they are t"- supply him with a fixed aimuiuc oi cotton thread m 
return fora tUed amount ol raw cotton to be tnriiisVied bv him; they are responsible 
for tho proper working of tho machinery, Thu contract ia for six mouiliH from ihe date 
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on which the factory begins work. As most of the cotton thread imported into 
Azerbaijan comes from Mfttiph eater, Aghu. Rah infs enterprise is not without special 
interest for us. Messi 1 ?. Sassoun, who import most ol the co-tton thread here vil 
Bagdad and Hainadau K have authorised their agents at Bagdad to lower the prices 
15 per ceftt. if Agbj| Hahim's products begin to compete with their cotton imports. 

The machinery of the Perso-Gernmn CnmpEiny h s factory is still Eih Batoum, the 
money fur the custcuiLS dues rmt yet being forthcoming. From conversations with the 
German engineers, I gather that it is proposed to use this fimtomr as a sort of school for 
educating tho benighted ben&ums in tlie arts of modern industry. They told me that, 
owing to the primiiivc conditions of the people, the demand for lercign goods was much 
restricted. Thev hope to create needs by their educative process* and then to act ;i9 
purvoyorjj to these needs. They evidently had grandiose ideas ai to the scope of their 
undertakings. 

In my despatch No. 31 of the 3ial October last [ made a mistake regarding the 
relations between the Allemtm Company and this factory. This irnwy belongs to a 
Pi tso-Gcrmuu colubitifttiqu* in which the Alleman Company is a partner. TheAlleman 
Company has, besides, its own business, which is that of importerSjcommission agents, &e. 
No i^et'siniiK are associated if the Allonmit Company. 

My Russian colleague believes, or affects to believe, that the Governpr-Generel has 
■encouraged the Germans to come here, and it must- be confessed that he cun mitke out 
a good ease for his belief. Mukhhcr-cs^alcancdi, ^aui-ed-Dowleh, and others hold the 
monopoly of uoLton-thread spiuniog in all Persia. This syndicate made over tia rights, 
as Far as Azerbaijan concerimd, to Agha Itahiin, vUio brought in the Germans, 

Mukhber-HS-Saltaneh declares that the Azerbaijan members in the first Medjliss forced 
Salihed-BowJeh ti> agree to this transfer. Mukhher-eg-Saltaneh asserts that he was not 
in Tali rail at the time, mid did not even sign the eoiitrucl between the syndicate and 
Agha Rahim. 

The Governor-General always talks very sensibly about the folly, front tho Persian 
point of view, of acfeouragihg the Gormans, and has given me rcnefeted a^unmccK that 
he will bo no party to such a policy. It- is possible, however, that tho more* presence 
of a governor, known to have pro-German sympathies* may km courage Germans. to 
come here without any other inducement, l fear that M. MilW hua sbine justification 
in saying that wo would object in the south to u governor witli such pro-German 
sympathies, 

However* it would be foolish to accuse the Governor-General of having created 
the opportunity for i hc GjSmans. That opportunity is a jici-h-ctly natural and vvry 
favourable one. Most European business men here nelm to he of the opinion that 
Schiincmaim and his gang are not to he taken seriously, Perninm* sut*m jo share this 
opinion. The fact remains* however, that the Russians arc only d< [adding on the 
incapacity of their rival. If the Germans were to aen.d out & few sound tredoi^H 
with capital behind t-buui, they would almost ocrEainly succeed. M uklkbor-es-Salliini'h 
told me frankly that he ilid net believe ihv Russians could kcup tin: Germans out. Il.e 
fluid that tho only wav to remove the danger vvuw for the English to step into the 
breach, which tJic Russ&i-ins wort: unable to defend* and to fight the Germans with their 
own weapons. 

Azerbaijan, the most advanced* populous, and prosperous province of Persia* must 
sooner or later be developed* The Russians for years have been supreme: hi the 

{ province ?md liave dune nothing lo develop its resources seriously. 1 sec no reason to 
mpe that Lhey will do anything in the near future, There are not even any European 
Russian merchant.-* hero, but only Caucasiana and Armenians, wlm urn Russian subjects, 
M. Miller says that it lh impossible to gi.-t European Russia us. who make Inigo pro Ills in 
Itutr own uudevohipcdcountry, to come to. IR j v^irt, whore profits are smaller. Under 
such cbwtmsinHires, it would be surprising if the Germans* ever hungry for new 
otumingH and content with small gains* did tmt seize the o]*}iortuhity offered tht-m. 
Moreover, the rum us know that thuir task will bu much jueilitated by tho enforced 
inactivity of the English, the if mt*Sf. ilaiigorous rivals, ami the Persian aversion to tho 
Russians in Azerbaijan—an aversion which, I four* is giudualR developing into u 
popular hatred, deep and em In ring, 

M* Miller snems to treat lightly the German danger, and i suspect that hn is 
Intriguing against the Germans now here. But this Ik a puor way of coping with the 
situation. The only way to keen the Germain, <juI of Azerhaijtm iw (hr Home oilier 
nation t.u uudortake the mdufttrbS tlwelopiuiMii of the previnets and lieai them hy i hr 
open competitiuri' I doubt whether anyone nognisxu 11 oj‘ the coIoksiiI ImuSnesHsiiiciLpacit y 
of tho iiussianii in Persia run bu very sanguine of their succeeding in such a task. The 







only hops stems to be that Sehunemanu and Co. will collapse anti discredit German 
enterprise for some time to come. 

Meanwhile, peiidin^ still further increases, the German colony is already larger 
than the English colony In Tabreea, 

I have, &c, 

W. A, SMART. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 355, 


Board of Trade to Acting Cmmd-General Smart , 

gir t Board of Trade, October l9 t 1009, 

OBSERVING it notice in the “ Times ” for the Gth Aug net, to the effect that 
«* the Germ|n Levant Line and the Compagnie Allemande Mdsalg ct Schiinemann of 
Berlin unit TabrceK hud established in cSimiuction a though service to %rth Persia," 



ngr, tar vour miomiauou, a copy at tne despatch 
the ftWlgu OtlifiB, from His Majesty's representative at Beilin, in reply to my enquiry. 

With reference to Count do Stdis's despatch, 1 should be much obliged if you would 
kindly inform mo whether the CWipaguic Alloniande MoSSig and Sdiimonnmri grant 
through hi 11 m of lading io Germany, from Tabre&ss itfealf; or whether the through rate 
to jGterrnnny begins at the Black Sea po3. 

Than king you In antEcmatfen, Ac. 

THOl WORTHINGTON. 


Enclosure 3 in No, 355, 


Sir [$, Goachcn to Board of Trade. 

£j r Berlin, September 27, 1909. 

ON receipt of your despatch of i he 27th ultimo, relative to the alleged 
rttblbhmeiit of a new German shifting aerviflb to North Persia, J naked 
Mr* Pro-consul SleHen to fry and obtain mime information on the subject. Mr, Stollisu 
addressed himself direct to the Coiiipagiiie ALletUattde Mosaig and Schunemann 
(ll and id Miltelstiiisae, Ikulin, N.W.), but found them reticent and unwilling to 
furnish any information, Hi- learnt, however, that the German L-vant Lint: of 
Ibiinluu- 'which is practically dependent upon the Hamburg-American Hue, had 
, ntciid LfLte con tract with Mossig, SehUnemsmn, nnd Company to run a through service 
fpnm Hamburg lo North Persia, For tl^ present the service is to boa monthly one, 
hut Inter the Hailing arc in take place every three weeks. No information was 
forthcoming as In how the lino would run, or by whom it would he financed 

Further enquiries ware then made of tlse Jlaiuburg-Amorican lino through the 
modi Liu i of Mr, S. Bhiichrocder, which elicited the i uforrmtion tuitt there was no foundation 
for the report current in Hu* press jpespeoting the establish merit of a new line of steamers 
Tim Gorman Levant line had made arrangement for the issue of 11 through 11 hiUk of 
hiding lor good* going bn or iVtim Persia via the Black Hen ports, similar to the 
arrangement in existence for the Mcditeeraneair-Lcvant line of thu North German 
Lloyd It was geiievally expected that the political changes in Persia- would bring with 
them a revival df trade, and the above-mentioned arrangement were made by the 
Gernum Levant line in order to participate in the prospective trade. The Compugnte 
Atlenumdo Mossig and BcloLncmiiim, of Berlin, has branobes in TubrouK and various 
other Persiih towns, and has bnen entrusted with the agency for the through traffic of 
tliu German levant line. There was, however, no question of the formation of a new 
company to deal with the through goods traffic. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 355* 

Acting Consul-General Smart to Board of Trade. 

s i- f Tabrcez, Nonfiffll'CS'* 24, 1909. 

5 IN reply to yout letter of the 19th ultimo, 1 have the honour to inform you that 
the (impagnie AlLemimcfo’e business letters, specimen ol which I enclose .hear the 
legend ^Trough Bills of Lading to and from the North Persian tom, but from 
enquiries I have made if. appears that they cannot accept goods hero for transport to 
BnUia, but only from the Black Sea port. Thu Russian “ Jfeiftki G'o.npany poetically 
bos the monopoly of the transport from Tabreaa to Russia, and Messrs. Schilnenmnn and 
Mo&sigq as far as I know, have no arrangements at the necessary places to enable them to 
undertake themselves the transport of goods from Talgeesi to the Black Sea ports 

I notice that Count de Sabs says in his letter that the company has branches in 
Tabreez and various other Persian towns," As m as 1 know, the^mpany. has no 
branches anywhere in £er4% except at Tabreea. Mr, Schihtemann js rather inclined 
to exaggerate the scope of his undsrtakm ffl j j and hia assertions must be taken with a 

«"** 0f m I have, 

W, A. SMART, 


[8672] No, 356. 

iSir LA Bordug Lo Sir Edward Cmj.—(lheeked March 14.) 

^ r ° — ■) Tehran, Febmary 1$, 1910* 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of the joint communication which 
my Rusaian colleague and J bavo to-day handed to the Sakkat-ul-Muik, Lire Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, staling the conditions on which U^two l owers are 
prepared to make a joint advance to the Persian <iovermnent of 41K},0U(H. In handing 
this communication wo expressed the hope that the Persian Government would accept 
our terms, which were no more than. way consistent with the hue of policy ol the two 
Powers in Persia under; the Anglo-Russlau Agreement. 

1 regret that we have not been able to reply earlier to the application ol the 
Persian Uovermneut. Tift distrust of Russia at the present moment is so great- that 
the Jfedilififl is m no mood to consider any conditions dispassionately, it is unfortunate 
that Russia did not see her way to carrying out her decision to withdraw the ismsmn 
force three months ago, for of all the grievances against her winch rankle m the 
Persian mind, by far die bitterest is the continued presence of the Russian troops 
within LOO miles of the capital ; the other grievances would probably count lor little 
lmd thesetroops been recalled when recommended by my Russian culleiiguo- 

Had she seen her way to take this step and followed it up with a prompt consent 
to join in the proposed advance, we should to-day he able to look forward with more 
confidence lo a favourable consideration by the Medjllib of our terms, 

I have, &c, 

a. BARCLAY* 


Enclosure in No. 350, 


Joint Note communicated to Sabbat-ul-Mulh, 

FN rfiponii Jk la domaudfc adr&flifo nux deux legations par lo Gouverimment 
persau le 13 ddmnbro tlcrnfor, lea Gmivenieiuents de Gmndedirofogno et de Ruesrn 
con sun tent a recorder uu Gouvemement pcrssm ime avanoe de 10,01 KJ.ulKJ do f rants 
(400,000k) tiux conditions snivantes 

1. k jO programme eoncemant [Vomplni do la soirnno avaiiuec suia bouinls A 
V Eipi)rolmiion dus (h:ux 3cgutionH, L& ddpsnges eb itm t cIffiactudes, fl^lpn e© programme, 
sous h'. controls d'uue coitiniisyiini eptnposifo dn Gontieiller financier, do 1 AdNiiniHtL'uteur 
gi'iiurnl dos JJouunes, on de Juura reuiplaysints tut cus d nbsoue& t do deux mein bios du 


a k 


[1701] 


Net endosad. 
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Medjliss, aintii que de deux fonctiouuaircs pepsins, et preside e par h Mimstrc dee 
Finances. Aucune depensc »e pourra etre faite sans un ortlre de paioinent sipc par 
1(1 Mlnistre des Finances, d@jbrd avto la commission, et par le Mmistre du, uepaite- 

meat tuleressd. , , 1z r 1-1 

S Le programme des d^penffie m sera pas approuve par les legations s il m 

privoit las »u Ministere de> Finwcwi de sept fMcbanmitw trai^iis 

avcc dea pouvoirs execiilifs, sdon les proposittoos eontenues (Ians le. wippmt du 
Con sc (Her financier au Gonvernenienl persmn Cos fonetiennnires agiront d a pres des 
instriEtiong qui acront Mahoreea avtjo le contours du ConsFillcr financier et approuveea 
par Ini, Aitcune partie de Tavancc ne wM * VituL <i lie le Oeuvernement peraan 
idait ofli del lament adressd au Gouvernemeut lrau?ais tine demands pour 1 engagement 

do ses fonctlonnaires. , > . T , , I 

3 Lc programme ue sera pas accepte non plus s d ne pmvmt pas 1 organisation 

(Tune force armee suffiafmla pour la etaurhe des voice de communications commercials. 
Le Gouwnoment penmn a'engagem a appckr ausaitot rjiie po^nld*! i son service (led 
instrueteurs 6 triggers, mah pour attcuno force urmee aiicun mKtruoteur fitrangei ns 
poiirra etre engag^sane fapprobati# prtalable des (?ouven|meuts do Grande-Bictagne 

el do Rnaste. + , , . j 

4 JU ferae ^’engage A ne doimer auajigf coflstop pour la oenslmction uo 

chemiuH de ter on Perse rant dVn offrir lYjpiion fix Gpitvernements tie Orande- 
Bratajmo et de Ru&sie. Cu droit |option ne sura pas oxfgS dam* le cas on il e agirait 
d W concession a Recorder k un sufet persan dans Is but tie construire st d exploiter 
utin ligiie Ibchemin de for avQc des capftaux exdnsivement persons, ptmrvu qu jL sort 
prouvd a In satisfaction deft Gouvernemente de Grande-lire!ague el do Uuasw quo cos 

capitsiix sent radioment Indigenes, . ,, 

5. | jfl do k route Tauria-Djoulfii recevra la concession de la navigation sur 

le Lac d N Our.miah* , lh ^ 1V . t ill 

G, Cette avfines constituent le prepcier versoment de I omprunl sullieitc deja par 
le Gouvemcmlnt persan, si les GcmvernemcTits d| t IrumledSretagnc et de Iiutsic 
ccneenlaient k tot emprimt. Dans lo caa conuaEro, cette avance, an two: de * pour 
rout par an, sem amortic eu dix vereemeuis animeb eganx, garimtis par les revenue 
de* dcmani'M et, en eas d r inSuf|sance do ces derniera, les teytwus de la Moimme 
aervironl do giimotie KUppiSKitftire. 

Teltcrtin, Le 3 (10) /t'otU'i'j 1910, 


[8673] No - 357i 

Sir G, Barclay to Kir Edward Grey.—{Received March 11.) 

3W Tehran , 17,. 1910 : 

! HAVE the honour to forward copv of el dCppattii Iruan His Majesty s ueting 
con an I-gin i urn I at Ihisl.in*, enclosing notes <>l a jour no v reccuilv madt; 1jv j lr,^ \ sco- 
Cousul( hick in the Riidhilb distnet. Mr. Chicks remarks endorsed by Major 1 revor, 
regiirdiug the B®js[>icion with Avhinh the tribal chiolk ol Southern iVnsia regard Sai-dui 
A maul, the Minister oft lie Interior, potass ajr'dul interest. 

In my telegrau No, ds of the I Mb February l reputed n story that Sojilot-or^ 
iJowlth wan contemplating an expedition against Ispahan nml ttdiran, wilti the 
Gnuiiciid seiriisLaiiee ol r ihe Shinklj of MoIieh nnn-ndi. Whether tliere m any truth in 
this abbiy or hut, fcliwh is no doubt that the rivalry between btirdwr A^aad mid 
Soulet-iabl>owh‘h is il very serious feature of the situation hi the aoulh. ' j-rv pusailily 
bn 1 recent reciudeationcn of disorders on the Bushin- ShiniK road duo Uj it, and wolg 
it to come to a bend, dtluT hy the Contra! (lovprnnnnt's embirking ob n campaign 

n^dnst S«.ui 1 etned-1 )owlrb f nr by an ... the \u\ri of the latter, I'ura woolsi 

thrown into a wtaLL j sd civil war Ibr an iiidt--finite period, a (kuiditiou ol nliLure which 
would pmbahly cuitiind 11 i 1 * ihi j^tv’s Gsbymmient to intervene t 

] ios>k thi' oppurtunit \ ycMonlay of a visit Iroiu Nasr*u!-Mulk to rerm poriipnn nl 
Mr Chicks repurt him conHdtiiuiallv, and ] urged hitn to uw his indueuoe m lavsiui 
of conciliation. He gave me i" u tide rata nd that Sardar Assad was not <joiitetnpiating 
an 1 ,' nciivc mea-SurcB uguinsl Soulol -ud-lJiH'wleh, even ii the Fcrsiati iioua lUiieut 
nliiuinod an adyaiioe from the two Governments, and he mid me he bud dunediis best 
to bein'i' about be tier rein t ions he tween the iwo chit da, ami that the ^eiismti lKdwct?ii 
tlieiii wae leas than h had been. He said tlial, during the tenour ot office ot Sahaiu-fed- 
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Dowleh as Goveriior-General ofF;n , s :i the miatske had been committed of taking ftidea 
with the Kawami family, which was always at feud with the Kashgaie. The now 
Govenioi-General—not Fadlatt Farma, who hue on reflection refused to proceed, hut 
Zafhir-es-Sultiuieh—had no prejudices one way or the other, and would, it was hoped, 
hold the balance between the two parties. 

I have, &e, 

G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure I in No, 357 , 
flfcjjur Trevor to Sir G. Barclay. 

fNo. f>5. Confidential) 

Sir, Bmhire, December 2G, 1909 + 

I HAVE the honour to forward, fur your Excellency’s information, a copy of 
a note made by Mr. Yiee-ConBul Chick, regarding hie recent tour in the Rudhilleh 
district, 

2. Mr. Cluck was unable to proceed to Bebbolum as originally intended, as soon 
after ids departure I received news of the activity of the Boir Ahuiedi and other 
sections of the Knhgelu tribe, ajjid also of fighting m-ur Behljehun, and therefore bad to 
recat! him to hedii-quiii'tei’s, 1 hope be will be able to complete bis tour hi the spring 
if the statu of the country allows it, 

3. Mr- Chick yives an interesting account of (he power and prestige of Hyder 
Khan, of Bunder Rig. Thin chieftain has always been on good terms with the 
residentVh and it is satisfactory to learn that his authority is increasing. 

4 . 1 beg to endbra& Mr, Chick's remarks al>oat the suspicion with which the tribal 
chiefs of S|mthern Persia regard Sardar Assad, the Minister of the Interior, One and 
all. fro in the Sou let-ed-Dowleh to the Hbeikh ol' Mohmnmerah, think that he will use 
his position as a mem her of the Persian Government to pay off old score* incurred as a 
Bakbtbu'i chieftain. E think the Persian Government would be well advised, if tlsey 
wish to quiet the south, to get, rid of the Sardar Assad, if this can safely be done 
From our local point of view in the south, it would certainly be a gold thing if the 
Surdar dropped out of the Ministry, 

l have, 3cc. 

A P. TREY OR, Majors First Assistant Resident 

fm c.liiiwji j of Restuency}' 

Note. —Original sent via London. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 3n7. 

Notes by i ire-GotiSid Chirk on a ViYd to the Khan of Uayat Daoud, 

I LEFT Bus!lire on the 24tli Novomber by sea to Sbief, intending to proceed by a 
roitiididjoul route to Bolibeban, The objectB which I had in view were :— 

1, To obtain us necuratt! information us poHsibh- of tin.’ amount of land under grain 
cultivation in the district that lies lust ueeti Llm Iwrdi-iisi of Arabiainuiimi Bushing and 
the amount of grain available for export in onhu.-irv years, 

2, To gather useful iiiEbrmation regurdiug the districts under the Juriedffition of 
the various ruling khims, 

3, T" exnmino the iinportnnce of BehbHian as a market for imports and exports, 
the town itself being 'little known to Europeans. 

I had, however, only reached Run dvr Rig L-fire ] was recalled to Bush ire, owing 
to the altwk on M. Bassek. and SbiniK reports as to tlm rosdesHiitcfls of L ibtis lo the 
oast of Belibohan, but f hope l.o complete the tour in the spring. 

i spent, a week in the districts of Angali, Eudtiillnh, and Hnynt DaOlid, and was 
received evervxi-in-re with the greatest bospiudUy and liiciulHliip by the klimis- 

Thc position of the Khan of Hayat Uanud esjiceiully uml Ids peraomthly appear to 
me nf considcrabic interest to the British Govermnonl in the present elate of Southern 
Persia. 
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Influence of Haidar Khan of Hayat tiMd.-t Tfee t^iteriaHufluenee of Huhr 
Khan may bo said to cover tho coast district extending from Shief 9 nules north of 
Busliii-o to the port of Dilum, 100 miles approximately from Bush ire, anti trom Uii am 
north of the Lirawi district along the Bihbetmu road to near &dira, thence to the 
mountains about 14 milts from the sea. I do not yet know how far ^ the Lirawi 
district extends to the otlier aide of the mountains, hut Hayat Dapiid territory has its 
eastern border some IS miles across the range (where it meets the Kashgidt branch oi 
the Kashgai tribe). The eastern border of the coast district extends from, la raw l down 
to Shahhancara and Zireh, a distance of about 35 miles. .. . . 

The south-eastern border of Shahhancara to Bbici is roughly 38 miles in length. 

This large stretch of land—not legs them 3,000 square miles—ts divided into several 

di striata:— 


Hay at Daoud and Rig 

Hudhilleh 

Gcnawa 

Bunder Dilani 

BhahhancaiR and Ztreh 

Lirawi 

Angali 


> Under Haidar Khan and his relatives. 

j 

} Which are independent of the Khan of Hay at 
Hamid and each other, hut yet look up to 
him as their guiding spirit, 


United these, inline khans compromise the most important hegemony situated 
between the- Arab tribes, subject# to the Sheikh of Mohtmnetph and Baluchistan 
Th&v hold im title from the Persian Government, though nominally their districts lad 
under the provincial government* of either the Gulf ports or Fate! c I f fi *. c S 

neither governor -ml ..terfere to any extent ,n theirinternal a f™, the ^ mal.yat 

h nominal and often unpaid, and the Custffl| surveillance of the coast me£feqti$|. 

They rule by tribal -joveriiment. . 

I-Inidnr' Khen of H»y»t Dn@tid is evidently the meet important of these: his 
family have been for years'in possession of that part of the coast district, and I append 
a short genealogy. 


Momd Kliaii (Hunt lhH»nid> 

I 

LlOSUiUl ri ELlllJp 

Munni K Inin (killed in flgltt hiama> 


KlumAli Ktin 11 (of ILiyal DaoUil), 


J butter Khan 

(llnysit [hhcnid), 
>10 ywirs, 


llowln Quit 

(nS Kll'liiill'll). 
3fi ytiant. 


Allitlt Ivormii pAulhtor KbwrAh 
Klina. (married Alitntd Klutii. 
Kitmi, of 
11 uimw :ty 


M.ilniiELrmjd Kliiifi 
(of IjharaNl), 
S3 yeats. 


Muriel Ktuill {of Dt- 1 Ijitln), 


UuE^Otll Ktian (l)iteln). 


Mimglitvr 
<niftTru , ii t<> 
Al lull K^racn 
Klmn). 


Abdul ilas3fl.ii 
Ktmu (lioaawft). 


Ahmed Klein. 


Ah regards the influence of Haidar Khan over the surrounding districts, 

1, Between Gcimwn and [din,m comes the fertile Lirawi territory under Haj) 
ilbsaan Khan, who, shortly before my arrival at Bunder Uig, had clicked ej quarrel with 
tho Turk tribes living round Zvitmi under the leadership ol Eimur Agha t tlm Ak 
Chehre and Jugutuin : mid during my stay news arrived ot the kdlmg vA foliiukli Kama 
of thy Lirawi* by ids opponents Both sides were appealing to Haidar Khun to settle 
L.he dispute* The letter of wefe-conduct, which tile khan gave mu tor the Khan oi 
Lirawi this brother-in daw) was distinctly of the nature of mi urtler. 

2, ! mu ml Kbitn, of Shahlmncara, u large district m (joining 1 lay at motul to the 
south-‘'cist also appealed to Haidar Khan In settle a quttml which lie mid with the 
iiniMirtaut iiswli^tili branch of the Kushgui tribe. On the oilier band, A ow days 

nroviouslv Mohammed Hasten Kb;.. Urn Iviudigub* hud rant iwcutv-hve horsemen 

ull the wii v ftcriifla tho mournnins to Hand or 1%, with a loiter asking the gwd oh ices 
of I Laidur Kbari lit tb^sameulM. (N B,—M^hutnlSted flswHML Koshgnli bad pui'cbiwed 

lost year IVoili tlie Persian Guvenunehi the louse ol the district, ot Mazara ter 'nJJtHi 
tomm'is: a certain Seyvid J aider of Hint district, late deputy lor Shiraz in the Medjliea, 
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afterwards misrepresented to the Government that the district belonged to him, and 
pate over the W to the Khan of Shahbancam in return for i m help. I,he Kashguli 
chief justly denial ids that either Ids G.000 tomans should be returned, or the district 

banded over to him). . ,, * 

S. Haidar Khun is in constant correspondence with the Kaehgai ehiGli^ 

The armed force at the disposal of Haidar Klmn comprises, oa far as I could 
flacortuiiL in nomrnl times; Hayat Daoud t 1,500 -3,000 tulangchis; lludlulleh, 700 
tulangchis; besides the contingents from Gen ftwa and Lirawi, the numbers oi which I 

do not yet know, . t 

Biuee the death of Haidar Klutu's father* sixteen years ago, tho influence ot the 
Khan ol‘ Hayat- Daoud has undoubtedly grown, d’he present chief is a very pleasantly- 
Epoken* quiet rain, much liked by liia tnheamen for piety and Justice. In boyhood he 
and his brother Mohammed Khan were retained as hostages hy the then governor ot 
the Gulf porta, and were brought up with the residency dragomans, ^ Both be anti lua 
brothers aiill mistrust the Persian Government bo much that they will not venture out 
of their territory. That* however, did not prevent him acceding to the request of the 
Uerya Begi in May 1 you* when ho dispatched over 400 armed men to Bushire to enable 

him to make Ins expedition to Taugis^uu . , ,, , . 

Melons oj Haidar with Brkhh. -Tlh relations with the r^iftnoy have been 
very friendly for years, and the courageous personal assistance which be gave the 
resident muf His >iujosty's ship «Highflyer” in arresting pirates at Geuawa in 1908 
will ba nimcmbercch It seems not improbable that his policy is to gain the favour 
and goodwill of the British authorities in order to consolidate Ide own position iu trim: 
of need. His friendsldj) is worth cultivating, llo is tlie owner of Kharg (Garrick) 
Ifllaud, No railway passing from tlie dtrcction of Arabistau tew a ids the .scull > to 
Bughit'c, or behind it, could ovoid passing through Hayat Hacud temtory. 

His Vwm » t —Like all the other ruling khans of t|aao parte, he pm mfl to take a 
gloomy view of the prospects of the Persian Government being able to recover any 
administrative power over thy outlying and tribal districts of bars. 1 sun not at nil 
sure that these khans would not be altdmther displeased il this prove tho caao, 
provided tbat tlmy are able to nminbiin their own independent f pos^tton aiid are 

lejnt to manage their tribal abhirs like the Arab sheikhs of the opposite coast. . 

He wan very frank iu giving me his views on the present state CJ f idlairH in 
Southern Pereisj, and they are worth note. He was much interested in the rising of 
ILaliim Klmn in the north, and read tne out from j t letter received from lamai Khan 
of y babbit neurit containing ullusions to ihe troubii.' into wlucb tlio events ut Ardubu 
had thrown the ^evemiuent; lKitb chiefs evidehtL' hsul a poor opinion of the proapects 
of the Medjlisis. Haidar Khan said that t his Medjliss had no AI sVialude " in Inin, which 
was composed of many distinct elements, und thut att regards Bushke, s*t any rate, it was 
only to pleate ihv kmal governor ilmt the go-called elections liad wen held. Ihe 
tribtemoP eared little for what the Bushire Anjuman said. Ismail Khan ^rote in a 

similar strain. . „ , 

Tribal Distrust of Ptfemnt Minister of Interior .—But the point on winch bo mai 
must stress was the mistrust by the southern tribes of the Bardar Assad us Minister of 
tee li|terior, and their iiTeeoncihution to unything which ueemed to threaten ft 
Bnkhliari inedominauco over them. + . 

According to Haidar Khun, Urn Lur ami Kuehgai tribes with which ho ifi con¬ 
nected thought that Sardar Assad wished to instiLute a Bakhtum sovereignly. I bey 
saw Hejof' Kuli Khan, Minister of the Interior. The SaniBam-e&-Siiltaneli at Ispahan* 
Hy lw Khan unpointed to Lkdihehun (wlikih Is Kuhgelu Country, and for long under the 
J?’urs Government)* one ftukhtiari sent to Yi?wf and another uomimilly aB Imad of the 
military IbrceB of FakUr-uLMulk* governor of Arabtsian, though really to institute a. 
Bakhtinri survodlance over tho Surdnr Alfa. „ 

He underateod that two inmortaut pioi^onagcH had iat ho mod the " dcsigmi ot tho 
Burdad Angml, via., Boulet^Od-Dowleh, likhaiki of the Kate gab, anrl iSardttr Aria, 
sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Soulot^ed-Dowleh has about 2,000,(Jtfp men under \m coimmiml, and jk treated ikp a 
king in his IriU 1 ; he is really a greater ehielluin tlian the Bakhtinri Khites* and did 
mu rebdi one or them over himhs Minister of ilio Interior. That was the position 
generally taken up lay llu' Kashgui and Lur tribes, of which the llaj'at Daoudis are eui 
oflkhooti. Tim Luis of Kara were continually making raids on the Bakhtiaiis, and, as 
ru^.u'ds tho govermucrii of n Baklitiari Khan in Bel > be ban over the overloidship > d the 
iSindnr Asniid as Minister of tbo Interior, they would not submit (tainkin nomakunajHSj. 
tI?U4] 3 L 
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Haidar Khan also stated that Smilet-ed-Dow]eh had written to himself ami tu other 
khans, &,g.. of Sh&hbancara representing Ids objections to the present regime. _ 

There is considerable confirmation from other sources of the views thus assigned to 

tho 8oulet-ed-DoWleh iad Snrdar At- tr, ... , 

Mr. Wilson is constantly referring to Shilch Klmsals misgivings ns to the 
intentions of the Sardur Assad and Baklitturi interference in A tabistan, evidently 

foreseeing future attacks on life own puritiqu, 

As to the Soule Bed-Dow 1 eh, it seems quite possible that the bottom ol all the 
present raiding in Fare, and dfezignmnent hut ween the Gowernor-Gefl^ral ajid the 
Jlkhani may lie the latter's dislike of the SardaV Assad occupying the pom n on el Munster 
of the Interior, A Shiraz! well connected %'. itb the Kafihgai tril>e told ub iliat ihn 
Eknitai-cd-DowletI in his correspondence irill nor give the usual titles of the Minister 
of the Interior to Snrdar Assad. Mr. Clu tafona* and his party on their way from Sh mz 
were stopped by a large force of Kashgals at Dnshturjiu, and one of the chads asked 
Mr. Christmas much to his surprise win:' her lie reincmbored the story of ( hai-lqs [l. 
11 Wo are going e r■■ bring back Mohammed Ah Shall, just as they did Clmi'lcs Fl- 
Mr. Bill, waiting on the 1st Dee* in her, thinks that the Soulel-ud-l towledi is evidently 
determined to show his hnstihG I-" the present regime by all (he means in his power. 

Lidwless ulatc of Ktthyelu i •ititHit'if.- IIaiiIar Khan als'i gaie me in the course of 
conversation details which show the wild and mile pendent nature ot the tubes north* 


west of Shiraz, . 

The Boir-Ahmedi tribe, winch was alleged to have assaulted M. 1 a^ek lina, lor the 
last few years been most unruly. It uum^urs 7,000 riflemen at least* and they are 
cunning fighters (the Kughtdu ui whom they form a clan nil rn tier inqie than KHJ.O(K), it 
was estimated). The firmer have kdl |j d all their own pre-ini neat chiefs* tnis ycai Wali 
Khan and Shahiti Khan, Ids son; last year Kerim Khun, Bahadur-edDowkh with 
twerii v-livo men nf the trilie who wore escorting Znigha rived-Dow lob, ux Ilkhimi qi the 
Kanhgais on hfe way to Behluahari as governor, Zeighiini was urily released Iroin irupri- 
&ilament after great difttaultv by Hmitat-ed-Drjwleli his in-other, Mney live in small 
forttBMea hi the mountains east of Behb'ehnn where they have supplies of provisions 
and water. 

The passes to their strongholds are inaccessible and it would eo.Ht the Governor of 
Shiraz a very largo sum to capture even a few' of them. 

The Chi.TiHUiiis, a Knhgntu tribe, Iasi year captured a cannon sent by the Behbehan 
GovorJitncml in order to force them to pay "'maliyat M and iiuvn cl it, Ihe Persian 
offietafe kept the mat ter quiet. 

The position in tlm Mamateum district (a lief <>i the Moin-et-1 ujjar, Shahh&ncara 
Brothers and Siud-efi-Sult-aimh, late governor of the Gulf porta) can be little batter, 
Bushman Ziari, llUHtemi, Bakkesh, and Juwidt mv the four trite* concerned. They 
have [Hiid no tribute for three years ; in 1007 they looted Maid-es- Sultan ell as he waft 
returning from Bn ah ire. 

Umnng my slay at I tig., Haidar Khan received news that an officer sent by the 
Govei'iLor-denernl of Furs with a cannon uiid soldiers to exact tribute had been attacked 
in Mainaaennij and the cannon captured. 

It would scorn that Lht- Persian Government have before them a tremendous task, 
should they try to reduce the Kushg&i, Kuhgelu and coast dfetiicta to order. 

' - H, G. CHICK. 


[8675] No, 358, 

Sir iu Barclay to Sir Edward Grvy .— (Jiceehcd March Id.} 

(No. 25.) 

Sir h Tehran, February 10, 10X0. 

WITH reference (omy telegram So. TIT of the Gth September last, I have (he 
hommr to transiuit herewith copy of a despatch from Bits Majesty k acting consul’ 
general at Tubnstw offering uliuervatious sm Mnkh her-es-Sulla tivh s record as Govornor- 
Geneml of Azerbaijan after live monlte of his ad mmfet ration. 

L have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 
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Enclosure in No + 358, 

Acting Couxid-Gencml Smart, to Sir G. Barclay* 

gf r ° 10.) Tahrctz, February 3, 1910. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. E87 of the 5th September hist, I venture to 
offer tiie following observation* on Mukhber-es*Saltoneh 3 a record aw Governor-General 
with reference to the general situation in Azerbaijan after live months of his 

administration. . . „ ... T ,. . 

On his arrival here last August, lIig Governor-General found himself between tiio 
R'isstuii troops, whose commanders from Elio start, adopted a howtihi attituifo towards 
him, arid iho fedais umEur Saitar and Bagfaer, whu terrorised all the administrative^ 
teid ihe population. He ivas soon made to I'eH tltat he could expect no sympathy from 
the Russian consul at e-general. Having no (roopf, the new governor was compelled it> 
wurk with the fedais, and, deceived, as ho has frankly confessed to me, by too spun qua 
rcpulation of Sattar mid Bagher in Europe, he really hoped to be abb |to work with 
them. However, although willing to use them, he quickly showed that ho intended to 
be their master. Gradually the interference of the fat lata in s&dminfetwtiVte affairs was 
cheeked ; their terrorising mi arum] vies wore reudured very difficuli ; the fed at police 
was largely reduced ; (he tadais in on Living parts of the province, as Khoi, Sail mis, &c. p 
wem recalled; Satlur, in spite of life determinetl oppoHiticu, was forced to leave for 
Ai'ds'bil ;• the Anjumau, under the nstuu 1 direction of ilnkhher-ea-Sidtouch, was almost 
imperceptibly reduced to tiija slate of insigniJicauco which it stLll enjoys, A governor 
was sent to Ururmu ; ihe Kltan *A Maku was reconciled to the new regime ; bhupued- 
Bovvleh waa treated with honour arid eonfirmed in the governorshipoT JLafagha. Even 
the Shabeevana were beginning to tender their submission, dhree things efnubiucd to 
ruin the promise of those early days; firstly, the disgraceful nonduet- of Matter at 
Ardebil, ending in the alienation of tlio Shnhsevaus; secondly, tlie rcpllion of 
Rahim Khan; and thirdly, and diirlly T tire eriiniual negligence of the Persian 
Government in leaving the Governor-General so long without troops, _ I have no 
hesitation in saying that, if the IVrjjinn Government last August had dsnatched to 
Tabreez the efficient force which finally, without a foreign loan but with the knifo at 
their throats, they dispatched in Kovmubcr, the disorders ia Eastern Azerbaijan^would 
never have assumed the proportions of a regular rebellion, while the Governor-General 
would not have been forced to compromise with the fodais. 

The rebellion in Eastern Azerbnijim undid moat of the governor's work, 
Whatever troops were available had to bo «ent eastwards, including oven half tlio 
precious Coseacks. Sattur returned from Ardebil, in l ariated, for ho imagined that 
the Govcrnor-Geiieral liad lured him into a death-trap there. 1 lesur round ed hi nisei E 
in his quarter with several hundred fedais, and rolii|fed to leave Pa brae 2. 1 strongly 

advised Iho tlnvernor-Gcneral (o seize the favourable moment, wlicu Sattar was 
tljomugldy disuroditcd T and expel him by force. Mukhber-ea-Saltanehj however, not 
without reason, feared to lake uxtrctm 1 measures. In the event of disorders, lie feared 
the intervention of the Russian troops, which, lie knew, would take «ueh a form a^ (o 
discredit- him. He feared also ihc effect of disorders in Tabreesi on Epfetern Azerbaijan 
as well aft on the various elements in the province, which were intently watching the 
new ndiuhitatrLition ami havering on the bordar-Hne of revolt.. 

While not daring to go for Sal tar, the Govtirrwjr-G *#rul llclB > rCt ^hown 
cm ts I dura Ide lirmness towards liic fednis. He even hanged a ledai, a near relation of 
^ ;l i far Khiin, who had committed a murder. This m-t ol justice aroused the ire of the 
fedata* and they began to threaten the Governor-General Anonymous letters were 
thrown into the consulates, denouncing MukldKU'-es-Saltaueh as a reLictionai'y , and 
demanding his dismissal. The governor is nervous for life personal safety,and he told 
me that, bo feared mi ^irwdd from the revolutionary cbuiniitteos in die Gaunitstis. 

Hatter's positM is stfU mipleasnutly strong, imd be is utirortanaiely supported by 

the now Turkislt con an I general, llhtver Hey, who ... to be a luisdiicf-nuiker. 

Sattar fears for life life, and always gate qul wish a large anned escort* Violent act ion 
against- him might now result in bloodshed. I fear that Mukhber-t's-Haliuneh is 

Til Ell 

% 

but go they must, if Ihe Temau$ wjwh to get rid of the Russian troops from 
Azerbaijan. As long as those two rascals tiro here* the Fodat organisation cannot bo 


against hull might now result m oloOilstmu. t tear 'um Lmii(iiutT-L , S'C!auni]L.i.i m 
nnUkolv to ferct! Sattar to go at any rate, not before the sdtIAment of the rebellion in 
Eastern Azerbaijan. It is meet desitablb that the central GoycnniLcm should insist bn 
the departure of both Battar and Itaghcr from Azcrtaiijim. I’hey can go with honour, 








broken up, $nd, until it is broken up, most Europeans here would view with alarm the 

departure of the Russian troops fromTabrcez. 

T imiat c$nJl# aa that my expectations of Muklibcr'es-Sakancb nave been somewhat 
disappointed. He is not weak; on the contrary, he has governed with considerable 
firmness. I would rather reproach ham with excessive prudence and deliberation. 
Where a holder man would act with the recklessness which often brings success, 
Miikhber-es-Sa3taneh will defer action in a very irritating manner. My Russian 
colleague, although he seems lo have slightly modified his first rnisympathctic altitude, 
is always very impatient with Muldil)er-es“Snlhtnch f whom he looks on as a German 
dreamer and not a mnu of action. M. Miller has considerable justification for Ids 
impatience, but lie makes no allowances lor the governor^ difficulties. 

It is possible that Ala-edDowleh might be more suitable for Azerbaijan at this 
moment than Mukhber-cs-Siilhmch. Alii-ocl-Dowlch, being aide to rely on Russian 
support, would probably hang n number of ted ids, and bis reputation for savagery 
would have an excel km I effect on the unruly elements in ihc province, whether fetluis 
or tribesmen. On the other hand, he would not ho helped by personal popularity, such 
as Mufeld>er ^0 Sahimdi enjoys. However, whoever of the two be the better governor, 
Tabriz wants Mukhber-us.&dluiiuh. After all, it ift difficult to disregard entirely the 
evident desire of the centre of nationalism for an enlightened governor of the new 
school, Besides, Mukliber^e^Saltsiiek is far from being a weak governor. Moreover, 
his frugality, his rectitude, his obvious-sincerity, his jealous care of the public money T 
his industry and lack of personal prejudices arc qualities which few, if any, other 
Persian governors possess. Hut for the Russian attitude, I am inclined to think that 
Mukhbor-es’EaHanelp in spite of his regrettable lack of boldness* would be the most 
suitable governor for Azerbaijan* 

' Hie general situation is not viuy uticouragiug. The Jack of capable subordinates 
greatly increased the Howi-iior-t!cneiiil’a d iflieultfes* The huhii question being-atm 
unsettled, the prospect of die withdrawal of the Russian troops from Tabreez is? emote. 
hi Eastern Azerbaijan the situation has improved, and ihc t iov eminent forecE seem to 
be getting the upper hand of the rebels, lkifc, even if the rebellion is suppressed, there 
will long be, as there hns always been in the past, a certain amount of unrest in those 
regions* ft would mu therefore be difficult for the KuBai.ans to find pinusiblc excuses 
lor prolonging the occupation of Eastern Azerbaijan. 'I here in much pessimism at 
Tabriz, where the prevailing impression seems to he that the Russian troops in 
Azrrhnijsm haw come to slay. This pessimism is of course largely based on local 
prijuusas, while 1 ho fate of Azerbaijan depends rather Oil ihe central l jOviu ament. 
However, a sect inn of Pors|ns here thi nks that nothing drum either at Tehran or 
Tmbrs&z will avail against ihu altitude of Russian agents. As loug t they argue, ecs, 
lightly or wrongly, the impression prevails in Azerbaijan that Russia t from hostility 
to the na\t irgiiin-, in nhvuys on the side of disorder, the efforts of the central Govern- 
meiit. and the provincial authorities to restore lasting peace to this sorely-tried province 
can hardly be crowned with success, 

1 have, &c, 

W. A. SMART, 


[8676] No. 359, 

Sir a Barclay fo Sir Ethmrd Gray.-—(2?i»<?£ued March I L) 

(So. 20*) 

Tm^an, February 24, 1910. 

IN Tehran the- feature of the past few weeks litis been the unfortunate increase of 
auti-Unssinn feeling. 

S hi the 5Ui instant tint Modjliss uttered its protest at the continued stay of the 
Russian troups oil Persian soil by unanimously posting a vote of censuro upon Aia-es- 
SuJtaiieh fur the luck of oiuirgy lie was alleged to have shown in Ida ellorts tu neon re 
their withdrawal. Since the fall of the Minuter for Foreign Affairs there has been 
nothing in the Mi'djlifis tlisit could lie construed as n demon strati™ against the Russian 
troops, but tho general feeling towards Russia is undoubtedly one o£ profound distrust 
and hoslilily, and nugurs ill lor the chances of the Mydjlise accepting l.lrn joint advance 
from the two Powers, the terms of which wort' cuimiHiricnlcd to the Acting Minister 
for Foreign Affairs on the Itiih instant. Apart from ilm overmastering grievance of the 
presence of the Uus-niim troop*, (lime are other minor ones of recent dovclopineiii. 
Deep i-oseiitmenl is h-lt at Russia's she I luring lltthitn Khan, her action being regarded 


225 


as confirming the suspicion generally entertained by Persians that the recent rebellion 
was abetted by Russia, and public feeling has been still further Wised by a conflict 
which has arisen betweli the Minister of War and Colonel Vadbolski, the iu^i.in 
officer commanding the Cossack brigade, who has dismissed two Persian Cossack 
officers for a breach of discipline, and refuses to reinstate them, although ordered to to 
so by the Minister of War. This latter incicln.it seemed at one time like y to provoke 
:m interpellation in the Medjlies which would doubtless have led to a demonstration 
against the position of the Russian officers of the brigade, F or innately wiser counsels 

In Azerbaijan the situation has somewhat cleared with ihe overthrow of Rahim 
Khan, but in Tubrcez Saitar Klnm and Hugher Khan are still a source or anxiety, ami 
Hjk Majesty's acting consul-general reports that_nni.il these two men are disposed oi 
most Europeans would view with alarm the withdrawal of theRussian traops fiom 
Tabreez. In the Ardebil district, according to the Minister of the Inferior, 
seviina have made their submission, and promised to restore the plunder taken am mg 
the late rising. Russian damages on account nf die rebellion are accused by " l0 
Russian consul at 80,1 OIL, partly against Rahim Khan and pst# against the bha^ 
aevans, but, though my Russian colleague thinks this estimate will be reduced, it can 
hardlv be hoped that the Shsibsevans will restore sufficient plunder to satisty the 
Russian claim, ami as the Russian Government have informed the Persian Government 
that unless the Shuh&vaua are pmlished and Russian losses made good Russia win take 
tin- matter into her own hands, it is more than possible that Russia will at a convenient 
season herself undertake an expedition against this tribe, with which she lias old scores 

to eel tie. , . r i 

From Fare the news is anything but good. Caravans appear to ho name ireeiy 

the route via Jereh from Bush ire to Shiraz, hut the saf# of this road is dependent on 
the good pleasure of Soulot-ed-Dowleh, at whose dictation the cental Government 
autasdtuted it for the road vii Razcrun as ihe route for the safety of which they would 
answer. Soulot--ed-l)owleh^ attitude h disquieting. It will be seen from my despatch 
Wo. 23 of the 17th February that Mr. VfofcfWd Chick reports that the tribal, duets 
in Ears generally arc- opposed to Hie Bakhtiari influence in the present Government, 
and I have since received a telegram from His Majesty’s acting conoid-general at 
Bushire containing indications that tmable in brewing at the hands of Sgulet cd-itowidg 
who may be intending to attack the Bakhtiari influence which bus become wo powerful 
since the ravelution, and in antagonism to which, Major Trevor mys, the hlicikh ot 
Mohammerah, the Kuhgelu and tribal chiefs are known to be m sympatiiy with tho 

Kashgai. , , T . 

Whatever muv be Soule t-ed-Ikiwlph’s designs the situation at Far a seems to bo at 

his mercy, and as*the Persiun Government cannot hope, at any rate in their present 
condition, to subdue him, Sardar Assad would bo wise to fry to come to terms wUh 
him > and this courso is being pressed upon him by Nasr-ui-Mulk and others, 

I have, 

G, BARCLAY. 


[8677] No. 3GO. 

Ab> G. Barclay te Edward Grey—(Received March 14.) 

27 '- 1 Tehran, February 25, 3010. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No r 360. 

\ 

Summary of EimU in Persia jor four weeks endhuj February 25, 1910. 


Tehran. 

THE British and Russian Legations in termed the Fersian Government on the 
16th instant of the conditions under which the two Governments would be prepared to 
advance a sum of 'tUOjOOOl, jointly. 

[1701=] * * M 
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2, The Minister of Finance, on the 20th January, submitted to th^ 

Assembly a project with regard to the eufejent ot sevejt lorcign gJP 1 ^* " w 
Ministry, whoso salary should aggregate S /,240 tomaiiB (H^OOIp). 
rpfpm'il to the Finance Obmmittec of the I louse* * n * j 

On the M, inrtn.il Aln-aAttonnh, the Fonsien «■. atmelkted 

regarding the continual prepuce of itoreian trooj* ... l««*. 

(lisnlavetl liv several deputies and the alUfid inaction ol the 1 oiUcii Mimfctvi <s 
7^™fv XeiSd ™"ki Zideh spoke for over half at. hour, ami revived the creurn- 
ataneea under winch the ltumnan troops had origim.ll.v i» *•* 

to tlie circular issued by Eilssh. to the Phwera on the ijccasKm, ii «hidI. it ** ^1 
tl ]a t the troops would be withdrawn as soon as order land been igstoigd. li t ashed the 
Foreign Minister to inform the House whether lie had 

withdrawal of the troops beyond inentiMn.ij* the matter m W 

Eli a tea mrtv. lie desired to know whether any direct representations had 
™de cither at St. Petorsburgh or in London. The replies given by the Ioreigu 
Minister and the Undersecretary tor Foreign M $ur» srere^not ||||dered to lie 
2 |Sbr^ and when the motion was put the foreign Master Faded to obtain a 

™ te to his Jw bythe Assembly, AJa ^ W^jUd «t 

be is (.11.00 &?n that d%. The aanw uvonmg the Mm were^ormu 1 thrt. AW 
Suit si ip! i having resigfeU, the Komigi. Ministry would be umlw tlrn dmrto rt hakk.U- 
ul-Mulk, the Uiidcr-#wt»ry. The* is good nm to tohiAi, H t ;,t da 
Ala-cs-Sullsm h’s didmissiil had for some tune been in coutoi..|dauon, and th.lt lus 
dismissal under i be above oiroumitanoea was intended to give more force to the demon 

Strstiou ajjui j IIH[flll( , the budget presented by the Minister for War tor tha four 

*“T S£s *t2$£* te,Hf Sf& p4 *— - *• 

affairs wore Lit with in the course of the sittings. fU ™ f* 
Swl.i proposed Idutract la, drawn up with Mr. George Now whose aervicSS 
nro toitiporarify being placed by the Tidcgrapl. Department at the ihsposal ol the 

Persian IVlOfifraph Adii uniat ration. + , , .1 

3 m ) W-The - Irau-i-Neu " has of late boon, .1 possible, even more violently 

anti-Russian in tone than before. Information which Us reached 11m Majtst; » 
Lcoju, however, indicates that it is managed by an Aru.01.ian, who | ™idy to 
,1,.u,oo the tone of Iho paper lbr a considers horn Since the Angio-HusMa» b*«oa jw »n 
advance have lieon communion ltd to ilie Persian Govormuonl the Jian-i-Aau has 
strrm glv-advocated their rejqe®^n®uii<k ol patriotism* CHURCHHI 


Tabrse& 

1 Mr. Shipley arrived on Iho 10th February anil artUliied Uic ihitios of His 
Majesty’s consul at Tkdirue*. Mr, Smart loft on the 16th February lur Tehran on route 

to Slnna^ ^ |>t (ho Government forces under Yefrwin, Sardar Bahadur, 

San,ad hhim, ami Baghcr Khan, which had concentrated -at Al.i r attacked and 
■kool. d tho forces of Uahiin Khan near that placo. Rahim Khan lh-d .l id was 
pursued by the two former commanders. Hp, however, roade^ood hie escape to Itu eaian 
territory, acaompwrieil hv some of his family. Two guns, eight lua.Ls ; ammuwrt^i 
and lbihim KIiiL prisoners foil Into the hands of the pursuing force. She Kim ,Sevan 
and Karo-high chiefs, including (taliim Khan's nephew, Kenin Khan, have oil miida 
[heir police with tho Government. Rahim Khan is ruporLed to have taken With him a 
large amount of plundoml merchandise. 

JiaM 

’IVanipiillitv lias prevailed. The Bationaliat vnluutsers have been disarmed, and 
>200 men of tho 'KUOuj regiment arc m garrison 1,1 * tC 11 

Mcsfu'd. 

1 Gill ot has prevailed at Meshed nnd in KbpreMitl. It apfuni religions 

oloiiicnl is organising its forces for a struggle aguiget the new order of things, iho 
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Governor-General is, however. working m accord with tbo Nationalist disle^tes from 
Tehran and it seems probable that lie will retain ollice. Thera arc persistent rgmours 
tliat Prince Haljija has been calleil upon to resign and will soon leave Meshed* There 
is a good deni of friction between him and the chief of police* 

2. A u order has been issued cal brig on fill foreign subjects to register themselves at 
the nffide of tho chief of police, This caused some Aarm to th& Afghan il ogent ,J _ who 
appealed to His Majesty’s opusiiLgeneraL Major Sykes has jirrnnged with the chief of 
police that Afglnm subjects shall be given plenty of time to provide themselves with 
passports. 

3. On tho night of the a 1st January one of tho Russian Cossack officers was very 
drunk and disorderly and fired live shots from a revolver. The police shepherded him 
home and sent him his head-gear in the morning. 


Tui'hat^i^Hai-dcri. 

1. Captain Hkourratt returned from Kbit on tho 19th December and left on tho 
22nd for Mefdied. 

2. The following movements of Russian GossflcIcs arc reported On the 20th 
December h three arrived from Meshftd; on the 27th, sis arrived from KurU for^Kerman ; 
on the 31st, two arrived from Earia ; on thy 4 Jth January, fvix arrived from Kerman en 
raul.c to Itussia vi;\ KariK ; six of tho Turbat escort leit on tho I3tb January for H-u&sia 
viA Kariz^ and six ariived from liiuniur Abbas eft nottio to Russia vii Kariz. 

3. Alieky SaLr Khan’s stranghokl, was attacked on the 31st December by the 
Government troops. The commander of the latter was slightly wounded early in the 
tight whereupon bis men immedintely withdrew, Salar Khan's wife and children are 
pris mers, He wrote- on the L8th Jniuiary to His Majesty ’h vice-consul disking h.ir 
protection on fclitt ground that ins gmndiather came from British Baluchistan, and he 
therefore considered lninSlf a British subjaet. Hu was iiifc®med that the reasons put 
forward by him were not sufficient to warrFLnt British mtarierence. He is now emloa- 
voiirirrr to make tenus with the Government, 

■o 


SiSiVton. 

i. [b appears from a detailed report of Mir Jiaisd's intfiided raid on Bern and 
Nurmashir that lie had collet ltd some 4,000 men and had begun to move when the 
col lee Lion of Persian troops at Bam and some trouble with Sard&t Yakub Khan in 
his rear Induced him to alter his plana and disperse his following^ He talked ot 
resuming operatic^ in the spring, but meanwhile the Persian authorities seemed to be 
collecting troops for an expedition into lbs Barhad. Major 0 Connor sent MirJiand a 
warning similar to that addressed to the other saiAars 

i, Major O'Guimor visited Koli-i-Matik Siab on the 2Gtb Dccoml^r and reached 
Soistan on Ins return oil tha tilth January, 

b. Tn all 5,300 camels and 498 men had by the 1st January passed through Awaz 
from , Afghanis tan bound SuuLh, prosuinahly lbr arms. 

litpctft tin. 

1. Quarrels have been frequent among the local authorities. These arc apparently 
due to the clergy, who bcmtinuH to make etlbrta tO' retain tht-tr inllucnee, 'I he latest 
nom, however, is to the offoct tliat Aghsi Najfdi and his two sons arc preparing to 
lisive Ispahan for Karbela. They with to place thfjr Extensive landed pra^orty undot 
foreign |iroto(itioji, On the 5th’ February fifty or sixty seyylda began forcibly closing 
the shops in tho bazaar and crying out ngniust the Assmubly, Itakhtiafi gunrtk were 
sent to renpen tho shops and the Hevyids were forced to retire, Subsequently it u'ew 
proclaimed by crier that any une ei^sitig his shop would have his goods pillaged and his 
life tiikon. The notion of tho soyyitk was inttinded ns a protest against the ohiel of 
pnlicii, who In id tom up and returned to Agha Kajafi a letter calling lor the relcnso of a 
prineiiML 1 . On tho 17til Fob^miT & second attempt to close tho bazaars was made by a 
priest who had quarrelled with the police, T'ho shops wore again forcibly opened by 
the authorities, 

2. All lioaa Khan, oldest son of S!argbam-os-Siiltanoh, Bakhtinri, is to marry a 
sister of ^ouleta d-Dowleh, tho Knfch^ai chief. As mnmnges of Kasligai women 
outside tho tribe are rare, this alliance k probably prompted by some ulterior taotive* 

3. I hiring tho first ha}of February all the Wds to Ispahan were safe* and posts 







Arrival regularly. The Shiraz road remained undisturbed liiiftU the 16 th February, on 
which date a robbery was committed at Qrchuu by Forty robbers p stud to be Kuhgeluis. 
On this date the whole triad from Orchini to Shiraz was stated by the postal ofHoiais to 
be very unsafe. Thu other roads remain undisturbed. 


L The town bus remained quiet; the roads have also been, undisturbed, excepting 
the Kerman road, on which, in tbe middle of February, several robberies were reported 
The robbers, who are said to be Tutakis, Cha.hu r rah is, Uiehatiis r and Fakalibis, under 
Fezkdi G:\njali h frequent the road between Y|jb& and Anar. The governor states 
that be lias dispatched forces to dear the ruad. The governor recently informed 
Mr. Blackman that Ills present post was altogether too small for him, and that he would 
probably be succeed id in it by one of his nephews in the next two mouths. It appears 
that Sadr-ul-Ulema, whose beating wjjs reported Inst month* was severely but not 
cruelly hi ate el. Ho was kept in custody until the 24th January, since when the 
governor Inna been on friendly terms with him. 

2. M. AdamofT, whose departure for Ispahan \y&s delayed by the illness of one of 
Ins Cossacks, left Yoad lor Tehran at the end of January, 


Kerman shah. 

1. The now governor, Nizam-ea-Sidtaneh, arrived on the 8th January with 
100 horsemen and 500 infantry. By the end of the month he had been joined by 
200 Siujabi and flo Nanakali horsemen, while 200 others were being mistrd locally and 
drilled. The measures taken by the governors have so far preserved order in the town, 
but Vi is failure to rlcn.1 severely with some of the more important disturbers of the peace 
ia likely to diminish the respect for his authority. He. is also handicapped by the 
emptiness of the Treasury. Early in February Sulard-Masud, the Quran chief and 
governor cl Kasr-oShiriif, was ordered by the governor Lo come to Kern i any huh with 
his regiment and taxes. He replied that, being in (marge of the border, lie could not 
comply. The governor repeated his summons, and Salar-i-.Majmd has since been in 
consultation with Daoud Khan, KnLh ur* chief of the tribes. Ti Baoud Khun has ordered 
the road-guards on the Kiisr-i-Sbirin road to cense exacting blackmail from earuvuiiH, 
Most of the roads continue saf<? T but several robberies are reported on the Kangowar- 
Hamadan road. 

2, Captain Crosslu, left for Kiisr-KSfcfiriii on the 29th January, He has 

been puateu to Muscat. 

Ramadan. 

Surdftrd-Naaii has assumed the governorship. He lias not so far displayed much 
ability, and several robberies have occurred since hts arrival. 


Kerman. 

The governor, who intended to visit Haluchlstuu and interview the Baluchi sardara 
hi nisei f, has been compel led to abandon the idea partly because the Central Government 
were unable to give him the money lie asked for, ana partly because of the danger of 
disorders occurring in Kerman on his departure. I’he reappearance of gangs of robbers 
on the Kerman-Yesid road may also have oaused him to remain in Kerman. He has, 
however, dispatched a representative to interview the wirdars. It seems that early in 
Jan nary ho received a tetter from Setrdar Bevy id Khan,'saying that us he is head of all the 
Pars tribes, and the Baluchis know him well, they are quite willing to submit to him ; but 
as the Persian t love rn me til is powerless, and u [fairs are in disorder, the Baluchis do not 
know vfchufc to da The town has romalued quiet, but the issue of police regulations 
restricting the sale of opium haa caused a good deal of discontent, 


Shiraz. 

et Finnan Firma haying resigned the post of Governor* 
been appointed to it. He is at. present in Tehran, 
the di : facto governor »f Pars, mid, in accordance with 
it Jinoli route to Bush ire. tie recently paid a num of 


over lOOi. to His Majesty 1 ? consul, in settlement, of a claim of Messrs, Dixon and Go. 
for goods robbed by Kasbgulis* The Kazcrun route to Busliire and the Ispahan road 
continue unsafe, several posts having been robbed, The telegraph line has also been 
repeatedly interfered with near Konar Takhieh. 

Pkksian Guiur. 


Ensure. 

1. Mirza Hussein, lately clerk to the German consulate,, baa been elected one at 
the two Gulf ports members for the National Assembly. It is reported that he has not 
definitely resigned Ids post in the German consulate, but has taken leave for two 
years, during which Ids brother, Mintu Ha gg kn. will act for him. The German consul 
formally informed the Persian Foreign Office agent that Mirwt Huweili had resigned 
Ida appointment; but the met that Mirza Elassan, who is a most inefficient clerk, has 
been appointed to the vacancy lends colour to the rumour* which haa possibly Bome 
foundation, Mirza ITu&sein is regarded by many as a German spy, and Ill? presence in 
the local assembly is resented, but apparently no one has enough moral courage to 
expose him. 

2. The governor is reported to have received a telegram from the Sipahadur at 
Tehran, informing him that the customs premises he Bushing* which are owned by the 
Moin-ut-Tumr, and for which he charges a preposterous rent of 90L per mensem, have 
been placed under attachment, apparently owing to the Mein's failure to carry out 
certain necessary repairs and improvements,. This is satisfactory news, if it means that 
the Persian Government is going to acquire the premises* 


Nnhiimmcrah. 

1. Tile Imperial Bank of Persia opened a branch hero early in January* 

2. lbs Majesty's acting consul, writing on lh« 8th January, stated that ho 
did not think that there was any foundation for the idea which prevailed at 
Ahwaz, that the sheikh was encouraging people to harry the Bakhfciari tribes. He 
believed that the sheikh was determined to keep the peace and maintain his present 
strong position. The sheikh's objection? to the present constitutional regime were 
probably mainly personal, and not based on any radical dislike to constitutional ideas 
in Persia. 

3. The sheikh lias paid in full bin debt of 2JJ00L to Me sere, Lynch. 

4. There are now LOO British subjects registered at the consulate, as against fifty 
last year. 

r>. SEr W. Wilooeks arrived on the 30th December, and proceeded to the proposed 
site of the Kurkhah irrigation, lie considers that the irrigation scheme offers no 
practical difficulties, and is likely to be extremely remunerative. He returned to 
Mobammerah on the 6th January, and reached Buseorah on the 7th. 

G B. STOKES, Major* 

M ilitary AttachL 


18679J No. 361. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, —(I?ecte oed March 14.) 

(No. 2D.) 

Sir, TcftraH, February 25, 1910. 

I IIAYE the honour to transmil herewith copy of a despatch from Mis Majesty^ 
acting consul-general at Tnhrees, enclosing a tetter from Mr. Charles Stevens dia- 
interesting himself of the navigation of tlw Luke ol Urumja. 

T venture to hope that you will he able to sec ) T our way to adopt the suggestion 
contained in the luat paragraph of Mr* Smart's despatch. 

1 have* <£c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


3 3tf 


[1701] 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 361* 

Acting ConsidrGcncral Smart tv Sir G. Bar day, 

gjj^ ^ Tahrrrz, January 27, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to trans-stmt herewith Ippies of correspondence between ray 
Russian colleague and myself regarding the Unimia Lake navigation. 

] venture to draw your attention to Mr, Charles Stevens's praiseworthy conduct in 
this alEdr. Ah you am aware, Mr, Stjfviiia was originally induce l to enter in to 
negotiations with Imam Kuli Jlirza by this consulnte-gcucmlj acting with the approval 
of His Majesty's Legation- When, after much.expense and trouble, he had arranged 
all the preliminaries with Imam Kuli, Elis Majesty's Government, owing _to die 
conclusion of the Anglo-Russiai Agreement, imposed their veto oil the combination. 
In the retreat developments and negotiations with the Russian Iftttd Company and 
Imam Kuli, Mr. Stevens; has consistently sacrificed himself to prevent any friction 
with the Russians. Rut for his abnegation, I might have been involved in considerable 
difficulties with ray Russian colleague. The reward of hi* ^Ik&cri fitting conduct has 
been the !©*fi of a very large prospective profit, besides ihe waste of. money and 
valuable time spent in negotiations undertaken at the instance of this consulate- 
general, 

1 venture to think that an expression of thanks to Mr. Stevens from Hi* Majesty^ 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs would be very opportune and do much 
to remove any very natural soreness which tins affair may liavc loM in his mind. 

I have, &e* 

AY. A. SMART. 


Enclosure 2 in No* 301. 

Acting Consul-General Smart to Mu Miller, 

Mi ie G^rant et chor Collfegue, Tauth* le M jrtJiwer.JpUk 

J’Al rhoiiucur do vous transibettre, sou* ce pli, eOpie d mie loUre quo j ni rogue 
do Mr, Charles Stevens, se dcsintcressant. tic la navigation <hi Lae d'Oumiuik Jo 
vous aanraia gr£ do hk*n vouldir fnira lo necc^aiie pour olhetucr lerhnngo de 

documents, iudique an dernier paragraplm de la kttro ci-incluso.^ 

.['use espdrer quo youa appro there ft dans cetto affaire laltitu.de tree corrocto do 
Mr. (\ Sirvciis e qui sVst eon forme aux tlsnra do eon Gouverncment, timlgr£ lee 
aaorificeit pceuniaircs qua sou abstention 1 ui a fait snbir. 

Je profile, $o. 

W. A. SMART, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 361. 

Mr. St evens to Acting Cowntl-Gcneral Smart* 

gj r Trtfrrctfc Jamwrtj 2*1, 1910. 

THE term of two months, as stipulated m cont.niL-t between liut^iah Road 
CompjLuv and myself lor navigation of 1 nuniii l-uke, having lapsed iliie day, 1 big j«u 
pi inform parties concerned limb considering the special nature ol thc^oiiieij r^e dnt 
the views of lbs Rntanniu Majesty's Government in die nuuter, l disinterest ray sc u 
entirely of rdl eiiteq'i'isi 1 ^ concerning the said navi gal ion oS I cumin Lake. 

EW regularity* kkc, I beg you to obtain ihonf Russian Load Company contract 
hearing ray signature, to he ex change d for theirs, which 1 si ill hold. 

I have, Ac, 

OHARLES E, STEVENS, 
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Enclosure 4 in No, 36L 
M. Millar to Acting Consul-General Smart 

M. le Gorant ct ehcr Collogue, Tauris, U 26 janukr, 1.910. 

EN yous accusant hi reception do votre lettre on date du 25 jaityier, j ai S bonneur 
de vous faire part quo j’ai immedialemont communique A M. Treskinski, lo directeur 
de la Route de Tourie, la copie de la tattro de Mr. Charles E. Stevens concenumt 
Exchange d'exernplaires du central conclu ontre Ini et la socicte de lu dife route. 

Ues que j'aural reeu. l’esomplaire desire par Mr. Stevens jo ne mauquerai pas do 
le lui remett re par intermedia ire du cmiaulat gondrid britnuuique on ^change contro 
Fexemplaire so Irouvant chez Mr* Stevens. 

de vous prie do votdoir hi on trausmeifre a Mr. Charles E, Stevens 1 expression de 
ma haute appreciation do son attitude dc dcsinkreshionieut dans celte affaire. 

Eh memo temps jo tiens a vous t&noigrmr les sentiments de ina plus sta'c&re 
gratitude pour toute voire bonne assistance, grace a la quelle de* interets persnmmls 
ont etc L,aorifics pour satis fa ire les desire du Gouverneraent do Ba Majeate btitaimkjua. 

Jo saisi* r &<i. 

A, DULLER. 


[8698] No, 3G2 + 

Sir A. Nicohan to Sir Edward GrMj.-—(Etwined March t.4.) 

(No* 127.) 

g^ r Si. Petcrahurgh, March 6, 1910. 

M. ISVQLSKY and myself had a short conversation this morning on Persian 
affairs. 1 told him that 1 had heard that the SfTices coramnndiug the regiment lately 
at Aidebil was coming to St. Peteraburgli. Hi* Elcelknoy said that be had already 
arrived. I remarked that I presumed he would report on the question of Russian 

troops in'Pc mi a. M, I*vol*ty replied that ho had been . . . here piwlsoly lor 

thei purpose, ami that the whole question would bo examined at the next meeting ot. 
what I propose lo term 1 ho Persian Committee. I sail I that I trusted that it would he 
found possible to withdraw the troops from Kazvtn. lbs Exticlk'ucy Bsiid dial Im 
hoped to be able lo effiet that, provided that no frcfili incidents or maiiiMtitlniis 
occurred in the niaamvhile. 

He asked if ! had any news as to the advance. 1 replied that 1 believed that the 
Persian Government were discussing the matter informally with the Medjlift*, but the 
opposition to our conditions seemed to be cons id arable. I supposed the Rer.dau 
Government would try to scrape together some funds from one source or another, 
bill it seemed to me that eventually they must apply for the payment ol lira advance, 
and we could wait quietly nil they did so. 

I said that I heard that the German Government were thinking of making another 
protest against the employment of Frenchmen as assistant* In the Financial Depari- 
merit, M. IsvoUiky read to rae the telegram which M. PqkWftlti had scut him on lie- 
subject, in which if was staled shat Count Quadt had informed him that baron 
von So him intended to "protest energetically. 11 Count Pourlales had as yef said 
nolhingon the subject, but he presiAaeti he would shortly receive !i (ginimraietajoju 
He t'oiisidored El a serious matter, and was a little pwKstled what Lo say to Count 
Pour talcs when the hitter broached the subject, Of course, he would give no formal 
written reply without pruvioos consultation with His Majesty 5 * Coveruragnt. 

I said I believed HtUtar and Baghfr Kliana had been enllctl to Tehran, i 1 1 * 
Excellency ynul he had no information on the subject. 

I have, &c, 

A. NIOOLSON, 
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[8783] * No, 303. 

Sir 0. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 14,} 

(No, LOS.) 

(Tc 1 egrapliic.) P. TShr@n t March Li, 1910, 

SITUATION in the south. 

Please refer to my telegram No. 101 of the 11th March, and to previous 
correspondence. 

Sard a r Assad is, I find, cognisant of the negotiations that are being carried on 
between Sowletred-lJ'owleh and other chieftains, but ho affects to treat them as without 
importance, Sardar Assad has assured I lie Kashgai deputy in Tehran that Sowlet 
wi I not be deprived of his position us chief of the tribe no long as ho continues hie 
allegiance lo the central < iovenimeat. 

Unless the Sheikh of MohaTummah makes a further complaint, I hesitate to bring 
this side of the question before the Minister of the Interior, but I shall warn slidkh, 
through Mis Majesty's consul at Mohummeruh, to abstain from intrigue with vjji of 
Pusht-i-kuh, 

.Much should have been done towards alleviating situation and calming the 
apprehensions.df the sheikh, if the Minister of the Interior can succeed in convincing 
Sowlet that, he is not seeking to bring about his downhill. 


[8935] No. 363* 

.Sir C. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March id,) 

(No. 100.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 14, 1010. 

RKKNItltlNU to my telegram No. 00 of the Oth MardiActing Minister for 
Foreign A If aim informs me verbally that Persian Government will allow Jhe Oil 
Company's launch to ply temporarily on dm Upper Kanin, and asks for what period 
permission is necessary. I rep tied tlmt ife period depended on the requirements of 
the concession, lie suggested that the permission should cover the space of one year. 

As the 1 an inch is vxpocSd at Mobummeruh in a day or twit, ami rite local agents of 
the company threul' ti t« claim OGOi. a day for delay, the matter is urgent. 

If I insisted on permanent pemiEasibn, the case might have'to be referred, to the 
Med j lias; great delay would in any case occur. I have therefore agreed to the period 
he suggested, not, however, without staling that 1 should expect the renewal of the 
permission at the cud of the period agreed upon, 


[8936] No. 364. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey*—(Received March 14.) 

(No. 110.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Tehran* March 14, 1010. 

UKUMAN-PERSIAN relations. 

Please refer to your telegram No, 45 of the oth March, and Sir A. Nicolson r s 
telegram No. S6 of tile IQth Mach. Sir It. Rodd has written;$o tell me that one 
It Lielc is coming here, and I believe he, not Oa&tolli, is the agent of the Deutsche 
Bank. 

ills Excellency adds that he has given a letter of introduction to me to lluote, 
wlio claims to he interested in reconciling the commercial interests of Great Britain 
and Germany. The geutlcnmn has said Butt his object in coming to Persia in to collect 
Info mi ati on for the Deutsche Bank. 

RneLfl now lives in England. though formerly he resided iu Egypt, where he 
represented the Deutsche Orient Bank. 



Sir A . Nir.ohon tc Sir PJdmird Grey.—(Received March 14.) 

(No. 03.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. St, Peferihur^hj, Mawh 14, 1010, 

MY telegram No, 02 of the 13th March. 

Germany’s attitude with regard lo Persian affairs, 

M- Izvolsky's chief anxiety is lest the agent of (lie Deutsche Hank should obtain at 
Tehran a promise of a railway concession. Russian interests would be very seriously 
affected by the grant of such a concession, which would be much more difficult to 
prevent than the acceptance of a money advance from the. Germane. To block the 
project of a money advance the Russian veto and our recent joint warning to the 
Persian Govertiment could be utilised, 

l tli ink M. Isvolsky may be forced, in order to avoid the granting of the railway 
concession, lo discuss with the Germans the Bagdad Railway question, a prospect 
which he does not much relish in the present dmimmiioes, 

IT M. IsvoDky complies with my jrequest to be furnished with a copy of the 
German communication t will send you the principal passages of that document by 


Sir A. Nieoh-ou to Sir Edward Grey*—(Received March 14 .) 

(No 01) 

(Telegraphic,) R St. Prterxhurrfh, March 14, 1010. 

SITUATION at Tab rows. 

Disquieting news continues to reach AL Isvolsky from Tabi-ecK. 1 can see that 
his Excellency finds it difficult to resist the pressure which is being brought to bear 
upon him, emanating chiefly from the Viceroy of the Caucasus, to reinforce tho troops 
at. TabrcoK. The news sent by His Majesty's consul-general at Tabreos, which 
I eommnideated (o Al. Izvolsky, failed to reassure him, and his Excellency doubt* if it 
will be possible to induce Batter and I higher K liana to go to Tehran. Yesterday he 
toll I me shat he would lay before the Committee on Persian Affairs the proposal that 
the Russian troop? should be withdrawn from Xazviiu 

The person chosen as the new t ■ overnor-Generol of Khorassan is not acceptable to 
Mi layolsky t and bis Excellency is annoyed because be was appointed without, the 
Russian Legation having been previously consulted, 

---- 

‘ 

[8745] No. 367. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A , Nicohon, 

(No. 1211.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office t March ]4, 1910. 

OGliMAKY and Persia. " 

Pollowing points were raised by Count Mottcrnicli in conversation to-day, A loan 
to Per&ia should, ho said, provide for satisfaction of claims of Gorman subjects arming 
oul of late disturbances, since such provision was at our disposal for satisfaction of 
British claims out of our loans or other payments lo Persian t Sovenirnent, German 
claims amounted lo 10,0001. I informed him that bo wiis mistaken, and that not even 
interest tm our Loans, much ]$bs British claims, were being paid at present or would 
now be paid out of our advance to Persia, winch would be entirely expended in the 
restoration of order in dial country. 

Claims of foreigners and debts of Persian Government might, J said, come into 
consideration later if largo loan was raised. 

Me further advanced, aa a claim quits, consistoat with the position established by 
the Anglodlu&sian convention, that Germany should receive equal righUtwith other 
neutral Powers in the event of Persian Government employing subjects of such Powers 
in bur administration, 

Ho only raised ?i do Unite objection when I pointed out that the employment of 
additional KrSich officials in the Ministry of Finance watt the only questios] of ihat 
[17 CM ] 3 O 
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nature now pending* He then urged that such a course would place Persian finances 
exclusively under French control. 

Flense inform &e how M. Lsvolsky proposes to answer German Ambassador. I 
have reserved my reply to Count. ^ let tern i eh 

Reference is to your telegram No. 92 ol the 13th March. 


[8745] No. 3EB. 

Sir Ed ward (jmt to Si r A.* Nicolr on, 

(No. 127.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) P„ Foreign Oj}kc t March 14, 1910. 

G HUMAN V and Persio. 

If German interference Erf te be averted the first step must be to awake in Persia a 
feeling of confidence and good-will towards Russia. 'Jo gain this end the departure of 
the troops from Kaaviti b necessary- Why should not Russia promise that, provided 
the joint mlvauce Is accepted, together with the six conditions attached, she will 
iv it! if 1 raw t he force ? S ureIy this wou i d a d van co in iliters. 

As regards 1 tenumi complaint, WO should ho fidly justified in resisting it if the 
employe* in dm Ministry of Pi nance were to be English or Russian, but it) the case of 
Frenchmen our position Is somewhat we||t n and it might be well for the Persian 
Government to drop i he idea of employing them. Goiicluifon of loan must be helped 
on at Tehran by every possible means, and a tec rigid Insistence on all the conditions 
is unnecessary. 

Reference L to your telegram No. 92 of the 1.3th March, 


[8954] No. m. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicriliim. 

(No. 128,) _ 

(1'sibgrlfflic.) P. Foreign Vj)iec> March 14, 1910.. 

G EiiMAN V nod Persia. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 93 of to-day. 

As i r j the inestimj of railway eon cessions, see die suggestion mads In my Imme- 
diairly preceding telegram, which covers iL The e !iliiico of averting interference in 
Persia by third parties largely depends on the speedy cidablfohuuml of cordial relations 
between Russia ati I Persia, and an undoratniuling between the two Govt?rmnetUs may 
be effected on lire bnsfo of a withdrawal t>F Russian treaps. 


[8975] 


No. 370. 


Sir f r. Laivther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March. 15.) 

(No, 146.) 

Sir, Coit^la?tlinoplt\ March 10, 1910, 

WITH red" re nee to your telegram of tVic 2-1 th ultimo, I have the honour to report 
Lliiii I l.i -day vailed on the Persian \ riibussad.fi' and informed him that the question of 
hi* rcciil l to Toll ran with a view' tu Ids lining eventually charged with U miliaibli to 
London and 5t. Petersburg}], in order Lc> endeavour to bring about a more friendly 
understanding am mured u> His Majesty^ Government to be one which concerned 
himself and Inis Government, and that His Majesty's Government could net give the 
assurances asked for. 

My Uu'si.m eul longue, who only a day or two ago rectaved ui.ntructions somewhat, 
analogous to t hose .sent by you, lias also informed the Persian Ambassador of the views 
of his Government. 

The Ambassador, on receiving my conn mini cation, observed that urn hr the c ire tun- 
filmier* h Wfl* impossible tei' him logo to Tehran, and he would place Ida resignation ill 
the hands of his (h>Ycrmiu:ni and ask for the puyiifeiU of the sums due to him and travel 
In Europe wilily a wail tug event:*. Hi* Excellency did not appear to bo much concerned 
at this solution. F--r a lung time past (he entire expenses of the embassy have 
been defrayed by him, and his Government owed him the sunt of IftjOOOi. More¬ 
over, his Excellency considered the condition of affairs in Persia to bn very discouraging, 
as the Government was entirely at the matey ol a group in Parliament which was 


I 
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constantly insisting on the dismissal of a flesh Minister. These were extremists who 
were desirous of establishing in Persia a, Government on republican lines in which they 
would assume the entire power. Were ho to proceed to Tehran, it would be likely 
that lie would no longer find in power the Ministers who now wished him tu go 
there to consult with him, and moreover his life would be m danger. Ills Excellency 
seemed fully to realise that, if, as he seemed to think was true, the Persian Government 
had declined to negotiate any further with the British and Russian Governments 
regarding the loan, there was little likelihood of any request made to Russia to with¬ 
draw her troop* being favourably revived. 

His Excellently then went on to speak of the Turkish attitude regarding the 
frontier, 'the Pone had recently stated that a commfesion had been named, and was 
ready to discus* the matter here ’with u commission appointed from Tehran, hut. ua 
the Ottoman Government were apparently indisposed to state on what basis they 
would discuss, and as the names of the members of the committee wove those who 
were known tn have, very grasping views as to the frontier and inspired him with no 
confidence, he bud. while forwarding the statement to Ids Government, expressed the 
view'that the meeting of such a joint commission would bu a pure waste of time and 
would incur a vast expenditure from the Persian Government, which could ill afford it, 
Although lhe Porto had stated that after the meeting of Hie commission here die 
frontier would be delimited by a c&nnufi&iim on the spot, ho himself was absolutely 
convinced that no arrangement could be come to directly be twee n the Turkish and 
Persian Government, The Grand Vizier had insinuated that his Excellency might 
bo the Persian COmttiiesIouer, but under no conditions would ho accept the appointment, 
for ho would only bo accused by his country men of being a traitor. W hat Turkey 
would have been pro pared to agree to In 1908 they would not have agreed to in IPOfo 
and what they would have agrejjgd to m 1909 they would indubitably reject now. As 
Persia became weaker and nlore disorganised, so the demands of the Turkish, Government 
with regard to the frontier would increase. 

I ha M3 sent a copy of this despatch to Tehran. 

I have, kc. 

GERARD LOW THE 11 


[9020] No. 371. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 15.) 

(No. mil 

(Telegraphic.) l\ _ Tehran , March 15, 1910. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No, 52 of the 12th March. 

To-day the Russian Minister and I arc presenting notes to the I Vrslan Government, 
warning iheiu as instructed in your telegram above mentioned. The two notes arc 
similar, except that in die Russian note article LI of the loan contract is died. 

The Munster of Kintuicc has very confidentially communicated to me that offers ol 
Jiniindid assistance liave been made to the Persian Government by others us well us 
by tins international syndicate, and hi* emissary, when pressed, admitted that there 
had been an niter from Germany, in which no attention was being paid, Whether this 
offer was mat I a by the t Herman Guveruniout or by private individuals ii* not clear. This 
Communication l have made known to the Russian Minister. 

'liii* makes me more suspicions of Castelli, though, according to the Italian 
Minister, it fo with ilie object of pressing a eluim against ei Persian subject flint he is 
in Tehran. 


[89801 No* 372. 

8 ir tBarclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Ueceivcd March 15.) 

(No, 112.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Tehran, Mm-ch 15, 1910. 

Ills Majcsiys consul at Tabreew, hu* .sent mo the following telegraphic 
communication;— 

11 Please reffj- to my telegram No, 21 of die 13lh Murtili, in whiyh I reported that 
the situation hem had been grossly exaggerated, ami that the Russian rviuloroemuni 
should be delayed. 
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One hundred Cossacks, one "battalion of infantry, together two guns, have 
arrived at Russian Ju&ft. The Cossacks, tire guns, and two companies of the infnutiy 
battalion have advanced over the frontier to Persian Julfa, where, in obedience to 
orders issued to them not to leave that place, they are at present enc&ipedT 


[9090] No, 373, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir E&tard Gr&t * —(ft ?cSvcd March 15,) 

(No, m) 

(Telc^raphie.) P. Tehran, March 15, 1910* 

NEWS has beep received by the Persian Government that the Russian force 
mentioned in my telegram No, 112 of this morning as having erased to Persian Julfa 
has returned to Russian Julia, having received in struct, torts to tliat. effect, 

I learn from M, Poklewsky that orders have been issued to the effect that no 
further advance on Tabreez is to be made without fresh instructions. My Russian 
colleague has also given |he Persian Government throe days for the recall of Bhgher 
and Sftglnr khans from the town, and he considers that the question of the disarming 
of their followers can bo debated later, if once the iwo khans* leave. 


[9091] No* m. 

Sir A. Nicoteon to Sir Edimrd Graft.- —(Received March 15.) 

(No, 95.) 

(Telegraphic,) l\ St, Pclershurgh, Mar eh 15, JO 10. 

ATTITUDE of Germany towards Persian allairs, 

1 mot M, Isvolsky this afternoon, after Jso had attended the Dumd debate ou the 
Foreign Office budget, and had a hasty interview with him before he left, for Tsarskafe 
Selrj to present to the Emperor his weekly report. I had embodied in a private 
memorandum the substance of i he run verbal iun which yon had had with the German 
Ambassador* and your views as to the lines which the two represent?!lives should adopt 
at Tehran, and I left this document with Ids Iv'cculleney* lie promised to send a reply 
when he had looked into the matter, He also promised to give me, very shortly, a 
copy of the communication sent to lum by the German Ambassador hfrre, and 
remarked rhat it was very much atilfer Uiun the language which Count Metteruich had 
used to you* 

At. Isvolsky then turned again to the subject oE Tabreexj and said that, he 
continued to receive disquieting news from that place, while it had been announced in 
public telegrams that Sattar and ftnghor Khans had refused to obey the summons to 
Tel train* lit: said that he would hold his h;md fora Flhv days, but if the Persian Govern¬ 
ment had done nothing by that time, then it was possible that steps-would have to be 
taken to strengthen the Russian tame at Tit brew,. I said that I presumed that the 
troops wrailtl not be moved unless some incident occur red; and I added that our consul 
at Tubieuz had expressed the opinion that hny attack on Russian establishments, or on 
the Itussiau troups, was highly improbable. M. isvolsky said thai such reassuring reports 
were all very well, but that the elements from the Cnurnsu* wore n danger, and liordhuee 
could be |dared mi them, I observed that tmr most pressing and most important work 
was to choekmnte the moves of Germany at .Tehran, and the beat means of effecting 
this were mdiuatad in the menoorandum, which 3 was leaving wjlh him, 

E fear ihat unless me fed a is culm down, and unless the two khans can be induced 
to leave Tabreox, 11- IsvoJsky will find it, very difltcuU, to, withstand pressure for the 
despatch of reinforcemmits to that place. 

1 am mure hopeful as to the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Kay.via. 


[92131 No* 375* 

Sir Edward Gvcu to Sir .A, Nicolsan. 

(No, 83,) 

r s Forei(jn O^rce, March 15, 1910* 

I INFORMED Count Renikemlorff to-day of my conversation with Count 
Met tern ich about Persian affairs, as deseriljed in my telegram No* 126 of the 
Idtli March to you. 
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I urged upon Count Reuckondorff the bad effect which the news that freak 
Russian tniops. had crossed the frontier at Julfa would have, It would make the 
Persian so* till more intractable and more anxious to turn to other Powers. The troops 
at Rasvln appeared to mo to be the key to the whole situation. If the Russian 
Government were willing to withdraw these troops, I thought they would bo able to 
settle the whole matter of ihe advance. In my opinion, we might drop the condition 
as to the employment of additional French officials in the Financial Department. If 
we were demanding the employment of Russian or British officials in this department 
we should be on strong ground against the German complaint, as we were the creditors 
of Persia and therefore: had a special interest in the security for out loans. Rut wo 
were not on strong ground in demanding that the Persians should employ Frenchmen 
to the exclusion of Germans, 

Count Benckondorff raised no objection to what I had urged about the withdrawal 
of the Russian troops from .Kas&vin, and he .seemed to recognise fully the force of 
the arguments against their continued presence in Persia, 

I am, &o, 

E, GREY. 


[9095] No, 379, 

■Tr A . Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 10.) 

(No. 13d.) 1 

Sir, , St. Petcrsburgh, March 13, 1910* 

ON receipt of your telegram No. 1 IS of the Sth instant I forwarded an aide- 
memoire to M. Eh vo[sky, explaining the propositions which had been made to Messrs, 
Samuel by the International Syndicate, I. now have the honour to forward copy of a 
reply which J have received From the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &c, 

A, NICOLSON. 


Enclosure In No, 376. 

Aidfritiewotrc communicated to Sir A. NieoUon by M, Isvolsky, 

- HE Gouvermimeni. Imperial partago entiaroment Favis du C&biafct de Londrea 
expose dans taiido-memuiro de FAmhnsaudo britannique tin 24 fcvrkr (9 mars), imnde 
oouriato, mi sujet, d’mue proposition qui m etc faite pur le Syndicat international & 
Messrs, M, Samuel de Eournii' j'i lu Perse im omprurit tie 5Qp,0(XJH Yu quo lu payo- 
meut des arrier^i dus par le G ouve moment person A la Hun quo d’Escomplo ot do Pruts 
ne bc fail ctfectivement pas avec la rogularitu ndccBSoiro, le Gouvc moment russe ne 
sau mil. ad mi'i i re quo la JW*e engage loa quokpied farces ole revemis (loot elle dispose 
encore, Hu outre, 1 g Giouvern&iuent russo no poumtit pas admuttro [’institution iFim 
controlo autre quo le sioa sur des sources do revenus siRnies dans lu kouc nord de la 
Hcr&o, Fn cunssiqucnco, dus instructions out etu envoyeen an Ministro do Rusoie A 
1 ’uheran le uhiugean!. de sc mettro d aecord aveo son collogue d'Angleterre pour 
declarer ati Gouvcmsmeut peman quo, taut quo les an imus des [lavements du:v A ] a 
Hupsie ct a I Angle ter re ne st^roiifc pas integral einent versus tutx ileux banques, les deux 
Gouvcruenionis jig peavont pas consoutir a uo quo dcs sources tic revemis quelconquca 
de la Perso soient affcotces a la garEiniie dun emprunt antro qua l'avance qui est 
ncgocieu aetiielliimcnt, Pour faite an t.Hmvemcmeiit fior.sau la declaration dont il 
E’agit, M; Poklcwtskj' se bascra princimdement aur Farl.iclc 14 du contrat rolatif it 
rempruat dc R)0l) r cm vortu duquel 1c C louveruumeut du fiehali s'est engage do 
H-imiiXA uueuu emprmit cxtdricur, en loads dVhai uii valours garanties, A moms dhiuo 
entente prealable aver lo Cioitvcmemeut russu. 

Siiitit-PtUcrrbourtj, le 27 terrier (12 1910. 
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No, 377. 


Afewrfr Samuel find Co. to Foreign Office .— {Received March 16.) 

Shell Holt ne, 104—5, Bishopsgale Street Wit Jan t 
Sir, London, March 14* 1010, 

WE arc obliged to yon for your letter of the 1.2th instant, from which wo see it is 
quite dear th&t, at the present moment, we cannot undertake any {mandat business 
for dm Persian Govemmont, Should there bo any change iii the position of affairs, 
owing to the Persian Government making up the arrears in their payments to 11 is 
Majesty's and the Russian G'ovfernnpnta and to the banks named by you, wo should 
esteem it a favour if we could have idrartnation lo thia effect, in order that we may 
take up the mutter once again. 

We remain„ Ac. 

M, SAMUEL a'nd [Jo. 


[9201] 


No. -377** 


Sir (i Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 1(h) 

(No. 114.) 

(Telegraphic.) P + Tehran, March 10, 1910. 

IN' 1 1 E RN ATI ON AN Sy nd icate. 

In continuation of my telegram No. Ill of the J5th March, T have the honour to report 
that my Russian colleague and l yesterday handed our notes to I he Ihime Minister owing 
to the disorganisation of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs consequent upon the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs’ desire to resign. Wc expressed our surprise verbally 
that ilie Persian Cove rumen t should have been engaged secretly in negotiations with 
the above-mentioned syndicate,, and we asked that a reply to our conditions for the- 
Joint advance should be made to us. Reply of Persian Government would, Prime 
Minister gave us to expoei. be in the form oi an enquiry regarding the conditions on 
which the two Governments! would grant tin larger loan mentioned in condition (j, 
necessary for con version purposes, 

.U. Pokleweki took the opportunity of declaring to Prime Minister dial the Russian 
Government could not admit that the sources of revenue in the Russian sphere should 
be under any eventual outside control except that of Russia. 


[9202] 


No. 378. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 10.) 

(No, 115.) 

(Telegraphic.,} R Tehran, March 1G, 1910. 

MY l l ass hut colleague lias made representations respecting the most unsuitable 
appointment of the new Governor-General of khorassan. In tliis connection please 
sec lust paragraph of Sir A H Nicolsons t id eg cam No. IM of Die Mth instant, 

1 now learn that it has been cancelled in consequence of M. Poklowskie action. 


10222] 


(No. 97.) 
(Tekgm 


No. 370. 

Sir A* A ieolson lo Sir Edward Grey ,—(/ftmued March IG.J 
) P . St. Fcterxbui'ijh, March 13, 1910. 


(Telegraphic,) P. St. F&avalmtW, March 13, 1910. 

GERMANY and Persia, 

As 1 Ebought the views which J expressed to M. Isvolsky yesterday would be the 
hcElor of ii liiLlu mnforeomenl, i this morning addressed to Ids Kxeellonoy n private 
letter, in which 1 laid stress on the com pi icn lions which would ensue if a third Power 
worn to participate in llie Persian question. I argued that (he only way to obviate Rub 
evantuahty was to induce iIn■ Persian Govcrhijieut to accept, without delay, our joint 
advance, together with the conditions aiinching to it. I Baid that it was moat 

. i .. _ r... -1. i 11 i 11 r v ii ■ i i'i i ■■ i l 


desirable that something should be done to allay the suspicions ; 
hesitations, both of l ho Medjliaa and of the Peih&iun Government. 


md remove the 

1 said thut an 
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excellent effect would almost certainly be produced if the Russian troops were recalled 
from Kazvin, and I suggested that their recall might be promised, 'conditionally,on the 
acceptance of our advance. I begged that reinforcements should not be sent to 
Tabreez, pointing out that all hops of the acceptance of our conditions might be- 
destroyed by such a fflkp, and that the Persians might thereby be induced to turn to a 
third Power. I said that, according to the information which luul reached me, the ♦ 
Russian troops and Russian institutions at TabreetJ were in no danger of an attack ; 
and E urged, finally, that any appeal on the part of Persia to the goodwill and assistance 
of a third Power would bring about a much more difficult situation than that at 
present existing :u Tabreez, and one which would ho of a more permanent character. 


[9091] No. 380. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 37.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, March 16, 1910, 

SITUATION $ Tabreez. 

PlSase refer to telegram No. 95 of 15th March from St r Peteraburgh. 

It is very desirable that Sattnr and Ragher Khans should at once leave the town, 
and every effort should be made by the Persian Govern incut to bring this about. 


[9217] No. 381. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicohon. 

(No. 132.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. PcwoijfJt Orficsj March 1$, 1910. 

G KRAI ANY and Persia. 

M. fsvolsky, so l tun informed by Count Renckondorff, considers it probable that 
the (German Government will ask that the conditions attached to our joint advance 
should be communicated to them, and enquires my views, lie is himself prepared to 
communicate them, I replied that I had no objection to the German Government 
being told a litre d'informal ion. but that in that case he would have to answer the 
objections raised by [hem, since they probably only desired to. know the conditions 
officially in order that they mtghl take exception to them. They are, no dgubt, already 
acquainted with the conditions through Persian clumuole. 


[9218] No. 38B. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicohoii. 

(No. 133.) 

(Telegraphic-.) P. Foreign Ojjkc , March 1G, 1910. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia, 

\ have represented strongly to Russian Ambassador that to reinforce the troops at 
Tabriz while at ihe same ditto not withdrawing Rio force from Kascviu would produce 
a most unfortunate impression. I pointed out that the prolonged retention of the 
Kazviu force was most difficult to explain adequately. 


[9431] No. 383. 

M. htiolsky to Count Ihotckend&rff*~[Qonmvnicated to Foreign Office iMarch 17,) 

(Secret.) 

(Telegrapltiqued Stiint-Petereboin'y, le 4 07) uwrs, 1919, 

NOUS aiiueriona connsttre le sentiment do Sir Edward Grey au siijot du 
memorandum allbmiutd dont nous vona tmiwiietloiiK (Tautre part to teste; nous 
aimeri on s 8 a voir anssi si pared le demarche a etc ega lenient fa its a bond res. 

De noire c(ite h nous sommes port6s A y voir unn tentative dans le but do asms 
uuumer a uno reprise des n%H iadons concernant In Chornin do Fer do Rngdarf, pin tot 
quhme intention serieiifie de hi part du GauveineiiiJejit uLIemnnd dhnlurvcidr dan* lea 
affaires pe ramies. 
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Noiis ii v en eorone pas moms obliged de doimer an Gmivcmement allenumd dee 
explications cotnplementuires concernsnt la question des sept Francis qu il s'agit 
d'engager a til re d'ad joints dn conecillcr limmder. En plus des considerations 
exposees dans urn prtfefklente lettre, nous serious d’a™ d f ajouter que djiae la condition 
pos^e par jioue a cc sujot k projx>9 de Pavance, noiia avions en vines le nombre dee 
adjoints et non lour nationality et. quo les Franqaia otaient recoanuB comma convenant 
to mieux com mo compatriotes do Bizot, 

Si dans la suite il tie trouvait neceas^iie de fairs a co snjot une concession a 
PAHeiiingnc, nous serious d’avis d’odmettre le a'cmplaccment des Franqsiie par dea 
Beiges, des Suissea, ou des aujets trautres pays cdmplctement nontres. 

Four ce qui est dn t'hemin do Fer do Bagdad, nous serious disposes A rcpond re au 
Cabinet do Berlin quo, quoique tout disposes a examiner cette question con join lenient 
ayec 1'Angleterre et la Franco, nous n« nous refusons cependant pas k des n^gociatlons 
directes avec PAHemagne, ainsi que cola a dtd mentionne dans 1'aide-memoire retnis k 
] r Ambassad(mr d'Angleterre le IS ddcambre dernier. 

Veuilles! nous lelegraphier 1c result at de votre* conversation avec Sir Edward 
Gray. 


Enclosure Lu No. 383* 

German Memorandum communicated to ihmman Government. 

(Trfe Confident! el) 

UN nc sauiaiL interpreter la reserve quo I'AHemagno a observes en Perse comme 
bi 1c Gotiverneincnt nlleinatid avail cease denvisuger la Pcrae comme pays itidependant, 
dans lequel FAjjppignc a \o droit tie rdgW les questions qui rinterosseut, sans 
prendre en eons it le ration les intorets de tierces Puissances, Le Gouvernement rnsee 
avail propose mi UmivcrnenionL allermmd un un-angemonL relalif aux affaires de Perse 
et nu Chemin de Fer do Bagdad* UAllcmngne s'eta it. moil tree dispose A entrer en 
pourparler* dependant, depute la fin .de ISO? teGbuvememerit msec n h u plus £ait de 
cmninuiiicLU-ioi^ k co fill jet* Au contraire, il a agi dans plusicurs cas dune fa$on qui 
pain it i to pas tenir Kiidfcanunczit coiupte des intents de l 1 A lie magi m, Engagement 
ait service j oriian do mpl FmnQate un qualite dad joints de Bizet, parait’otre une 
condition esse nl idle pour Pomprun t (bite condition rein pile, PAilemagive sera.it 
exelho d une piirtie des plus important^ de Fmtdrieuf de la Perse, tandis quo la Fiance 
7 *®rnit ndmise, w qui ue man quern it pas dc froisser I’Altanagnh. Le Gouvernemeut 
person, do sou cdIA, serait sans dome tout dispose a doinaitiler h rAllemagne dea agents 
dillereuts. Quant au b'hemin de For do Bagdad, le Gouvernemeitt russe parait 
continuer A etre partisan de negotiations a quatre, ce que le Gouvenumic.mt allenumd a 
cn priucipe detdare no pay pouvoir admeLlrq. Latitude de la Hussio dans ces 
quetitiEjns lit senddu guere fiipreinto de la prevonanoa A luquello rAllemagne 
satLeuduil itpres nyoir observe on Parse la reserve la |Uis loyale. Lo Gouvemoment 
allcbiand Jail, eonnaltro t\uc eette reserve ne snurmt idler jusquA ompioher touts 
tentative dee inilieux yiommcroiiiiix cl financiers allemauds do cborolier en Perse un 
teiTuifi d'activity, Vuili pourqfp le Uouvcniemcnt alkniaiid nc s’est pas oppos^ A ee 
ipi'un agent de lit mutscho Bank sc rendc proebaiuomeut en Perse pour i'usre uti vovngo 
d’inftnanation A Bagdad par Klianukiiie* 


19256] No. 354. 

I ml in O (a re tv Foreign Office* — -(Feer/terd March 17.) 

.... India Oj}icc t March 10, 1910. 

t AM directed by llie Secretary of Slaio for india to acknowledge the recoipt of 
your letter of the 9th instant on the subject of the relief of the nuvftl .Maxim gun 
deiiiehnient at Shiraz, Viscount Motley will bear in mind the wishes of the Lords 
t■ormuissioners of t[|| Admirally, mid rite Uovoniment ol India will be instructed to 
ho prepared to piieve the dclacluiieut as soon as 11is llajesty J s Minister at Tehrim 
adviscH iluii it is possible to ih> so, half (ho cost being charged to Lur^inl funds 
Sir (i, Bareluy will doubtless at (lie same time be requested to consider whether it may 
not be possible le withdniw the diuaelimont altogetiior, au object that Loixl Morlcy 
thinks ol' great Liiipoitaace from the Indian point of view. 

I am, Ac. 

R, ItlTCHUi 


L 


[ 9331 ] 
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No. 38i e . 

(Nil 11 (i) ** ir ( ' k Bardau t0 Grey.—{Received March 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vox* 17. 1910. 

4 jIjASE to my telegram No. 15 of the 14th January last. 
hico extra months have Ijcen added to the period of contract between the present 
tmfliKimi Adviser and the I ersian OoverumeiiL This arrangememt under the 
cmmnistancas is perhaps the best that could be made, p the adviser is not agreeable 
to n complete two years' renewal, and before the end of these additional three^months 
5 «'™r know V father the Persian Government intend to engage the seven 

'iciieii Ussistnnts, or whether a Rn'ccessor is to be appointed to M. Bizet 

f OJ timb past M. Hizqjt has been anxious to return to France, and he Ins 
now been grunted three months' leave of absence'. Tie is leaving to-day, but should 
tlie (mancial assistants be engaged he will return and liUtrt them in their work. 


® 3 35] No. 385, 

j p v, G- Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, — (Received March 17,) 

{TelG«r;ipliic.) P. Tehran inarch 17, 1910. 

Ih J'eply to your telegram No. 57 of the l(5th Marchj I am assured by the Sardar 
Assail m;ir Bagher and Sftltar Khan start to-rlay front Tabreez. 


1^3361 No. 350. 

/v . lo . ® tr ^ Sir Bdmrd Grey.—[deceived March 17.) 

(An. 118.) i 

CTeJcgriipliie.) J>. Tehran, March 17, IfllO. 

J 1J f rinw Mmister Ims domed to my Russian colleague that Germany had 

ofTiM.sl Ptoia fiuaiicial assistance; allusiiM tb wMoh I msidv in'my telegram So. Ill 
if’ 1 consequently enquired Further of the Finance Minister, who 

informed mo that the ohrremne from private itidividuala, but that, were the matter 
investigated, there would Ur little doubt that (lie individuals in question had received 
encouragement li'um olhoial quarlcrri. So certain had he been of this thui, mdising 
lullv |lie madeesB ot dnllyips with .mother IW. he h,d taken no notieo of ll.c 
ollu. bo long as he remained Minister of l^miuec, he added, there would be no 
iiHum'ud engagcmeiLte between Germany find Persia 

GovmuSsP impreBsio " htts ‘ ' ljoii( '™- •««'' (wd® by the warning of the two 


[ 9337 ] 


No. 387. 


jj, n , 1() j S “' a - torilaij in Sir Edward Gmj.—{Eecmwd March 17.) 

hWegrapJiio ) 1- Tehran, March 17, J910. 

\ tin course of o couversaiion with Mr. CliurchJJJ tojav, the Minister of Finance 

SS™wffaf-£lS tl T? U the mimedi:ii " "V:".’ ot mpueywa^euch was the prmnt atalc 
ot pnNa feeling that «, present our condmoii* io the Mudjliss would bo quite useless 
im ni i heir prcseai form tint body would bo certain to mice! them 

m l i,"^::rr:J;:r;7;i.r Jl<lvi!ie<t bjr ^ ^ u,ak ° a — 


[ 170 *] 
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[9339J Ho. m 

Sir A. NicoUm to Sir Edward Crcy*—(Received March 17.) 

(No. 93. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. flSfr. FetersZi^jft, A/ar«fr 17, 1910. 

AlTITf'hEof Germany towards Persian affaire. 

.My itdugrnin No, 93 of the 14th March, Following is a gumm^ry of the more 
important passages in the German cotnmnnidation to die Russian Government, a copy 
of w I no 1 1 has boa el given to me confident E ally by II. Ibvolsky i— 

With reference to the memorandum of the ISth January, it) wlncli the Russian 
Government expressed their satisfaction at the recognition by the German (IovetmnOtit 
of the special position of Puss in and England in Persia, the Giffiinan Govern incut 
points out that Russia most not interpret the reserved attitude which German v lias in 
fact adopted iu Persia as indicating thai Germany has closed to regard Persia as an 
independent Power or as a country iu which ^lic; lm^ the right to settle q nations of 
interest to herself, quite independently nl the EntenesU of third Powers, According to 
the I ierman view, the Anglo-Russimi Convention has not. digged the situation in 
Persia, The principle of liberty of eoniniercn for all nations has been asserted 
by England and Russia, and an nrraqg|§hteni. with regard to Persian affairs and tho 
Bagdad Railway had been proposed by Russia herself to the German Government. 
Germany had been quite prepared to discuss an arrangement of such a kind, but no 
communication on Pie subject has lweu received from the Russian t SovcTintiont since 
the end of 1907. On the contrary, on several occasions the Russian Govern men I have 
acted in a manner calculated to give (he impression that they did not sulgcightly 
consider (ii'rtnany’s legitimate desires. 

The ccimihunie'atiori then makes mention oF the proposed appointment of French-* 
men as financial advisers, and snys lhai if 1 Jus intention is carried out, an important 
branch of the Persian $diniLustration will he closed to Germany. It states that ihe 
Persian Government, if it were not certain that Russia would make difficulties, would 
without doubt be quite ready to ask Germany to furnish financial agents, 

Wiih regard to tlto 1 Rig dud Railway, the German Government Ivive from the 
beginning declared thtil negotiations d quoin* were inadmissible, while the Russian 
Government appear to persist in their partisanship for that method of dealing with the 
quest ion. 

Tlu- communication goe& on 1 o observe that (he attitude of Russia in the two 
questions indicated above does not scorn (o the German Government to bo marked by 
that conftidi'ration which Germany, after the loyal [‘('serve which she had observed in 
Persian affairs* considered that she had a right to.expect. The German t iovorument* 
therefore, wish the Russian Government to' know that this reserve iu Persian affaire 
cannot be maintained to such a point ns lo hamper ihe dibits of German commercial 
and financial cliche lo fuui iu Persia an qutlot for their activity, These are the 
considerations which lift) the. Qermati Government to, oftfer no object .inn when dm 
Deutsche Bank expressed their intention of sending un agent to make a journey of 
investigation to Bagdad by way ot Khun i kin, and when they ch<^e M. Said Rue;ti| for 
that purpose. 


[9431] No. m 

iSfr Edward (Jvcy to Sir G, liarchitj. 

(No. rd.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Fpndpj, Office, March 17, 11Ji0. 

ASSISTANTS iu Persian liuimcc department. 

fa view uf iuiiiud if German Guvommeut, who, as you will know from lire 
id<■ gnun0 exchanged, object to eiigagcmeiii of French men to the exclusion of persons 
of either nationalities, I should he glad lo learn whether M. Bizet Or his successor could 
pnssihly work wuh Russian or English oliieuils, or, if there Is no other way out of the 
dilRcultv, wiih sulKuMinataa eho&tui from some small neutral European State, 


[9201] 


2t;i 

No, 390, 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A* Si coho a. 

(No, 134,) 

(Telegraphic.) V. Forohju Office, March. 17, 1910. 

LOAN Lo Persian Gnverninenl, 

3u conned ion web telegram No. Ill of yeGerduv from Tehran you should suggest 
to M. Tsvolskv that a reply should be given to (lie Persian, G oven mum t on the following 
lines:— 

That ; :tub t wo Governmenta cannot define the financial conditions which would bo 
attached to a large loan, as the decision of this point must depend to some extent on 
such circumstances as the stale of the money market at the time, hut that they would 
exact no conditions of a political nuturii except dial the expenditure of the om should 

b.tdor the control of the same commission as win by agreement entrusted with the 

control uf the outlay of the joint advance, and that all claims of foreign Powers should 
he paid From the loan. 


[8524] No, 391. 

Foreign Office to India Office 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1010, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that lie forwarded 
on the 17 th January to His Majesty’s Minister at. Teh run copy of your letter o! the 
13th of that month, together with copy of that of the iRlh November hist, with 
bet rud ions to present to the Persian Government^'with the necessary explanation a, 
the accounts of ihe expenditure incurred in, the construction of the Central Persia 
telegraph lino, 

I am to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram sent by Sir G. Barclay on the 
. receipt of these instructions suggesting that, if ihe Persian Minister of Tefegraphft 
repeals & request which he has already made to be furnished with these accounts for 
use in the debate in the Med j iiss which will shortly take place on the subject of tho 
Am bis inn telegraph agreement, rhe claim for establishment made under article 2 of 
the convention of tho Kith Aligned, 1.9£U, amomuing to G,fbH|hshould. be dropped, as 
its inclusion would be likely jo prejudice the chances of rati I'i cut ion of that agreement 
by that Assembly. 

T am to state rhai, in view of the arguments advanced by Kir G. Barclay, Kir E. 
Grey is disposed to recommend (he suggestion to the favourable consideration of 
Viscount MoiTy if tho con ten)] dated contingency should actually arise. 

I Ull'L, &c. 

LG 018 MALLET’. 


[8935] No, :m. 

Foreign Office- to AmjMhirsirnt Oil Camptiwj. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of the !2th )a|fniit relative to the desire of your 
compjiny to place a launch and barges mi the Upper Kanin for tho transport of 
mule rial for use in commotion with the exploitation of their oiWields i l am directed by 
Secretary Kir Edward 1 Jrey to inform yon that, accord mg to a further telegram from 
His .Majesty's Minister at Tehran, the iVrsiau Aciing Minister for foreign Affairs has 
stated that his, GovurniEumt will grant periiiitssion For the tcai^rary use of the Lntiicli, 
arid has asked fur how long it will be ileaded. 

Kir (L Barelny has repiicd e hat this would depend on the requirements of ilm 
concession, and the Acting Minister 1ms ^uggcistdd that the pornilsaion should be given 
for one year. 

Sir li, Barclay points out that, us ihe. It.eh is expected to arrive at Mohaiunierah 

ipamediuudy and as ilie local agents of your company threaten totihum oOQl. a-duy For 


^ zu. 





















delay, tbo matter is urgent, and that, if be insisted on the permission granted being 
permanent,, the metier might have to be referral to the Tiled]lias, while in any case 
much delay would occur. 

lie has therefore accepted the Acting Minister's suggestion, with the reserve that 
hr: will expect the renewal of the permission at the end ol the year lor which it is 
granted. 

. i am to express Sir E. Grey’s hope that this arrangement, which appears to him 
klve in factory, will meet, the vtejfee of your company. 

I ana, Ac. 

l.OUIS »LLET* 


[9380J NiJ, 303, 

Indw Office to Fortdati Ojjufias —(11 cert mi March IB.) 

THE Ehider-St'cL’etfiry of State for India presets, hla complimenIs to the Under* 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morlcy, forwards 
herewith, for rhu information of the Secretary of Slate, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the loth March, relative to the naval detachment at Shiraz. 

India OJJice, Makch 17, 4$ 10, 


Enclosure in No, 3j3* 

F(Vc(Mint Mortcij to (,'ovcrtuiwni of India, ; 

(Telegraphic.) R India Office, March 15., 1910* 

! I iw i he dt'Kin. 1 of ihc Admiralty that naval dctacliincut at Shiraz should, as soon 
uh Sir G. Ha relay advises that Er eftu safely proceed to const, lie ndieved by Indian 
troops, 11.*5 complete withdrawal may, I trust,, be possible at same time. f assume in 
Uir meantime you miglit he ready to idled relief if it were shown to Ik 1 inexpedient to 
withdraw the men, 


i 9429J No, 394, 

Sir f,. Ihtrctay to Sir Edward Grey.—flletcked March IS.) 

(No. ISO.) 

(Telegnrahfe.) JA Tehran, March IB, 1910, 

NATTAR and f higher khans. 

Please refer to my tr log rain No. I 17 of the 17 th March. 

Ifis Majesty's consul in Tabreez tdegraphe as follows i— 

“Order from central Government to Satiar and Baglier Lo leave the town 
in muni lately was comm indented yesterday by the Gcwemor-Genend to the two khans. 
The former refused insolently, hut appears to have made his departure conditional 
on an ulfijr of money, I am informed that he demanded 1(1,000 tmunmu There seems 
to he some hope, lmwevi-r, of the mutter being terminated satisfactorily and negotiations 
are proceeding,” 

Sijfcilai' informalien has been received by Russian consul-general, 


104321 No. 396. 

Sir 11, Barclay to Sir t'Jdmird Gr&tf, —(IiGceifled March 18*} 

(No. IB11) 

(JSfecTftphicd R Tehran, March 18,1910. 

SATTAli and Hag her khans, 

In einitilimit ion of my telegram No. 120 of pwkiy, I have die honour to transmit 
the following message received from Ilia Majesty'a consul a t Tabreez:— 
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“ Governor-Genera] hag juet officially informed my Russian colleague that Sattar 
and 1 higher will leave Tabreez at 2 o'clock to-morrow (Saturday) afternoon, accompanied 
hy horsemen, Governor-General also stated to M. Miller that the sum of 3,500 tomans 
was being given to them* of which 2,500 tomans were destined for their horsemen, and 
1,000 tomans for themselves.” 


[9443] No, 399, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grew,—(Received March IS.) 

{No. 122.) 

(TelograjpjHe,) P. Tehm», March 18, 1910. 

IX reply to your telegram No, til ol (lie 17(1. March, 1 have the honour lo report 
Ltiat f have confidentially approached M, Bizut, and I find that lie anticipates very 
great difficulties in any arrangement whereby a French adviser would have to work in 
conjunction with assistants of any other nationality; but as yountoaware (please refer 
r.j my despatch No. i of i lie 23 rd January) he is of opinion that, In the event of the 
engagement of the seven foreign experts rocuiumtnided in his report, a tiA&ncial advisor 
will no longer be necessary. 


19441] No. 397. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grtifl — (liemkrd March IB.) 

(No. 100.) 

(Ttjbgcapliie.) P. $t. Peter&burgk March IS, 1910. 

YOUK telegram No, 134 of the 17 tli March: Persian htianSea, 

1 saw M. 1 HY«)Isky to-day, and left with him a inemormaluin in which I had 
embodied the proposal of Mis Majesty's Government ns to the reply which should be 
give]i to the Persian Government hi the event of their enquiring as to the conditions 
which the two Governments would attach to a large loan, ML fevotaky said that he 
thought there must be some nds understand mg. He hud received a iclegmun from the 
Russian Minister in Teliran, from which it would appear that the Persian Government 
probably intended to drop the question of the siueiII joint advance, and ask for the. 
immediate opening of negotiations for a big loan, If this course were adopted, the 
Russian Government ctmanlored that the two Governments must insist on attaching to 
Ihe loan all the conditions which they were now demanding tor the small advance, and 
mom especially conditions Nos, A .1 4. 

! remarked that, in the eiromuafeueea indicated, the view of the Husaian Govern* 
[]icni would obviously lie the correct one, but added that l had not heard that there wins 
any Intention on the part of the Persian Government to broach ui unco tin' question of 
a largo loan, though 1 hail heard that the chances of the Medjltfjg accepting the con¬ 
ditions n lurched to our small advance were small or i ion-ex islenl. 


[9442] 


No. 398, 


^ to &* r Edward Grey,—(Received March 18.) 

(No, 101.) 

(lel&gmphicj) P. gi B&t&rehurgh, March 18, 1910- 

SITUATION at Tabreez, 

1 his EtlterjLtJon^M, lovolaky tyud me n telegram which Ufifl just come in, in which 
U ii m s'uioil (hat SaSlaL 1 Khan, in reply to the second HUinmcms to proceed to (lie 
cnpitid, had given a decided leinsid, while llaghir Khan, ns a condition of his obeying 
LI suunnous^ had^ dcimmded a sum of 10,000 tmnaos. The governor and ephrem 
pleaded Ihmr inability to reRort to (bin a hie measures. 



His Excellency mild that- at the meeting he would jiropode the withdrawal of (lie Kazvin 

M. Tmulsky expressed the opinion that morn effect wouhl lio produced by a 
detonnimai attitude on the jimi'l of the Uujsaiaii Government than hy any conciliatory 
[170*) 3 E 











wortfo. Hk Exorilen ay does not attach serious importance to the ° ? 

pointed out that the Persian Government, il left to themsply^ would 
accepted their propoauls for an advance, w hereas the Medjhw bad been aide to dock 
them. His view is that it Is the rabble which dominates the MedjhsH. « 

I trust that M, isvolsky will succeed in getting the force withdrawn trmn Kasmn* 
but f four that the reinforce] nent of the Tabrcex detachment lh more than pvohabtr He 
Btttted ihfiti owing to lack of accommodation, it was impo^ihlc to keep tloops at. 
Julfa for any length of time, and 1 suspect that any movement is more likely to lx. 
forward than a backward direction. 


[8503] No - m 

Sir Grey to Sir G. Barriafy 

^Tpioornnhie 1 P Foreign Office* March 18* 1010. 

SURTAX and mad guards (sec your lolegram No, 25 of the 22nd January tost). 
Your proposals as to surtax In all South Persian ports and as to mud guards j«vo 
now been acteepted by Board of Trade, You shfhl nrge Pers.au govern meat to 
agree, as soon as you find a favourable apporSftinity of hanging the subject foi » 

[8172] ||| m - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. NkoUqn. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March IS, 

WAN to Persian Govern merit. , , n _- 

We are informed by M§H. M Samuel that they have been offered the option of 

making a loan to the Pbrsiim Government. Th|wfe <*> ineH t lmm a conipoii} i n ed 
f4 Tiie International Oriental Syudjcale (Limited)- 1 he loan is to amount to JJ t)0 . 
at once, and a farther OT.OQUL to he advanced later. Messrs. Sanfcl know uolhiug 

of this syndicate. 

The security is |o he as follows ; j 

I, Interest held by Persian Government in IfArey oil concession, 

S! Uochita^of postal and telegraph departments, after deducting 1 hat portion of 
them pledged to the Government of India in HKM ami 1 JIM, and miehmged ktatc 
revenues generally, 

Both the Anglofcmiau Oil Company and twrtelves would eflfeitain strong 

objections to the first Irani on this lint. . , y , i 

The Persian nution would have no ptgrer to revoke iIuh loan, us both n and the 

Gecuritirii pledged for tl. woiih I receive I he sanction of the Medjliss. 

The iitxiSy of the Persian Govfrnmt iU to proceed iy way ^1 pviv:iic lomi in 
satisfying tfpir iimmeial needs explains (ho smuHucaa of tWachifd liability unoKri 
in proportion to 1 he annual value of ihe scenrilius, _ . . 

It \* believed that the Persian Govmnniem itrr m arYearn in ilLeir paymeiits to 
Russia; it is certain that they are Bp in those to the Imperial bank and lbs -hsjrs.c 
Govennu^ht. This Wing so, we can hardly see with equanimity die km by the 
Persian Government of their mnniimitg ussuia, Pul although for thesr Wl? ( [> 

not desire 10 give Messrs. ..el any tnippart, yet it would be preforahtoGhat they 

should muke 1 hi loan than Unit some foreign batik, possibly German, Btunjld do t»._ _ 
Please nn mill ill M. IsvoMfa with the above, and suggest (ho billowing joint 
com:imideation to the lVrshn Government: that the two Government - enumit sauc-tinn 
the pledging of any sources of public revenue as security tor advances ,it tier than the 
proposed joint ndynmie ho long as not only the two hanks bus also the two 
Governments uro not receiving (he payments due to them, and so long ns negotiations 

are still proceeding for a joint advance. ... , 

h would ho undesimhlo to give fresh life to the prevailing agitation tu Urn* 
against Russia, and we hope, therefore, to avoid having recourse to the right of veto 
posnesHed hv the Russian Guvi'mim-ut in virlne ot ihu bum eniunict; out if tJtC HOC 
arguments slum Id fail, i presiimn that ttiai right would he npp lira hie to this t\w. 
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[9222] No. 401. 

Sir Edward (trey to Sir A. Nt cohort. 

(N o. 1,16.) 

(Tdfigi'apbic. ) P, Foreign Office, March IS, 1010, 

RHSSIAN troops in Persia. 

His Majesty's Govcrnmeni entirely approve language used by you in your letter to 
M, Isvolsky as reported in your telegram No. 07 of the Kith March, 


[9429] No, 402. 

Sir Edward Gray to Sir A. Xkohoih 

(No, 137.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, March 18, 1910, 

TEHRAN telegram No. 120 of to-day. 

Russian Government will, l hope, lie disposed to allow a litihj time for negotiation 
regarding departure of Suttar and Haglier Khans. 


[9431] No, 103. 

Sir Milliard Grey to Sir A . Nicohon. 

(No, 90.) 

Sir, Foreign Office^ March 18, 1910. 

I CAVE Count RenckendorfT to-day a memorandmn } of wluoh a. copy ia enclosed,* 
as expressing my views on the reply which if. Isvolsky pruposetl to give to thu German 
note about Persia. 

[ said that, if 11, Gvolsky agreed with it, I proposed to speak in the same sense to 
Count Metternicli, to whom 1 had not yet given a final reply. 

I added that it Germany wont further, and objected to the railway conditions 
being made with Persia, 3 tbought, we ought to ho very stiff about those, us they 
involved political and not commercial (Xuistderafituis. 

I am, $e. 

E. GREY. 


[9431J m 404, 

Mentor and urn etnmtitttt hated la (Wnt Bcnckcvdorff, March \$ t HH0, 

THE Secretary of State ia much obliged to M. Isvolsky for eomuuinicutiiig to him 

the note fro. the Gi rnian Gctwrcunmii re*pocting the afl'piirs of Persia and the out line 

of the rcplv which his Excellency proposes to [return to them. Sir Edward Grey luis 
ulivndf informed Sir A, Niwleim of rim commimicatioii made to him by the Gen no n 
AmlHusHador on the 7th instuiif no that, tie need not revert to that pGui, but. lie is glnd 
of the upportmuty ofthii'd to him by M. Isvolsky of giving his view# on the German 
com i mini cat ton and of the manner in which it should bo answered. 

Ho agrees with M. Isvolftky in thinking that it \vould be ad^'inahlc to refer the 
German Government again to the reply already made to them respecting the liiiuiichd 
OJisistanIs, lair be Ict-ta that it wouhl be iimdvisulilo to any that the two Goveruineut^ 
in making this voiidinuu hiul more in mind the <|iiestioa of numbers thou nationality, 
for it would open tin* dnnv to a nupiest (hr tin* employment of German assistants, 

He would suggest tliar it would \m u« wi4l tu ex|uv-.H regret ih.it ..x|>]aiiatioiih 

then offered are mil aitisfactc^ and to rt^wat that it was i.Ih* Gnvermmmi ef the 
Shall who applied to the French Government on the advice of M. Bi«ot ibr two 
“odjotniB '[ in January Ttieav two ailjouitu " and ei dimetor of rcgi^trulmn 

together villi lour minor assistants were included in the condition recently put before 
fcbo [■Virtiuu Government. 

Am the scheme of ffnahcial reforms was drawn up hy M. Riaot it i» natural that be 
should rtjecHnmoiid tliat il should Iks carried out by Freiichtnen, hut ueithei tlm Rrilish 


• No. 404. 














ikdd it ional assistants to be 
It u, indeed., doubtful whether they will be 

■f'rmLUMit might express surprise at the objection put forward by 
not am that they ever objected to the 

it that the engagement of seven Frenchmen 
rtous to German interests and would exclude 


nor Russian Governments consider the appointment four 
aii indiap^nsable condition of the adviHlee, - 
necessary at all 

The RutisiEtfi Gov 

the Gorin uts Government ns they are 
employinent of Belgians in the customs. 

With regard to the Gorman argumi 
in the financial department would be inj 
Germany from an important part in 
warning that the attitude of Russia in 1 
far as to exclude Geriaan financial and commercial mteresi 
worth w1 1 1 ]i ■ to hay that the establishment of the Persian finances on a sound basis 
( H ail indU}iensahk> preliminary to the rnainttinance ot the economic and political 
independence of Persia and oi the open door, and would benefit Instead of injuring 

German and nil foreign trade, _ 

t.ln the other hand, Germany accepted tlso special position ot tbo two hmitiopho 
I , iiwei'B and it appears 10 follow thti'sfprin that these two Powers whose political and 
financial interests are mors closely affected than those of any oilier Powers by the 
anarchy at presejflt reigning in Persip, have the right and duty ul giving advice to 
Perak in the matter of financial reform which is the bask of every other reform. 

A-s regards I he Bagdad railway, Sir 1’.. Grey has nothing to say except that the 
iuswer pi’iijwsed ljy M, Isvulsky appears to accord with the attitude ivh proposed to 
adopt to Russia and France in connection wills the Cassel Gw inner negotiations, 

Bir K Groy presumes that M. lavolakv would not come to any fimd agreement 
with Germany in connection with the Bagdad railway without giving him ami the 
French Government an opportunity of ex-preying their opinion, 

Sir Edward Grey attaches some importance to the point respecting the emplpy- 
mejsf of Brlgiann in the customs administration lor it may have the effect'd extracting 
from i.lic Gontmii (Awl rntilent nh me admission to the effect i aat their nbf^utiou would 
nbt apply in the ciusj of subjects of a minor Power like Belgium, and this would afford a 
good way out of the difficulty. 

Gh J L 

Foreign. QJJkc, Mavdt- IS, 1010. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

fNiJ (ft ) 

rTdegmiiliie.) P. Foreign Ojjke, March 10, 1910, 

IBB'ITU BASIUKS at Shiran 

I am informed hy Angki-rfowkh AsrodatJon that an attach has been made by 
famito on the Htaff of'the schools of the Alliance Israelite uuivareelle at Shiraz, and 
1.1 Kit l he stuff lia vo til ken refuge in His Majesty Vs consulate. Their information comca 

to the di^ckjtiou from Park. „ 

Yon should do all you cun, in concert with your Ireneh colleague, whom the 
alliance have telegraphed direct, to enstiTo thekdety of lhe refugees. 
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19581] No. 407. 

Sir A* Ntcohon to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received March 20.) 

(No. 102.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St, Pett:rshurnh> March 20, 1910. 

PERSIA. 

At nti interview which i laid with M, Tsvo^ky to-day, his Excellency informed me 
that ihe Rtiafeian troops which had been dispatched to Jaffa have now been withdrawn 
Lo Erivan, §ud that it had been decided in principle by the Persian Committee hero 
that the troops should also ho withdrawn from Kazvin. M. fsvokky is consulting 
M. Poklewsky as to whether Home arrangement could not ho come to before the 
withdrawal is effected, involving the Hiittlement of some minor Questions outstanding 
between Rus|)u and Persia j and the acceptance by the latter of our advance. 


I 9633} No. 40& 

Sir G. Lowthcr to Sir Edvard Greth—(Received March 21.) 

(No. MS.) 

Sir, ConstanthwpU) March 13,1910. 

E HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of a not a addressed by the 
Persian Ambassador on the 5th instant to the Sublime Porte, am] a copy of which 
was communicated to me by his Mightier, cm the subject of the Tureo-Persiart 
from ier. 

I have sent it copy iff this despatch to Tehran, 

J have, &c; 

GERARD LOWTHERi 


Enclosure in No, 408, 

Permit Amhamuhr to SuMimc Porta 

(Translation,) 

! HAVE just been informed by the’ Persian Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
that, in spin. 1 of ihc. j undertaking and assurance that the Ottoman troops should bo 
withdrawn I mm Nakidd and those parts of Persia recently wrongfully occupied, not 
only have tlui-said troops not yet returned from die Nakidd and ScldiiK districts of 
Perak, but. innm-roiis acta nf aggression have taken place, Engel, Bui, and A id ho, 
which are integral parts of iho Persian lorn lory, have recently been occupied; in 
certain parts of Uremia and Sdnjboulak customs dues have been levied, and luxes 
have been taken from some of the villages; the Sonjboukk I Jrtimk road, has also been 
blocked, and (lie Tabreo/-! rumia raid has also been ml and traffic prevented; and, 
as was announced by telegraph mhuo days ago, Sheikh Abd-iil-Kadur, son of Slwikh 
Ahil-nlliil], Is engaged in cumong a grout disturbance and I rouble in Uniinia and iltt 
surrontidings. A t runs ki ion of the telegram from my Ministry, relating to the 
tiedilions nets of i he said Sheikh Abd-uUKuder, was handed to your Excellency diirrng 
the course of the interview ksl Saturday, and I have the honour to beg your Excellency 
to send telegraphic instructions to the proper quarters I'or the said sheikh to be 
summoned to Uonstantinoplont once; for the Ottoman troops to evacuate those parts 
of Persia which they recently occupied ; and for such ants as levying luxes on Persians 
and soiling up customs dues to be immediately stopped. 

March 5, 1910. 


[9719] No. 400. 

Str A* Nicofoon to Sir Edward Grvtj .—(/Aucimi March 21.) 

(No, 137.) 

Sir* St. ^enhtirahf March 17, 1910. 

YEiSTERDAV the if Russ," an udvanced Liliora! paper, published the tb]hiving 
article an Russian troops ij 5 I'nr ,hi a ;— 

Telegraphic iiiibrnmtlun to the effect that Sattar Kljtui has decided to doao the 
bazaars at Tal.iroe/i by three, it' nticessury, m as to deprive the Russian irmips (here of 

[1704] ;i S 
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;jll sources of provision ( must- lie read with caution, ns Satter Is scarcely likely to decide 
on ei measure foredoomed to failure and therefore likely to i-dUt unfavourably on Ins 
prtstiffft Such a Glarin'* of the bazaars would inflict a serious blow on local trade, but 
the Russia it tmm would not iirffc.M there irnwfc 1 * neighbouring villages ready to sell 
the necessary pmvisjm.a nt a gffid market price, a red fettar Khan *ml his folk»»«ta 
can not prevent. mfo prevision*, If fairly bought, being delivered to the troops. I! the 
attempt is made and violence is used the Russian troops may be trusted to meet the 
difficulty, firimfediate steps should Im txikeu for the victualling, of the troops from 
Uilrtrifti witliou' vvaitini lor Sutter to carry out his |hreni, it this eysivm were 
established the only losers would ho the local contractors, An outbreak of hud ^''hug 
between the .inhabitants and the guseikh column at Tabreez would be most regiethiblsk 
It will be all the: more regrettable if the Tu-eo^il v of securing provisions for the i re»ps 
Pwitt to even the slightest impression, hut the guilt will rest with Setter ami Ids 
followers, who have evidently not yet grasped the reasons which compel the pres tn» oi 
Rugsinn troop* in P^s|. At ilm' preueni tune Russian Droops are to be Ibund at tureo 
places—Trd>ren K , Arfhd.il, and Knssvi&^md all thito places are less tinm 100 versts 
iVorn (he Ihli33iii.l1 Irontiei 1 or tht? shores t>i she [ he uhpe.t. ol (.iit.li '■-■dina 11 is 

distinct That at ICi.«vln is to ensure dm solely of the foreign missions and oi the 
foreign fwipulnliori in geneiid ut I eh ran, At One thno, wheii them was a tlaiigm ol 
It-iliim Khrm advancing on Tehran. the import nice ol the column was vei'y 1:1 j •-■. 
Now with the flight of Itehim into Russian territory, it has tost it* significance fhe 
ArttebLl column guhrds t.he caravan route from A>taru vul Ardehil and Sarah to 
TnhreiiK. A# tlm Foranm Cfovqfniinurit. has up to the present done nothing towards 
subduing the Shah stem ns, the presence of tins eoluinn at Arduhil is al^oterely 
necresary. Russian frontier posts in thin region are ftnbjecred to constant ate .arks by 
Rei'Ht Mi mountain eora, mid every year tjojik; ol those gualids fill victims to ibu bullete of 
three Imidiu The Inst case wln'H a Russian officer of the frontier guard was killed 
remains unpunished, md t-e Persian Goveroumid, net wi theti tnd ing tv ponied ffgsiirai ires, 
have never paid compensation, Such n eeudition of trtthirs, apart from the pitL rolling of 
the ear 1 van route, in .ken the withdrawal of the coin in 11 out tins qgmtlon, ^ Finally, 
the Tiiljruiw lore* iw eh nged with keeping order in this commercial centre, which is the 
most important 1 ra le mart to Russian gauds in Nonh-wret Pcraiu, The Iftmcntable 
eon litFn of the so-iutled triMp* ..f Sat tar and Buglier Khans, which are irritldng Irene 

than ml undisciplined horde of a.. imliwduah, <: mipulss out force to prolong its muy 

at lubreez. Tli.< di-iMimir' ef the Ruiseiitn coin 1 mi would l» immediately follhwcrl by 
a disturbance d the ponce in iluu town. Thus, the departure ul 1 ho Russian twps 
depends en the spaed with which the Pominii (mvi?r«meut lakes munsums I'y the 
pabntfbit of jbmnquility. The only place from widish there can be imy question of 
\)v withdrawal of the tVoojw is K lavin, In well-in termed circles this withdrawal has 
I,n, r Im^i'Ei talked «f, mill it is 1 ■ lie hoped that this step will he taken as soon aa 
p. ne I lie. We ' Oiisiflcr Ibid the a ghat ten which b being I'amed on by Hatter Kl an at 
TahrcLiK nlinuM not he allowed to allcet any dtohioji which may be t^ktci eis irgnrda 
Lh ’ KliKvin forte. The dcpnrture of the troops from Kuzvin woultl proiiuce a 
iaviHimljle imniitssii'ni, not only in Ttdirau but throughout Nonh-wost Reryisi, 

I Imve, &(j r 

A, N]C 0 IA 5 ON. 


[992 U No. no- 

l/e^au'u tidifitt iniif'uh'd- !*t tfi'i'tiiutt . tidffi' hif 1/. 

to A’iiiVdf/n f>t) l-otitit Iteth'kntd&rjj March 21, ltjlU.) 

SK con formant stricienienl mix priiudpf* otrthlis par hi convention augln-ntssc 
eom iu uit la Rernc, le (hmycrnnmmt linperial n'u pas mi t u vno dVnll#tT do quchpie 
hic.ut qua f soil, hi Hberln > If coin merer dhuitvos nfiliouK dims co pays. 

t A; t hmvcniemctu linperkd no pen I ueanmoitis sq dejuirlir dn jidiiit de vne 
i^piwv diLU'i fnidL'-memoire In Mitiihtre dea AlTaiiv^ Ktraugeres do Iti Janvier H 
JiiibimSriLt h- priueipe en Vi'rlu ihiquel la Ihi - r i el I' Aa-tei'-rre, ayaul de vastys mierets 
on Perec el etant plijK atWlaerf que tourus lea mil res I’liissntee.-i par I'mianhia aHnellc, 
doivemt <le ce olief jonlr il’nii droit preponderant dr gnidur In I'orso dr lours eonueils 
on tii.iliei'e dr ivtbrimvs liuaneRuo^ base de lonlr mitre nTormo, 

I.o ihiuverm-meut russi? emit inutile daillLiirs d'iii-ist.'r fair re point, Is priueipe 
en rpu.^tion ayaut eio rrcuitnu a plusirure reprises par Jo (hjuverueimmt Lillemaml. 


I'm outre, la remise oa orclro normal des finances persnnes cons blue uuo condition 
indispensEililc pour Id niEtintJon dc ]'independence politique et pour le dovehippuimrut 
ctanieudquf; dr kl Perse an prolit de toutes les nations int^resscus dans le commerce de 

ce pay, 4 . 

Tout rn expviinunl le regret q no sea c spit cations ante rim res aient par u jus ufiisa rites 
an ! huiViTiicntcut. allcmand, lr flouvernemenl i'usko eroiL devoir constate? n nouveau 
quo yest dr sa prop re initiative quo le Gonveniemcnt persan, sur le cons oil de 
M, Iii/ot, s'aitiiwa u la Franca demandanl dTnvover pour le consciiler financier deux 
adjoin is. C‘e& juspmieni, do IVnigugiujuiii. do i-es jdaux adjoiuts din si qne iTun 
direct 1 air de regisl reiioit H, do i^uatre !tssi>-tauta qu'il est question cn cd luoment. I/- 
dm Ex d’ruiploycs l'nm^ais pom- ccb bostea idavait dt6 arreto que dans 1c but dc 
fad I iter Sen r rmviiil en ctiitiimiii avoe M . Itijcoi ol drearier la poodibilitd fi Tavenir do 
di Ilf rendu outre en dernier et sus fiainrn cdUnliorateurs. 

Re Gouvwiiemeut russe croii. pgabment- devoir attirer 1'atteutbn dn Guitverne- 
ment Jillomnud aur le fait que In I Watt a act.nc.dlemeiit h son service 11 ombre dVmployus 
euro[tei?ns uhippai tenant pus ^ b> pat Ion id he L'rati^aise, ids que lea fouctionuaires 
balgos, par cxcmple, charges do I'iubj]inisL etii ion dus douanes. 

Du vesto, 1c rlioix defiuilif des adjoints dn conseiller financier appall tent au 
fhmverncmeni persfm, qui no pita encore preuoncc sur ce point; il vei de soi que 
s’i! cxpviiuait to d<Ssir dc j diEiisir st?^ foiu-tiommires nilleurs qifcn France le Gouveriie- 
ment ru^se 11 y verm it p;is d'objcetion. Lc cas ocluhnu, i> sernit necessaire, afin de 
previ.msLyderi cornpli cat ions idlcrioures, que ces fmict ion a a ires gs’i Is nc sunt ni Unaaes 
31 i Anglais, tesswnii choitsis pared les sujets de Rniswmces Ncootidairos, 

Rn ce qui concerne If C bean in do Fer^do Ragdadj si h L Gouvernetneiit russo n 'a 
paa donne jusqu'ici suite eiux pourparlers eiigagos on 11)07, e’est que daus Feutre- 
tomps ilaote question do n^gcjuimions a quatre, a ce sujet et quode C-shinet de Raint- 
P&orabouTg, ignorant d'niUanra quo le CJouvernemeiii. ullflhiund Sait ahsclimenl. 
conlraiie a do parodies nogocialitHis, af tends it hi decision dee a litres PuissanceB 
iulciussces sur co point. Tout en ctant, cn o/Tet, pardsau do negotiations a qinitre, -.11 c 
l’enBemblo de Eel questiom le (lOuvenicnicnt mpse t;st en memo temps tout ptvt a 
reprenclrfi les pourpnrlois susmej^lipiu^s sur la bugs spthhde qui a did fixee on 1007 
dhm com mu n accord. 


[93201 No. ^11, 

Coal'd 0 / Trtitk to Fmr.ifpi OjiifC ,— (Itercivfitl Murch £1.) 

Sir, Ikuird of Trfidty-March IS), 1010. 

WITH reference ib^revibiis cpm^ohdenco oil the subject vf ihe provision pf i*qatl 
guards iu SoLithem Perag, I' nm dii'pctuil by the Urtirtt of Trade to forward you 
hoi-ewilh, for the iidhrnmtioii of the Si'erehtry nfHtfttu, copy of si letter which they hav" 
received from Messrs. EL U. Dixon and (’o, 

f am, Ac, 

GEO, J. STANLEY, 


Knclosure in No. lit* 

Mr.jnrt?i ifi.wri attd’Ca. to Board of Tradv. 

Whitworth lionw; I ^Ottawa Struct* ManchcxUr, 

Shy Mi|| 9, 1®; 

\YEjgreni1ly regie t to Im w . .Id to what we havu previously writ tan on the 

subject ol Lho state of the dim van rentes in Persia a meat iinfUvouiiihm report just r > • 
hand from our finn in Rusliire 1 Vreiun Gulf as fol|tevs:— 

lL We ask you to make a joint repiuamitation on your side in the right direction :i.h 
yop did litdbre in respect to the bid co.ritl it Eon of the I'oiuls. Thu hire (mule hiiv i',.r 
piece goods? is rising fast, and 1 be tmmtpori is ecaree. To-day's rates are SOn kmus up 
to -l Ul flans jn?r 7 SO lh, J’be SIiunik Ispahan road is iniVcHtad with rehbei's, ami ^'..■ 
think it 18 time that, something is done to end this stale of allaire. The KImus of 
R.auiqonii mid 1 hd.-ky havo pnul u present of .idpam kratm jointly tu Soulet-cd llowlch, 
who ut tui'iii hi|8 iujitmuted ^dl mulctecra to travel from Busliire elh far nts Dalokyj an ! 







from thonjfc change the route: to Shiran, vii Jortb. It comes to this, that in t-ho near 
future the muleteers have to travel zigzag to assist the k hans financially at the cost of 
thM merchants. Thing are going from had to worse, and a strong action from your side 
is necessary—nay, imperative." 

Our Bush ire firm further point oat that the present tariff is operating very unfitly, 
ntifl we would specially draw your attention to the oiistoms duties on tea. In the old 
'days, Bnlish importers did a good business tn Java and Indian teas ; hut to-day this is 
all changed, and the tea hush loss Ijclh fallen almost entirely into the hands ol native^ 
who Kniiiggh* it into the-' country, i hi a case of Java tea. on ilia old tar HI the duty used 
jr> he aljout Ed krao.6 per case, whereas now it is about 80 krans a case, Needless to 
sny t the firms who now pay the 80 kruns ft caw L cannot compete with the smuggled tea. 
W B believe that, this is well known to the British resident in Bush ire. It would lie to 
llir advantage of the Persian authorities to lower the duty on to?n They would gain id 
revenue with the duties on tea, ns it would not then lie worth while to smuggle on such 
nri extensive scale. 

Wo shnnId lie greatly favoured if yon gould pass on our report to the proper 
quarters and let us know what program is peing made towards the patrol oi the Persian 
cam van routes. 

With our Ijeat thanks for your kind attention to this matter, wo have, &c, 

H. C. DIXON and Co. 


[9804] 


No. 411*. 

* 

Sir a Iforday to Sir Edward Grey,—(ffccc^ed March 21.) 


(No, m.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. TeftroH, iVansk 21, 1910. 

A NliW Minister for Foreign Affaire has linen appoinled, by name Moavin-ad- 
Dowlelt I Id is unt known In he pro-Gen nan. Personally I do mu know him, hut I 
believe lie is looked upon by the Russian Govermneui in no unfavourable 15glit 


[9805] Ho. -lilt. 

\ST <h Bav$aij to Sir Edward (Jyqi—{Received March 2L) 

(No. L 

(Tolqgmphie.) ! A 1 cUrati, March 21 ^ 1910. 

I HAVE received a telegram from Mr. Grahuma as follows:—- 

,k The Go«pr«or-General of Ispahan is dispatching a large force, together with 
some; guns, to take an Lion against a certain Karib Khan; the latter having raised a 
revolt in fvmnisknh has now some l t 500 followers.” 


[9863] 


No. 112. 


NT A, MicoUoa to Sir Edward Gny,—{Received Marsh 21.) 

(No. 105.) 

(Tolegmpltfffi P. St Peter#lnirgk t Mm^di 21, L010. 

ATTITUDE of Germany towards Persian question. 

At my Inlervii'tt today with M. Lsvolsky, his Excellency read to me the drafi of 
thu reply which he propmsca to semi to the Geruiuii, eoinri: Limitation, and asked my 
opinion oil iL. 1 replied I.3uit. I.lu- answer seemed a sensible one. On his expressing a 
hope that i Alania would W Supported by His Majesty's Government, 1 replied I hat lie 
uec.l have no ill least mass as to dial, that l hough Germany had spoken to us in a diiliuvnt 
tone, yet our injbt’fi'Slh were identical I tufcl hitn that oil a previous oceaden, in the 
early days of Algeeii as, Gmaiumy had adapted the an me line when aha endeavoured to 
douieh Great Britain from France. Her present tactics of a harsh attitude i nr St Pntera- 
hlll'gh urn I ft'ii 'ri' lly words in I .olidon were a repetition of the prudes then followed. 

Would you approve my rolling M. Isvclsky that- you would not object to liis 
monfuiiiiug Vi-i-liaHy a the German Ambofandor that in dealing with Persia, and with 
all made hi touching the Anglo Russian Convent ton, ho must necessarily act in con- 
aulliithm with you f 
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[9876] * No. 413. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A t KlcoUon, 

(No HO.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Foim Office, March 21* 1910. 

COUNT METTEfiNLCII called to-day, and stated In cun versa Lion that German 
Government considered that the conditions which Great Britain and Russia were 
exacting for the loon to Perns had the effect of excluding nil foreign trade and 
reducing Persian independence to a mere cypher, i Its version of the condition! was 
an incorrect one, 

1 havenot yet replied to his Excellency, but. shall inform him to-morrow of the 
actual conditions of the loan. I shall point out to hint that the conation concerning 
rail ways must be maintained in order to avoid the possibility of Persia admitting, 
without our knowledge, foreign control of n railway which might endanger our frontier 
or prejudice our political interests, but that it is not thereby intended to exclude the 
investment of foreign capital in Persian railways. 

Count Mctterniclds version of the conditions contains two erroneous statements. 
The first, is that we are insisting that Persians shall only get any kind of concession 
when they can definitely prove that they are not being backed by foreign capital. The 
second statement is equally inaccurate, and if it had been true the objections stated by 
Count Metternieh would have boon quite justiliabb. I therefore ttcpik it advisable to 
inform him of the actual condltiona. 


[9877] No. 414. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicalxon. 

(No. 141.) 

(Ttde graphic.) P, Foreign Office, March Si, 1910. 

FRENCH assistants in Persian Finance Department, 

I have given to German Ambassador explanation proposed by M. Dvulsky con¬ 
cerning origin of scheme of employing Frenchmen as additional assistants. 1 also 
remarked that whoa Belgians were engaged in Persian Customs Department Germany 
hud offered no objection. 

Count Mettemich remarked that it. was one thing to entrust Persian Customs to 
subjects of a small neutral Power, and another to give a Great Power entire control of 
Persian finance, I said that I saw his point of view, and thought there was something 
to be said for it, 


[9863] No, 415, 

Sir Edward Gray to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 142.} 

(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, March 21, 1910. 

(INK MANY and Persian loan conditions, 

l anguage reported in last paragraph of your telegram No, 105 of to-day has my 
approval. I have no objection to suggestion that German Ambassador should bo 
verbally informed. You may assure Minister for Foreign Affairs of fullest support of 
His Majesty's Government 


[9876] 


No. 4 Id, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir E, Gosdien* 

(No, 64.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 21, 1910, 

THE German Ambassador told rao to-day that ti was alleged, according to what 
his Government heard, that four conditions had bean stipulated for in connection yvilh 
the proposed loan to Persia i one prohibiting the building of ti railway in Persia 
without Anglo-Russian consent; a second granting a monopoly of navigation upon 


3 T 


[ 1704 ] 


Alm> to Sir A. Kiqualfloa, 











Lake Urumi'a to Russia ; a thin! claiming that concessions in Persia should he granted 
only to Russian subjects in the Russian sphere, siid only to British subjects in the 
British sphere ; and a fourth laying down that Persians were to receive obnceadidjis 
only if they could prove that they had no foreign capital behind them. The Gein^n 
(Government felt that conditions such as these were contrary to the wording of the 
Aoglo-Riissiau agreement, uh well os to the attsurauces given to other Powers as to the 
freedom of trade. Condi liana of this sort would render Persian independence) illusory 
and slant the door upon foreign cnmiuercB. 

I replied that, speaking from memory, I was sure that the conditions he had 
mentioned were not accurate. I would, however, refer again to the actual conditions 
which we were proposing, and see tho Ambassador about them on a future day. 

I ail), #0; 

E. GREY. 


[9877.1 


No. -117. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir E, Cmckm. 

(No. $|| 

Fordyn OJficc, March 21, 1910* 

I FOLD the German Ambassador to-day that 1 had now investigated the position 
with regard to British chi i ms in Persia. J found that there were arrears iu the into neat 
on tho Anglo-Indian Government loans of 1903 and 1904. The Persian Government 
owed large sums lo the Imperial Bank of Persia ; and there were claims of British. 
euI jjec t s a bij ounting nondn a 11 y tt> o ve r tSOOllnOf * T1 1 e A ugh>l ud i a n loans, and pro bn bly 
the Imperial Hunk loans, wore founded upon definite securities but we made no 
puyim.TLU^ Lo Persia out of which we could recover these loans or the inteafftf. upon 
them> neither did we make any payments out of which we could satisfy the claims of 
British subjects. As to the latter claims, we wore in no better position than anyone 
else, In Fact, considering the amount of iheso claims, we might well be smd to be in a 
worse position than others. Yet we were not asking that any of these claims or arrears 
of interest should be satisfied put .of the advance to the Persian Government now under 
discussion. 

The Ambassador said thu the understood llmt. when a larger loan was made, claims 
might hr taken into consideration. 

I replied that, when the time came for a larger loan, the question iff whether any 
claims should or-should not be satisfied out of it would have to W considered, 

I tin'll told the Ambassador that we quite recognised tho general principle of 
commercial equality lor third Powers in Persia. With regard to the employment of 
FrcuclmiGti iu the Person Financial Department, however, 1 explained to him that 
aongs tunc ago M- BEam Itfld cniorad die service of the Persian Govormuftit. and after- 
wards the Itnier, on their own initiative, had arranged that. M. Ilian should be 
by two iitMUitimd French “ adjoint*/' Later on the IWan Govern men l had suggested 
that -mm loore Frenchmen should bo introduced in order to ensure the smooth 
working of the Financial Department. Russia ami we, owing to the facts that Persia 
WEis a ltmhroph.0 eoimtry, and that we had large linanctal stakes in it, were especially 
interested in neffiug IVrbkui linatioes ]>ul into good order, for ibis was the basis of all 
Security and g'ood^ gm-urnijit'iU, l did cot know why the Germ an* should object lo the 
employment of Frenchmen in otio departihjait, seeing that iu the past they had not 
objected to tho employment of Bdgiuus iu the Gusloms Department. 

Count Slatternioh asked whether ouly Belgians had Leon 
Customs, 

I answered that my impix^shm was that after Mi Nans, a Belgian, was made 
Controller of the Persian Gusto ms, only Hd giant* hud received tho subsequent up point- 
imonte hi tlie Customs* 

Count lMolUsrmch observed that putting of the Customs under the control of a 
amidl Power was net quite Lite smnu thing ns the putting of die whole Financial 
Department under the control of li Great Power. 

1 said 1 lbought there was something iu this point* 

I am, ^e, 

E. GREY. 


employed in the 


_ 


Iti Llh^Urtvt « 
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[8648] No. 413. 

Foreign Oj)hc- to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office March 21, 1910* 

WITH rcbjpeuce to previous correspondence relative to the. retention of four 
sowars from the guard lately in the employment of the Anglo- Pen* ill it Oil Company to 
serve us escort for Lieutenant Wilson while engaged in survey work in connection 
with the proposed irrigation of tho Kerkhu River, I am directed by Secretary SEr 
Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram from His Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran, requesting authority to function the further retention of these 
men for use in dint officers proposed investigations on tho Shaur River.* 

In this connection I am to state that on the 5th ultimo Sir E. Grey received 
a despatch from tho British acting con sul-general at Rushing forwarding copy of a 
letter addressed by him to the Government of India, recommending to their favourable 
consideration Mr* Wilson’s suggestion that he should undertake this investigation, and 
should retain the four sowars to aid him in tho work. 

Sir E. Grey had intended Lo abstain from address jug Viscount Motley on. the 
subject, since, if the Government oE India approve the proposal, your department wild 
doubtless take the initiative in the matter by approaching this office with tho request 
that hail' the cost involved iu carrying it out should he borne by Imperial funds, but 
in view of Sir G. Barclay’s enquiry it seems preferable to raise tho question, without 
further delay. 

i am accordingly to enquire whether Lord Myrley approves of the scheme, and to 
state that, if so, Sir E. Grey is willing to approach the Lords Commissioners of Ilis 
Majesty’s Treasury, with the requesJ that half the expense entailed by It should bo 
defrayed from Imperial sources. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


19891] No + 419* 

Sir A. isicolsor lo Sir Edward Greg.—(Received March 22.) 

(No. H2.) 

Sir, St. Pclemhurghi March 18, 1910. 

WITH reference lo your despatch Mo. Ai of the 22nd February lust, 1 have tho 
honour to inform yon that J burn received from Messrs. Nearco Oasl.idSi, of Tabrren, a 
list of lIjo carpels stolen by Rahim Khun and supposed to be in his pounces ion, The 
letter enclosing the list gives some explanation of the contents of the latter, but 
cuuLaiiis no request for any action on ray part. 

In view of the statement contained in the letter Irani M. Ikyplsky, copy of which 
weis forwarded to you in my despatch No, 90 of the 10th February—'that the only 
course open to Messrs* Cnstelli was to have recourse to the ordinary process M Russian 
law—it seems probable that the firm iu question may already have Instituted legal 
proceedings against Rahim Khan. 

In circuinstances I propose to lake no further action in tho matter here 
nolens I receive instructions from you to do so* 

1 have, &e. 

A* NIQOLSDN. 


L99S6] No. 420* 

Sir A, Nicohon to Sir Edward Grcyc — deceived March 22.) 

(No. 107,) 

(Tele graph ic.) P. St Petersburg]^ March 22, 1910. 

ATTITUDE of Germany towards the Persian: question* 

1 saw thu Assistant Minister for Foreign A null's this afternoon, nud lie told me that 

* No. asa, 
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fqvoi^ky had been assured by the Gorman Ambassador that there was no intention 
on the part of Germany to apply for railway concessions in Persia. Count Pourtalba 
had, moreover, repeated the assurance that Germany recognised the special position held 
by Russia and England in that country. 


[9984] 


No. 481. 


Sir Edimiil Cny to Sir C- Bare lay. 

* 

Foreign OfjicGj March 22, ]910* 


(So, 60.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, 

CON YE UBIO N of loan. , 

Yon should enquire of manager of Imperial Bank what are the views tit the 
alternative otters for the conversion of the lean which Persian Government has put 
forward The second ol' the two alternatives is considered by the hank as the most 
favourable. Telegraph your opinion as to the tertojs* 


[10070] No* 422, 

Sir Edward Prey to Sir A. Ficahon. 

(So, 14§) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Oj}ke t March 22, 1210. 

GERMANY and Persia. 

1 communicated to Count Mottemich to-day verbally an abridged summary ol 
conditions attached to joint itdvwice, but did not give him the test. 

As regards the condition which he supped we had rijMe with regard to con¬ 
cessions, i,e,, that they should be con flood to Russians and English in their respective 
spheres, I explained that lie was undfer a delusion. The option for which we had 
stipulated in the case of railways was intended to safeguard pjfr frontiers strategically, 
and our general political intoreajk Wo could riot allow a sudden handing over of a 
Peraian railway to foreign control, but we did not desire necessarily to obtain all, or, 
indeed, any of these concessions ourselves. Wu lmd not, as the t h-rniEtna had supposed, 
penalised Persian enterprise by tin.' bx caption w« j had made in the untie of rntlwaya 
constructed and financed by Tpskiis-Son the contrary, wo had thereby limited our own 

option. „ 

1 alluded to condition Nil. 5, saying I saw no objection to the concession, though I 
was net in a position to tell him terms exactly. 

The remaining .conditions included, I sum, provisions for the policing ot trade routes, 
the appropriation of the money to sound end*, and the reform of the Ministry of 
Finance, E remarked that l told him of these to prevent- furtlim misunderstand ingti. 

Raverting to the poiui iiilaed by the German Ambassador yesterday. I remarked 
that Lhe Persian Government was the party w I so should decide on the relative merits of 
Belgians arid Frenchmen as financial oxjwrts \ if they objected to Frenchmen, perhaps 
a small neutral Power might Ije approacntnL 

The AmhiisHa.br> after making a fbw criticisms, merely thanked mo for the 
information, and Buid he would transmit it- to Berlin, IEis criticisms dealt with railways 
ami navigation* but ware only ma le In pacing. 


H0071J no. m 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir .1, Nicohum. 

(No, 144} 

(TeWraphio-) P* Foreign 0Jfc$* March 22, 1910, 

PERSIAN loan conditions and Germany (see my telegram No. 140 ol the- 

Slot March), 

E have let-day received exactly similar vers ion of loan conditions from Austrian 
Amhiutwidor containing an,me hmccurnrieii. and haw made the hihuo _ reply ii& in abovu 
telegram, Fount MeustWff did not, however, allude to An. nationality of the financial 
uii+isi iiiU, and I therefore did not mention ibis point. 




[10070] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 

(No. 67*) 

Sir, ^ Foreign Qjfi.ce t March £2, 1910. 

i TOLD Count Metternich to-day that the alleged condition with regard to the 
Persian loan* about which ho had spoken to me yesterday, to the effect that in Persia 
concessions should l>c granted only to Russians in the Russian sphere and only to British 
subjects in the British sphere* did not exist at all. 

As tn [lie fourth ulli-ged condition* of which lie lmd told me yesterday, to the effect 
that concessions were to he granted to Persians only A they could prove that they lufj. 
no foreign capital boldnd them, it was a garbled version of the condition that Great 
Britain ami Russia were to have the first option of constructing tailwayc in Poreia, it 
being stipulated that this did not apply lo the case of Person railways to ho built and 
worked by Persian subjects with Persian capital. This stipulation lmd been made in 
order to safeguard the sovereign righisof Persia, and$ so far from being a limitation upon 
Persian rights as the German Government bed supposed* it was a limitation upon our 
option with regard to railways. 

Count Metteriiioh remarked upon our option upon railway concessions, saying that 
it seemed to exclude sill foreign enterprise, 

I replied that this was not the intention of the condition. As a matter of fact, we 
had no great desire to make railways ourselves in Persia at the moment, but we wished 
to guard against thu possibility of waking up some morning to find that the Persians 
had placed some railway concessions under foreign control for making railways where 
they would be damaging to our political interests, or strategically menacing to our 
frontiers. We desired, therefore* to have the option of making railways of this sort 
mirsvlves, and so rendering them unobjectionable, if the Persians decided to have them 
made by foreigners, 

I told Count Motternich that there wag, as he had heard* a concession for the 
navigation of Dike Ururnia, 1 hud not the exact terms of it in mind* but I could 
not sec that there was any objection to a concession for the navigation of a 
Persian lake, 

Count MetterniSi said the question was whether the concession would grunt a 
monopoly or not, 

I then told, him that, in order to avoid further iirisupprebon&ion* 1 would tell him 
the other conditions which we ware putting forward with regard to the proposed loam 
To prevent the wasting of the loan a programme of expenditure was to lac approved by 
the Russian and British Legations, and the expenditure was to he controlled by a 
commission under the Persian Minister of Finance. All the money was to be expended 
for public purposes, not for out 1 commercial interests* except in so far as the restomtion 
of order in Persia benefited all commerce. Resides this condition* there were two 
others. One was the reorganisation of the Ministry of Finance under French experts, 
asCjount Mot to in ion had already heard. Referring to what be lmd said on this point 
yesterday', ] observed that it was primarily lor the Belgians to miss objecti|ii to the 
nationality of the proposed experts. If the- Persians did raise an objection* then, 
perhaps* the best solution would he the employment of expert, 1 * who were Lhe subjects 
of tome small neutral Power. The remaining condition was that n force should be 
formed for the protection of trade routes* Our trade had Buffered greatly owing to 
the interference with traffic on the southern roads. In soma coses the roads had 
t total absolutely Id coked by robljere. it was therefore essential that the Persian 
Government should provide a force to protect trade routes. 

Count Metier nich thanked me, and lie i-wiid would communicate to his Government 
what I had told him 

I am* Ac. 

E. GREY. 


















[10071] 


No, 425. 

Sir Edimrd Grey to Sir F> Cartwright; 

{No. 31.) 

Sir t Foreign Office f March £2, 1010. 

THE Austrian Ambassador made to me tenday a com irma million about the 
alleged conditions of tfi,e proponed loan lo Persia in precisely tiie same terms as 
tbs communication which the Dorman Ambassador made- to me yesterday. 

; gave Count Mensdorff the same answer as I had already given to Count 
Mcttcrnieh to-day, without, however, referring at all to the nationality of Lhe financial 
experts,, us Count Mensdorff said nothing himself on tins point, and took the opportunity 
of observing that it was curious that the Austrian Government should have received 
exactiy the same information as that received by the German Government. 

Count Mensdorff replied that no doubt the information had been obtained from the 
same source. 

.1 am, &c. 

E. GREY, 


[9981] 


No. -12EL 


Forehjn Office tn India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March £2, 19 ] 0. 

f AM directed by Secretory Sir Edward Grey to iruunuEi To you herewcih copy of 
a telegram from the manager-in-chief of the Imperial Bunk of Persia at Tehran to the 
bank in Ixjntkm, giving the terms of alternative offers made to the bank by the Persian 
Government for a con version loan, 

Sir Thomas Jackson, who left this paper at this CMllee, stated that the bank pre¬ 
ferred the second alternative. 

1 am to state that Sir R Grey would bo glad to learn, at V&count Morleye 
early convenience, whether he would sue any objection to the hunk acceding to either 
or these offers on the understanding that the service of the Anglo-Indian advances of 
1.903 and 1901 wore made a lirsl dmrge oil the customs revenues of the ports oi the 
Por&itm ( rulfj lo he pledged fls security in the proposed transaction. 

I fim to add that Sir E. Grey line iiddrati$d a telegram to Mis Majesty's Minister 
at Teh mb, asking for an oxpr^sioii of his views on these proposals. 

1 mn, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


Enclosure in No, 12ft. 

/mpar£fl|J {Sank of Pcfaia, Tehran, to Imperial flank of Peraia, London. 


C I’ckgraph Ic,) Tehran, March IT, 1919. 

i 1 Ed tiSljV X liuvmuioiit propose atmd gamut ion debts tu the bank convert into loan 
in sterling 5 percent interest or currency 0 per rent interest to be repaid. Capital 
and iiitutvst, equal hiaUiWntft, cxteiidingovur tiurty years, le be secured by hypotheca¬ 
tor i. I 'wt i 3 ks rsian Gulf pi j rt s ;ve eu n eh or mo , re cei ptsol w I del i, oi i t he basis < >\" av or* tge 
receipts last live yearn, amount 4*009,00 kruna per annum. Li the event of receipts 
from aliovc ports falling below (his amount, Persian Govunimpnt agrees to include 
additional ports. Alternative proposal loan in sterling 15 per cent, interest currency 
7 per rent interest to be repaid capital ami interest equal instalments, extending over 
"HI years, but Persian Govomnumt to have ilm option of payoff loan cud any three 
yeuL-di living present setnirily, wheivby nil Persian Gulf porta remain under hypotheca¬ 
tion to u& not dimaged, and undertaking customs receipts, all Persian Gulf purls to bo 
I'idd o sc I naively to us. It them terms accepted, Persian Government express their 
imcmioti repay all Russian loans, with, the exception of those for which terms arranged 
already to be completed tn u year by internal loan, In be issued locally, sale jewels ami 
imy other realisable object; hut with regard to Imperial Dank of I'ersia, Pei#m 
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Government wish to arrange gradual repayment, and keep all accounts exclusively with, 
us, as State bank, with the exception of those already pledged Batiquo iTEecompte do 
Perse, and in view of lock-up capital proposal nteeesifates Persian Government will 
accede to notes tn circulation may be increased by 400,00® in excess of concession 
limit secured by this advance. 


[10043] No. 427. 

India Oflkc to Foreign Office .—'(deceived March £3 ) 

Sir, India Office, March 22, 1910. 

IN reply to your letter dated die 17th March, 1910, regarding the presentation to 
the Persian Government of the accounts of expenditure incurred in connection with the* 
Centre! Persia telegraph line, i. am directed by the Secretary of State for India to 
enclose copy of a note by the director-iinohief on the telegram from His Majesty’s 
Minister at. Tehran accompanying your letter. 

Viscount Morley agrees with Mr. Kirk in deprecating the proposal to forgo 
altogether the presentation to the Persian Government of the account of establishment 
charges under article 2 of the convention. It is true that, as pointed out by Sir 
G. Barclay, delay in presenting tbit, account may weaken the case for repuymenl of the 
charges, but lie thinks it preferable tn accept this risk (if necessary) rather than to 
abandon altogether what has been decided to be an equitable clnltn for the repayment 
to the Indo-European Telegraph Department of the considerable sum of 6,438L 

Lord More I y would suggest that, if Secretary Sir E- Grey be willing to reconsider 
the opinion expressed in the hint, paragraph of your letter, Sir G. Barclay should bo 
instructed in this sense. 

I am, (See. 

R* RITCHIE. 


Enclosure in No. 127. 

Notcby the Direcior-in4 ■ hivf t Indo-Eurofiean Telegraph Departments dated March 16,1910, 

TJJE total adfcount, agninsi rhe Persian Government for the Cot lira] Torsi a line is 
divided into three parts, namely (*i) (he bill for the capital cost of the Central Persia 
Hue, ou which the rental to be paid i* calculated ; (h) the Htll for advances on account 
of esteiblislimout charges under article 3 of the convention for the line ; and (c) the bill 
for buildings on the line, an account which has not yet been prepared. 

Sir G, Barclay'* proposal is, if the prestonation of the aecoi&t can be put off until 
the fate of the A^ibistan convention is decided in the Mmljliss, to preeW the bills 
{it and (h) together, hut if immediate presentation of the account Is required, Lo 
present bill (rt) only, ami to drop the claim m bill (6) altogether. At the end of his 
telegram he adds that be coiffil of course presenr bill (i>) later, but it would weaken 
our ease fur repayment of the charges, Perhaps it would be advisable to agree to 
Sir (i. Bare lay's proposals., provided El was understood if bills ( 13 ) ami Ri) Eire not 
presented toother iliat tall (6) should be presented later. 

IL A, KIRK, 


[10123] No, 427°, 

Sn- {!. Barclay to Sir jtSdward Grey.—(Free lord March 23 + ) 

m. i2G.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, ^ Tehran, March 23, I'.'ln. 

tirUSTION of Intomationul Syndicate, mentioned in my lehigram No* 111 of 
10th instant. 

Pt^au Government have aeknmvlerlged warning Ilia Majesty’s Government, 
and stale that sudi of the country's revenues ns are uncharged are available fm* 
tnmsamiona of any doacriptioii, and the right to dispose of them is in no wavy limited 
by the nogotiatiouB at present proceeding respecting the joint advance., 

Reply of Porsiuji Governibeni adds that they wall always respect entirely sin- 
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arrangements inline between Bis Majeny'g Government and the Persian Government m 
regards any sources of (lie country's revenues. 

My Russian colleague lias received a similar communication that has one addition 
however, viz., that with regard to the passage respecting the loan veto* the Persian 
Government will observe all obligations In the W contracts with the Rubbish 
Government. 

These notes are unsatisfactory, and we might point out in our replies how greatly 
the Persian Government have failed to observe their financial engagements to the 
British and Russian Governments. We might further warn them that should they 
persist in pledging lo same third party the country’s resources, there will be a possible 
danger of their receiving a demand for the immediate repayment of all arrears of 
interest and also of the Heating debt 

M- Fbkl$w&ki is pointing out in a telegram to the Russian Government that the 
Persian Government imply in the paragraph respecting the loan, veto that they place a 
narrow interpretation on the clauses dealing with the; veto. He suggests, therefore, the 
desirability of dearly showing the Persian Government that the present case is 
safeguarded by the clamies in question. 


[10134] No. 42S, 

Sir A. Nic-ota&n to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 23.) 

C% 108.) 

(Telegraphic.) i\ p| Petcrsburgh, March 23, 1D10. 

GERMANY and Persia. 

Secret information hate reached M. Is volsky from Tehran, though his Excellency 
will not guarantee the authenticity of it. to the effttet that, the German Minister there 
haw been naked by gome members o! the Mcdjltfcj whether Germany would not loud 
Jjor mediation with regard to the questions of the presence of Russian troops and of 
tho conditions attached to the advance. This request is said to he bases on article 18 
ol tlue Perso-Gorman Treaty of LSI3, AL Poklswsky has been instructed to endeavour 
to ascertain whether there h any truth in this information, and, if so, to lot it bo 
known that the only result of the intervention of a third Power in the question of the 
presence of the Russian troops would be to delay the withdrawal of the latter. 


[10043] 


No. 4S0, 

Kir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

Foreign Office, March 23, 101D. 


(No. (ill.) 

(Telegraphic A 1\ 

GENT!LAL Persia telegraph line. 

India Ufiicu consider that course mentioned in your telegram No, 100 of the 
l Hli .March Em, in spite of the risk involved, the liest to adopt, since they do uol. think 
fit to waive altogether their claim for establishment, charges. 

\ on should therefore withhold the I rill for establishment charges until a later date, 
while presenting to the Minister oi r j olegraphe, m the event of his renewing hia request 
for bill p that for capital cent only. 


[10127] 


No. 430. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Bu relay. 

Foreign Office, March S 3 , 1910 , 


(No. 70,) 

(Telegraphic.) Y. 

SLlklKIl of Mohammcr&h 
Language used in reply to SI ad kit bus my approval. 
See your telegram No, 127 of to-day, 


t 

110127] s °- 427 *. 

Kh' G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey* — {Jicccived March 33,) 

ITalegraplnc.) P. Tahrah March 23,1910. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 103 of the 14th March, 1 have the honour to 
transmit herewith following telegram from Hie Majesty’s acting consul-general 
13 us hi re:— 

** With reference to my telegrams Nos. 4b and 40 of the 23rd 1 H ebrunry, and 
■especially paragraphs S and 0 of statement therein, I am informed that tho Sheikh of 
Mohammerah is very anxious to know whether wo will give him guarantees against 
internal aggression. 

«I'Vuling these guarantees, sheikh declares that he must bo guided by his own 
interests, which. I take to mean arrangements with all tho chieftains^and khans of 
South and South-West Persia who a™ opposed to Eakhtiari ascendancy. 11 

In reply, I have instructed His Majesty's consul at Mohammernh to inform tho 
eheikli that the situation is being closely watched by Pile Majesty's Legation, and that 
T think ho exaggerates the dangers with which ho believe* himself threatened through 
the Bakbtiari ascendancy. His best policy is to continue hie allegiance to Persian 
Government, and, should he still find reason to complain of encroachments, to submit 
his grievances to Government in Tehran, He could count on my support in tho event 
of satisfaction being then ref used him, 


[ 1704 ] 
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[10233] No. 432^ 

Sir H. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received Mur eh 24.) 

{No. 126.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 24, 1910. 

PijBABE refer to your telegram No. GO of the 22nd March. 

Bank would certainly benefit more under the second arrangemept, und as a 
reduction from 12 |u;r lvuL to G per cent. or 7 per cent, is effected in the bank's 
charge t on the southern ports wo need not, for tlw fake of our Government loan, raise 
any abjection to the whole debt to the Imperial ihusk of Persia being secured by 
rove no os of oil southern ports.. ThcJ .-aid would be an ample margin remaining, and 
it would be very advantageous to have tin- receipts all paid into tie- bank. 

I'm. i .!; I ; .'. ■•! nnieuL fa not likely Jo bu in a position to exercise illo dptlpn, wMdi 
they 3ml i. of .lisehui'gmg the debt ufti r three years* notice, so that tbe clause referring 
to that option need not, be counted, an objectimi. Had the Persian Govepmaent the 
fund.-; the greater part of bank's present advances might-, moreover, be repaid at any 
lime. 


[10236] No. 432f. 

Sir 0. lUt relay to Sir Edward fi r n-//.—(i.Vcebred Mwah 24.) 

(No, 121), Veiy CoiilideiitkiL) 

(Telegapi^u.) I*. ^ Tehran, March 24, 1010* 

PLEASE refer to my telegram Xo, 128 of lo-dny’s dale. 

I hnvi: jjo doubt Hurt ffe prepcwtds are the outcome of u note which, following 
example tunl with knowliidg* 1 of my hn-simi colleague, 1 addressed re Portion 

Uliv i Hi] iii, milt ia which I a do I il lv all ..ilihrenl. eatagurk'-i o!' the Government's 

del.i in 11.i■ Imperial Hank of Fuisiu n : (jii be imiiied and the it iLurest regularly paid. 
M. Htiklmvsky ! its. S Just luvseiued ti similar eomuHiuicntmii alt hough in somewhat more 
prefixing Jon us, us the iu tores L duo In Russian bunk was in nrrear. 

h would he hard, Llien.'buy, tn conceal these proposals from the Eu&siiui Miimletq 
\ urn. limn:<iV( r, ikuil Jf d [mu he would view ihrm, for we may asremm that propnnds 
tiiuikii re ihurti' uuidr to Im| i. rlal Bank of Portia have not been made Id Idissiiin bank. 
Uu tiii- |»-ini. pti'iiaii m'v Liiinl paragraph of bmik manager's telegmni to his Loudon 
sillina which, olilumgli tinelJy privnle, has, ! pn ,-ul me, been euitmiim seated Jji you. 

With regard to pres peel ■ of IVrtiim (ioverninenl being in it 'posit, ion to wipe out 
its Horn mg drbi tu Uu&timi bunk,! would in cut ion ilmt (he valuation of the Crown 
jewels by I lie French export exceeds wlmt ! expected. He has im yH completed his 
examination, yet the ligure quoted has already reached fr., but J am 

,*iivpi ic 1 1 abi.mi tin; power ol the Pertiun Government to raise much money within the 
conn fry. 


.LTOti 
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[10126] K* 43L 

Sir Edward Qrey tu Sir A , NFoUon, 

(No. 145 .) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign. 0Jfesj March 23, 1910. 

INTERNATIONAL Syndicate. 

Subject to approval of M, fevplaky, I propose to authorise reply suggested by 
Sir G. Barclay in his telegram No. 126 of" to-day. 


[10197] No. 432. 

Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign OJice,—(Baceiued Morph 24.) 

Sir, 25, Abckiii^ Lane , Lond<m p 23, 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 8th March regarding interest on tlie Persian 
Governinoni. debt to the hank, I mentioned that the amount of interest received up to 
the 24th February, 1910, was 190,000 tomans. We have to-day received a telegram 
stating that the amount of interest received between the; 20th September r 1900, and the 
20 th March, 1010 t amounts to 267 *000 tomans. 

I am, <£c. 

G, NEWELL, Manage 


[10254] No* 133. 

Sir Edward Greg to Sir A. EicoUon, 

(N o. ! 4 (J.) 

(Tblegiuphio.) P. Foreign ©Jiw, March 24, 1919. 

A L> V A X CE to Peis ian Govern it i out, 

Under instructions from Ids Government, the Italian charge dudhires called to 
enquire whether the Conditions of' the joint advance contained provisions by which 
British and Russian subjects were to have a monopoly of ooncossfena iu their reapectivc 
spheres. He had, it seems* received the same garbled account of the conditions us that 
mentioned in my telegram No. 144 of the 22nd March, 

I explained the wording mid in tent ton of condition No. 4 to him. 

The Turkish AinljiUHjndiir at Tehran is, he says* responsible lor the reports recuivud 
by his Government. 


[9921] No. 434. 

Sir Edward Greg to Sir A, Nicohon r 

(No. 94,) 

Bir t Foreign Office, March 24, 1910, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 90 of the IBlii instant, relative to the 
communication recently made by the (icrrruui to Jins Uufcsstian Guvurmnout on the 
subject of lhu conditions presented to the Persian Goveruafent hi connection with the 
proposed Anglo-Rua&ian advance* I transmit to your Excellency herewith copy of a 
paper handed to me on the 21st instant 0 containing the text of the reply which the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs proposes to return to the Germun Ambassador at 
St. Petersbtirgh with regard to this question. 

I am t Ac. 

E. GREY. 


f 
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[10265] 


No, 434*. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 

Foreign Office, March 25, HUO, 


(No- 73,) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

EXCAVATION rights in Persia. . . . 

[ have been ®r|acha<l by an Englishman who i$ anxious to make excavations at 

Siilfcmaijfltl. Are these rights still a French monopoly V ■ 


[10399] No. 435j 

Sir A. Nkohon to Sir Edward Grmf~(Ucceked March 20.) 

fTdegmpWc.) P. St. Pctarslmnjh. March 26, 1910. 

CONDITIONS as to railway concessions attached to the ggpan advance. 

Enquiries similar to those made in London have been made by the Austrian 
Ambassador here. Count Berehtdd, hfvever, did not address liw enquiries to 
M Iavolsky, but to the Assistant Minister lor Foreign A Hairs. Instructions to act m 
the same sense wore also sent, to ihe Italian Ambassador, but M. Mdegan suggested to 
his Government that compliance with these instmetion* would convey the impression 
of a combined demonstration, and that this might be repeated here, M. Mdcgan j-^as 
right in this conjecture, for M. Isvokky told me this afternoon that if the Italian 
Ambassador followed the line of his German and Austrian colleagues he would speak 

to him frankly. , ,, . ■ ■ 

This evening the Italian Ambassador came Lo sec ms and addressed the enquiries 
to me- I gave him the substance of your verbal communication to Count Mettermch, 
aa recorded in vour telegram No. M3 of the 22nd March.to me, . 

In ihe course of our convci'^iitioh M. Melfigari mentioned cnsuallj that she 1 us tiiBh. 
Ambassador at Tehran was said to be suggesting intervention bv the Powers to secure 
the- withdrawal of the Russian troops from Persia. I replied that I knew that the 
Russian Government wore particularly sensitive with regard to outside intervention, 
and said that the only result: of third Powers intervening would bo to prolong the 
retention of the Russian troops. M* Melcgnri waid that he had been given to 
understand that Turkey contemplated taking an active part m Persian a hairs. 


[10330] No. 436. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 

(Telegraphic.) P. Fonign 0)» V&tk 20, 1910. 

CONVERSION of Persian (Jovernittcnt’s debts to Imperial Bank, 

The telegram from the bank manager vm? shown to me in confidence, and in any 
ca«e it will not bo necessary to acquaint Rue#m Government with aD details contained 
ill it, Hut of course, if. proposed arrangement receives our sanction, wo shall he 
obliged to inform them of the fait- 

Wo cannot hinder an arrangement into which the I tank wishes to enter without 
considerable difficulty anti without incurring a certain amount of responsibility. 
Reference is to your telegram No. 13b of the 24th March. 


[10236] No, 437. 

Foreign Office tv India Office. 

Sir. .Foreign Otjkc t March 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 2.ml instant, relative to the proposals made 
by the Persian Government in ihc Imperial Bank of Persia ui connection with a 
conversion loan, 1 am directed by feretory Sir Edward Gray to transmit to you 
herewith copies of iwo furl her telegrams from lbs Majesty's Minister at Tehran, '■ tho 
former of which may nssisl N iscount Morley in his consideration of iho subject- 


Sir <■, J Surdity, Niit*. 12W ivqd iSfLt/l'fllegrayllic, \Eitrr:3i S-t, LUlft. 


£02® 


[ 10359 ] 

{No-130.) _ 
{Telegraphic.) 


No- m% 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grcy^(lhccivcd March 26,) 


i j.aiegrapmc i r+ Tehran , March 26, 1010, 

IN reply to your telegram No. 63 of the 19th March, I have tho honour to report 
that I have sent raatrufilions to His Majesty's acting consul at Shim?,, to assist French 
consular agent, if necessary, in protecting M, Nataf, tho director of tho Alliance 

| KT*Ah 1 iffN 

M. Natal, acting consul reports, loft Hie Majefy's consulate for a garden aomo 
distance outside the town on the 16th March last. 


8 St 
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I am to state that Sir E. Grey would he glad to receive, with sis littlo delay ns may 
be convenient, an expression of his Lordship’s views with, regard to (his qnesUon. 

_L 31X-L 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[10400] No - 43S - 

Sir A, ATicolson to Sir EdwaM Grey. —(Reesfced March 27.) 

(Trophic.) P. . St. March 27,1910. 

(E.) INTERNATIONAL syndicate and Persia, „ 

Your tel&smuTi No, l-1 o fof 23rd ^larehl. 

Russian ^vernmoat think that, it would be prudent not. to reply m “ 
wLLoli would nve Persian Government an excuse tor pretending that we wishi.d 
deprive thorn of Ability of concluding a loan elsewhere tkm m Russia and England, 
as they would then have right to demand that wo should find them necessary hmi >. 
whlch^would impose a very embarrassing obligation on us both. Furthermore, th- i 
Powers might consider a prohibition to borrow money outside of ns both ns 
t : 011 of their Ip cits mate rights, Russian Government think that it would be bettor to 
^not^c pLian Eov^ament that two LWs have no objection to a loan being 
concluded elsewhere* but on following conditions 

1 Customs revenue and other sources of revenue a fleeted to service of loans 
concluded in Russia and in England cannot in any case serve as securities tor new 

la ' ] \ All financial obligations contracted by Persia in Russia and England I floating 
del,it included, must bo embodied in a regular engagement which would dcteunuie 
a fixed annuity for interest and sinking fund, as well as revenues to serve as aeouutv , 
ami Persia should also bo warned that Russia and England* while not wishing to 
hamper liberty of purely commercial enterprise of other foreigners* cannot adpR> as 
some Cahi&ts have already been informed, that concessions having a political or 
strategical importance, such ae coni-csswus for railways, rtiade, telegraphs, navigation 
on l|lo Orumia, Ac. should bo given to foreigners in their respective zones of 

influence- 

H. I&yolsky thinks thut we should obtain end we have in view equally well by 
these means without inconveniences numlioncd above. (End of Ik) 

l expressed to M. Uvolsky my personal opinion that there was no object ion lo 
TGstriotin" Persia in her applcations for h loan to Russia aud Great Hriuuiu lothn, 
he replied that Persia was ah independent country. I observed that lersia was up to 
her ears in debt to both of us* and so could scarcely be considered sndcpGiuhmt kmu ,1 
financial point of view, lie said that it would he impossible lor 1 ersift^ under du 
conditions which he now proposed, to allocate to u third I.Wor any of her revenues as 

J lib [sToiskvI'ia asking me to lay the above Indore yon, begged that he might bo 
favoured with your views at lire earliest possible date. He told me that he had already 

discussed the matter with the Mmfeter of Finance, , 

It jfaM be bettor* I should think* to oiuit the reference to 1 zones of mllueuoe. 


[10421] Nck 

Sir A . A 7 rrcjftfo?j to Sir Ktlm-ard Grey .—[Itwvivcd Man\h 2£b) 

l43,) St. Sternbursk March 18, 1010: 

L 3 DURING the past few days I have been in froquerrt i:ommu ideation with 
M, Isvolsky on the subject. of iho prepuce of Russian troop* at. Lubrcost and ftt Ksizyui, 
and I have uaed my best endeavours u> induce him to withdraw the Unvu at the latter 
Tilaco. It was clear that in present oireumslsmeea it would have been a merit waste of 
tiinc to have urged a similar measure in regard to l^breez* and the utmost that comd 
bo honed for was to persuade the Russian Government to refrain from remforemg the 
detachment at that town. In regard to the withdrawal of the force from kasvm, 1 have 
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Lopes that tills may be effected, and before the departure of this messenger I have 
little doubt that decision will be taken one way or another. ’With respect to Thbreez 
the question iti fur more difficult. 3 understand from the communications from Sir Q r 
Barclay that the situation in that town presents some disquieting features, and although 
the information furnished by the British consul-general is not of so alarming a 
diameter as that supplied by bis Russian colleague, st ill that the condition of affair's 4 
by no means normal Al. tevoleky is sincerely dm3 firing convinced that,-so long as 
Sattar and JBaghir Khans remain at Tabrcsew, and so long as the band of Caucasian 
revolutionaries is present to create mischief, the e< .imperatively small Russian force and 
the various Russian establishments are exposed to the risk of attacks upon them. 
Assurances of a belief to the contrary carry little weight, as At fsvolsky declines to risk 
the safety of hia detachment and of Russian establishments on the expression Q f an 
opinion. On the other hand, he is haul pressed by the Viceroy of the Caucasus to 
permit the dispatch of rejnforcemeute, and he feels that ho k incurring a great 
ra^oiirilulity m declining hitherto to give effect ta these bsiuteiit demands. If per- 
chance u serious incidcuit were to arise, ai^l with Camjaian despeiadoes on the ypqt 
tin? possibility of such incident cannot be excluded, he is well aware that lie would be 
amenable to severe censure. In reply te arguments Thai I he dispatch of reinforce- 
ments would create a deplorable inipressiuii on the Persian mind, and would still 
further stimulate the agitation against ihr presence of the troops, and thereby aggravate 
the difficulties in the way of procuring the assent of the Government and the Medjliss 
to the money advance, M. Isvolsky has recently adopted the view that, as conciliatory 
measures have failed to modify opposition, a strong and determined attitipe might 
have bettor resells. Moreover, he returned on one or two occasions to the contention 
that tlic presence of Russian 1 rr>Mj..s at Tabreez and at Ardehif saved the former town 
from capture by the force ol’ the ex-Shah, while the latter town was redeemed from the 
Minis 0f Rahim Khan and his free^oters and restored to the Persian Government 
lie has further on occasions--but on rids 1 do not wish to lav stress, as they were 
occasions ol passing annoyance—referred in sarcastic tones to the wonderful effects: 
which the gram of a constitution was to produce, hud, now that the ex-Shah has been 
exilfKt anrl Eds reactionary adviser* have departed, the present situation k no better if 
it be not worse, than that which existed under tho old l&me. * h 

The intervention of Germany, on which 1 will write in another despatch has 
placed a new complexion on the whole Persian question, but I tiomiiderod iIhiYi 
idhii-dci mi opportunity of making cue more appeal to M. Involskv on the subject with 
which to despatch i* especially concefrjed. I beg leave cony of a letter 

which I addressed to his Excellency, 

I have uni wished to troffijJc you with a detailed account of my convertrinn* with 
M. IsvnJeky, as I have endeavoured to keep you generally informed by telegram I 
gh# htore merely a hare suinifiry of wFml has missed, and of tho various emolhms 
which have mlhiotte’cd Hit- mind of hb Excellency, fi would bo unjust am to appreciate 
the diiliculliBB in which he m placed. U k no easy matter to withdraw troops once 
1 hey have advanced into a for&gn country. Our own experience ehahlcs ub to make 
;d idtowamics to others in tins respect. The matter is rendered mill rfere difficult 
when pressure 1 * brought to bear by tho mUivoa of th ale omit rv in forms which are 
1 natal mg and vexatious to the occupying Power, M, Iftvolskv hnsT frequently rogMcd 
that the places Ui which he has Mt compelled to send troops were net on the sea- 
hoard, whence detachments can he landed and easily ro-rndwkech Furthermore 
ilmrc is tho linssian press, which for various motives keep* a watchful mid critical eve 
oil the acts of M. Uvolsky, and which oJ late, even in quartern the list dspeeted h is 
oil m„J'c -l,:m I.rie occasion reproached him for lending too readv an car Uv suggestions 
from England m regard to the measure* which should be taken for the defence of 
KusgLim interests. 


1 have, Ac. 

A* KK'OLSOX. 


Enclosure in No, 13d. 

Sir jR Xieylmm to M. ltteot#Jnj t 

(Priveo at ecu lid out idle.) 

Moji char Mimatro, 'tthoufaj, tv 3 (I G) wdra, .19.10. 

AIR peruiuttrc'/.-voWK de devetopper co trfcs peu dc mots les suggestions de Sir E 
Mvy quo vous trouvez can tenues dans lo pra-vwmritt quo j'ai laisse outre vos mains 






110401] Ho. 43S*. 

Sir G. Barela if to Sir Edward Grey. —{I? waived March 28 .) 

(No, 131.) 

(To lo grind lie.) R. Tehran, March 28, 1010. _ 

YOUR telegram No. 73 [of the 25th March; French monopoly for excavations in 
Persia]. 

French monopoly still in force, French Minister, however, who does not favour 
too rigorous enforcement of monopoly, say a that he will do his best to obtain permission 
necessary for Englishmen, He has telegraphed to his Government, and suggests that 
we might move at Paris, 


110402] No, 438% 

Sir G. Rarchvj to Sir Edward Grey .—(Zfarcbjed March 28,) 

(No, 33.) 

^Telegraphic,) P, Tehran, March 23, 1910, 

WITH reference to previous correspondence* I have the honour te report that tho 
IEidu-European Telegraph Department have been asked by the A! blister of Telegraph* 
to prepare an estimate of cost of a telegraph Yum from Seislan to Kulii-Malik-Biah, tho 
construction of which Per .nan Government contain plate undertaking themsdvaa. 

Financial or other assistance e night be advantageously offered in return for a 
stipulation that the control of the extension be vested in tho Indo-European Telegraph 
Department* 


3 Xt 


[1704] 
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hirr? La question persatie entrera dans nne nppvelle phase nieme pin a comjdiqu^e 
qu’ftlle ne Test uujou&’hiii si In participation d'uue tierce Puissance eat adnuee. 11 
est, par consequent, de la premiere importance d^carter tout risque dW telle 

. J - i 1 .1 .1 . J I _ iM.-iimn 4 4 .■% a -i l ■ ’ 1 1*. - • ■ JY II . 1 i I i -.TM i I 4 /A ■*3“iVi £M Ttl CL** £-rLlNfr 


pe nous y fivons &Lu3£U0GK, UM IU \JMJUVt?riunueub m bui tv liu 

it h' moment -Me bifen diapbsfe £ aller iWfeymrt tie nos propositions, et il eat tres & 
d^stror d barterlea hesitations et les squpQons dent ila so sent inspires. II y a peudo 
doute cjue in rappel rifp troupes mean do Knzvin produirail mic excellente impression 
sur les esprita, et serai t envisagfe comma nne prenve feyidente do la bien veil lance 00 la 
Pussic envoi's la Perse, Le rappel pourrait fitre protnis a condition quo nos conditions 
aoieiit accept 6 ?s, ct, a mon avis, il y a la den moyens pom’ arriver a ml arrangement 
aver le Oouvemoment persam 

Quant aux troupes a Tmiris, it y a sans donte dcs considerations qui ne permfittent 
du eonger pour 1 c mom out a leur rappel, male j'oso vous prior rle ne pas les ranforcer* 
l\ me soluble qu'une parcilla mesure a ce moment ponrrait dclmire topte esperanee de 
faire accepter noa conditions, et pourrait msme poueaei lee Persons & se taurnev vers 
une tierce Puissance. d'admete volouiiers quo la situation & T&nris esl inquietanLe, 
nmis d f aprb tons nice reueeigtfements il (desists aucmi danger dune altaquc do la pari 
des ffedftis hi contra voa troupes nl contre Vos institutions. En tout cas, & mon humble 
avis, si b Ferae dans ce moment fait, ml dune fa^on cru dhine aulra i raasiatance 
eta la hieiiveilhuice dhin tiers, nous atmona clevant nous nuo situation beaucoup plus 
ditlicUe et dhin ftamotere plus permanent que t elle qui pourrait cxister momonUnfemcnt 
a Taurls. T! fist inutile que j'insists sur ce point, 

Jfi vous prio do un'excuser dc vous avoir adresse ccs quelqucs lignis, mais nos 
relations out toujours etc si coni idles et si flinches que, jc le suis bipn* je uai pas a 
redouter aucuu makntendu de votre part aur les sentiments qui les dieteut. 

Votve si nacre went dfevouc. 

A. NrCbLSOK 


[104223 No *40, 

iSir A< Micron fo iSir Edward Umj. — [1 teed red March 2 C J,) 

(No. 144, Con dden tied.) 

gir p St. Petcr-duir/jh, March 2\, 1010. 

J HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a private letter wide;It f received 
from M, Isvolsky t comnintitesting to me a copy of the aide-mt-moite. which had been 
given to him by the Ccrmttn Ambassador relative to iSminn ahaira and ibe Bagdad 


1 would beg leave m point out that there are certain passages in the memorandum 
which indicate an intention on the pari of (be Henna 11 (lovernmem to ti&e fljn active 
interest in Persia. The 11 situation pari i mil sere " of Russia and Enghind in Tershg 
which the Russian Govmnmqiil had nssmued had been recognised by the German 
(lovormueiLt, beconics ;ui almost empty phr|he when the memoraudum declarer that 

11 PAIhnuagne u le droit do rcgler ]as questions qui rinteroBBfuvt, sans prendre vn 
eonsidferatioit lea intdrets do taorces PuiEsauccs TI10 mfemoraudmu nho states that 
the German Government will not prevent any attempt on the part of German 
commercial and financial circles to find a field of activity in Persia, This warning 
would seem 10 open out the possibility., if considered desirable, of Germany seeking 
eon cessions of nny nature throughout Rendu. To [iriyonp unacquainted with the fads 
the memorandum would give the mipnatision that Uii«aia abate had qlVersd an advance 
to the Peraiiiu Gov-rnmeut, and lhat she rtlone waa re;q>Ol^ibih for the oondltienK 
which had been inquired of the Pernian Government, There is u peremptory 
abniptitfliss in the general lone of the memorandum which is characteristic atld 
sign ill cant. 

'The references to (lie Bagdad Railway are mailers which chiefly concern Uu*si;q 
and which Eire properly questions to bo discussed between her and Gerinimy. 
M, lsvulsky tells me that the pourparlers between the two Governments were 
abandoned because bu was unable to obtain any aHsurunces fruen the G nr in 1111. Govem- 
imuii in regard to their projects For railway Cptifitrucdtm in IWsia- Hb did not renew 
them beeuuae lie had undcrslucd that Ilia Majesty's Government would insist on a 
[17U1J 3 Y 
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negotiation jri- quall'e, and he was therefore patiently availing further developments in 
that direction. 

There is a marked contrast between, the harsh attitude assumed by the Herman 
Government towards St, Peters burgh and the gentle enquiries and observations 
addressed to the London Cabinet, The line followed by Germany in the present 
instance is curiously simitar with that which she adopted immediately before and 
during .the early days* of the Algedras Conference- Presumably the objects are the 
Mime in both instances, and consist in an endeavour lo thrust a line of cleavage 
between the co-signatories of a dual convention, which from the first has been 
regarded with no friendly eyes by Germany. There may, loo, bo a rea! desire to find 
a profitable field for enterprise in Persia, but 1 imagine that, as in Morocco formerly, so 
in Persia of Lo-day n Lhe chief intention is to impress On flu&sia directly and perhaps 
on us indirectly that two countries cannot settle affairs o£ special interest to them 
alone without securing the acquiescence of the German Government,. I venture to 
think that the memorandum is of greater import and of wider scope: than may appear 
on the surface or on perusal of its terms. M* Izvolsky asked me if Ills Majesty’s 
Goveritmerir would support the ItiiBkiaii Government in the matter. 1 had no hesitation 
in assuring him that lie need dot fuel the slightest doubt on that score. Our interests 
arc identical; and, though 1 did not consider it nccc-ssary to tell him so, the loyalty 
which is naturally 'due to a partner in a diplomatic instrument would render it 
impossible for us to abandon him when he is criticised for acts in which we took a 
common part, 

I have, Ac. 

A. ®COLSON, 


Enclosure I in No. 440. 

Af. Isvotsky to rStV A, NieoUon. 

Moh alter Ambassadmir, BaintM'clr.rahottTff, le 4 (17) mar^ 1910, 

POUft satisfaire an dcsir qua vmiH avc/ bicn voulu m’ex primer, je nreinpresse de 
vous tiansiticttro oi-pr^B,a litre tout k fait eoulideulpl, une copie de l'aide-memoire qui 
nous avail cte r^nrununique par i'Ambaesade (TAllemagne le 27 fdvrier au sujet dee 
affaires persane* ct du Chemin de Fer de Bagdad. 

Votre si Decrement devout;, 

ISVOLSKY. 


Enclosure 2 in No. TIB. 


do 


AirfoMtmoire r.onmunicaled to Ah htiohhij hy German Fmhassy b\\hruamj 27, 1910. 

DANS son aide-memoire du 18 junvier lo Ministere imperial des Affaires 
'hrung^res a bleu voulu imtistaLer hi satisfaction du Clou vern ciuant imperial de Russia 
If no quo le Gouvi?rncinent alJumund mioiiriait In Hiiuution partiouliern du la Rustic at 
do PAiigluterre en PuysSjp. 

{Lpnndant la reserve quo rAlIenggne a en effot observe on Perse ces dormers 
tumps no smirail, etre iulorpreldc cosine si lo Gouvemement alloinaiid avail ccssd & 
cuvisii^er Jei iVrse conmio pays inddpendant, dans Eequel l'Alleinagne a lo droit do 
irglcr Jos qucspHins qui E'intmvttBont; sans prendre cn consideration lea inlcretsfde 
h u'eess I'uissaiteus. E/Alleiuagm 1 iwqyaiil point parijeipti a 1'accord anglo-rnsso du 
3\ fiout, 1907, nu sujot ties aflhires pcisaiics, cat accord n'a rien change nus. yeus de 
I'AHeinagiie a la situation du ee pays. U\ Russia ot - L Aagletorru, d’aiileuRS, out ellcs- 
mu Hit's prod nine Piutegrisd ot I'imlupendamiu du la Purse el vont constate lus principes 
do la liber to du commerce pour tout us Eos nations. 

Le GouvcniciDoiit Imperial do Russia, con forme meet h ce priiicipe, avail propose 
au t iouvometnunt allntmnd mi arrangement rulatlf :nn affaires dc Perse it an Chomin 
do Iter de Bagdad, arrangeuiuui. an aujet duqtid. Is t iouveriiouien!. sol ait montre tout 
dispose j'l entrer en pourparlers, I'epruduut do puis la liu de I'uimth 1 1907 le Gouvurno- 
uieut du liussiu u’a plus fait lEo corn mi mi cation relative a ces pourparlers, An 
i-ontmire, it a ngi dans pluBicurs ca'a d'um- %tm qui para it no pas leuir suflisammont 
coin pie ties desiderata kigi times de TAlL-mugnc. 

.orsqu'il a etc quusiiou do Tengagomeiiti au service person d^adjointa du cnngeillcr 
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fmnneier, le Gouvernement russe a appuyd 1c choix de dens Fran^ais et paratt von loir 
user de son influence sur le- GouvernCmcnt. persau a fin de pearler 3e nombre de ces 
udpJnts :'t cinq on sepL TTapros tics nouveJiea pdrvenuee au Gouvemement allemand^ 
Tongagumcut de i’ranqais pour les pu&tcs en question et leur participation au control? 
dos tinauces persftneH sorait mcme une c-ondiiion sine qud non pourTempnint ^ accorder 
par hi E? il la Pcryc- 

Jl e.Ht- evident quo, re eette condition Gait remplie, l’AHemagne eerait exclue d’unc 
des pailies importautoft de I'administralion int^rjcuie de la !Vrse ; tandis quo la France 
y sura it admise. Le Gouvemement allemand sc trouverait ainsi dans une position trfes 
difficile visdi-vis de V opinion puldique allcimtiulc, qui ferait vouloir a juste Litre que 
rAllemagne a le droit do reclaimer los monies droits quo la France pour oe qui concenie 
l 1 administration et le coutrole dcs hnancgH persane#, II ne peut y avoir aucuu doute 
que lo Gouvornement persau, s'il n'etait pas sflr do rencontrer dcs diilicultes de la 
part de la HuBeie-, saruit- tout dispose u demander a I'Allemagno des agents financiers. 

Quaut au Ghuruhi do For de Bagdad, le Gouvemement ruffle parait continuer A 
ctTc juiriLHEiD de ucgociiUions a quatra par rapport a ee Ejuestiou, ce quo lo Gouverne- 
ment aliemutid a des lu principe declare no pfla pouvoir admelire, 

L/attirude du Gouvernement r upso dans cos deux questions ne semble done gucre 
empreinto de la prevenance a la quelle lAlltunagne croyait pou voir a'atlendn? apii-s 
avoir, do sou cdtc, observe en i’ej'se )a reserve ta plus loyalEL Le Gouvemement 
allcmantl tl'ent done a fairo connaitrc au Gouvemement. russe que eette reserve 
ne sauruit idler jneqidi empeehor toutu tentative des milieux commerciaux ct 
JinancLi'rs all cm audit dc trouver en Puree tin terrain d'uetivitd, 

C’eat ptiurquoi le Gouv^riieiuent allemaud tie akst point oppose lorsque recemnient 
la Deutsche Bank a exprimA 1 iiitentiou d'uuvoyer (dans le eourant du mois prochain) 
M. Said Ruete en Perse, daiiR le but. de faire mi voyage ddnformation par Haunekine 
hi Bagdatk 


[10461] No. ML 

Sir F. Berlin to Sir B&wtird Gray.—(Received iilurvh ^9.) 

0a 

Sir, Paris, March 26, 1.910. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that Prineo Bahrain, the eoiLtef the JSil-ee-Mtan, 
called on me this morn tug. 

I Ms Highness stated that the Zil mia most anxious to receive from Tbs Majesty’s 
Gover'iencm and from llie Russian Government the same measure of protection as 
that which had been accorded to him previously in his return Lo Persia lost year, m 
view uf the present, state of affairs in Persia. He would undertake, moreover, not. to 
act in opposition to any advice which might bo given to him by the two Governments; 

Prince Halirmu slated that M, IVklewslry had informed him at Itashtl&Ht September 
that in the event of his father returning to Europe he would again be under Lhe 
protection of the Uvo Governments. Ills Highness added that he hail been told at 
about the same time by M, Sabi me, the Russian charge; d'affaires at Tehran, that the 
Persian (lovommeut would listen Lo any advice which His Majesty's Government 
might tender on die subject, whereas Sir CL Barclay had told him that ibis was not 
the caso, The Prince showed me the letter which you had addfossed to the 2il on 
the 7th instant, acid copy of which was forwarded to me in your despatch No- 116 of 
that day, and waa anxious to learn .whether a further reply might be expected. 

1 may add that I have received ei message from my Russian colleague stating 
that Ids Government are not inclined to extend their protection lo the Zil, who lias 
addressed a similar request lo them. He bugged that 1 should inform him as suou as 
a definite decision had been arrived at by His MajestyGovernment in order that he 
might return an identic reply to Ills Royal Highness. 

] have, Ac. 

FRANCIS BERT IE. 
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[10752] m M2, 

M* Isvolsky to Cov.nl Bmchciijjtafcff.—{CommnnicoUyl to Foreign Office March 20 t 1910,) 

LES consuls Fusses a Tabriz et Oirrmiah informant quo le IT ct IS mnra 
MO Boldats turcs ont traverjgS Ourmuah et on! occupe le littoral ouest tin lac dans la 
district de Dahk; &n outre Poccupafiiqn d'Ounmiih emit immiuente el il Ty 
tumverait dcjii, en dehors du convoi concilia ire, cinquailie cavaliers lures;; il 
e’agkait cgahuncnL d un mcuvement en avail. I vers le lac sur la ligne ipioi-Salinasi- 
.Ourmmli. 

l^a represen bmte ntsses inforincnt de plus qua les Turcs levant las impcfcg dans 
tonte la region d'Ourmiuh (ainsi a Sudjboulak il» percoivent 13,000 toumanes ear un 
total rle 29,000) et qu r a Djbolkeiid et BiuEJiirloiiz une dounnc a dtd iigtelide oil sur 
too tea lea marohandises tine tujee- tie 11 pour cent est perdue, 

Lfts communications etitre Tabriz et Ourmiah sont raff d ues difliei lea et dangereuses 
par de® actus de brigandage commis par lies Kfeurdes sur I'instigation des Tares* 
EJapres hs dermeres uonvelles loe Turce dnt augment^ I’eflfoctsf da leurs troupes dans 
ces parages de 500 cavaliers et de 400 horn roes d'iuhmterte. 


[10568] No. 143, 

Indio Qjjicn. to Foreign Office* —{Rectified Mareit 29.) 

Sir, India Q£itw. March 2ti, 1910, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of Slate fur India lo at know led go die receipt of 
your letter, dated the -lib March, 1910, regarding the Anglo-Persian convention, now 
awaiting ratification by (lie Medjliss, which has been arranged with the twofold object 
of securing the control of the Arabislan lines by the 1 ncfe-Europenu Telegraph 
Department and the renewal of the telegraph conventions of IS68 + 1872, and 1903. 

Copy of a memorandum by tbs di rectors n-chi of of the In do European Telegraph 
Department upon the subject is enclosed. 

Viscount Mor Icy concurs in the view of Mr. Jxirk that, if the Medjliss is unwilling 
to accept the convention as it stands, awing mainly to its distrust of the article 
renewing lhe telegraph concessions, il would Lie very desirable to persuade i( r if 
poaaible, lo adopt a different attitude by offering the further inducements referred to 
in paragraph 3 of the memorandum, viz.{I) the non-exerciseof our rightio put forward 
claims for acts of ordinary damage to (be department's lines in Persia, and (2) the 
advance of a sum nos exceeding 10,0007. against (he next ten years' minimum rental of 
the Central Persia line. 

[*ord Morley also agrees in (ho view that, even apart from the provision for the 
renewal of the telegraph concessions, the convention is oE considerable value, and 
that if would lie desirable, in the event <ff dial provision having to be dropped, lo 
bring forward an alternative convention relating lo the Anibistnu Idles alone. 

For this purpose Mr. Barker's draft seems generally suitable, but (Lord Morley 
would suggest (bat, if drew nstau eon should make further collection b necessary T it 
should he modified so as to provide for the expenditure by the British Govonimeni, for 
the hone lit of the Persian Gm-emmant, of a sum not exceed iog l,000h in the provision 
of telegraph material on the linn, together with an annua! sum not exceeding fiOtli. for 
maintenance, A^ pointed out by Mr, Kirk, ihe Lords tdgmnai^Bionera of His Majesty's 
Treasury have already eousonted to bear a n mi iffy of (his expenditure, 

!f this modification of i hi- convention in the interests of Use Persian Government 
is decided upon, il appears unnecessary ut present to.consider the proposal to waive the 
charge of I percent, intcrost ujvoh the total amount duo by the Persian Government 
nmdcr article 2 on account. of the supply of posts, insulators, Ac. This proposal could 
not lie iLceepted without further correspondence with die Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty 'ei Treasury, which the urgency of Urn matter renders undesirable* 

If Secretary Sir IL Grey concurs, 3 ,onl Morley would suggesi ibat Ills Majesty's 
Minister nt Tehran should be msfcructed in the sens'e of the foregoing remarks, it being 
left to his discretion to inflko the host terms possible within (ho limits indicated. 

I am, Ac. 

E- 28 * MONTAGU, 


Enclosure in No. 443. 


Aftfpmrandom bti the. Direct&r-in^hiel a! the lmlo-Enropctui Telegraph Department, 

dated March 19MX 

THE terms of the altcmative draft convc ution do not. appear lo bo of a kind likely' 
to prove altogether acceptable to tho Medjliss* They are not as favourable to the 
Persian Government as those it was proposed to offer in 190S. The papers under 
register No, 2789 show that ihe survey of the Arabistan telegraph linos and temporary 
repairs wore estimated to cost 3007., the more permanent repairs 1,000k, and the 
annual maintenances of the line GjQOL Under register No. 3597 there is the copy q£ a 
letter from the Treasury to the Foreign Office, dated the 13th August, 1903, saying 
that, in view of the assurance now given by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
that the control of iliia lino id of the highest |nj|]tjcal moment, the Treasury will accept 
the charge to the Imperial exchequer of an initial expenditure not exceeding 6507., 
and a recurrent expenditure not exceeding 3007. a-year, hying ona-hab of the cost 
involved in taking over and maintaining the line. 

2, Mr. Barker, in framing his alternative convent loii, seems to liavo mado too 
little ol the fact that it is of groat political importance that we should obtain control of 
the Arabistan Hnes, In writing to me, he stated he had made the terms of the 
altcrniuivc convention stiff, because in the negotiations for the original convention ho 
had adopted the line (bat the department T^fas not so much interested with Arabistan 
lines as in the renewal of the telegraph couecssions. Ag, however, wo want to obtain 
the control of the Arabistan lines, it seems desirable that wo should offer more liberal 
terms than are proposed by Mi'. Barker* The survey of the Arabistan linos has already 
boon curried out, but if the alternative c[)ns T emiou contained clauses to the effect that 
1,000!. would he spent in provision of materials and placing them on the lime, plus (JOQE. 
per annum on the maintenance ol the lino, free of cost to the Persian Government, the. 
transfer of i lie control of the line to the Indo-European Telegraph Department would 
bo more likely t!) be made acceptable to the Medjliss. The charge for half of this 
expenditure has, as I have shown, been accepted by the Treasury. 

3. Mir G% Barclay contemplates the possibility that the Mcdjiiss will refuse to 
ratify the oouventioii that G to be presented to it. H this happens he desires to have 
an alternative convention ready, dealing only with the A rah is tan lines, and making no 
mention of the renewal of I lie other.■^Onecssions. But before accepting the refusal of 
the first convention, it might perhap be useful to offer further inducements to have it 
passed. The Persian Minister of Telegraphs has not, us far aa my information goes* 
been told that although we are not prepared to forego the right of claiming compensation 
in the event of the telegraph lines suffering serious and extensive injury owing to 
internal, disorders, yel on tlie ratiffeation of the conventloii wc would in future not put 
forward claims for compensation for act* of ordinary damage. This was explained to 
the Foreign Office in India Office letter dated the 4th duly, 1907 (register No. 3230). 
Also, though sanction has been given to offer the induceu^nt lo the Persian Government 
of allowing an advance payment up its lO.tXHJi. on account of ihe nmtal of tlie Central 
Persia line (sec papers under register No. 4130 of December LS308), Urn original 
convemirm was obtained without bringing forward tills offer. Perhaps if the Medjli&s 
rejects the original convention as it stands, those further inducements to pass it might 
bring about a successful result 

L Should, however, the Mod]Iiss prove unyielding, the only course appears to be 
to bring forward thu allcrnativi: convention as drafted by Mr. Barker, but, 1 should say, 
modified to the extent suggested by me in paragraph 2 of this memorandum. 

11. A. KIRK. 


[10567] No. 4M, 

India Qijiet\ to Foreign O dice—{lleceived March 2d.) 

Sir, Indki Office t March 2d, 1910, 

I AM directed by tlie Secretary of (State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 22ud instant on the subject of the proposals made by the Persian 
Government to the Imperial Bank of Persia for tlie conversion of their debts to that 
institution, 

[1701] y Z 
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Mie telegram enclosed in your letter is not altogether clear, especially as regards 
lLc second alternative. But at* far as Viscount JlorJey is able to judge there seems no 
reason for objecting on financial grounds to either proposal, provided that the prior 
lien of the British Government on the customs of the Gul f porta is preserved. 

It does not appear whether the scheme for repayment of the Russian loans is part 
of the second alternative or is common to both. If the iMtier bo the ease, then the 
first alternative appears preferable from the political point of view; fflnco! with the 
rerstan Government's d£bt to Russia Would disappear the power which the Russian 
Government at present possess of vetoing any loan from a third parti. But perhaps 
the chance of the Persian Government's being able to float a bond fide 'internal loan Tor 
the purpose of paying their debts to Russia is so remote that this point need not be 
taken into consideration. 

. In cpioctioh with these proposals, Lord llorley trusts that the desirability of 
taking steps to ensure more regular payment of the interest and sinking fund of Hie 
Majesly k Gdvernmenth loans will not he overlooked when a suitable occasion arises. 
It will ba remembured that ibis question was postponed by Sir E. Grey's telegram 
No. 112, dated the 26th March, BJQO, to Sir G. Barclay. 

I am, &c. 

E. S. MON’TAGIL 


[10730] No. 445. 

7he Moslem Brotherhood of Progress to Foreign Office.—(deceived March 29.)} 

® r * I, Aveiwe t London^ jibrdt 24, 1-fJlB* 

11A Vi!, the honour to forward a copy of the resolution which was unanimously 
carried at a meeting of the Moslem Brotherhood of Progress, held at the Canton Hall 
on i m; ^.ird lustiLiifc, at k i'.u;., which was hugely attended, and represented various 
Countries and shades of religious belief and political opinions, 

I have, &c, 

ED ABDUL MAJID, 


Enclosure in No. 445. 

Pesolntinn adopted by the Moslem Brotherhood of Progress Qti March 23, HHO. 

Resolution I - Tlml we, the moat loyal subjects of Jits Imperial Majesty, regartl 
wli] i_grave apprahensioiL the Russian oeenpal bn of ThIuih.^ Kim in, and ether 1 ^ 1 ^ of 
1 ersia, and consider it im a wrong to Persia and u mumcr to India; view the ilnrakn 
promises at 0 vactmLion with ameere mistrust,.-and beg leave to mgr upon IIis Majesty's 
government the necessity of Inking immediate steps to ensure a speedy withdrawal of 
Kitssnim lor oca from Persia, and of maimaining the integrity of iWsia as guaranteed hv 
th» A agio-Xtutyi an Con, vent-tun of 1907. ‘ ^ 

Proposed by M Ismailil, Esq. 

Seconded by S. M Hzi-kinl, I'Nq. 

Klipported by i)r. Siuaheirn, M. T. Kuderhlioy, Esq,, rind AgU Jclal Shah Eso 

Carried unanimously. 1 

#nSD ABDUL MAJID, /'resident. 


[10745] No. ill!. 

Sir<i< Barclay to Sir Edward GYrm—(/fcedaed M<m h 29.) 

(No, 134 A 

(UmpliloJ lb Tehran, March 29, I OK), 

IN view (if approaching expiration of railway embargo and of Persian t uivera- 
1J11 ,|J| s ' , V v IN r0 Pb v1 bg to Mur conditions for joint advance, 1 vouLiiro to submit that 
jsiionkl lose m i time in addressing lo Persian Government a joini note coxitnhiiii" 
dedarjiuon of our policy in regard to railways in Persia iu of condition 1. 1 


would recommend also a similar declaration of policy in last sentence of condition 3, 
but this is not so urgent, and before! making it we might await Persian Gove rumen t’s 
answer to our conditions, for which we are now pressing* 

My Russian colleague is telegraphing in same sense. 

(Repeated to Bt. Petersburgh.) 


[10743] No. 4-17. 

Sir A. NicdlsOn f.o Sir Edward Gmy, —{Received March 29.) 

(So. X 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) IL St* Petershtt rgh t March 1910. 

I N TIC INVENTION of Germany in Persian a flairs. 

Last night l had an opportunity of exchanging it few words with the German 
Ambassador on the subject of Persia. Count du Pour hi Its said that i lu* special position 
in Pei’fcia of Russia ami England was recognised by his Government, and that he 
thought that Germany hud no intention of asking for railway concessions in Persia. 
At the same time Germany did wish to secure equality of opportunity fur enterprises 
and the upon door. Persia was an independent country, and Germany was desirous 
that, it should not be placed m (In? same position sis that, in which Morocco had formerly 
bn on. I, [minted out that the case of Persia was quite distinct' from that of Morocco. 
No Madrid Convention existed in the ease of Persia. The two Powers were quite 
ready to held to the policy of the open door, but the geographical position of Persia 
and the serious condition of anarchy prevailing there at present made it absolutely 
accessary for Great Britain and Russia to tyke care that Persia did not give concession^ 
which could injuriously affect their political or strategical interests. Large sums of 
money had been lout to Persia by both Russia and ourselves, and the effort to keep 
the machine going in some way or another had cost the two Powers much trouble and 
anxiety. Very grave responsibilities, moreover, wore entailed by our respective frontiers. 
Count de Pourtalfcs alluded to the presence of Russian troops in Persian territory, and 
said that a report had reached; him to the effect that Russia intended Lo increase her 
forces there by GOOD men. 1 said that 1 did not believe this. His Excellency also 
referred to the Lake Uriimia navigation concession, winch he styled » 11 monopoly^' 

Earlier in the evening M. lavolaky had told me that lie had received from the 
Russian charge d'affaires at Berlin XL Wiuiftihg that the Giirniati reply to the Russian 
communication as to railway concessions would not lx* a very satisfactory one. J w ill 
tell At l&volsky, whom l am to see today, of my conversation with Count do Pgurtajls, 
and will endeavour to ascertain more exactly what ihu Russian ehurgd d’it|f$ires at. 
Berlin baa imported to him. 


[10744 J No. 418. 

Sir A. X'u-oUoti to Sir Edward Grey*—{Received March 29.i 

(No. 113.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Pcisrshurgh, March 20, 19iff. 

IN’! KKVENTIOX of Germany hi Persian, affairs. 

J: 1 1 iii-iis i charge i Pal In ires at Berlin liu.s telegraphed lo his Government an account 
of an interview which In* has had with the German Minister for Foreign Ail&hs, 
M- iNvotsky read me the tekgmin lo-day. The Mitustei" for foreign Allutra had given 
verbally LO the nhargd il'alf lircs u very si iff reply ns to non cessions, Si c., in Puraia. The 
charge d’aflaires i Ginks, that i Ids reply was given by order of 1 be Eni[K;mr* M. do Kehoen 
staled that Germany bad a perfect right to obtain couccssiona anywhere in Ptyrait, 
whether tor railways or for other nuefertakinga. He said that German financial 
circles were interesting themselves In Persia, and that at any niomout a concession 
for a rmlway might he granted. M. it’ Sclioen said that if Russia were willing to 
renew negot-iations, lie, on Ids side, was quite mttlv, 

M. lavolaky lold mo i lad, in order Lo avoid lhe pussibllityoJ ! any ini^underatatirluig, 
ho wuuld await the reply from the Germni£ AuilirLssiiiku- bore* Hi* thinks t|jut In* will 
have io reopen iiegntialinns, and endeavour Lo induce Germany i" give up the idea of 
obtainhig from the Persian Goveriitjtji.uit mneessions in the Russijiu aphevu of inlluenfie. 
lie [jromised that lie would keep Hls .Maje-Sty's Gevermnout lufmTned of the course 'J’ 
the negotiations, but hi is lo be presumed than thy negolial ions will not be hegnu 
hiunedhitely, as lie himself is leaving rit, Peterahurgh to-movruw, and will lie absent for 














m 


a. month, I remarked to M, Igvokky that of rJpniEs it wag not hig intention to discuss 
Persian affairs generally, or any matters relating to the Anglo-ItuEeian Convention, with 
Germany d £fi?U£, though it was of COULtie open U> him to discuss affairs in the Itussian 
sphere oi influence and the question of the Bagdad Hallway. He said that he quite 
uwlerstood ibis. M. levels ky then went on to say that, what alarmed him was the 
possibility of Germany being able to show that she had in fact already acquired a 
railway concession* To my enquiry as to whether he would see any objection It) 
making; strong representations to Persia, warning her to uses caution in grunting 
concessions, M r lavoleky replied that in bb opinion it would lie wiser to wait. lie added 
Lnat tlits Mcdj]i«& seemed to lie the predominating factor in Persia at present, that it was 
an impersonal body, Etnrt that therefore there! was really no responsible person in the 
country with whom Lo deed. 


[10400] 


Ko, m. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicnlson. 

Foreign Office t March 2Si, 1910, 


(No. 149,) 

(Telegraph ia) V. 

\K t LUNATION AT., Syndicate and X’ersin, 

Ike i Emu i ion of senses is, \ agree, tin desirable, 

[' in-thermit would be well to word the last sentence of (Lc second condition thus: 
which Piigbud's and J In etna's pulnical and strategic interests might ho adversely 
affected/ 1 ■ 

Please ruler to your telegram No, 111 of the 27th March, 


[10402] No, 450. 

Forch.pt Office, to India Office, 

^ Foreign Office, March 29 T 1910, 

I A Al directed^ by Secretary Mir Edwnrd (3toy to tntesiiiit to you herewith copy of 
a telegram from ULs Majesty's Minister at Tehran relative to the proposed construction 
by ihe EVrsiuii i h-vemTiimi of a telegraph lino From Kulid-Malik-Siah to Seieb'Uj,** and 
tr> state that he will he glad to receive ;il Viscount Morluy's early rojivcnicuco an 
rxptvfrdori of his views ml Mir (L IbrcluyV suggestion ihul imum-hil sis well ns other 
ussjalance a^jbtdd he offered for the work on condition that this lino should be under the 
control of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 

1 am, &e, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


1.10843] 


No. 451. 


Sir A. NicoUon to Sir tidward t'mj, — (Received March 30.) 

{No, 115.) “ 

(i elegriLpliie,) IN _ $L Peter vburgh, March 30, 1910, 

I LliblAN imuners, Eiial concussions in Persia* 

Your telegram No. NO of s he Mardi. 

Ydisi 1 proposed modificationof the Avoiding of the last sent one n of condition No, 2 
is accepted l>\ M, Isvtjlsky, lbs L^Ucucy |>resu.sues that the First sentence of this 
coudiS son mi l i he whole of eoudiLipn No. 3 sure to remain as proposed by him. 

Jlis version of die Iasi sente nco of condition Nu. l j , from the words H on outre 11 
l V C J 111 ' ;h'* concessions,' would aland as il is, while the sentence would 

conclude, qm pourruienf porter prejudice a Icurs iiiU’ii'elH poliriques et strutegiques 
fnssent donneeu a dun I. gather that iv| are to ocuii not only the alluS to 

none;-, lull also die spei’dicnlion of the character of the cemi cessions. 

A ouhl ir npjt be better to read polffical or strategic rather than political and 
strategic r 

* ^irti. llm-hty, Se. 1;^ TcbginiiJiicr, MmvJi 2x, [DIO. 
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[10745] 


No. 45f>. 

Sir indicat'd Grey to Sir /L jV laolson. 

Foreign Q$ice t March 30, 1910. 


(No, 152.) 

(Tdegmphifr) P, 

RAILWAY concessions in Persia, 

communication to tlie 
telegram of 
such & 

commit meat ton should be made ai. once, and yon stum If 1 urge this on the Russian 
Government. 


■ U u ■ J 1 > j l i ri iViVir 1 - i s 1 'j idu j. \.-x 

\ hope that M. Isvolsky's lor-Hm lencnn will consent to a ttjmnmr heath jji 
lYraiari Government in the seii&ti proposed 1 j y Sir G. Barclay in Ids telog 
the 29 th Mardi h No. 134, and also by M. Pokkwski. X am anxious that 


[10332] N| 456. 

Sir Edward (tray to Sir P. liorhc, 

(No. 150.) 

Sir, Foreign Office^ March 30,1910, 

Till 1 ; French charge iralTfiiroB infermed Mr- flifjbhit un the E5lh instant that the 
French Ambassador ill St. Peterebu rgh had heard that the German Govern incut were 
intejrVcTji'Ng in Rursk mid had adopted a very aggressive altitude, not only with regard 
to the French sissistants in the Persian Ministry of Finance, hut with regard to 
railways also. 

M. Mullet informed M. Lunsedmer that the communication made to me by Lhe 
G or Jimn Ambassador lien- had l men of a com i*a, rati rely mild nature and was more el 
an enquiry than a protest, Gm Rial that addressed to the Uue'Htati Minister for Foreign 
Affairs by the Giu'iisuil Ambassador'' lit St- I Vi end Hugh hue) been ^lilt'or in lone. 

Mr. Mid Id. added that, as regards the jiiumend assist ants, His Majesty'y. Hover to 
ment would Ire quite sadsliud with ollieinta of u small nationality and would raise no 
diHieultics, but that they would have to insist on the txuulilions which they had laid 
down uti regards railway cooprjtiction, dl die general terms ol which tie informed 
M„ Loose Imp* 

I um, Ae. 

R GREY. 


[ 9891 ] No. 457 . 

Foretyn Ojjii't.' to Mens i-k. Crump A- Son. 

Gentlemen, Ff.nruju Ojfick Mar eh 30, 1910. 

W | r f 11 tclhreiieu to my letter of (he 39ad ultimo, ivhuiw to the tlvll by Rahim 
Khan of some carpets belonging In Messrs. Nnarco (JustidLi anti Brothers, l am 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward they s o inform you that lie has received a despatch 
from His Majesty's Andxtasudor ul 8:. iVtcrsburgh, reporting that that linn have 
supplied him with list, of the carpels utohn and supposed still Ln Ire in the possession 
of that diief and that they have given some explanation of 1 the contents of this EiK.t> 

but have mode.request for any ueilou on the ptui, of |[is Majesty's Kmbiussy, 

In view fit" tin’ stater non t con lamed in the last paragraph of my letter reprred to, 
to the oiled that, if your clients wish to put forward a, claim for the rncovuty of their 
property in the Russian courts of law, they should forward it to this (lUita* lor cum - 
luiiiiiciLtioii to the Hnssinn Govcrninonl through Hi? Majo|ty'a Embassy at Si, LVtcrw- 
burgh, I 31 in in enquire whether they wish Sir A. Nieukon to take any ndum in the matter, 
or whether the letter (Hid list sent to hi* JvuvUojrey was merely fur Etis inlbrmiiiioii, 
and Messrs GaBldli lalvc already up proud led the Russian poll re lUlLhovil w$ directly ■ »n 
the subject, 

1 am, &e- 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[10862] 


No. 453. 


(Nu. 159.} 

Sir, 


Sir A, N l cols on to Sir Edward Grcy^J^Jheccivcd March 31.] 


St. PcUirahurtjh, March 26 , , 1910 . 

I 1LAY E lhe honour to transmit herewith copies of a letter which l addressed to 
M Tayolsky on the 21 (h instant and also of bis Excellency’s reply, received to-day f un 
the subject of the answer to ho given to tbu Persian Gnvurnmc.nL respecting the oiler 
made to them by the International Syndicate. 

I Rave* &c. 

A. HICMLSON. 


Thidosure 1 in No, 458 . 

Sir A. Nicotsfal to M. hvolsky. 

Mon cher Minis! re, Saint-PcterMwirf}, U 11 (24) mats, 1910. 

VGUS aven eaus doute regu do M,. PoHewsky les ruponses ires peu satisfaisantw 
du Gouvcruement person mix m>t® que nos deux reprcsmilauts lui out adresscoa an 
Siljot de Tnyancfl qu’il ponapl procurer d'un symlicat iiLLoriinLiijnid. 

Sir G, JliLrchiy est d'uviii qu'on pouri'jdt i'airc ox^liquor an Gouvornemeul person 
comment il a manque & see enghgeinaniA fmnndcre via-A-vis des deux (ipuverncineuts 
ct eu memo teinp^ avertir io Gubinct persau que s’il persista a hypothequer les revenue 
du pays a un tiurx it v'a s f expos|r an risque d'une cieniando non eeulemcut pour 
le paiciLiont des : ^rriercs d’inl^rets, mala anssi pour le rembonreepjent da la dette 
fld (tan tc. 

Hir E. Grey me tul^frtphic quo si vons etes dhccord it propose d autonsor 
8 ir CL Barclay de transimutre uue reponse an Gouvnrnenieut persan dans le sens 
susiudique. Je vows serais trhts recohnaissaut si vous voulii&sa bien me faire .envoir vob 
vnes a ee Hujot. 

Voi.ro sine creme ill dcvouc, 

A, N1CUL8GN. 


EEld(ware 2 iu No. 458. 

M t l mol shy to Sir A , Nkahon* 

Mon pber Ambnssadeur, SBiril.fcffip; k 12 (25) mare, IUH). 

J’Al i.‘i\ eJfet re^u de M. Poklowsky un Udcgrmmin me communiquant lo eoiUenu 
do la reponso porsaue a m notes quo les doux MimMres avjiiont Ekdressces au i louvcrtie- 
ment du 8ohfih pour protestor centre la Obnclusiotl d'un eruprunt jJEir 1'oni remise d'tin 
syndicut intenanmnaL SI Poklewslty consta'Le que lu i louvcrncmout per $m insists 
Bur son dreii dentrer cn ^jurpssrli'rn :ivrc le dit ayudicat, Notre Miuistre peoise quo 
le (ii.ovM iirmimt du iSchah liciit- u interpreter notra droit de veto dhme maniere 
restrictive; il propose d'oxpliquor au Gmiverjicmcnt persau la portal eiactc do nos 
dreits ct de lui fa ire com prendre quo si les iutorets ct Earner tissemeiA dcs dettes 
coiledue-s h la Uanqah rnane no. eont. pjis pavis, nous nous vemma forces do TCuiafer 
des galitntics sunplomontaiireK» ce qui primal 1 k Rnrst? do La possibility dkbtcmr 
contra cos garaitiio^ du non voiles boiuuibs d 1 argent. 

Je croin qua dans tuns bs Ct is nous furious liien de no pas poser la question de 
mauieri' it doimur lieu aux lYrsims de priHendre quo nous hair onlevous iouto 
possibility de oonclure mi cinpriiiif queletuiqnu entlohors de hi Rustic et de I Angletorrc, 
ear cccE husr dunuernit In droit d'nxignr qou nous lour pracurioua ]'argent niVcssniro 
dbiuc fuqou mi dbuie autre ct nous imposerait aiiisi utic obligation fort om barracan to. 
II fuut aussi pretulre cn corioidbraiioii quo ios Ikiissaneca lieret-s poumdeill envisager 
comine uhe attoiMc k lours droits legitimes uno lUdhiise abbiohie a la Ptsrtfts d'eniprunter 
do i'argcut autre part. lMul-otra vuudrait-il iiiinux drelnrer au Guuvonienient du 
Soli ah quo k Russia ot EAngliitene n’ent pat* d’objections a ce qiTun emprunt adt 
eoticlu ailleurs, male uux conditions sui van lea :— 

L Les reveims douuliters et los aulreti sources de revenue atfectes tutx Hervicus dcs 
omprimG cmidus mi UusEk nt na Anglfiterre no peuvunt on nuciw etts sarvir d.- 
giimutics it do uouvtuiux uinprumu. 













2. Toutcs Ip obljga&iifl financi&rea fontraqitfoB par la Perse on Eti&ie et en 
Auglcterre, la dctfe flotfcmte y comprise, doiveut £tre revalues tie In forme dun 
roj^T] tier, qm pr^cieerait une annuity fixe fie la aoimne den inttfrSk et do 
1 amortissemejitj, aiuii qua lea sources do revenue qui fterriraient de garantte a eet 
engagement. Lii outre, la Deree devrait. etre avcrtie do co qTie, tout on n'entravant 
auciipemeiH in lilicrid dent reprises puremcnt commereialea d'autres etrangers en }We 
U , ;l I Anstoterw, MDM ,»o cola a *« pant i la eoanaiaaince^o ^ 

autn ; ft UbmeErt, no pourmifor en ftucun cae souffipir quo dee concessions nvairt mm 
importance politiqud-ou strat^giqufe, telks quo ks concessions de chemins defer 
dfi routes, do tjkgriiphos, de navigation sur le Loo d’Qurniiah, etc., fuftent donndcs i 
dots Strangers clans Jos Kones d influence respectives, 

_ H mo aornblo que nous i^urrions ; e§tcnip ninsi les leeultots voittos tout en mt&td 
Jos incoiiyenienis dont j f ai par Eg plus hunt. 

Jo von* sepia fort reepnnii^mt de hien vouloir me fairs savoir, (bus un dJfi 
anfifti rapprochti quo possible, i opinion du Cabinet do Undrea a ce anjct. 

Votra ainc^reniont dovoiie, 

1SVOLSKY. 


[10350] 


No. .159. 


Sir F . Bertie, to Sir /i, heard Grey.—(1 keeked March 31 ) 

(No. 137.) ■' 

' ^ Vl ™ roie f flnco m Y despatch No, 132 of yesterday’s dill!,? Live the bm!mr to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a letter which bus been received from Prince Bahrain 

1 buve, |b. 

FHANCI3 BEllTZDL 


Enclosure in Iso, 450. 

Prlntit? Hah mm to tiritifih Embassy- 
[Ptfiiilefi liiemlLy,] 

f i i J ?' J8h Pilhrf UoU ’ ] ' Pari$ ' Mu,rii 1 £>10 

I <( U\ El yesterday a telegram Iran my father toiling ilui In- ha$ received 
menage from Persia dim my morher m Tehran have arranged with the iVrdan 
Govornmont for our three villages seized by Hie Uovejfcor of kalian, and " 1 f in 

tell ro his Kscvlkncy the AmbuEflador (but the protection desired Is imi for ibis mn.rer 
ffg ^ ? jlL have any difficulties for us, as.be only mailer thin?!" d 
tbift quuhUon a, finished, so you may write to the Foreign Office tlmi [hev ti^Ki VfJvi 

lily k vv<» 1 i| 1 rrf^l®" nske ' 1 “ for this n)Btt<ir i d, « F->wcu«i> it- far ll,,, fataftl I Lpe 

Voura very Kmeerely, 

BAHiUM. 


[10938J Ktu 4(itX 

Hoard of Trade to Fwhjn Office.£-(Rccmmd March 31,) 

Sir 

1 * t>f , , , Hoard t>f Trade, Mitch 30 Itl 10 

I AM directe(J by tlie Board of Trade to adven to your lettei' of the lStb iMarch 

l?? k - m lm :i ,lsl,e( ! whJ] cpnddeiitiid information n-piling tL 
oompohmon ami buaucial et on ding of iiu- Entomational Oriental Syndicate j Limited) 

, Jh , ] »«• A}St<b Sir Jv. LlreyV iu form »t ion, that this syndicate \m*Ln 
icgLstmc.l at fenerset How m a firivun- limited coiupmiy, :,ml I am in transmit to vmi 
iiiiiritsl(A), ooaipilcitl r™, «h, rl.{SSXjSJ 

I, „'ili ! ' ( | , ' lt ” r 11 * haa t ornla ' 1 f«r Jwling with caiiceSEiom. 

It Wll ho obssryed *at tb» «yn<Ub«fa% capital » at ^moI littic Hum 


nominal, but the Board presume that this capital would bo increased aa soon as a 
concession could be obtained requiring money to handle, 

A statement, marked (B), is also enclosed, containing certain information with 
regard to those of the directors of the syndicate whose names appear in the “Directory 
of Directors," from which it appears that at least three of these persons are men of 
good fimmeii! position. 

J am to add that the Board would require hojtki information as to the business 
connection ft and addresses of Messrs. Woolf and Oabortfe before they could undertake 
any investigation into their financial position. 

I am, &c. 

GEO. J. STANLEY. 


Enclosure I In No, 460. 

iSJutemcnt respecting thr f.nlcrnational Oriental Syndicate. 

(A.) 

Ilegietered aa a private limited on the 26th October, 11109. 

-Members limited to fifty. 

Object#: To nequiio land, oil, gold and silver and other metal concessions, and to 
prospect for minerals, &e. 

Nominal capital., 2,OOOLj divided into forty ordinary shares of 50L 
PaitTitj) ditto, 1,0(X)L, I.v., twenty fully paid shares 

Directors ■— 

’ H . I'.cnden, 2, Lancaster Place, Strand (three- shares). 

E, Mitchell, 16, M ailing Street, E.C., Turircliant (four shares). 

\'\ -Mack, 15, Angel Court, E,(J., merchant (one share). 

*A. C. Sc-1 111 J2, Commercial Street, Leith, merchant (2 shares). 

Joseph Woolf, 119, Piccadilly, W., gentleman (3 shares). 

*M. I.ambcrt, 20, Liinhm Gardens, W, 

Other shareholders are: 

IE- S. Snmehum, Stock Es«]iango t brokor (one share), 

|L M. MitcbelE, Itichmond, S, \V., merchant (one a hart?.)! 

J. tndloway, Murray field, Al iehothiatq gentleman (one share), 

M. Donald, t -utford, S.K., gentleman (four shares). 

Ercl. Kerr, Mij]ihridgo, near Wokiiig, geutleuuuj (four shares). 


Enclosure 2 in Mo, 46U, 

Statement respecting Director# of ihe International Oriental Syndicate, 

Ob) 

W- Em den ift dii-cclor of : 

Alliaiitu l.iiiul .uni IHvolliug^ ( c) 3 n|Tauv (Limitet]), (ebairman). 
Authorised eapi in I, 300,(X>0/. 

poviu Property and Investment Trust Compauv (Limited), (chainuau), 
I lover Engineering Gompnny (Limited)* 

LaUD Sti-el M orks kf. Hourdshaw uud Son (Limited)], Sheffield 

A. C. U. Sebiill^ is diraetpr of:—■ 

Jhra^iLlau (ioldliiLL i LiniiLed). 

Authorised capital, HiOjHKW, (Chairman, C, A. Kidgbt 

Ijjtidon Seouiftli Invcaumnil Trust (Urnilcd). 

A. Sdmll/ luiiI t ompauy (Limited)* E^itli, ftliipbrokcrd. 


4 B 
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Mortan Lambert ia director of ;■— 

Ancobra Exploration and Dredging Company {Limited}* 

Authorised capital, HJ0,(,MIUL 
Sckondi and Tarkiva Company i Limited). 

Authorised capital, $)0,00Uk 

Welgedacht Exploration Company (Limited', (London Committee). 
Authorised capital, 259,Q0O£, Oh airman, William Modal him. 

The names of the other members of the board of the International Oriental 
HyiidieatG do not appear in die M Direct^ of Directors." 


[10928] 


No. m. 


Meter*. Crump ami Son to Foreign Office— (Received March 31.) 


®' r » h t 1 s LeadcnhnU Street, Irmdon, March 30, 1910, 

GASTELLI Carpets : Referring in your letter to us of the 22nd ultimo, we now 
endofie R copy of the mvoico for our client#' carpets Our clients inform us that some 
<W cta would be marked with their name, but that in ihc tmw of otffiirs this 
would not lx; eon 

• Obrtulli, who is at present at Tehran, writes his firm that the British 

Minister had not up to the 5th ilistent received any ins trump ns to assist him in 
pressing our clients 1 daitnon the Persian Gcvoriittient, We understood that itistructions 
hrul ixjen sent to that ell wet, hut il tins is not the e.-tsst! s wo trust that you will see your 



you 


$0 at our cljeriLs' expense. 


I have, &c. 

WILLIAM A. CHUMP assi? HON. 


[109781 


No, 4ti2. 


[ |p j ^ ^ tcols ^ n it} ^ ir Edwwd Grey.—\ Received March 31 „) 

(Ttjtigmpliicd P, 

GERMANY and Persia, 


SL Petetsburtjh, March 31, ID 10. 


1 A - L,, b _Mitifli ^ mint I onr(aIos called on M. Ifivolsky, whose departure from 

ht. Ph dors burgh is being jjoslponed for n few days, owing in the illness of his son, 
ihc Language he,id by his HseGIcney to M. Isvolsky was similar to thru hjfid to 
M bekebeko by Huron yon Ek-Wn, reported by mo in my telegram No. 113 ot the 
imdirnt, ulihough t oiint Pourtales told M. IsvoEky that he had not received 
instruction* from liis (loverimumt. I omitted to report that the (, iertnau Ai^htissador 
hai! exprenstul to me hts dnubte ns to whether the aid el ion of assistants iu the Persian 
Emancisil deport merit from the subjects of anuill Powers would satisfy the German 
(,io vert i me tit ; and Ins Excellency has now said the suine thing to 11. ievolitky, ;utd also 
spoLai on i lie quest ion of concessions wiiti special emphasis, nujiniaining tliat the 
hands of Utrigjuiy were perfidy free. He tmlietUed at Lite same time that 
leimimys attitude might lie inedided if she secured some compensation in return and 
thul she might ha willing to conclude:) bargain, 

r , A . . roplv has not yet hern received by M Isvolsky from the German 

.Tovnnmetil m Ins lust eimmtumention, but his Excellency oliserfcd that there seemed 
In he un increasing vigour in the tone of the latigmige employed by (hern, 


Sot ptinU'T 


27S* 


[10922] No, 4G1*, 

Sir 0. Barclay to Sir Edward Grcy.—{Ucceived March 31.) 

(No. 135.) 

(Telegraph ic.) P, Tehran t March 31, 1910* 

IN con ti mutt ion of my telegram No. 1H 5 of the 2 1 si. March, 1 have the honour to 
state that a report of the submission of Knrflb Khan has reached Ilia "Majesty's consul- 
general at Ispahan, 


[10980J No. 1011- 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. — {Received March 3L) 

(No. 130.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran y March 31, 1910* 

PLEASE refer to Sir A. Nieolsons telegram No. Ill of the 27 th March, 
if I can assume that Ihc merging of the Russian and English debts i* not 
contemplated iu die lirst sentence of condition 2 (the. passage has been slightly 
i nut dated in transmission), 1 should prefer Russian proposal to that contained in my 
telegram Nn. 120 of the 23rd March, It is probably as good u block to outside loans 
as ii is possible to have in default of an invocation of article 14 of Russian loan 
contract which Russian Government have apparently renounced* 


[170*1 
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[ 10752 ] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay . 

(Nn. 82.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 31, 1910. 

TURCO-PEltSIAN frontier. 

Have you heard anything which will confcn reports in communication made by 
Russian Embassy as follows 

Russian consuls at ITrumia and Tabreea report that a Turkish force passed through 
Uremia on the 17tli and LStli instant, and occupied the western shore of Urumia Lake in 
the Dalsk d istrict. There is also a question of an advance towards the lake through Khoi, 
Salmas, and Urumia. Urumia itself will shortly be occupied, and besides a consular 
escort, there are already fifty Turkish cavalry in the town. 

Duties are levied on all goods at Ikranduz and Jebelkend, where customs-houses 
have been established, add the whole o! the Urumia district is being taxed by the 
Turks. Kurdish brigands, instigated by Turks, are rendering comimmication between 
Urumia and Tabreez dangerous. 

The Turks, have increased their force in the district by 400 infantry and 500 
cavalry, according to latest information. 


[ 10843 ] No. 4G4. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Harr lay. 

(No- 84.) 

(Telegraphic-) P. Foreign Office^ March 31, 1910 

! N T E LIN ATI ON A L syndicate and I 'ereiu, 

You may now act in accordance with my telegram No. 155 of to-day 
Si. Petersburg!i. 


[10843] 


Sir Edwa rd Grey to Sir A . Nicolson. 

{No. 155,) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Foreign Office , March 31, 1910, 

INTERNATIONAL syndicate and Persia; 

Bee your telegram No. 115 of yesterday. 

Your suggestion that “political and strategical ” should be altered to “political or 
strategical'' has my approval, and 1 also agree that we slipnld omit specification of 
character of concessions. 

Ills Majesty’s representative at Tehtan is being instructed to concert with his 
Russian colleague in making proposed reply, and you may telegraph Minister for 
Foreign Affairs that we arc satisfied with it. 
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mm did not wish in hive a discussion of tho Bagdad Railway d quatre ; but we, on 
the other hand, though we might discuss the question separately, could not have a 
BtftNementesceptd qimlrc -».a, we could noi have a settlement with Qermanv ouraaW 
unless France and Mm also had a milwnem with Germany. With regird to France, 
there wjik no difficulty. \V itli regard to Russia and ourselves, perhaps a settlement 
might now !jc made winch would include the Persian quest tom 

3 v uT ltiUi £ Faiyaire& received this very sympathetically. He said (hat 

bc h ' . 'v or WiUu : time that a frank discussion of Persian affairs, though in a non- 
torntmtial way p would be desirable to prevent the growth of a bad sentiment- Germany 
did not wish to he made to iecl that a monopoly was being established against her in 
163 rant m favour of England, Russia, and eventually France. 

J told him-that we were bound to watch very carefully our strategic and political 
internal, Lius would not be so necessary jf Persia were n strong country, able to hold 
in:titers m her own hand* ; but, us !^he was so weak, wo were obliged to guard against 
tier gjvmg away concessions which would injure ufs strategically or politically Uo 
t io other mind, however, we hud no desire to exclude Foreign commerce by establishing 
a commercial monopoly. I here was a certain analogy between the ituatson in Persia 
and Rio situation in Morocco; l.he analogy was mi exact, because in the case of 
£ prsm f been was nn eon veil linn of the nature of the A1 gee inis Act. Bid. still, as 
, tj njjmy hud beau fib to to come to a working arrangement; commercially with France 

Iib ™ t • Vfa 7 ® ? wh y » llfl ahoolil not get on in a similar way with Russia 

find ourselves about Persia. 

The I itfnwn claw il’alTaircs remark®) that lie had known somethin.' of .Morocco 
tv la #n ho TOW there, anil in lus opinion, there need have bison no trouble had it not Ijccq 
for the bad fmtmu-tt which was aroused some time agft Ilo saw no mumi why an 
arrangement shmilJ not lie coroo to with rognid to Persia, ami wliy the ai-rdhSoinont 
Bhould not be aatisfuctory to our position in the Persian Gulf. He understood tliat we 
bad considered our position in the Gull to be prejudiced by the Bagdad Kailway 

I said that, a great ileal of Indian and oiiiot- British trade went to the Gulf; for 
gtuiriainuis we had done ail the work there, and the hym]i coucedsicm bad control over 
oncoi the moans ol ec#mu mention into Mesopotamia Control over meiim of com- 

ill u mm hot) had much to du ..m How of trade, and if the railway were made dram 

to Uw ■ mil mid irngat look place m Mesopotamia, ilu> means of cbmtramication now 

S ‘"V J , iltLds T'!'\ 143 s “PV recded \ h wafl ici lkia M our position m 

tin ■ mu was .it Htako, bo fur as the northern sections of the railway were cdlcerneil 
Germany wm not displacing anything of ours; but, if Germany had control over ih© 
sou-incm section, she would be displacing our vealed interests. 

Thu charge d'affaires told me that il was believed to be our view (hat, even if 
Emmany did givo us centre! over the BOiUhern aycliui,, this would not be a collection 
foi iv I itch wc oifed anything to Gerhtany. 

J. S.doci r.in Llu. 1 t ilie hives fluent of British capita! in the completion of the line 

r\Y■ , 11 f l lu ' t™ ‘/Wt find so would be our cons wit to the 4 per cent inurfe of iho 

i urkiiili customs dura, winch would help the Turks to find [he money Fur the other 
sect ions of ihe railway, * v ™ 

, .. clmrgd d am.«res dw^L upon the difficulty which hie Government experienced 
ow ing to the paiidiemum feeling* This feiJiti£ made j| hard for riicm to upbear to 
luake eoriCijsions withoiu gelling suUuuuinl rouxi derations in return. At the same 
nine (m did m Hunk ilns was a resmon for not prepujing the way fora settlnueal 

1 sod iny rejl^imns had buoii imidi iulhienccd by the impression made upon me 

h n ]' <)S11,UIL 5lml :l ^fi'iJiH' desLfo t>i smooth runners on the part of Herr von 

utliiuami-liullwog, and l would mill of llerr von Seliuen siJho. 

J ain, ttc. 

Jl. GREY. 


t561SI Ko. IG7. 

I- urtiijn OjJuu j U> India. Oj/fce, 

(J' 1 

^ Lr) i \\i u l , i i c o* ,■! , Fowimt OJfe March 31, 1910. 

I .rr .} 'V il Jri ‘ii I ^ ,,l ' tVUl !'' V hir J, -‘l^«l/lroy to acknowledge, the reeeipt i>f yg Ur 
ii | u ^ l ? W ultimo, rdauvyi m thfi further assimuiccs which the Sheikh of 
iuohamiitaruh desires to receive iroui His .Unjcsiy’s Uoverejnent. 
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I am to inform you in reply that, in view of the considerations adduced by 
Viscount Morluy, Sir K Grey concurs in the view that the concession involved in the 
mention, in the communication m ho mode to the sheikh, of a deli tide period during 
which the assurances should hold good may bo kept in reserve for the present. 

As regards the question (if protecting ihe sheikh from foreign aggress!cm, I am 
to state that the proposal to substitute for the form of words auggested in my latter of 
the ,’l 1st ultimo that mode uso of in the agreement between LI is Majesty's Government and 
the Ameor of Afghanistan has received careful consideration in this department, in 
consultation with His Majesty's congtil-general at Buslilre. 

I am to state that the earlier formula was adopted, after long reflexion and 
exhaustive discuaaion of the question with Major Cox, because if. appeared to be such 
aa would coirvinca thft sn|ikh of tho honest intention of Hjs Majesty's Government to 
dn their best to safeguard him, fjs far as they possibly can, having regard to the 
slate of local and. general politics at the time, while not committing them in all 
circum&taucQs to intervention by force of arms.; 

SheiK-h KUavsul is, m Sir ii r Grey's belief, Well aware that circumstances might 
arise in which it would he i to practicable to give him effective help, and could easily bn 
made to understand that the psurance, while constituting a pledge of the sincerity of 
the intention, to afford him all the aid which tti& Majesty's Government have it in their 
power to lend, is yet given with that qualification. 

Sir K Grey is convinced that the form of words used in the agreement with the 
Ameer would fail to satisfy the sheikh, but, on the Contrary, would rather tend to eseite 
his apprehensions, and that, rather than offer it to him, it would be preferable to 
endeavour to avoid tEm question till it h again pressed by him. 

In view of the above cuiisi do rations, in the cogency of which Major Cox entirely 
concurs, I am to express the hope that Lord Murky may hoc bis way to withdraw tho 
objections which he has raised to tho adoption of the formula proposed in my fetter 
above referred to, 

m order, however, to remove all possibility of misunderstanding on the sheikh’s 
p;irt of the nature and scope of the assurances. Sir E, Grey would suggest that Major 
Cox should receive instructions, when communicating to his Excellency the assurances 
in writing, to convey to him at the same time a verbal intimation that, while Hk 
Majesty's Government are perfectly sincere in their intentions towards him and have 
therefore given him iliese assurances, yet c imam stances might arise in which it would 
be impossible for them to intervene by force on his behalf. In such a case he would, 
of course, receive the strongest diplomatic support Major Gox would record in 
writing the substance of the conversation in the course of which this Ulfimation was 
made to tho sheikh. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET, 


[10906] No* 4GS. 

F&reifjn Osjiec to Mr. C. Grimum.y. 

Sir, Foreign. O ffice, March 31, 1010. 

lb! the course oi a visit which you paid to this office on the 3tfth instant, you 
stated that the Bakhtiari khims have demanded extortionate compensation from tho 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company for llin onUivafeil land required by tin 1 latter for their pipe 
lino and works, and that they threaten to stop the operations of tho company's 
workmen Ufckss thesu (lenuintb are suUiafiod, and asked that u Lelegmm might bn sent 
Lo Jlis Majesty'w Minister nt Teh ran, instructing him to urge on the khans’ repreiwntn- 
tivuii tbiii ni-asonulilo com|junetttion should he accepted, and to insist that tho company's 
work shoiikl oil no account he uderfered with. 

I iii ]l direotiid by Secretary Sir lulwJird Grey to inform you Itial, in accordance 
with your wish, he addi-essetl a b-Ingram to Sir G. Bftrelay on the 30th 'mutant, directing 
him, should the facte be aa reported, to take the steps alluded to above, 

l am, Ac, 

W, LA MG LEY. 








